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A : Adjournment : 


t yote for this motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the House in order that the 
Government may have time to consider 
their attitude, having regard to the way 
~ in which they voted against the Govern- 

“ment yesterday. If the Country party 
“meant anything by the vote yesterday— 
and two honorable members of the party 
have said that. they did—then there is no 
reason why they should vote to-day to 
give the Government time to consider 
their position. If they do, they will 
never be able to explain their conflicting 
-yotes to the satisfaction of the people. 
The attitude taken up by the Country 
“party towards the Government is clearly 
_ set out in a leading article published in 
‘this morning’s issue of the Age, in which 
it is said— 


Z The action aioe led to the contemptible 

anti-climax came from Mr. Jowett, a member 
of the Country party who votes with the Go- 
_vernment, and often candidly speaks im its 
? In this respect he differs from most 
of the other members of his party, who roundly 


it when it is safe, but are extraordinarily care- 
~ fal when there is a suggestion of danger. 


fecal at 4s the attitude of the Country party. 
f there is any possibility of the Govern- 
ment being defeated, ey, take fine care 
to see that some members of the party will 
_ vote with the Government. The honor- 
ule member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) 
was quite sincere when to-day he nodded 
assent to the suggestion of the Prime 
‘Minister (Mr. Hughes) that, in submit- 
ting his motion yesterday, he had no in- 
tention of harming the Government. The 
‘Leader of the Country party (Dr. Earle 
Page) admitted that it was not the inten- 
tion of the members of the Country party 
to take a vote on the motion for adjourn- 
ment yesterday, and that it was taken 
miy because the Government did _ not. 
have a sufficient number of their sup- 
“porters put up to talk the motion out. 
_ To-day, he told us that the members of the 
_ Country party were desirous of taking a 
ote on- the: question. If they were, how 


ing ‘pat up rane to prevent it? I 
ed ey. to the speech of the 


f 
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honorable member for Illawarra (Mr. 
Hector Lamond) to-day. He made one 
of his usual vicious attacks upon his 
opponents. Those who know the honor- 
able member as I do know that he has 
always been particularly vicious in at- 
tacking an opponent, 


Mr. Brennan.—Did not the honorable 
member use the word “ betray?” 


Mr. LAVELLE.—He did, and no one 
should be a better judge of a betrayer. 
I can remember a time when the honor- 
able member was an opponent of the 
Labour party,;:and when no one was more 
bitter than he against that party. He 
afterwards became a member of the 
Labour party, and when he was manag- 
ing director of the Australian Worker 
there was no more bitter and vindictive 
eritic of the capitalistic class than the 
honorable member was. He has changed 
his political coat on many ‘occasions, and 
to-day he has made a bitter attack upon: 
the Labour party, and has had the auda- 
city to say that the members of that party 
are not very much concerned about the 
White Australia policy. He has said 
that the honorable member for West Syd- 
ney (Mr. Ryan) did not accurately put. 
the position when he insisted that the - 
Prime Minister had handed over the 
question of a. White Australia to the 
League of Nations. But. the statement 
made by the honorable member for West 
Sydney is absolutely true in every par- 
ticular, as every member of this House 
must know. The honorable member for 
Illawarra stated that he secured for us 
the right to make the same laws for the 
territory over which we have been given 
a Mandate as we have to make laws for 
Australia itself. If the Prime Minister 
handed over to the League of Nations, as 
he did, the right to interfere with Aus- 
tralian domestic legislation in respect to 
the law dealing with immigration, that 
was certainly handing over to the League 
the right to deal with the White Aus- 
tralia “policy. The League of Nations 
has now the right to interfere with our 
immigration laws, and it has the same’ 
right to interfere with immigration legis- 
lation in respect of the mandated terri- 
tories. 


The Prime Minister to-day used, as a 
political battle cry, the necessity that he 
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should go to London to represent Aus- 


tralia at the Imperial Conference. We 
who. know the right honorable gentleman 
said lest night that he would make use 
of that in order to bludgeon the Country 
party into support of the Government. 
His purpose is to throw the blame upon 
our shoulders, or upon the shoulders of 
the Country party, if Australia is not re- 
presented at the Conference by him. I 
say that, so far as honorable members on 
this side are concerned, we consider that 
the Prime Minister cannot adequately re- 
present the people of Australia at the 
Imperial or any other Conference. He 
ean only misrepresent Australia, because 
he is cut ot touch with the people, and 
does not represent Australian ideals or 
sentiments. It is in the interests, and 
not against the interests, of Australia 


that he should be prevented from attend-. 


ing the Imperial Conference. I shall, 
personally, do my best on this and on 
- every other occasion to prevent the Prime 
Minister misrepresenting Australia on 
any question. 


Mr. Hretor Lamonp.—What ideals 
ean the V1ime Minister not represent ? 


Mr. LAVELLE.—He cannot represent 
the ideals of the majority of the people of 
Australia. The honorable member who 
interjects cannot represent any ideal at 
wil, He has never been able to represent 
his own, because he has always changed 
from ore to another. It seems to me far- 
cical to debate this question, because if 
the members of the Country party meant 
anything by the vote which they recorded 
yesterday they must vote with us against 
the Government to-day. There is no oc- 
easion to give the Government time to 
consider the position. They should have 
already considered their position, and the 
only honorable course open to them was 
to have resigned last night. 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [3. 51].— 
‘There is unquestionably a very serious 
position confronting us. It is far more 
serious than many honorable members 
seem to think. It behoves us to consider 
well what is expected of us at this time 
when it is sc important that the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) should repre- 
sent us at the Imperial Conference. 
I have great respect for. many of 
the members of the Country party, and 
I believe that the majority of them 
act with common sense ane justice. I am 
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Grampians (Mr. Jowett), w 
the mction for adjournmen 
was quite sincere when he states 
tinctly that he did not launch 
tion in the slightest degree ag 
Government or the Nationalist. 
Mr. Jowrett.—That is so. ‘ 
Mr. CORSER.—I think tha: 
bers of the Country part 
sincere when, on the floor 
BhOnsS, they gave a ian 


seas. I have confidence that at 
majority of the members of thai 
will honorably fulfil the pled 

have given in this House, 


position of the Farmers — paity 
House. I heard the fo 


they were yetaaeea in eee 
political parties. As a matte 
they got here with the cor 
other parties. We might just 
understand their true bps: 


Country party’s 
second votes.” At the same 
authorities of the Labour pa 
to Labour voters to keep out t. 
Nationalist candidates, and. 
second votes to candidates of, the 
party: 

Mr. Braxetsy.—tIn 
‘‘ Throw your vote away.”’ : 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes. Thet 
of the Country party in this 
Saab peat OF the thrown- ay 


onae day I saw some little chile 


ing. One little girl was run 
the street at the head of a 
phen and when I agit bib’ 


ing motors, and I am ihe su 0 
was the cast-off of the otheray] 


teri ber mean to say that 
party are cay i Shue ce 
Mr. 
annoy both of our sala 
quite justified in ital 80. 


ne Nationalist } party a ee E eophin, 
ause they helped to place them where 
4y are, and we, on this side, cannot 
omplain, becatise we did the same thing. 

some twenty-four meetings in the 
ountry districts I implored Labour elec- 
0 give their second votes to Farmers 
andidates, and the Victorian members 
) | Farmers party owe their return to 
cond, votes of Labour oan The 


The 
7 mime nico! is it 
mee ue elect the Country party. 
and Opposition _ cannot complain; it 
Oo helped — to do so. The Country 
rty annoys both of the others. But I[ 
; e cheerful to-day than I was last 
IONE. ‘Then I anticipated a nasty elec- 
now I think that the Prime Minister 
ir. Hughes) has arranged things satis- 
and I am satisfied. 
tion put. ‘The House aad 
eae Sa 43 
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“Story, W. H 
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Ryan, r eh 
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West, ob: aes 
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. ee 
Best, Sir Robert 


Ad,ournment. 


siege (ea 
Maloney, Dr... ~ ne . 


Bruce, S. M. McDonald, ©, 
Chapman, Austin Cunningham, L. L. 
Hay, A. Catts, J. H. 
ds semen A. Gabb, J. M, 


House adjourned at 4.3 p, m. 


Senate. 
Wednesday, 20 April, 1921. 


The Prestpenr (Senator the Hon- pe 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and. _ 
read prayers. . 


ADJOURNMENT. ie 
Postrron or Ministry. mie 


Senator PEARCE (Western Aus a 
—Minister for Defence) [3.1]—On Fri- " 
day last the Senate adjourned, as was in- 
dicated by the Leader of the Government « 
in this Chamber, to enable the Govern- — 
ment to consider: the position created in — 
another place. A statement is being — 
made, and certain action taken, in another 
place to-day, and until the result is known ‘ 
it would not be right for the Government — 
to present any business in this Chamber, 

I therefore moye— le 
That the Senate do now adjourn. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 3.2 p.m. 


House of Representatives. — 
Wednesday, 20 April, 1991. 1) 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. Sir Elliot J ohnson) 
took the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayes 


POSITION OF MINISTRY, * 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Minis. ‘ 
ter and Attorney-General) [3.1].—I lay : 
on the table a copy of a telegram received 
from the Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, It is dated the 1st November, — 
1920, and concludes with an invitation to 
me to be present at the Conference to be. 
held in London in June next. a onder a. 


ase Pasition ra [REPRESENTATIVES] 


that honpeable ee may have an 
opportunity to discuss this matter, I shall 
-eonclude with a moticn for the printing 
of the paper. 

Honorable members know that, as a 
result of the vote on the motion of ad- 
journment of the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) to consider the 
question of oversea freights, the business 
of the House was taken out of the hands 
of the Government owing to bins being 
im a minority of two. 

‘When honorable members re-assembled 
on Friday, I moved the adjournment of 
the House in order to enable the Govern- 

ment to consider their position. During the 
course of the debate the honorable mem- 
ber for Cowper (Dr. Earle Page), Leader 
or the Country party, stated that mem- 
bers of his party had not called for a 
division; that the motion was not in- 
fended as one of censure upon the Go- 
vernment; that it was a friendly motion; 
and his party did not intend to take the 
business out of the hands of the Govern- 
ment. 

The honorable member ca Grampians 

said— 
This motion of adjournment is not to be 
“fegarded as reflecting in the remotest degree 
upon the Government. or upon any member of 
it, because for some considerable time past 
“Ministers have done everything possible to 
bring about a reduction of freights, 

~The Leader of the Country party 
further declared that it was most im- 
portant that Australia should be repre- 
sented at the Conference to be held in 
‘London in June, and that the views ex- 
pressed by me had received the indorse- 
ment of every section of the House. He 
said that, although he could not give any 
assurances’ of complete immunity during 
my absence; he would repeat the assur- 
ances he had already given, that his party 
weuld take no undue advantage of my 
absence. He said that, in. his opinion, 
the Government ought to be satisfied with 
these assurances, and that I ought to re- 
present Australia accordingly. In his 
_ opinion, the honorable member said, the 

Government. ought to be satisfied with the 
assurances he had given, and arrange for 
Australian representation or make way 
for a Government that would do so. He 
voted for the adjournment in order that 
the Government might reconsider the 
position. 


action might be necessary to 


sent Australia at the - Confei 


ably on behalf of that party; ax 


tunity of expressing in a defi 


behalf 1 desire to eee bl 
cept without reservation Dr. - 
surance that the motion mov 
colleague was not intended a 


pared to accept iy Loon 
assurances as to the attitude of . 
during my absence. ip 

I accept these assurances in ue 
in which I am sure they were 
namely, that, while his party f 
would be wrong to grant such 
immunity to the Government - 
preclude whatever proper criticisr 


public interests, his party had 1 
tion of embarrassing the ie 
of doing anything that wou 
Australian * representation at the 
ence ineffective. 

I do not ask, then, for any fu 
surances from the honorable ge 
than those he has given; and I 
only willing, but most anxio 
ceed with public business an 
such arrangements as will enab. 
leave for London next week, 
jority of this House so desires, 

But, during the course of the 
Friday, honorable members on 
sition: benches stated that, in 
adverse vote, the Government 
resign, and ‘that I ought not 


the majority of the people 
tralia did not desire me t 
While I do not for one 
accept the views of honorable 
opposite\as representative of the 
of this House or of the country 
remains that they have been 
by honorable members opposite 


mit, with all respect to the H 
ihe: Government, and I, as - 
Minister, cannot, in view of al 
cumstances, ignore them and p 
resume conenel: of the bu 
House, and to represent Australi; 
don, anil this House has had 


ner what its opinions are on th 
In order, then, to a 
members an es 


Position of 


_ and registering their opinion by a vote on 
_ these two points—(1). whether it is de- 
- sirous that the Government should not 
regard the vote on Thursday as one in- 
_ ~ tended to take the business of the House 
~ out of its hands; and (2) whether it 
' wishes me to represent Australia at the 
. Conference, I move— 
_ -®hat the paper be printed. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.8].—Another 
stage in the farce has arrived. 

_ Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! 

» Mr. TUDOR.—May I say then that 
_ “the bluff has been called”? It appears 


- whilst speaking the truth. Last Friday 
1 said something which, I understand, 
' has caused the Nationalist party to pass 
-  aresolution. I said then that I believed 
that, were it not for the hatred—political 
- hatred, of course—that some honorable 
_ members bear to members of te Opposi- 
tion, the Government would not live five 
-- minutes. I believed that then, and’I be- 
lieve it now. 
~~ ~Mr. Hueurs.—How long do you think 
- you would last if it were not for certain 
_ facts, of which you are perfectly well 
aware. a 
~ +» Mr. TUDOR.—I do not know what the 
_ fight honorable gentleman means. I 
shall never hang on to a position so tightly 
that I cannot be dragged off, or prized off 
with a crowbar, or blown off with a charge 
of gelignite. Last week the conduct of 
business was taken out of the hands of 
_ Ministers. 

Honorable members interjecting— 
Mr. SPEAKER.—TI think that honor- 
~ able members of the Opposition should 
’. allow their Leader to be heard without so 
"much interruption. It is my duty to see 
_ that every honorable member is given an 
opportunity to express himself without 
undue interruption, and if honorable 
members will not observe the Standing 
Orders they must not complain should I 
put them in force against them. 

Mr. TUDUR.—I1 hope _ honorable 
- members on all sides will restrain them- 
_ selves, and that we shall havea full vote 
when the division is taken. I sincerely 
_ hope that no one will be absent. I rea- 
_ lize just what the state of parties is, and 
_ that the numbers are not as the news- 
oe have reported them to be on the 
‘floor of the House, namely, thirty-eight 


hid 
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to be difficult to keep oneself in order 


himself, 
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to thirty-seven. The nimbers are actu- 
ally thirty-seven all. Mr. Speaker’s ecast- 
ing vote is the vote which either keeps the 
Government in office or puts them out of 
power. That is the real position, and I 
am not reflecting on you, Mr. Speaker, 
when I set out the actual facts. In- _ 
cluded in the ranks of the thirty-seven 
Nationalists there is the honorable mem- — 
ber for Oapricornia (Mr. Higgs), who 
was elected as an opponent of the 
Nationalist party, and who has not since 
he left our party received a vote of con- 
fidence from his- constituents. There is 
also the honorable member for Henty 
(Mr. Francis), who was not the official 
Nationalist candidate at the last general 
élections, but who was returned as an 
independent member. Then there is the 
honorable member for Perth (Mr, 
Fowler), who is by no means a staunch 
follower of the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes). 

Mr. Grecory.—What about the honer- 
able member for Barrier (Mr. Consi- 
dine) ? 

Mr. Consipinr.—He, at any rate, has 
received a vote of confidence from his 
constituents. 

Mr. TUDOR.—-The honorable member 
for Barrier was elected as a representa- 
tive of the Labour party, and he has nos 
given a vote against that party, even 
though he has had a disagreement. with 
a certain branch of the body in New 
South Wales, namely, the Executive of 
our movement in that State, and has 
thereby left the Labour party. However, 
he can answer for himself, 

Mr. Constprnz.—The honorable mem- 
ber need not worry. He will have my 
assistance in putting the Government out 
every time. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Those other members, 
of whom I have spoken, are also at 
liberty, of course, to speak for them- 
selves. 3 

Mr.-Story.—You have not mentioned 
the honorable member for Robertson 
(Mr. Fleming). 

Mr. TUDOR.—He, too, can speak for 
The honorable member for 
Robertson went to his constituents, who 
gave him an answer concerning the mat- 
ter of his leaving the Nationalists and 
joining the Country party. 


, 
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Mr. J. H. Catrs.—He ‘i a Country 
member some days, and a Nationalist 
member at other times. : 
Mr. TUDOR—Yes; some honorable 
‘members on the bphee side secured the 


sapport both of the Country party and.of © 


the Nationalist party in certain con- 
atifuencies, 

Mr. Fremine.—They were given the 
dual nomination. 


Mr, TUDOR.—It was doubtful, early 
gn 1920, when this Parliament first met 
afier the general elections, whether or 
uot the honorable member for Robertson 
would join the Nationalists. 

When the business of the Government 

was taken oui of their hands last Thurs- 
daly there were sixty-three honorable 
members who took part in the division. 
That number was larger than the average 

tal of honorable members dividing in 
the ordinary procedure of this House. 
And, considering that it was a snap divi- 
sion, I would not have been surprised, as 
ax old whip, if the numbers had been 
consider ably less. Both the honorable 
wember for Maranoa (Mr. | James 
Page), as whip for the Labour party, and 
the honorable inember for Boothby (Mr. 
Story), as one of the Government whips, 
were surprised at the numbers present 
when the doors were locked. 

Mr. James Pace.—lI was not. 
where they were. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Of the twelve honor- 
able members who were absent, four be- 
longed to the Labour party, there were 
two from the Country party, and six 
Nationalists. Every vote in the House 
4s thus accounted for, and still the Go- 
¥vernment were in a minority of two. 
Now, the Prime Minister, in order to 
Hearn the opinion of this House—as his 
“supporters put it—reads something, 
which is nob new, about something which 
has not arisen since last Thursday’s vote, 
but which consisted of a cablegram sent 
te the Prime Minister in November last, 
before Parliament had adjourned. The 
Prime Minister has received an invita- 
tion fo attend the Imperial Conference. 
Tt he takes that as a vote of confidencé he 
#s welcome to do so. I think some one 
should attend the Imperial Conference on 
behalf of Australia, but I do not think 
the present Prime Minister should go, 
im view of last Thursday’s division. *The 
Government should have arene this 


I knew 
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Howes oe a: a different 
resolution from that which 
moved by the Prime Minister. T 
honorable gentleman should ha 
for a straight-out vote of cc 
The Leader of the Country pa 
Earle Page) stated on Friday 


his party would not give complete 


munity, but had no intention 0 
barrassing the Government. 
Mr. Livineston.—Neither © 
honorable member for Cr 
Jowett). a 
Mr. TUDOR.—I am not ref 
the action of the honorable me 
Grampians, but to the remarks 
leader. I understood the 
member for panes (Dr. mae 


and a the way in tout : oe 
able memberg voted, namely, Ein 
of the Government, although they h 
been retifmed to Parliament as 
ment supporters, there is only ! 
orable course open, and that is fo: 
Government not to hang on to office 
five minutes longer. a 
Dr. EARLE PAGE (Coun 
—I must express my gratific: 
conciliatory speech of the Prin 
(Mr. Hughes). The right 
gentleman has moved a motiot 
intention of showing that the 
are ae at Lubonrs to restnne 


COE my statement, ‘of | F 
namely, that the Country pa 
and will not give complete in 
this or any other wibiadscs 


own poliey ad their own eonduee 
the determining factors in the tr 
accorded to them by any other 
this House, : 


evaded at the epee Contee 
if the Government select the Pri 
ister as their representative, this 
will not take any undue advantag 
right honorable gentleman’s ab 
Mr, BLAKELEY (Darling) [3. 
is very interesting to hear the P. u 
ister reading a statement wh 
pose, was drafted party by th 
party and partly by the Governm 
order that the honour of the G 
may_be restored it seems that it is ne 
sary for this House to agree to a m 


ay a J 4p 
My fe 1 ¢ ¥ Host 
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to print ¢ a paper. I do not know what 
the people of Australia have done that 
‘they should have this paper thrust at 
them, and that they should be put to the 
By “expense of printing it, There are many 
‘ways in which the present crisis could 
' have been got over. Several alternative 
courses I might mention for the informa- 
tion of the Government, in order that 
-. their honour should be fully restored. 
_ For example, they could “sack” their 
| Wh That would be one way of getting 
out of their difficulty. Another way 
‘would be for the Prime Minister’s Secre- 
_ tary, or his messenger, to be reprimanded. 
There are, indeed, numerous methods by 
which honour could be satisfied; but we 
‘ know that the Government occupy exactly 
the same position to-day ‘as last Fri- 
_day—only it is to-day a little more 
: ‘huimiliating. The actual situation is 
_ the same, namely, that they have not the 
- eonfidence of a majority in this House. 
_ If they continue to hold office they will 
do so at the pleasure of honorable mem- 
bers in the corner. 
_ course left open to the Government, as I 
i “pointed out on Friday, is to resign, for 
‘it is not beyond: the possibilities that a 
wireless message may be required to 
be sent to the Prime Minister recalling 
him when he has got half-way across 


pe England. The right honorable 
gentleman and his colleagues should 
not leave Australia in that position. 


_ The question to be decided by the Go- 

-yernment, the Country party, and the 
Opposition is whether the Government 
have a majority, and will retain it until 
_ the Prime Minister has returned from the 
_. Imperial Conference. On the figures, as 
- disclosed in the vote last week, there is 
a no justification whatever for the Prime 
_ Minister leaving Australia, because he has 

not a majority behind him, and has no 
“guarantee that he will be the Prime Min- 
ister after he embarks for London. If a 
political. crisis occurs after his depar- 
ture for the Conference, Australia will 
be unrepresented at that vathering. The 
Government and their supporters. should 
Huse before they accept a position that 
purely temporary, and cannot last. 
The Government have been tottering for 
a long tie, and now they are practically 

_ finished. The foundations upon which 
e1r maj onity was built are mound. Tt 
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party are trocely waiting until the Prime 


Minister embarks before they let fall the 
sword which will destroy the Government. 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [3.21].—In 
order to make my position clear, and to 
give honorable members an opportunity 
of a straight-out vote, 1 move— 


That the following words be added to the 
motion :—‘‘ And that in the best interests of — 
the citizens of the Commonwealth the Prime — 
Minister should immediately tender his resigns ; 


tion to the Governor-General.’’ » 


The Leader of the Opposition (Me 


Tudor) has several honorable 


named 


members who have seen fit to revise their 


political views since last election, as well 
as others now supporting the Government, 


but who were not elected on the National- ” 
All these honorable members ~ 
I desire to® 


ist. ticket. 
ean speak for themselves. 
refer particularly to an interjection made — 
by the honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr. Gregory), who asked, “ What about” 


the honorable member for Ravers aa ach) i] 


Mr. Grecory.—I meant that you were | 
outside the party. 


by his interjection he was simply remind- 
ing other honorable members of the 
obvious, and was not in any way contra- 
buting to the debate. JI am here in the 
interests of the working classes, as L see 
them, and any Government. or. party 
whose policy is in their interests will 
have my support. For this reason I am 
in opposition to the present Admunistra- 
tion. I submit my amendment to the 
motion because I do not believe the pre- 
sent Administration are functioning, .or 
can function, in the interests of the work- 
ing classes. If by the turn of fortune’s 
wheel some other party become the oesn- 
pants of the Ministerial benches, their 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—If that was what ‘ 


the honorable member wished to convey 


policy will be the test of whether I still sit 


in opposition or support them. If they 


do not act in the interests of the working : 


classes, out they will go, if my vote can 
put them out. 

Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [3.26] The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) has very 


obviously receded from the position he . 


took up at the end of last week. He was 


then charged by the Leader of the Coun- 


try party (Dr. Earle Page) with haying 
used a vote of this House as a means to. 


bludgeon the Country party into support 


of the Ministry, and with Hogeing. sas 
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Riotion of the ‘Tmperial Conference for 
purely party purposes. Now he has come 
along with a very tame proposition. He 
is not affected by the refusal of the 
Country party to give him those immuni- 
‘dies and guarantees which, at the end of 
Jast week, he was so determined to wrench 
from tbr. And, while the Prime Minis- 
tér has receded from his former position, 
the Leader of the Country party over the 
week-end made a further statement, in 
which he insisted more definitely than be- 
fore that his party owes no allegiance 
whatever to this Government. In what 
‘was obviously a carefully prepared state- 
ment to the Sydney Sun, he said— 
_. The Country party is essentially a party 
_ distinct from any other, and decides to remain 
~ 8e, because it is suspicious of the influences 
' behind the other parties. It has its own 
» erganization, its own offices, its own party 
| rooms; but has not a signed party discipline 
* that ‘compels its representatives to vote for 
|, principles they disapprove of simply ‘because 
/ another party or the Government advocates 
; them, It supports good government, and’ goo? 
§ Jegislation. It does not seek office, but it wil’ 


i not refuse to take the responsibility for iis 
actions if called upon to do so. 


Listen to these significant words— 


it has given support to the existing Govern- 
-mment to enable it to carry on the government 
of the country, but it disapproves of the con- 
tinued extravagance and lack of control of the 
present Administration, and owes it no alle- 
g@iance, and does not hesitate to condemn and 
criticise. 


The Country party disapproves of the 


Administration, of its continued extrava- 
gance and lack of control over Public De- 
partments, and as that party owes no 
allegiance whatsoever to the Government, 
| Ministers are without their-majority in 
the House. Previously a general support 
gas accorded the Government by the 
Country party; there was no announce- 
ment of its complete independence and no 
announcement of its condemnation of the 
Government. If the statement made over 
the week-end by the Leader of the Coun- 
try party had been couched in the terms 
of a censure motion, it could not have 
‘been more sweeping or more condemna- 
tory, because he states that the party has 
no confidence in the Government. ‘Still 
the Prime Minister 1s prepared to carry 
en, and to leave for London as the re- 
presentative of Australia at the Impe- 
rial Conference upon the result of a 


_ Paption for the printing of a cable some 


Mr. i H. Quite: Os , 
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in the Hodes. and ae. fact, 


| fidence of Perens 


Alfred Deakin’s 


late rhe 
the Prime Minister being — 
squealing out of the tart 


It shows that it is impossible to 
right honorable gentleman out o 
and that no expression of condemn 
of his Government by the Country 

will suffice to do so. There is no 
tion of expressing confidence 
Government by ordering a docum 
months old to be printed. In the 
a statement such as that made 
Leader of the Country party,-on 
have thought the Prime Minister 


’ 


to whether his Government possesse 
confidence. But he does nothing o 
kind. . Quite regardless of this very 
spoken expression of want of ti 


carry on the administration sO 
the House will agree to the printin 
a certain paper. If he is prepare 
leave Australia for his mission acr 
seas under such circumstances 
have only himself to blame if 
that within a few weeks of his 
the House is in the turmoil of a 
election. 

Mr. Houcues. a, the honors 
ber thought there was any possi 
a general election he would tie 3 
with chains. . 


Myo EL: CATTS. —The righ 
able gentleman knows that if I co 
him down with chains he would be 
very tightly in regard to his missi 
he went. away at all. 1 | 
is not within the power of the Labo 
party to tie his hands, it is within» 


declaration of the Leader of the | 


warrant to carry on ‘the business” of 
country. The putting forwar oF 
motion for the printing of a trifl 
is not a proper challenge to t 
as to whether the Government 
the confidence of the House or the ce 
of the Leader of the Coieene ‘ aii 
is only right that some more 
means should be provided, by th 
ment or the Country party, to 
whether the Ministry ne Rea 


CHARLTON Mises) {3. 34|— their cient | to that of | ae Labour : 
i aes last the Prime Minister (Mr. parry upon a matter affecting rural dis- 
Hughes) moved the adjournment of the of 
_ House in order to enable the Government Paces y party eats Neen 
to further consider their position. Evi- become, of the Government and ‘of 
y _ dently that further consideration has right honorable gentleman’s mission if 
been given with the result that the there should be one absentee on th 
- Government have backed down from the Government side when the division. 18 
‘position they then assumed. Honorable taken? We all know that old-age 
- members will recollect that on the pre- sions ought to be increased. ass an he r 
ceeding Friday the Prime Minister, speak- orable member of the Labour party 
img in connexion with the invitation to brings forward a motion dealing wit 
attend the Imperial Conference, made it these pensions, it is quite possible that 
very clear ‘that his Government must will find support. from a majority of hon 
_ have immunity during his absence. On orable members, even from supporter 
ut _ the following Thursday a vote was taken the Government, and from the party 
in this House which was against the sitting in the corner. In such circum 
- Government by a majority of two, and stances, the Government would - becbor be 
led us into the present position. On defeated. But it would only be in ac 
; Friday | last the right honorable gentle- cordance with the promise of the Pree 
- man again said that unless some guarantee Minister that, although the Governmen 
was. given that the Government would be propose to take no other business during — 
safe during his absence it would be neces- his absence but the Tariff, if the House — 
“sary for him to give further consideration so desires, it may take up other a 
to. his position, but. the Leader of the ness. has 
Country Party (Dr. Earle Page) said Mr.’ Hueres.—l!l have said. ‘shee the 
that while his party were prepared to give policy of the Government was, and is, to 


easonable support to the Government submit only one thing to the House, and 
the absence of the Prime Minister that is the Tariff. | 


shey would not grant it immunity. In. yh CHARLTON —_But the > pe 


_ the absence of such immunity, it was 4 | 
? onorable gentleman went further the — 
quite: ie tie, during the Prime following day, and said that he had ne 
| a ibis Government 


chjection to the House dealing with other 
legislation if honorable members Res le 
to do so. : 

Mr. Hucues.—t said a lot of things — 
ea Le on the following day. I said, ‘‘ Who am 


] Vie aie a Re 
CHARLTON. Lp erin 145 say, I to prevent people working ? But T 


know that you do not want to work. 
anh ae matters ee require Mr CHARLTON 1 repudiate. ‘that 


interjection. I want to work. | 
2 are ‘erying out daily for Mr. Hvueuns.—Then you are, “ “pla , 


ent to Bent relief in certain . legging” on your class, 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I want iS “g 
us ae Sonatehis gentle- relief to the old people who are suffer 
nee, because the Government ing because of the high cost of liv 
ing. I want to give them something 
better had the House been more than they are receiving. Als 
her last February, so that want to see that justice is done to. those 
rs _could be. dealt _ with who are paying income tax. We ought 
not to be taxing married people with 
rash moment, prior to his comes of £156 per annum, or single 
telling us that we can people with incomes of £100 per ann | 
ing but the Tariff. when we know that, since that legislat: n 
I said so. . was passed, the’ a of living has in. 
poe Bub ‘the Prime creased by 50-per cent. If we do not 
| He said that if deal with the matter this session, 2 
he cond. see no. must tax these incomes next year and 


following year. Every one knows th 
‘this is. a buming ee because ‘Peo | 
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im receipt of £200 per annum, who can- 
not make ends meet, are being compelled 
to pay income tax. I mention this for 
éhe benefit of the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes), because he does not want to go 
away in ignorance of what may possibly 
happen. Tt is quite possible that this 
House may decide that legislation should 
be enacted, irrespective of “the Tariff, and 
ti a vote is carried against the Govern- 
ment they will be in the position they 
meeupied last Thursday. ‘1 cannot see 
what justification there is for the Prime 
Minister to adopt the course he has, be 
eause the Leader of the Country party 


(Dr. Earle Page) has clearly stated that: 


the members of his party are not pre- 
pared to grant immunity. Notwithstand- 
img this, the Prime Minister submits a 
motion that a certain paper be printed. 
We have already been forewarned con- 
cerning the necessity for Australia to be 
represented at the Imperial Conference, 
as an intimation to that effect was re- 
ceived last November. The position now 
is that, five or six months after that in- 
vitation was received, we are asked to 
agree to a motion that “the paper be 
wrinted,” although it was received last 
November. 


My, Huvcurs.—The printing of the 
@aper is immaterial; it was the oppor- 
4unity. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I admit that the 


printing of the paper is immaterial. 
‘The opportunity for what? 

Mr. Hucues.—For this House to de- 
@lare where it stands. 

Mr. CHARLTON. all very well 
for the Prime Minister to get away from 
the position he took up last week, when 
te said that he could not go abroad as 
the representative of the Commonwealth 
without immunity from attack. Will the 
Prime Minister say, if this motion is 
earried, that it will give him the im- 
wnunity he desires in face of the reiterated 
statements of the Leader of the Country 
party that, whilst they will give his Go- 
vernment reasonable support, they will 
not grant immunity from attack during 
Hig absence? That is my argument. The 
position is just as it was on Thursday 
Jast, and I am putting this forward for 
the information of the Prime Minister. 

Mr. Huenrs.—The position is no dif- 
ferent from what it has been during the 
past fourteen months. 
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‘ canner of the 


Ministry. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—It has not alte 
since the right honorable gentleman sp 
last. week, 

Mr. MoGratru.—But there is a ane 
ence in the Prime Minister’s attitude, ~™ 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The right oe 
able gentleman now says that ie does not 
want immunity. 

Mr. Hueuns.—I aa not say ‘hae Dat 
that the position of parties is practical lly 
the same as it has been during the ie 
fourteen months. r 

Mr. CHARLTON.—There have hoe 
several changes during the last fourteen 
months, and the most recent was on the 
other side of the chamber, when the hon- 
orable member for Roberson (Mr. Flem- 
ing) joined the Country party. The posi- 
tion is not what it has: been during the 
past fourteen months. 

Mr. Hucurs.—Where has one of. the 
honorable member’s supporters gone? _ 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The Prime Min o 
ister need not be concerned about that, 
as the honorable member to which he re- 
fers will be found voting solidly with the 
members of my party. 

Mr. Grerenr.—The Kalgoorlie ‘con: { 
tuency is now represented by an Bone 
able member on this side. sen 

Mr. CHARLTON.—We are in #l 
same position, so far as the strength 
parties is concerned, and I do not see an 
difference in the position from what it 
was last week, when the Prime Mimister 
made his statement. I ean sie a) 
Prime Minister — vir 


ness of the country being taken out’ ber 
the hands of the Government which he 
will be representing. I am nob particu 
larly concerned about the Prime Minister 
going to Great Britain, but I am anxious 
that nothing shall be done to fF | 
necessary legislation being introduce 
into this House, 

Sir Rosert Bxrst.—Is the honora: le 
member concerned about Australia bein 
represented at the Imperial Conference ? 

Mr. CHA RON. Yes, and be oe 


week. 
Interruption— 
Mr. SPEAKER —Order! TI Wee re- 
peatedly asked honorable members to Te- 
frain from interjecting. 
honorable member interjects a ch 
of replies by way of i 


Position of 


fellows, which leads to disorder, and 
I trust that honorable members Pil allow 
' the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
+ Charlton) to address the Chair without 
_ any further interference. 
roe Mr. CHARLTON.—In reply to the 
interjection by the honcrable member for 
’ Kooyong (Sir Robe:t Best), I may state 
_ that, on Friday last, I pointed out that, 
_ in my opinion, it was necessary for Aus- 
tralia to be represented at the Imperial 
Conference. On that occasion I men- 
_ tioned that, in view of the political situa- 
tion and the statement of the Prime Min- 
ister in this House that he was going 
| away, it was his duty to resign, and 
_ allow the Governor-General to exhaust 
the means of government at his disposal. 
The question would then be whether 
another Government could be formed 
- with a sufficient majority ta enable 
it to send a representative to Great 
Britain as early as possible. I have not 
moved from the position I took up 
last week. The only change that has 
_ taken place is in the attitude of the Go- 
- yvernment. J have not changed my atti- 
_ tude in the slightest ; but the Government 
4 has made a right-about turn. 
_ Mr. Hucues.—The position has not 
2 changed, as yet. We shall see when this 
- vote is taken. 
Mr. CHARLTON —That is so. The 
right honorable gentleman now says that 
the position has not changed; but that 
we shall see what support the Govern- 
‘ment have when this vote is taken, which 
_ Means that, if it is carried, there will be 
a vote of confidence in the Government, 
notwithstanding that the Leader of the 
Country party has said that his followers 
are not prepared to grant immunity. 
Mr. HucHEs.—It is also fair to say 
that the Leader of the Country party 
said that the vote on the motion cf ad- 
journment was not intended to be 
one of lack of confidence, or a means 
of taking the business out of the hands 
of the Government. 
/ Mr. Breynan.—But the 
‘a took it ag one. 
eS ot Sim CHARLTON.—The Leader of the 
Diaateys party said that it was not in- 
_ tended to take the business out of the 
hands of the Government. We must take 
the two statements together, that of the 
Prime Minister that he would not go 


w out eee ag and that of the 
“SERS aerate 


Government 
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his supporters were not prepared te 
grant immunity, The thing is so 
clear that we cannot get away from 
it, and the position has not altered 
since last Thursday. As I have already 
stated, there is urgent legislation demand 
ing the Attention of this Parliament, but 
it now appears that nothing will be 
undertaken, apart from the Tariff, untik 
the Prime Mirador returns. I enter my 
strong protest, and will vote against the 
motion, “, 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY (Hamey | 
[3.48].—It has been said that the present 
move is a ‘‘ climb down’’ on the part of 
the Government; but I am not going to — 
say whether thab is so or not until a vote 
is taken, although, up to the present, i 
appears to be so, The motion submitted 
by the*Prime Minister appears to have 
a twofold object—to show whether he shali 
represent the Commonwealth at the Im- 
perial Conference, and whether the me- 
tion submitted last Thursday by the hon- 
orable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett) was intended to take the business 
out of the hands of the Government. The 
Prime Minister wants an assurance from the — 
Country party that they did not intend 
to take the business out of the hands of 
the Government on that occasion. If the 
members of the Country party vote for 
the motion submitted to-day, it will 
be a clear indication that they did nok 
wish to embarrass the Government on 
Thursday last, when the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians moyed the adjourn- 

ment of the House to discuss une at 
of overseas freights. 

Mr. Jowrtr.—In opening my see is 
said I did not wish to embarrass the Go- 
vernment. : 

Mr. PARKER 
what was it for? a 

Mr. Jowrett.—To get a reduction ine 
freights, and I mean it still. ae 

Mr, PARKER MOLONEY.—And Be 
honorable member desired the motion: to 
be defeated ? a 

Mr. Tupor.—It was so 
air,’ 

Mr, PARKER MOLONEY .—The hon- 
orable member for Grampians now ad- 
mits that his motion was, as the Leader 
of the Opposition suggests, so much * ‘bot 
air.’ aa 
Mr. Jowzrr.—My constituents are ae | 
fering as the result of excessive freights. us 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY ae so" 
are mine. : 


MOLONEY Then, * 


much 


‘hob 


7506 

Mr. Jowstr.—And the honorable mem- 
ber supported me. 

“Mr. SPEAKER. Order! 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—On that 
eccasion I supported the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians because my consti- 
tuents are suffering just as much hardship 
as are those in the district he represents. 
I thought the honorable member was sin- 
eere in submitting the motion. 

_ Mr. Jowzrr.—So I was. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—But the 
honorable member now says he did not 
wish to embarrass the Government. 

_. Mr. Jowrrr.—tI said so at the outset. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — How 
could *the honorable member give an in- 
struction to the Government if he did not 
desire the motion to be carried? . _ 

Mr. Jowert.—It was the only means 
of having the matter discussed. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I could 
understand the honorable member desir- 
ing to have his motion carried as it was 
carried last Thursday, since we could not 
hope to secure in any other way the re- 
dress of the grievances of the primary 
producers. The honorable member now 
says, however, that he did not desire the 
motion to be carried. 

Mr. Jowrrr 1 dud desire to get it 
varried, and it was carried. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—tThe 
Prime Minister now comes along with a 
motion in which he practically asks the 
Corner party to say that, by the vote they 
gave on Thursday last, ‘they did not in- 
tend to take the business of the House 
eut of the hands of the Government. He 
wants them to reverse that vote. If they 
do, then the climbing down will have been, 
“not by the Government, but by the Coun- 
try party. Every honorable member is 
entitled to his own opinion, but my view 
is that, if the Prime Minister induces the 
“Country. party to go back on the vote 
they gave last Thursday, he will have 
won. The Country party alone will have 
climbed down. I am not going to say 
that they intend to climb down until I 
see how they vote on this question. The 
Prime Minister is assuming that every- 
‘thing will be satisfactory from his point 
ef view—that the Country party are 
going to vote for this motion. — 
Mr. Fenron.—He has a promise that 
| the WE of them will vote for it. 


‘ 
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Such statements are all very w 


_vernment will not be granted imm 


vote they recorded here last Tl ir 


the House out of the hands « 


! 2s + ace a : 


Ministry. | ee 


Mr. PARKER “MOLONI 
doubt. Judging by the expression 
faces of honorable members of the 


beth was arrived at before tHe met 
afternoon. 


the effect that his party dig not intenc | 
grant immunity to the Government 


they are of no ayail unless ¢ 
backed up by ‘a vote in this Hou 
seems to me that members of the Count 


party have agreed amongst themsel es 
make the public statement that the G 


from attack during the Prime Mi 
absence, but that in actual practi¢e 
shall be no attempt to- put them ou 
office. I know that honorable mem 
of the pany desire it to 80, a 


votes they give in this House rather 
by any statement they may mek 


to grant the Government immunity 
vote they give on this question w; 
exactly where they stand. By voti 
this motion, the honorable memb 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) and thos 
ciated with him will simply rev 


and prove themselves to bea in th 
Minister’s bag. a 

Sir ROBERT BEST — (« 
'4.54]—The Opposition membe 
devoted a considerable amount o 
tion to the Country party, hono 
members of which have prope 


fortunate about it. a 
Sir ROBERT BEST. The Co 


ing as they dine on Thursday la 
not their desire to take the hn 


pinning Chee Aa ree that Australia 
shall be represented at the forthcoming 
Imperial Conference. When the matter 
was before the House some days ago, it 
was conceded by all three parties that it 
was not only desirable, but vital, -that 
_ Australia should be represented, and it 
eis also conceded all round that no one 
could so. adequately _ or capably represent. 
; Australia. as could the Prime ee: 

Y Mr. Ryan.—No. . 

_ Sir ROBERT BEST.—I do not hesi- 
tate to say that there is no man, not 
‘merely’ im this Parliament, but in this 
country, who, by reason of his experience 
and knowledge, could so effectively repre- 
sent Australia at the Imperial Conference 
as can the Prime Minister. No man 


_ the power and influence that fhe Prime 
_ Minister does i in the Old Country and in 
_ the councils of the British Empire. Tf 
this be conceded, then why, in the best 
interests of | “Australia, should not the 
4 Prime Minister be permitted to go? 
is entitled to go. He represents the 
largest. of the three parties in this House, 
ee i ee 1 Meta last, oot 


ia an mterior to it. We could have no 
better guarantee that, having regard to 
all the int rests involved;. ne is erbitted 


“ Bower to Ue to honor- 
Netie mem rs from another stand-point. 


the Imperial Conference are of 
2 the mo et vital concern to “ape alee 


| : whole Empire. 
; aga ain, could anything be more 
than the question of the Anglo- 
ity and its renewal? These 
the chief matters to be dealt 
Conference, and in regard to 


ce ledge and experience. I 
. ar aka than any Site 


They are of 
character, 


take up. Matters of party intrigue, tk 


_ coming from Australia could command. 


with the Prime Minister and the Go 
He . 


Cover 


‘The quest ns to be submitted and dealt 


sede not say that. 


Prime Minister’s absence: in - England 


and 
Conference are not in zeny: way preeiee 


regard Auusthilia’s welfabel and interes in eo 
so far as they are affected by these ques- 
tions from an entirely non-party stanc 
point. The highest duty of the Hou 
is that all parties should co- operate 
sending the Prime Minister to the Con- 
ference, and so securing the very best and 
most effective representation ‘that t 
Commonwealth could obtain. From 
non-party stand-point, that is the att 
tude which honorable members shou 


reconstruction or resignation of the Go- 
vernment at this critical juncture, and 
questions of domestic concern, are insig-— 
nificant compared With the magnitude. of 
the subjects to be dealt with at the Co 
ference. The whole question of Australia 
representation is far too important 4 
be trifled with, or to be subordinated — 
mere party issues. It is far too serious — 
to be dealt with from any other stand- 
point than that of the interests of Aus-— 
tralia. I have had strong differences 


vernment, but I dare not, and I sub- 
mit honorable members generally cannot, — 
challenge for one moment the experience _ 
and capacity of the right honorable mem- 
ber to represent us at the Conference. ~ 
I appeal to honorable members to subor- 
dinate everything else to the sending to ~ 
the Old Country of the best man that — : 
Australia can send. My ‘honorable — 
friends, the members of the Country 
party, have most properly said, ‘‘ Whilst — 
we cannot guarantee to the Government _ 
complete immunity from attack during — 
the absence of the Prime Minister—that 
is rather too big an order to expect from 
us—we undertake that no advantage 
be taken of the Government—— _ 

Mr. McWituiams.—Oh, no! 
not say that. 

Mr. James Pacr.—The Carne par 


We do 


Sir ROBERT BEST. {Phe 
“Whilst we cannot guarantee Cia) x0 
vernment complete immunity from atta C 
we do undertake that no undue advan 
tage will be taken of them during t. 


That is a legitimate assurance, which t 
Prime Minister and the Government a 
justified in accepting, and I am pertesen 
satisfied from my knowledge of ay) hous 


they wal. see that Australian inte Ss 
which are to be discussed at the Imperial | 
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by SS: which may take place in this 

“Chamber. I appeal to honorable mem- 
bers to look at the matter from the Aus- 
tralian point of view, and also from the 
atand-point of the magnitude of the in- 
terests which are involved. 


@ Mr. NICHOLLS (Macquarie) [4.2].— 
IT intend to support the amendment. I 
wish to express, in as few words as pos- 
sible, my absolute disapproval of the ac- 
tion of the Government during the past 
three or four days. When, owing to 
apathy of the Government, the formal 
motion for adjournment, submitted by 
the honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett), had been carried, the 
Prime Minister immediately rose, and 
in the most indignant manner de- 
manded that the Ministry should be 
given some assurance by the Country 
party of immunity from attack during his 
absence in England, failing which he 
would have to consider his position. As 
a matter of fact, he did consider it the 
whole afternoon, and upon the following 
morning moved the adjournment of the 
House in order that he might give further 
consideration to it, at the same time de- 
manding from the Country party an as- 
surance that in the event of his going to 
the Imperial Conference they would not 
harass the Government in any shape 
or form. He failed to get that assurance, 
and once more considered his position. 
Yet he has come into the House this after- 
noon under exactly similar conditions to 
those which existed when we adjourned 
on Friday last, and has told honor- 
able members that he is quite satisfied 
with the present position. Although he 
has received from the Country party no 
assurance of the character he desired, he 
is quite satisfied to take anything which 
that party may give him, so long as he 
is permitted to hang on to office. To my 
mind there is only one reasonable course 
for the Government to adopt, namely, to 
resign. They, have neither the confidence 
of a majority of honorable members of 
this House nor of a majority of the elec- 
tors of Australia. Consequently, they are 
merely intriguing for the purpose of hang- 
ing on to office. I know of no other Go- 
vernment which would have the audacity 
to cling to office as they are doing, if its 
members had suffered defeat in the way 
that they have suffered it. If this motion 
be carried it will not be the Government 
which will have climbed down—it wil! be 
the Country party which will have “ caved 


} 
f 
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other day that under no ¢cire 
would its members “ wet-nurse ” 
istry, or give them any definite 
upon any particular subject. Bu 
the common decency to say that t 
not ‘harass the Government or 
obstacles in the way of the Prime M: 
going to the Imperial Conference, 
me read the statement which 
by the Leader of that party at the 
ning of this crisis, Upon the ¢ 
when the motion for the adjournr 
carried, he is reported to have 
statement regarding the action af 
Country party— 
The official attitude of the Coutamy p 


wards the position was made known 
leader of the party, Mr. EH. Page, 


-Country party’s meeting had ended, He 


that the situation that had arisen 
been caused through any premeditated 
by the Country party, but was due to 
vernment failing to continue the d 
the motion for the adjournment. 
than this he would not commit h 
the Country party members as 
adopted the attitude that they 

simply awaiting developments. 
feeling expressed at their meeting 
evening was that the Government | 
thank for the middle tinvwhich aa 
and that it was for the Government 
way out of the difficulty. On the 
it is understood that several member 
Country party would not have been 
to vote against the Government 
known that a crisis was likely to’ a 
that the Ministry’s fate would be 
The motion moved by Mr. Jowett 
intended by the party as an attack 17 
Ministry, and at least one of the 
party members admitted that he 
realized the full significance of the 
When the Leader of the Coun 
-was charged with having ma 
statement, he, promptly denied 
made it. But I am prepared to 
if one-half or two-thirds of t. 
had known that a political cris 
arise if they voted for the form 
for adjournment, they would 1 
voted against the Government 
they not. been able to escape in a 
way, they would have. been abs 
the division was. taken. 

Mr. Jowurr.—They did ne 
against the Government. aaa ry 
my motion. 

Mr. NICHOLLS. — The . 
member, by. his motion, took 
ness out of the hands of the Gov 
and that is why all this t 


at he and his Paine are 
that they 


cae thing to the Govern- 


. NICHOLLS. treat mation. ‘will 
‘never be forgotten by the Ministry. 
ie Mr. Jowprr. ae hope that it will not 
é yp 


i Mr NICHOLLS You and your party” 


ered ne House this afternoon looking 
oe eg beaten for three or 


Me SPEAKER (on. Sir Elliot John- 
son) —Order! Will the honorable mem- 
‘ber address the Chair instead of address- 

gs honorable members direct ? | 

3 NICHOLLS. — Yes. The look 
u OD. the faces of certain members of 

‘ party when they entered the 

is afternoon was most pitiful. 


est of 1 my belief, the members of 


ntend to vote with the Go- 
on. this motion. They in- 
re Government a cs 


a Oe Ghatibert Their 
: - this question will 
‘The hon- 
ber ae Kooyong (Sir 
) has stated that’ they 
Bey most consistently since 

i nt in this Chamber. 
T°am. prey ea to say that they have; 
there has never been a party which has 
msistently in its inconsistency 
he Country party. Those 
embers have on each and 
, vital and otherwise, ‘‘sat 
3 they have never taken any 

nm any particular subject. 
e subject of the Country — 


to say that my main reason — 


VE the Pci Minister should 
re 


Country to attend the 


I do not think od 
O- ot think he has any Reon 


“hae views, pete do 


e or hit Bb Hibs now. 
ere are men in Aus- 


did such a. 


Ministry. ‘a i 
Aisiiet ce cyotnna oy in ee ; 
mendous expenditure. He i quite 
capable of misrepresenting the views — 
Australia. He has never te any degr Pi 
respected the interests of Australia in he 
past, and it is not reasonable to expec 
him to do so in the future. But he | 
prepared to say that be will do anything 
provided -he is permitted to go to BR a: 
Conference now. If thé vote to be tak 
will stop his going I shall do my bes 
induce as many as possible to support the’ 
amendment. If the Prime Minister had 
the slightest sense of dignity he and hi 
Government would immediately resign 


Mr, FLEMING (Robertson) [4.14]. 
The need for the representation of Aus 
tralia at the Imperial Conference 
agreed on equally by all menibers of the 
House. I take it there is nob a single | 
individual who does not consider that in 
the present state of the world’s polities 
it is not only desirable, but essential that 
Australia’s voice should be heard. The 
position in this House is a very unusua 
one. My name has been mentioned here 
to-day as one who has left the Govern. 
ment party for the Country , party. 
say definitely that there are other mem 
bers in the House who were elected, just 
as J was, on the nomination of the 
Nationalist and Country parties. Under 
no conditions can the Nationalist Govern- 


ment claim those members as absoliite 


supporters. The members of the Country — 
party owe allegiance to the people who — 
sent them here—to people who expect their 
representatives to play fair to every coun- 
try interest—and surely those representa 
tives, having that dual nomination, are_ 
always free at any time to give ‘their 
adherence’ to the party which they thin 
Nes do most in the interest of their con 
‘eth _ The honorable member fo 


iretat us @ a Brioay of the Prime: Min. 
ister (Mr. Hughes), and told us that he 
is fhe only man who can ade 


the pon man fit to represent. er e 
I am strongly of opinion that, if possible. 


Sale 


an Australian ee Oe 7 ie ‘ 


me 3G 
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represent Australia, it is time Austraha 
saw the position with more widely-opened 
eyes. Despite the magnificent efforts of 
our boys at the Front, there is, as any 
man who knows the East at all must 
be aware, a. belief in more than 
one Eastern nation, that Australia will 
not fight. That belief arose quite natur- 
ally from the position which was taken up 
here whilst the war was on, 
Prime Minister, above all, is responsible 
for the position. The Prime Minister, 
‘who was the most aggressive man in Aus- 
tralia, is now speaking in the most humble 
way. When he spoke here last week on 
this question he was “as mild a man- 
nered man” -.as ever addressed this 
chamber. Those people who have in 
their minds the idea that. Australia 
will not fight, get it trom the 
attitude which the Prime Minister 
himself has shown here. In the days 
when we were not in danger from Hastern 
quarters he talked in an aggressive way, 
but in-the days when there may be some 
danger, not from any particular nation, 
but from the whole.of the teeming Hast 

he speaks more mildly than any man be- 


fore. Australia is not ‘looking for 
fight ’’; Australia’s motto, I hold, should 
always be to defend and not defy. But 


we must surely make it plain that we men 
born, as we are, of British parentage, 
will not crumple up at the first sign of 
opposition. Australia can easily be better 
represented at the Imperial Conference 
than by a man who has taken up the atti- 
tude that I have described: on the part of 
the Prime Minister, and who has talked 
as he did here last week. The Country 
party has given a definite assurance, and 
the Prime Minister cannot ask for com- 
plete immunity for his Government. 
What party with, any self respect, 
with any principles or programme—wit 

any consideration for the interests of 
those who sent them here—could give im- 
munity to any Government? 


There are various matters in connexion 


with the administration of the Govern- 


ment which I propose to speak on at 
another time, and which are enough to 
cause any man to consider his position 
very carefully. The legislative acts of the 
Government have received the sanction of 
all on this side of the House, but their 
administrative acts have met with a great 
deal of objection, both in this corner and 
in many places throughout the country. 


It would be suicidal, it: would be worse 


Mr. Fleming. 


Lats at 


and the 


first thing happened. 


M store 


our nonstie ents if we gave the Brae? 
Minister or the Government any im-_ 
munity during his absence, The Govern- 
ment, like all Governments, must accept 
full ‘responsibility for the position - in 
which they find themselves. ys 
Mr. LAZZARINI (Werrtwa) [4.19] — Ne 7 
I am more convinced than ever as the de- — he 
bate goes on; and as_ the position — 
develops, that the Government, in des- a 
peration, are using the Imperial sae 
ence in order to get out of the a 
wkward position in which they find them- ~ 
selves. During the debate to-day we have — 
had many interjections to the effect that 
Australia must be represented ab the Con- Fe . 
ference. To that I raise no chjection. f ( 
but I say emphatically that I would 
rather there should be no representation — 
than that the National Party of Aus- ~ 
tralia should be degraded. It seems to 
me that the representation of Australia at 
the Imperial Conference is being need hee ie 
the Government and the National sie Ny 
as they used the old flag-wagging busi- 
ness in the past, that is, to get themselves — 
on to the Treasury bench, and, being 
there, to stay there. The further the 
position develops the more undignified. 
becomes the action of the Prime Min 
ister »(Mr. Hughes), the Government, 
and the Nationalist party. The Prime 
Minister rode the high horse when the 
Erratic, as he 
always is, he made several threats 
of the dire penalties which he was going 
to hand out to all and sundry if the thing - 
was not rectified at once; but he imme 
diately receded from that position, and 
comes down now with the very mild and 
simple motion that a paper should be 
printed, saying that the vote on that 
motion is to test whether the Government _ 
have the confidence of Parliament. It — 
seems to me that the whole of this action 
of the Government, undignified as it is, 
is being forced upon them by the vested 
interests that they represent. Appa ar-- 
ently, it does not matter how undignified 
they are, or what attitude they take up. 
to discredit themselves in this regard, 
they must hang on in order that the ime 
terests that the Prime Minister represents 
shall be represented at the Imperial Con- 
ference. We are told that nothing else 
can oF Be before this Parliament | 


et Whatever questions of vital im- 
_ portance may arise during the next few 
months, it matters not how the interests 
of Australia may suffer so long as 
_ the Prime Minister is in Great Britain 
with his Imperialistic friends dur- 
ing the sittings of the Imperial Con- 
ference, where possibly he may sacrifice 
) Australia’ 3 interests as he. sacrificed them 
_ when he was over there before. It is very 
unfortunate indeed that Australia should 
be represented by the Prime Minister at 
the Imperial Conference, and more unfor- 
-tunate still that that representation is to 
be brought: about by worse than an indig- 
“nity. being heaped upon this National 
» Parliament. 


as to the interjection in which the Prime 
_ Minister told the honorable member for 
~ Hunter (Mr. Charlton) that if he wanted 
~ work hae was -“ black-legging ” on his 
class. Those are the interjections that 
~ cause Parliament to be ridiculed outside. 
Of course, they tell us now that that was 
a joke, like the vote which the Farmers’ 
: ueeety brought about the other day; but 
these undignified interjections, making 
Parliament a laughing-stock, come from 
the gentleman who holds the highest posi- 
tion in the House. J hey are the drops 
of water that, are gradually wearing away 
the stone. The Prime Minister some- 
times becomes very indignant when the 
4 "newspapers | ‘criticise Parliament and 
_ speak contemptuously of it, but interjec- 
: tions of that sort, particularly when they 
come from the. Prime Minister, are invit- 

ing that sort of thing. If we are going to 
i rties here like the Farmers’ party, , 
ill give a vote on one day and 
next, and like the Nationalist 
ationalist Government, which 
efeated and hang on to oihce im 
ieir defeat, then we are fast ~ 
aye time when we must have 
method than thé parliamen- 
‘i ‘sag ae our national 


be [se it ig an unnecessary cost 
seless for the pore a which it 


‘te 


ee the ‘country are. -con- 


ment of the House, the honorable me 


In conclusion, f wish to rhake reference - 


3 doubt about that. 


His heen the = ee is. ‘carried or ee 
not, the Government will be still an un- | 
dignified one hanging on to office i in “spite 
of any and every vote. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) 4 25 | 
——The paper laid on the table this after- ibe 
noon, and the resolutions passed by t 
Nationalist party as to what they intend 
to do in the future, are most amusing to 
me. I wish first to speak seriously to the 
honorable member for Grampians (- 
Jowett). In the first place, he mo 
the adjournment of the House to dra’ 
attention to the excessive rates of freight 
both on the coast and overseas. — 
Mr. Arxtnson.—Only overseas. — 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—That was quite 
enough, tco. In moving the adjourn 


ber for Grampians questioned the Com 
monwealth Line of Steamers—— © 
Mr. Jowrerr.—I never referred to it 
once. 
Mr, JAMES PAGE.—That Be a 
all the worse. I am glad that the hon- — 
orable member has made that interjec- 
tion, and that the Minister for Home one 
Territories (Mr. Poynton) confirms it, 
because there is no doubt in my mind, 
or in the mind of any other merihees 
of the House, except those who are sup- i 
porting the Government, and blind sup-_ 
porters of the Government at that, that — 
the Commonwealth Line of Steamers i 1s in 
the Combine. Kaas 
Mr. Jowerr.—I think there is. no 


Mr. JAMES PAGE hee the hon 
orable member is again! He blows ho 
one minute and extremely cold the next 

Mr. Jowrert.—Not at ah It i is oy 
question of fact. 

Mr. JAMES’ PAGE. 1 there was no 
* fight in the honorable member’s motion, 
“what did he move it for? ~ | i 

Mr. Jowrrr.—In order to vain ti late a 
question of great public importance 


namely, the excessive rates of. ocea: 
. freights. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—It was on su 


public importance that it has caused a 
crisis in the Federal Bidder oo | 
whole week. . 
portant it was. 

Mr. Poynron.—You did Does 4 cc 
freights in your eye when the hon 
member for 


on it. 


selves. 


Ta co Position of 


: Sate: JAMES PAGE.—As 


Mr. Parker Mo.onsy.—How can they 


vote for it? 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—How can they 
vote for it? Because the country knows, 


“and every man in the House knows, that 


the Country party is the tail of the 


Nationalist party. At the election, their 


slogan was ‘‘ Anti-Labour’’ all the time. 
They said, ‘‘ We claim all the anti- 


eene votes,’’ and they* got them. 


Mr. Frentron.—Not in every case. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—In the majority 


of cases they did. 


Mr, Jowerr.—Settle it among your- 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The day of 
judgment is not far off for the honorable 
member for Grampians. He is the cause 
of all this “‘rumpus.’’ He moved the 
motion, and admitted afterwards, and 
still admits, that he did not know the 


gun was loaded. 


told the Prime Minister so, 


. 


Mr. Jowert.—No; that is your state- 
ment. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. oe has already 
and the 
Prime Minister told the House on Friday 


| last. 


Mr. Hector ‘Lamonp.—But it was 
your picture that got into cane illustrated. 
press! 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. at shall deal 
with the picture business afterwards. 

ae Every picture tells a story ’’—honor- 


) able members all know the advertisement 


of Doan’s backache cure. The  honor- 


‘able member is suffering from backache 


to-day. The honorable member did not 
know that his gun was loaded, but he 
could not run away from his own motion, 


f when the Opposition called for a divi” 


sion. 
Mr. Jowrrr.—So you say. I had no 
desire to do so. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—If he had run 


| tay he would have been politically dead 


for ever and ever, amen. 
Mr. Jowerr. a voted for the ea 
beeanse IT was in favour of it. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—-If the honorable 


( aire understood. parliamentary proce- 
‘dure, he would have known that if such 
a motion is carried the business is taken 
Oat. ie the hands. of ibe: Aas Sie 


| to. the 
motion which the Prime Minister asks - 
“the House to pass to-day, all I have to 
say is that if the Country party vote for 
the second clause, they are not made of 
the stuff that I think they are made of. 
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‘Government napping. | 
was not the first occasion on_ 


have not the slightest d 
é Prime ae has been 


Mr. Jowzrr. yD hoee that qu 
Mr. JAMES PAGE. es wh 


anere mane vote for the be mot 
submitted, by the Prime Minister 0- 
they are a lot of political mongre Je a 


Mr. SPEAKER—Order! ‘ 
mark is a Bross: reflection es oe a 


ve J. AMES PAGE. ie it is 
sive, L withdraw it. 
Mr, Stewart. ave is most. + off ni 


fore ug means life or death to a : ae 
ment. os i 
Mr. Pornron.—lIt is a case ° 
and the outs. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE ae 
duty of the Opposition but to pull ¢ 
vernment from the Treasury be | 
first. opportunity. 
of my party, I shall take 
of every opportunity 


have done that, and I hope it v 
be the last. The second mo 
mitted by the Prime Minister a : 
washing proposal, and I have © 
whispered in the lobbies, . 
loudly, that three or four membes of 
Country party will be conveniently ¢ 


could mention the names of tho 
able members. ~~ si 

Mr. Fremine.—Let us have the nal 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I shall” 
see how events turn out, and, i 
sary, I shall disclose the names” 
occasion arises. | 

Mr. Greson.—Cannot you a 
the names now? They would be | of. 
interest to me. : 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. i nihe: i 
tion would do the honorable me 
good, for it would only reveal to 
shallow is human nature, partict 
the case of some gentlemen in w 
tegrity he has the greatest fait 
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otherwise ‘he would not have acted as he attack only when they are in recess. No 
has done to-day. As the honorable mem- one knows that better than does the 


_ ber for Robertson (Mr, Fleming) said, 
he is as mild as a sucking dove. Gompare 
the Prime Minister now with the Prime 
Minister three years ago, who used-to 
come to the House in a truculent mood 
-and try to flog us to perdition. But 
many of those who were members then 
are still in this House, and I hope that 

+ we shall return with an interesting ma- 
© jority after the next election. lt has 
been suggested that the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) has a 
secret understanding with the Prime Min- 
ister. It will be remembered that re- 
cently a conference of the Farmers and 
Settlers Associations and the Country 
parties of the different States was held in 
Sydney. At that time the honorable 
member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) 
was Leader of the Federal Country party, 
_* and in a press interview he stated the 
objects and intentions of his party, par- 
' ticularly in regard to matters that would 
be brought forward on the re-assembling 
- of this Parliament. The interviewer 
_ pointedly asked the honorable member, 
_ “Are the whole of your party in favour 
_ of that policy? ’’ and the honorable mem- 
ber replied, ‘‘I cannot answer for the 
party. We decide things in the party 
room, hut when members go into the 
House they are free to vote as they 
choose.’’ 


ml shell. 


Pees oF se SAR ty EN 


| Honorable members in the corner 
are not a party at all; they are only a 


rabble, 
_ Mr. Jowsrr.—Are we to infer from 
the honorable member’s remarks that 


as they like? 
a Mr. "JAMES PAGE.—I ask the honor- 
able member to give notice of that ques- 
> tion. He is the one man in. this 
_ Parhament upon whom the eyes-of all 
- . Australia are fixed ta-day. That is why 
_ the Governor-General has returned to 
Melbourne from Sydney; he wants to 
~ know what the honorable member intends 
» to do. The honorable member voted on 
Thursday last to turn the Government 
’. out of. office, and we shall be interested to 
see. what he will do to-day. But the 
Prime Minister seems to be very sure of 
his ground. I have been in Parliament 
‘with him for many years, and I have 
learned from him a lot of what I. know of 
political tactics, but I tell him that the 
BEG. es gaa a may claim Senge from 


‘both sides of. the House. 


That is the position in a nut- 


members of his party are not free to vote 


Leader of thé Government, and, knowing © 
him as I do, I cannot for the life of mé 
understand why he convened Parliament 
three weeks ago instead of continuing the 
recess as long as he possibly could. 1 
warn him that unless he has honorable 
members of the Country party in his 
pocket they will ‘‘sell him a pup” at oe 
earliest opportunity. ie 

In regard to the Imperial Conference, 
I agree ‘with many honorable members on 
The forth- 
coming gathering of Empire statesmen 
will be the most momentous for Australia 
that has ever been held. I have heen ° 
fighting for the White Australia policy — 
ever since I have been in active politics, 
and that is nearly forty years. 
honorable member for Robertson (Mr. 
Fleming) said that the Prime Minister, 
net being an Australian, could not repre- 
sent Australia. J am not an Australian 
born, but I take second place to no man 
in my loyalty to this country. My home 
is here, my interests are here, and my 
family are Australian, and I would die 
for Australia. . 

Mr. Fremrng.—Those who were born 
here understand Australia better than 
others. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—l understand 
Australian sentiment, and I think the 
Prime Minister does, too. I say emphati-— 
cally that it would be a crime if Australia — 
were not represented at the Imperial Con- 
ference. Our whole national life may de- 
pend upon what takes place at that Con- 
ference. That is why I am in favour of 
some man from Australia representing 
us there. JI am quite at a loss to under- 
stand the attitude of members of the 
Country party. If they vote for the mo- 
tion submitted to-day by the Prime Min= — 
ister, they will make it clear that he knew _ 
what was in their minds when he said: 
that a number of them did not know 
what they were voting for on Thursday 
last, and that they did not know that 
the “ gun was loaded.” 
them will be able to explain their posi- 
tion, and particularly the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians, whom I cannot forget 
in connexion with the present position. 
I ask the Prime Minister now to say 
whether he honestly believes that the hon- 
orable member for Grampians did not, on 
Thursday last, know that the “‘ gun was 
loaded?” No reply. 3 


The: 


Perhaps some of — 
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Mr. Hucuzs. —Questions at this stage 
are disorderly. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Then 3 might 
ask the right honorable gentleman to re- 
peat now the reference he made to the 
‘ Sphinx the other day. It is clear that 
Ane can be a sphinx when it suits him. 
“The honorable member for Grampians 
will surely not tell me that when the vote 
was taken on Thursday last, on his motion 
for the adjournment of the House, he did 
not know what he was voting for. 

Mr. Jowetr.—I knew exactly what I 
was voting for, and, on a similar motion, 
T would vote again in the same way. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—How will the 
honorable member vote on the motion now 
before the House? 

Mr. Jowztr.—That is another question 
altogether. This is not a question dealing 
with ocean freights. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son ).—Order! I suggest to the honorable 
member for Grampians that, if he finds 
he cannot refrain from interjecting, he 
had better retire temporarily from the 
Chamber, 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The Prime Min- 
ister is, to-day, giving honorable members 
an opportunity of registering a vote on 
two points—Whether the House is de- 
sirous that the Government should not 
regard the vote on Thursday as ove in- 
tended to take the business of the House 
out of its hands; and whether it wishes 
the Prime Minister to represent Australia 
at the Imperial Conference. If the hon- 
orable member for Grampians did mean 
what he said, he is the greatest conjurer 
with words I have ever heard of. JI have 
always believed that the honorable mem- 
ber was serious, but we are now told that 
his motion was merely by-play to venti- 
late something. Honorable members will 
recollect that I told them on Thursday, 
long before the vote was taken on the 
* motion, that members of the Country 
party would not vote for it. I did not 
dream that a vote would be taken on the 
motion. I assumed that honorable mem- 
bers opposite, if not of the Country party, 
then of the Nationalist party, would have 
sufficient nous to talk the motion out. 
If I had been sitting on the Nationalist 
side, certainly no yale on it would have 
been taken. 

Mr. Hvucuzs.—If I had been here 
there would have been no vote taken on 
ib. 


ieee a | 


explosion be fraught with ire 


Mspeiry. 


lieve that. In conclusion, I ‘say he 
the members of the Country paity 
true to their statements and to the 
they recorded on Thursday last, at 
not be possible for them to reverse 
vote to-day. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) (4.45 7 

I am pledged to vote against the Go- 
vernment on ,each and every opportu 
and I shall do so. I have s neere y 
csmed the members of the Co. ntry p 
to this House, because I recognise 

usually, the members of a new party are 
more honest and more steadfast than 
others in their pledges to their con 
stituents, and more ‘determined — 
carry them out. According to 
old. proverb, li.tle dogs just leay 
their mothers may expect to meet a 
of cuffs and kicks in going through 
world. The Country party has had its 

first rebuff and, probably, as long as they — 
live, members of that party will, in 
future, know that once a motion is 1 ged 


may turn out to be a lode gun, 
quences, 


The honoranis jiemeee font Rie 
(Mr. Fleming) spoke of the East, a 


that Australians will not fight. The h 
orable member will agree that A 

lians have emblazoned their name wi 
noble record on the firmament of war 
no nation can now have any doubt that 
the cry of Australia is raised Aust li 

will fight. A sense of bashfulness, and 
the Stone of the cover of the volume, { 
bids me quoting at length from a be 
which I have here, because I was one wh 
supplied some notes for it. In 190! 
became converted to’a view I did — 
hold previously. When I saw the mig 
millions of the East living in g 
health under conditions under - 
Europeans could not possibly — 
and when I _ recognised the 
of the nation which was then 
ing Russia, I came to the con 
that if the East were led by that at 


China or Japan, I should: fed t 
motto, and that would be, ‘* Death 
white races.”? Our record. an 


id eee ee 


amished for what trey did. Follow- 
up the remarks made by the honor- 


a Guotation from page 54 of this volume, 
rom 4 statement made by Baron Katsura, 
at a time when there was an idea that 
the Hast would be led by Japan. , 
Mr. Fuemimneg.—I was net speaking 
only of Japan by any’ means. 

Dr. MALONEY.—I qui.e understand 
that the honorable member was referring 
to China, Qndia, and other Eastern 
nat.ons.. I have no des:re to misrepre- 
sent him. Baron Katsura said— 


é - Whether or not it is the destiny of Japan 
to be leader of the East remains to be un- 
folded, but if ever that responsibility shall 
be hers, there is one thing of which the 
world: may be sure, and that is, that she will 
. not will a retrace her steps, baat she will, 


Romory,. of a iehitetionb made ee ihe 
general who led the J apanese against the 
Chinese’ and conquered them. He sa‘d 
shat in the middle of the century in 
hich we now are, Japan wou'd be fight- 


world. I recognise what J apan has done 
for Australia. I appreciate it, and pay 
that country reverence for it. “My belief 
is that, had Japan been joined to Ger- 
many, the members of this Parliament 
might to-day be speaking in Japanese or 
German. Japan was a loyal ally, but, 
U said in my book, when I thought of 
East in: conflict with the West, I 
should such a conflict come, that 
the European nations and the great 
United States, of America will then be 


Paesainy the Teutons, 
Dan supported by Italy 
and Russia, whose territories 


ve just passed would take 
said then, we have one great 
lerica,, who | to-day stands 
The 
red by Admiral Sperry i in New 
ee be taught throughout 
; “You have no 
hile ‘the Stars and Stripes 


: Aven, 1921 1 


Th the! te races 
injured the Eastern. people were to 


e member for Robertson, I shall m:ke 


Europe for the domination of the 
not take half and half measures. 


tralia down to the white races as a legacy 
for ever. 


letter that was ever acted upon by a 
i nation. 


M Finistry. 


the offer madg to me of a teeta pe 
Japan against the wish of America, 
would say ‘‘No.’’ Our greatest hope is i 
that immense nation whose people speak 
our tongue. | “As to the choosing of © 
representative of Australia at the Pea 
Conference, the Senate, of course, would 
be all but unanimous in voting for the a 
Frime Minister, and, although I have — 
fought the right honorable gentleman 
year after year, and would like to jal 
him politically, I da not think any on 
man would have a chance.of beating him 
if a similar selection were made at this 
House. | 
Mr. Parker PM aconen, __Would « ‘you 
vote for him ? 


Dr. MALONEY.—If the choice were 
babween a gentleman who represents the 
void and the Prime Minister, I would 
vote for the latter, because, ath all his 
faults he has courage, and that I do not 
think the other man has. 

Mr. Parker Mononey.— What about 
sending” Jowett ? 


Dr. MALONEY.—His company is Ae 
pleasant to lose. If I might make a 
suggestion to the Country party, it is 
this, a gift bestowed grudgingly is never 
welcomed. If you are going to support. 
the Government, do it thoroughly; do 
Doone 
thing or the other. Some members speak _ 
like lions and act like cats. This isa 
turning point in the history of Australia. 
I firmly believe that the colour that — 
dominates this continent will ultimately — io 
rule the world, and I want to hand Aus- — 


Sigs, 


We must be represented at the 
forthcoming Conference. If it were pos- 
sible to send a representative from each 
of the three parties in the House, 
together with the honorable member for 
Barrier (Mr. Considine), the independent 
member whose party is absolutely unan 
mous, and if the Prime Minister led tha: 
representation of four, he would be so 
supported that Europe would know that 
Australia is for the White Australia police 
for all time. The tone adopted need-ne 
convey the slightest insult to that co 
try which helped us so much during th 
war. I shall on another occasion qu te 
the greatest letter ever penned by the. 
hand of man, or ever framed in t 

brain of man; that of the great philc 
pher Herbert Spencer. It is the o. 


mK 


When he was: pin i 
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Japan to say how that country could best 
avoid entangling alliances so as not to 
quarrel with the white races, he replied, 
“Do not part with any of your land. 
Give no rights to foreigners in coasting 
vessels, no rights on the railways, and 
no mining rights.’’ He concluded his 
letter by saying that, as his years were 
many, he must be nearing the end of 
them, aud therefore asked that his letter 
might not be published until he had 
pas ssod away. The Japanese Government 


loyally complied with that wish, Then. 


the Times, of London, printed a criticism 
of Herbert Spencer that was as infamous 
as the brain that conceived it, Japan 
paid the greatest honour to our race and 
language in asking our greatest philo- 
sopher to advise her. If we follow her 
example, there will be no trouble. Japan, 
as the Prime Minister has truly said, 
will not allow any.foreigner to own her 
land. She goes further. As the right 
honorable gentleman said, she actually re- 
turned to China Chinese labourers who 
had been sent to Japan. I believe that, 
excluding religious. concessions, no 
Huropean owns an acre of land in Japan. 
Could we not approach that country with 
the word “reciprocity,” which is held 
sacred in the mind of the Eastern, and 


has been handed down by that great- 


Oriental philosopher Confucius, and say, 
“You cannot blame us if we follow your 
splendid example in taking the advice of 
our greatest philosopher, Herbert Spencer. 
You would like to come to Australia. 
Our territory is exactly 11.4 times the 
Size of yours. For every Australian who 
owns al acre in Japan we shall be willing 
for a Japanese to own eleven times as 
much in Australia; as your population is 
11.4 times the size of ours, for every Aus- 
tralian who visits your country we. will 
gladly allow eleven Japanese to visit us.”’ 
As imitation is the sincerest flattery, we 
eould not be accused of rudeness if we 
said “We are willing to follow your 
splendid example.” That is the White 
Australia policy in one sentence. I have 
no doubt how the vote will go. 

Mr. Ryan.—How will it go? 

Dr. MALONEY.—I think that the 
eountry members will vote like lions for 
the motion. Can you expect anything 
else in the present state of things, when 
this created thing that we call Parlia- 
ment hag made itself more powerful than 


Biacios hase bh saiecae | 


Mimstry. 


its creator, the people outside? te it ve 
wonder that party government prevails?” 
Mr. Laverne.—Give us a referendum. 
Dr. MALONEY.—We want it, and. 
the recall. The Nationalist party has 
accepted that, lock, stock, and ‘barre 
The members of my own party have ac 
cepted two-thirds of my programme. Th 
Government of Victoria have aecepted 
the whole of it. The Australian Natives’ 
Association, the strongest friendly society 
in Australia, has carried the referendum, 
initiative and recall. 
Mr. Laverire,—Did not this House: 
that? | 
Dr. MALONEY.—Thanks aa th 
astuteness of the honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), to whom f 
again acknowledge my obligation, thi 
House did go unanimously. ‘I have ‘no 
doubt how the present vote will go, and 
I again advise the members of the Couz 
try party not to “‘shilly-shally.” Th 
actions should accord with their vote 
When you make an offer to the ile 
ment, do. not draw it back again. Give 
with a heart and a half. If you % are 
going to support them, do so, an 0 
straight, * 
Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) 16. a 
The honorable: member for Melbouri 
(Dr. Maloney) seems fairly confident as 
to the-result of the division; I ama not 
satisfied that he is correct, though, as | tL 
Prime Minister has brought this sn ion 
onward, I do not gente that pa: oo. 


I should like to have a clear ingen ind- 
ing of the attitude of the members of he 
Cornet party. These occurrences are 
likely to become the subject of discussion 
upon the public platform, and to be mene 
tioned during electoral campaigns. Th ie 
well, therefore, that we should at ae, 
understand the views of each other, an 
that there should be no mistaking where 
we stand and our reasons for standing 
where we do. I was once, in another Pas 

liament, quoting the speech of a mem 
when he interrupted with the quest 
4 Hew did I vote?” and on er 


: ex Mr. RYAN The. 
1 is nob i i gentleman. either wants ‘immunity 
ng of a paper. it ee not seen that does not; but this Sainte isc 
I think, have other honor- 
ble eae and I was reminded a 
inutes ago by the honorable mem- 
or Batman (Mr, Pe that con- 
L sometimes 
se. B Ahroueh: ‘not having papers properly _ 
1enticated. An instance of the kind 
pred within. the last peor cies 


he leant, in “Bendige of a document 
pressing | the intentions of the Prime 
nister which was not properly authen- 
ted. I Pe therefore, ie the. cot 


‘Pert 


De my Bate. 


Mr. Hucuxs. ay refer the eo 
The member to what I have said. I am. sat: 


saa panels ad fied with the assurance which has b 


, atid which he adopted given by the honorable member fo 
‘Cowper. fe i 

1; Mr. RYAN.—And I am saneted 

a. saying a bod. ‘it, too. Fam satisfied. that. the Lea 


because he sols 


ae an assurance of. of the Country party, on behalf of it 
members, has no intention of embarrass: 
ing the Government during the absence 
of the Prime Minister, and that he in- 
tends to give, or has privately Bvey 
guarantee of immunity. | : 
Mr. Srzwarr.—No! 


Ki ie “When ne ‘honorable Mr. RY AN .—The Prime “Minis A 
for ae (Dr. Earle Page) ey, se this House and the die: ry 
as "one he used these words, Vou). 4 


munity.” ee my ioe 
s honorable members wil] refused to give an assurance of na) 


msard— mace are quite munity. Now we have before the Ho 
| a formal motion, in regard to To the » 
leg quite wrong in en- 


to bludgeon humunit ae ' 
i a frenee, and #150. as an assurance that 


House desires that he should be the 
presentative of Australia there. 1 
amounts to a ements elimb- ihe 


gentleman took up ait ae 

an air of confidence about him. wh 
spoke in this chamber then. He strutte 
into a Dee! and has now crawled 
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some conversations, I take it, with the 
Prime Minister since the House adjourned | 
last week. I may be wrong in coming to 
that conclusion, but I repeat that, outside 
this chamber, ‘and between the ‘moment 
of the adjournment last week and the 
time when you, Mr. Speaker, took the 
chair to-day, conversations occurred be- 
tween representatives of the Country 
party and of the Government with respect 
to the situation that has arisen. 
be told by interjection whether that is 
true or not, but that is the conclusion at 
which I have arrived. I repeat it. Be- 
tween the date of our departure from 
these precincts last Friday and the hour 
of meeting to-day, honorable members 
sitting opposite, belonging to the two 
parties, learned exactly how they were 
to vote on the motion which has been 
“moved by the Prime Minister. Since no 
assurance has been given in this House, 
openly, that the Prime Minister will be 
granted immunity during his absence, the 
impression will go out—and justifiably, 


- too—that some secret understanding has - 


been arrived at, a kind of rapprochement 
between the two parties, whereby the 
Prime Minister will not be disturbed dur- 
ing his absence. It is due to this House 
and to the country that some representa- 
tives of the Corner party should state 
whether or not that is true. 

Dr. Harte Pace.—There is no secret — 
understanding whatsoever. 


Mr. RYAN. Then, may I ask the 
honorable member, through you, Mr. 
Speaker, whether any discussions have 


taken place, since the adjournment of 
the House on Friday, between honorable 
members of the, Corner and members of 
the Government? 


Honorable members interjecting, 


Mr. RYAN.—That, I take it from the 
general tone of the response, is admitted. 
It is due, then, to honorable members and 
to the public that they should know ex- 
actly what those discussions upon a public 
matter were, or what was the nature of 
them. I suppose that in a few minutes 
we shall witness the sorry spectacle of the 
honorable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett) and those other honorable mem- 
bers associated with him, actually voting 
to impress the Prime Minister that they 
do not wish that the Government shall 
' regard Thursday’s vote as having been 
intended to take the conduct of business 
out of the hands of the Government. 


(REPRESENTATIVES.] 


I can. 


Mi eer 


event, exactly what he dia on Thurs 
He stated that his motion for “ddjo 
ment was not to be regarded as re ro 
upon the Government in the | 
degree. 


Responsibility i is thrust on the Prin 
ister, in the circuri bance whick® 


and now ; ees is, if he says the peor! rr 
the same to- day as it was when ie 

vote was taken. However, I differ fr 
ua Frye Minister i in this ee 


now what I am eae 


Mr. RYAN. —Then, if the hor i 


“Mr. Saeee, ay did haben 
my own motion. 

Mr. RYAN.—Perhaps the h 
“member will admit that the cal 


Tvl 


the heme of the ‘Cloveennine, 
Mr. Jowett.—No; I do not 
that. 


Interr uption. 


a private n.ember moves and cai 
motion, ‘‘ That the House do ad 
—such motion not having been mo 
the Government—the effect is to ta 
business out of the Government’s ha 
Everybody knows that the honorable n 
ber for Grampians moved the m: 
adjournmeht, and that the me 
carried. oe 
Mr. JowrtTtT.—Quite ahi | RY, 
was. 


Mr. 


RYAN—Therefore, die aam 


The honorable member me a 
what he was doing. _ Well, 


known that he was take the ¢ 
business out of the hands of the 
ment, 

Mr. Jowerv. ne Sid pee 
doing, and I mihi sit do 


a id 


nob Ps made the pine nancial 
which he has in his business 


‘ know, nd I am merely eile now 
ie persuade him that, since he did 
mow what he was doing, he did intend 
to take, and did succeed in taking, the 
: business out of the hands of the Govern- 


ee ioe eT did not do that. 


Mr. RYAN.—What I want to know is_ 


is—and I ask the honorable member 
fhe will _ tell me on behalf of his 
party— 
“Mr. J OWETT. oy Beate for cle 
Mr. RYAN.—Then, on behalf of him- 
if, in view of the fact that the honor- 
eG member knew what he was doing, 
rill he tell me how he intends to vote on 
the motion of the Prime Minister to-day ? 
right 
moved for the printing of a certain paper 
ee as he eye, ‘to ae NG se 


| ee holt opinions . a vote 
nd rae is definite seein Sige Fi two 


cc as one Bn: ded to take ich Pisivoa 


of the House out of the hands of the Go- 
ernment. That also is definite enough. 
Mr. J OWETT. —It certainly is definite. 
‘Mr. RYAN.—I am glad it so impresses 
the honorable member; and now may I 
k again, does he intend to say that he 
irous that the Government should 
not egard Thursday’s vote as ~having 
peen intended to take the business out 
ir hands? 
| Lae motion was 


~ ob- 


. RYAN. GH it was the! purpose of 
hee Em member merely to draw at- 


honorable gentleman® has. 


have been taken 


: mon 


the practice was altered, both in 4 
House of Commons and here. . 

Mr. RYAN.—It has been altersd! i 
this House. It was altered here 
Thursday last. is 

Mr. Jowett. —And a good thing ; 


Ww be 


able one there. 
Mr. RYAN.—And that the honorable 
member will know, for the future, wher 
he moves 2 motion, and presses fm to” 
division, which is carried against the Go- 
vernment, that he is 


doing something 


which can only have the effect of taking , 


the business of the House out of the 
hands of the Government. | ae 
Mr. Jowztt.—I am prepared to take 
full responsibility for what I any on 
Thursday. a 
Mr. RYAN.—If fhe honorable mem- 
ber is so prepared, and his party, as a 
party, is similarly prepared, he and they 
must vote against the motion of the 
Prime Minister. . 
Mr. Jowrertr.—Not at all. ea 
Mr. RYAN.—They must do sa to e 
consistent. If they do not, then it is no 
personal consideration of mine, 1 
have nothing but the most friendly feel- 
ings for the honorable member for Gram-_ 


pians; and would be sorry to know that 


anything had happened to him of a 


damaging nature—other than that he ao 


should lose his seat in this House—but, 
if his constituents truly appreciate 
situation, they will know what they 
should do. They will perceive that his 
action in voting in support of the Prime 
Minister’s motion will be—just as in 
gard to the votes cast by the honorable 
member’s colleagues in the 

direct. retraction of what he and they 
last Thursday ; for which he and they 

be branded as insincere, not truly repre 
senting his and their constituents, but 
mere appendage. to the Govarnrieee. 
If we cast our eyes over the divisions 

in this House s 
members of the Country party were 


turned as a party at the last election, 


shall find that on every occasion 
the life of the Government was at t 
the votes of the members of the Cou 
party saved ib. 
Mr. Corser. —That showed their 
sense. Hotta 
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wie RYAN.—My honorable fend 
from Wide Bay may say that. 
only concerned with showing that hon- 


erable members on the Ministerial ‘side 


are one and the same party. I am not 
after their votes. I am after their seats 
in the interests of the farmers themselves, 

“and therefore [ want the electors of he 
- Commonwealth to thoroughly understand 
: the nature of this party, and know whom 


they are voting for when they cast their 


votes for our honorable iriends in the 
‘eorner. Of course, I may be deceived as 
to how they are going.to vote on this 
motion, They may vote against the Go- 
- yernment, so I keep an open mind on the 
subject; but if, when the division bells 
ring, they cast their votes for the 
- motion submitted by the Prime Minister, 
_ they will stand condemned in the eyes of 
| the people of this country. 


Mr, JOWETT (Grampians) [5.22].—I 
have no desire to prolong this debate, 
~ which concerns a matter of urgent im- 
_ portance to the people of Australia and 
the Empire, but my name has been so 
_ frequently intruded into it by honor- 
able members of both sides that I am 
afraid silence on my part now might be 
- misconstrued. I regret, indeed, the neces- 
sity for my attendance here to-day. I 
should have been in another State for 
urgent private reasons, but I felt that 
my absence from this Chamber while this 
subject was under discussion might be 
_ misunderstood and misrepresented. Re- 
marks which I have heard this afternoon 
_ eonfirm me in this belief, It will be re- 
_ e@alled that on Thursday last, after hav- 
; ing given you, sir, due notice and also, 
as courtesy demanded, the Government, 
‘I submitted a motion for the addoure: 
ment of the House for the purpose of con- 
sidering a matter of urgent public im- 
portance, namely the excessive rates 
of ocean freights charged on Australia’s 
a Bete products, 
Mr. Brennan.—Will you repeat your 
n arguments now ? 
Mr. JOWETT.—Some Sac time 1 
“shall be pleased to engage in conversation 
with my honorable and learned friend, 
Joe member for Batman. But now 
is not the moment. I adopted that 
- procedure because I felt that it presented 
the best opportunity of drawing attention 


a te the extreme disabilities under which 


our producers, and those dependent apon 
i when. are suds owing to the exces- 


am” 


“means frequently to be adopted 


_ then, in the name of common sen | 


sive ocean pei now ruling 
of no other method by whic 
‘could be served. That was the 
quently used in this ‘House. 
and I have no doubt that it 


future, I have heard nothing 
course of the debate during the 
days, to dissuade me from pu 
same course on future occasions 
may consider it my duty, m the 
of the people, to direct attentior 
matter of urgent public import 
purpose was not, as has been 
by people with sinister motives 
Mr. Ryan.—Are you ro 
honorable members ? 
Mr. JOWETT.—I am not rei 
any honorable member of this 
Could it be conceived that any 
of this Chamber should impute 
motive to any other honorable 
The only object of my motion 
stated, to call attention to an 
urgent public importance, — 
intended to reflect in any way 
Government, because I do not 
Government. responsible for ‘ 
taken place. 
Mr. Consipinzr.—Then why 
introduce the motion?! = & 
- Mr. JOWETT.—Because it 
only method I knew of to direct 
to an urgent matter, and it i 
recognised method of this Hou 
_ Mr. McGratn.—What good 
hope to do by the motion? _ 
Mr. JOWETT.—I hoped to d 
deal of good, and I may tell 
able member for Ballarat, in 
stituency a large number of 


freights, faa the debate upon 
last Thursday has done an 
amount of good. — 
‘regret and ae to recant.. 


ment responsible for the posited 
Mr. JOWETT.—I did not. 
last Thursday that I had 7 
reflect in any way upon the | 
in the matter of ocean freight 


such a meaning be construed 
motion ? How could it be r 
one of want of confidence in t 
ment? My honorable fri 
twitted me with my previous 
and career before entering 

Mr. Ryan. ee i t 


. oie. ombar for his cues 


Us 


well as the 4 Secon manner in whieh 


“he i ‘may say that fate my isies 
Fake oe have been accustomed to a ese 


a party know what they were aie 
for? 


_ JOWETT. Ot am hee: i sbeale 


myself, not for members of my party. 
ry are able to speak for themselves. I 


eat that I realized that the carrying 
my motion involved the Case 
he nog 


d par y because - bee members, os 
my) honorable friends opposite, 

re but, ‘curiously enough, 

to be very angry at 

I. am surprised at this 


talking, which has’ been. 


and that —hon- 


irected, 
after cuened 


one. 


ee ay I say that r. give honor- 
ble memb rs ee credit for persuad- 


- 


sya fact, but I am equally 


have not persuaded the 
t ralia to their view. ‘The 


| ane my PROS was intended 
ated, for the purpose of call- 
‘a matter of urgent public 


and not to indicate any want 


ie Government. 


‘lights and live laborious days” 


‘reiteration some: stupid ery 
fied, however, 


its SE tonuon. involved ge adjourn 


ae House. 


Mr. Gu aniron Do you noe oY 
that to take the business out of tlie hi 


nnhdeeees ¢ 


Mr. JOWETT.—I do not ati 
Jf I were asked for my opinion— 

Mr. Jamus. Pacri—Well, you 
LOW. 


Mr. JOWETT.—I do not. If - 


-asked- for my opinion, I would say tha it 


is: preposterous nonsense to suggest 
the carrying of such a motion imphe 
want of confidence in the Government. © 
may be regarded as such according to pre- 
cedents of this House and precedents of 
the House of Commons. I do not knoy 
There are some members who ‘ ‘scorn d 
readin 
ancient yolumes dealing with precede 


and procedure ; but, te they believe t 


the carrying of such a motion as mine im- 


plied want of’ confidence in the Govern 


ment,:then it is high time such 
cedents were discarded. Any such s 


_ gestion makes no impression upon me. 
did not intend my motion as one of want 


of confidence in the Government, and. ih 
am ‘equally certain that not one person 
in 10,000 in Australia holds that view. 


But it has pleased some people, for their 
own ends, to try to persuade the publ 


that it was intended as a motion of wa 


of confidence; and we hear this view re 


peated as Boerota repeat with damnable 
JT am sati 
that it will make no 
pression upon the people of Australia 

Sir Josern Coox.—You'merely wantec 
a holiday after your effort. 3 

Mr. JOWETT.—-After the Ms u 
life which some of my honorable f 


have been leading Atl, no doubt th 


desired a holiday. 3 
Mr. CHaruton, — If all a the 

honorable. member ccntends is correct, 

was his obvious duty to. vote with t 


* Government on the division whi 
‘taken upon his own motion. i 
AE's Ba 


are, 


JOWETT.—Not at all. 
CON ae RE 


i 
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because I believed that it was a matter 
of urgent public importance, and as such 
it has been regarded by the whole of the 
people of, Australia. I have no regrets 
concerning it. I am glad it was pre sed 
to a division. I thank the honorable 
member for Maranoa (Mr. James Page) 
for having called for a vote. I am glad 
that: I voted for it. I am glad that the 
honorable members of the Country party 
supported me. But I do not admit that 

“the motion should have, by the remotest 
stretch of imagination, been construed 
as it was by some into a motion of want 
of confidence in the Government. 

Mr. Ryan.—Why did the Prime Min- 
ister accept it in that way? 

' «Mr. JOWETT.—That quetion shou'd 
be properly addressed to the Prime -Min- 
ister. 

Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[5.37]}. — The honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. 
an entirely new doctrine of government. 
He wants government by minority, which 
would be all right if the Labour party 
were in power, but whilst we are sitting 
in Opposition we will stand for govern- 
ment by majority. Of course, the Far- 
mers party will vote for the Government 
to-day. They must support the Prime 
Minister, that marvellous man who 
pleased: every one by the great speech 
he made upon the neces.ity for his pre- 
sence at the Imperial Conference. The 
Japanese were pleased with it. They saw, 
in him an ally. They laud him to the 
skies for his marvellous diplomatic speech. 
The British Government were pleased at 
his marvellous diplomatic speech... The 
Tory press, their followers, were pleased. 
The Yanks were also pleased, What a 
marvellous man the Prime Minister is! 
There is no need now for an Imperial 
Conference, . because he has at once 

brought all the contending parties into 
agreement by what he has said. 

The honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett) says that he did not mean 
his gun to be loaded. 

Mr. Jowrrr—That is wrong. What 
is the use of talking in that parrot 
fashion ? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—If the honorable 
member did not mean his motion to be a 
want of confidence motion, surely by this 
time he can see that the Government took 
it as such. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—That is their look-out. 
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Peni the people of Australie are 4 | 
liged to pay, he obtained all he de 


Jowett) has laid down 


whole of the party will at any time 


- Minister returns, or whet they 


: Mi sncaiey 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Ié. re hee ; 
member. meant his vote the other 
seriously, he must vote against the 
vernment this afternoon. The — 
able member admits that, by submi 
the motion for the ajo _ 


Yet he deliberately voted against 
Government, who, he said, were ‘Roy ; 
blame for those rates, . 
We would hke to know exactly 
the Farmers party stand. JI claim 
they are exactly the same party as 
Nationalist, The honorable member 
Robertson (Mr. Fleming), the latest r 
cruit to the party, may say nasty thing 
against the Prime Minister, and th 
Prime Minister may retort in an equ 
nasty way, but we. believe that, if me 
sary, the honorable member will vote: with 
the Prime Minister. Likewise the hon- ~ 
orable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler: is 
He cares little whether the Prime M is 
ter is a statesman or a mountebank ; es 
when the time arrives, and if it is 
sary for him to do so, he will vote 1 
the Prime Minister. Why, therefore 
this nonsense as to whether it is safe fe 
the Prime Minister to leave’ Austral 
without a promise of immunity for 
Government? The right honorable g 
tleman knows, as well as we know 
in the Farmers party there are a 
four or six members who are prep 
to vote to save the Government fro 
feat. They would have done gs 
week only that they made a mistake 


to save the Government from the. La D 
party. Se 
Me Hecror LAMonp.—That is the « 
surance for which the Prime Minister 1 | 
been waiting. 
Mr. MATHEWS. — The 
member has He the point. 


as the N wuts ate solid, the al 
mers party must fall in behind the: 
In these circumstances, we have waste 
the last four days. But the count 
ought to know what the Farmers p 
really mean—whether they will kee 


Government in office until the - 


to put them out as soon as‘he leave a 


Escaront . Phen we se aulal soon tell 

1 what he wants to know. 
fr. MATHEWS Unfortunately, the 
will not prove it; otherwise it might 
as well have been taken hours ago. We 
want an announcement from the Coun- 
try party as to what they really intend 
‘to do. Their leader tells us that he will 
not eat dirt, and will not give a promise 
of ‘complete - immunity. The 
ought to know what the party have actu- 


ally promised to do. They claim that the. 


_ greatest respect should be paid to con- 
_stitutional government and to the carry- 
ng out of pledges. In those circum- 
stances, I am sure they will let the people - 
know what they intend to do. Otherwise 

“ nae Prime Minister will not know his 


| Be avin party are still under’ the 
wing of the Government, and will keep | 


Me MAKIN (Hindmarsh) Bab ye 


While the history of the past week of the 


Commonwealth © Parliament might be 
soniewhat interesting because of its sen- 
ational ae it is most pee 


ci ~ prestige of. oeeaabaal eure 
ent; 
Ts there has been a ee in the com- 


of aie sae “at large, and Bais He ca 
n0t faithfully represent those measures 
of progress - which the people desire to see 
nstituted in Australia. Unfortunately, 
ad not ‘the only occasion on which 


Ma Og fener this country. Not long 
ince, the Prime ae gave a definite 


iin: out oe the back 
conveniently found his way 


k again, evidently having been assured 


he Ie at he would be reinstated 


people 


and we know that during recent | 


took’ ieee on het occasion did for ait 
to the prestige of this Parliament or lead 
the people to have confidence in ‘the — 
existing forms of government. In fac | 
it afforded to those who are endeavour, | 
ing to destroy constitutional government Be 
a very good argument and an opportunity are 
of undermining that feeling of respect 
which the people should have for iB. "i 
regret that I have been associated with 

a Patient. in which the cireumstanes 

of last week were recorded. At one time, — 
the Prime Minister asserts with the 
greatest. indignation that he will n 
carry on if he does not secure absolu: 
immunity for his Government during his 
absence at the Imperial Conference, yet 
now- he is prepared. to accept the meanest 

of assurances given to him privately as 

to the support that his Ministry is likely 

to receive. The adverse vote recorded 
against him last week is not sufficient to 
cause him to reconsider the position of the i 
Government. Sir Henry Parkes, when 
Premier of New ‘South ‘Wales, was” 
confronted with a similar set of cireum- 
stances, but,-in keeping with the highest 
traditions of constitutional government, 
as observed by those intrusted with im- 
portant positions of State, he tendered 
"his resignation to the Governor Hy | . 
diately he found that he was not in the 
possession of the confidence of the 
majority of the members of the Legisla- a 
tive Assembly, and the Leader of. the 
Opposition at the time was intrusted — 
with the formation of a new Ministry. — . oe, 
It was not so with the present Prime. 
Minister, who did not allow the House to 
exhaust its opportunities and show that 
he or some one else was the best person 
to be intrusted with the leadership of ¢ 
Government. Irrespective of whether th 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) proceeds 
to Great Britain or not, the prestige o: 
Australia has been depreciated because 
the fact that he has not adopted the 
constitutional course, to ascertain whethe 
he possessed the. confidence of a majorit 
of honorable members. The action of the 


me of persons pitas with beuoae fire. 
arms, whilst ignorant of the danger likely 
to arise from careless handling. If the ie 
honorable members are so inexperienc 

in parliamentary procedure that they do 
not. know the result of their actions, the 
people of Australia have a right to de 
Seon a an ‘yee hanes “l, eee Hove t rink 
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that the representatives of that party are a people claiming “a. con 
form of government with ful 


_ should be placed in a position of respon- 
_ sibility if they do not know what their 
actions are likely to lead to, Certainly 
_they should not be given a licence to use 
- political weapons, and I am hoping that 
“at the next general election that such 
' honorable members as the honorable 
- member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett), and 
‘the honorable member for Perth (Mr. 
-Fewler), as well as others who occupy 
_ seats on the corner benches, will be called 
upon to explain their behaviour last week. 
It is probable that the electors will recog- 
_nise their incapacity, and will see that 
others are sent here in their place. After 
the experience we have had, and antici- 
-pating the vote that will be recorded on 
this motion, their incapacity and incon- 
sistency is clearly shown. It will be 
demonstrated beyond all doubt that their 
actions are inconsistent, and cannot in any 
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“way be reconciled with those of men who. 


should understand what they are doing. 
‘That being so, I feel sure that upon the 
first occasion that presents itself the 
people of Australia, will not fail to record 
strong condemnation of their conduct, 
and—if I am allowed to say it—their 
lack of sincerity and their incapacity in 
not knowing the value of the votes they 
were recording. Their action of last week 
is revolting to intelligent men, and is not 
_ in accordance with the best form of par- 
_liamentary government.. 
: There is no doubt that some will 
- endeavour to misconstrue the result of the 
“vote that is to be taken, and I desire to 
state most emphatically that, although we 
on this side may vote against the print- 
ing of the paper, we are not opposed to a 
Yepresentative of Australia proceeding to 
_ the Imperial Conference. That is not the 
- question involved at all. We, as mem- 
bers of the Opposition—I think I can 
_ speak for all the members of my party— 
do not object to Australia being repre- 
sented at the forthcoming Conference, 
_ but we are not desirous of the present 
iG Prime Minister, who is holding his posi- 
tion on sufferance, and wha has been 


_ proved by the vote of last Thursday. not ’ 


to possess the entire confidence of the 
House, proceeding to Great Britain and 
‘pretending to represent Australia. At 
the same time I feel that our position 
should be made quite clear. The delibera- 


* 


‘tions at the Imperial Conference will ‘be. 


- eontrolled largely by Imperial considera- 
_ faons; but we must remember 
fe Mr Maken. .\, sn ran 


that we 


porting the Government. 


loudly applauded that exp 


power. It. should not pass 
notice that it is not our desire to 
trolled by certain decisions whi 
be absolutely binding upon the 
the people in the Commonwealth. ~ 
ally I am not prepared to 
gate to any individual or gro 
individuals outside of Australia th 
to determine Australia’s destin 
is said that the members of this part 
are imbued with disloyalty, and d sire t 
cut the painter, I give that a mos 
phatice denial, because honorable 
on this side of the House, and t 
they represent, are as loyal, if n 
loyal, than many honorable members 
porting the Government. : 
Mr. Constminz.—We should t 
to. the working class first. 9 
Mr. MAKIN.—I quite concur wit 
honorable member; we should be loyal 
the people we represent. We are des 
that the best interests of the people 
be conserved, and the Prime Mini 
his present position does not. 
the feelings of a majority of the 
of Australia. I offer no apology 
contribution to this debate, because ¥ 
I see in this House such strong 
perialsts as the honorable member 
Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) an 
orable member for Wakefield 
Richard Foster) giving their indo 
to the proposal for the Prim 
to proceed to Great Britain as A 
representative, I have great fear 


aN 


form of Imperial control, which w 
not desire or sanction. I protes 
the unseemly conduct of last week, 
the manner in which parliamentar 


bers of the Country party and the 


witnessed what has transpired durin 

past few days, I believe there is ag 
deal of justification for. the words 1 
by the honorable member for 
(Mr. Watt), who, when speakim, 
meeting at St. Kilda last week, 
stated “ That men who had been 
tics for many years had noted 


pater yn et noted a grad 
decline in the intellectuality and pe 
sonality of the parliamentari: 
tralia.” Those present at t 


9 


o would say eas ee une bE the 


& ime Minister and eal ae has . 


ee" ae, men of. “Australia. 


nd too few statesmen : mt ose: in the near 
‘ future pa nthe one ih enlarge will 


e course of this debate I have ea re- 
ie to as one who has ae tia soe 


ore le ne for Maranoa (Mr. J ames 
ies made some : reference to the sa hs 


regal aoe pene necessity for such. a mo- 
; being carried by this House. I 
prepared that motion, and was going to 


it forward at what I Base was 


I : _ ae was 5 willing ee move in 
the House 
r Hepon being denied: 


whole of his party. 


T would shave “soporte 


mised, see Te atahie nee W. 
realize that I was wise to suppe 
moving it. The iene position, how 
ever, is one which necessitates putting’ 
aside for the time béing the upsetting 
of an arrangement aatia would en: 
Australia to be represented at the 
perial Conference. That ought to 
the paramount consideration ith e 
honorable member of this Touse, if 


be doeaunel: by . that "alia 
necessity. | 4 
Mr. WEST (East Sydiey (6. 4 | 
desire to refer to the humiliating po 
tion in which the representatives of t 
Government are placed. A motion f 
the adjournment of the House was sub 
mitted and carried against the Gover 
ment. It does not matter to me 
moved and seconded it. A motion, suc. 
as that carried on Thursday last, wiie 
takes out of the hands of the Govern co) 
the conduct of the business of the H 
is of the gravest political significance; anc 
had the Government desired to retain 
honour and respect of their fellow-cit 
they would immediately have followed the 
constitutional course of resigning fror 
office. The fact that they did not dos 
that they ignored the principle underlying 
a vote of censure—shows that they are no 
longer worthy of the confidence of t 
people. The Prime Minister — 
Hughes), by his action, has belittled th 
Fe has practicall 
told the Parliament and the country tl 
those whom he leaves behind when 
sails for the Old Country will not be cap: 


able of carrying on the business of 
' Government. 
that he is the only trained man in Aus 


He has said, also, in effec 


tralia fit to hold the position of 
Minister. I dispute that contention. — 
have on hte side of ie Benes men w. 


Caaised against them on ae 


the Labour party would have come 
power, and it would have been foun 
we emis in our ranks men just. as li 


Perahice as is the Pane Vanier ae 


: As a matter Ae fact, the ee h 


7526 Risitionof 


denil eman will not have power to commit 


Australia to any proposal made at that 
Conference. He cannot bind us to any 
decision arrived at by it. It is for the 
Parliament itself to determine what atti- 
tude shall be adopted by Australia to- 


wards every question dealt with by the © 


Conference. As representatives of a de- 
mocratic country, we are not going to 
leave to the decision of any one member 
of this Parliament grave questions which 
might involve Australia in war. History 
is full of incidents showing how careful 
we should be to avoid anything of the 
kind. J am certain that there are on this 
side of the House honorable members who 
would fill with dignity and efficiency any 
‘position to which their country might see 
fit to appoint them. The honorable mem- 
ber for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) has very 
properly asked whether during the ab- 
~ sence of the Prime Minister we, as a Par- 


liament, are practically to be dormant. 


Are we to be dumb-driven cattle while 
the Prime Minister is away? Are we such 
mere creatures of circumstance that we 
must be deprived of all legislative power 
while he is at the Conference? Are we 
to cease to be representatives of the 
people and to allow the legislative business 
of the country to remain at a stand-still? 
Those who are prepared to agree to any- 
thing of the kind are not fit to be the 
representatives of a free and enlightened 
Democracy. 


it is not my desire that Australia 
shall be unrepresented at the Imperial 
Conference. I want Australia to be fitly 
represented, and I certainly do not wish 
it to go forth that only one man in Aus- 
tralia is capable of acting for us. I con- 
tend that the Prime Minister, for the 
time being, whoever he may be: should 
alone represent Australia at a Conference 
ef this kind. Under our constitutional 
form of government, the Prime Minister 
for the time being should» have the 
majority of the Parliament behind him. 
Within the last few days, however, it has 
been shown quite plainly that the present 
Prime Minister has not behind him a 
majority of the people. Parliament, 
after all, is but a re‘lex ‘of the views of 
the people. Member after member has 
said this afternoon that he is going to 
support this motion. Do honorable mem- 
bers opposite intend to take that course 
because they fear something? I fear 
nothing, because I do nothing that is not 
! im accordance with the best es of 


igh r. West. 
f 
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nore, as Wu propose to ae the. 
of censure carried against them | 
Thursday, I am sure that, throughov 
the country, I shall receive the supp 

of the people when I Say that, one ; 


Rene of the Hodes: he ung to | 
I shall vote against this motion, not : 
the object of preventing the repres 
tion of Australia at the Conference, bu 
because I feel that the Government has — 
not acted in the best interests. of the 

country. That is the position which 
should all take up. If the Prime 
ister were made of the same stuff as” 
self, he would decline to remain in 0 
after the reverse with which the Gov 
ment met last week. He would declin 
to run the risk of being humiliated at th 
Conference by being told that he has 1 

the confidence of a majority of t 
people. The position taken up by the 
Government in this matter is with 
parallel in Australian politics. ; 
refer to many instances in Austr 
politics where, on meeting with s 
reverse, the Government of the day 
resigned, and the mover of the cel 
motion has been invited to form a 
Administration. I remember the 
Mr, Want on one occasion moving | 
Legislative Assembly of New Se 
Wales a motion that no one thou 
would be attended with such seriou 
sequences as the resignation of the 
vernment. On the carrying of 
mction, however, Sir Henry Parkes, 
was then Premier, moved the adj 
ment of the House, and, later ie f 
in his resignation to the Governor, 
the result. that, on the followines 
Mr. Want was sent for. The - 
Minister should have adopted the 
course. A few nights ago, an hono 
member, speaking at St. Kilda, wher 
understand, most of the aristoer 
Melbourne live, declared that the int 
gence of the Parliament of Austral 
fading away. I dare say that he h 
more particularly 1n mind the politi 
company he keeps, and, judging. 
attitude being taken up by, 
ie Mee. opposite in rezard” Mi 


aiid ee come forward torre a propo: 
of this kind, in the horas that Provi 


im iM self and raise himself 
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ae will give them still another opportunity 


_ te mismanage the public affairs of Aus- 
tralia. The Government would have 


"\ Y¥isen very much in: the estimation of 


their fellew citizens had they resigned 


i from. office after the vote taken on Thurs-. 
, day last, and 


invited the Governor- 
-. General to send for the Leader of the 
Opposition. Unfortunately, at the last 

~ general elections we were not. returned 
with a majority. ~This was due largely 
to the hostility of the press, and to the 
fear of many people that, if we were re- 
turned to power, the condition of the 
-workers would be improved. I have 
_ always endeavoured to avoid personali- 
ties, but I cannot help remarking that 
aif the honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett), who submitted the motion 
_ which was responsible for the defeat of 
the Government, would exercise a little 
more judgment as a member of this 
House, he would do more credit to him- 
in the public 
' esteem. TI suppose that it was with a 
_ desire to get into the limelight that he 
_ gubmitted his motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the House, in order to discuss 
_ the question of ocean freights. But 
_ when an honorable member votes in oppo- 
sition to the views expressed by him, he 
belittles himself in the eyes of the public. 

This Parliament ought not to be obliged 
to mark time during the Prime Minister’s 
Absence in England. Urgent 
dative work awaits our consideration, 
and we should concentrate upon 
that work immediately. The electors 
of Australia would never  indorse 
a period of legislative inaction. They 
would, if given the opportunity, un- 
hesitatingly affirm that we should pro- 
ceed at once with the business which we 
were elected to transact. Many problems 
_ confronteus, the financial problem being 
‘the most acute of all. This matter must 
_ be dealt with in the immediate future, be- 
_ @ause delay will be both dangerous and 
harmful. Let us bend all our energies to 
_ the solution of the pressing problems 
"which await our attention. It is for the 
_ Ministry to set us an example in this con- 
nexion, mstead of resorting to intrigue 
to retain their positions. No visitor to 
_ our parliamentary galleries to-day could 
arrive at any conclusion other than that 
_ Ministers are insincere. Their conduct 
is plain evidence of that. They do not 
Scan anes Ge 
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possess the confidence either of this 
House or of the electors of the Common- 
wealth. If we wish the administrative 
work of the country to be carried on effi- 
ciently, we must have in office a Govern- 
ment which is a reflex of Parhament, 
whilst Parliament itself must be a reflex 
of the people. Otherwise we shall never 
be able to make any real progress. wd 

Mr, CUNNINGHAM (Gwydir) [6.24]. 
Unfortunately, owing +o ill-health, I 
was absent from the House last week when 
the present political crisis arose. Conse-— 
quently I had not the pleasure of witness- 
ing the circus performance here, when 
members of the Country party discovered 
that there were more votes upon the Op- 
position side of the chamber, when a. 
division was taken upon a formal motion 
for adjournment, than they anticipated. — 
The profuse apologies to-day of the hon- 
orable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), who loaded the gun and injured 
the Government, will, I am sure, be ac- 
cepted by the Prime Minister. ‘ 

Mr. Jowxzrr.—I never apologized. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I ama sure that 
the honorable member’s profuse apologies 
will be accepted. by the Prime Minister 
and his colleagues, who are, of course, In- 
tent upon holding on-to office at all costs. 
The honorable member told us to-day that 
he did not mean anything. ye 

Mr. Jowrrt.—I did not say that. |” 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. —~ The honor- 
able member did not intend that the Go- 
vernment should be defeated. But we 
ean scarcely accept his protestations as 
being entirely without guile. I believe 
that he thoroughly understood what he 
was doing when he submitted the motion — 
for adjournment, and that he fully appre- 
ciated the seriousness of closing this Par- 
lament for a day in opposition to the 
wishes of the Government. That is pre- 
cisely what occurred. Parliament met to. 
transact business for eight or nine hours, 
and a couple of hours after it had as- 
sembled it was, upon a motion moved by 
the. honorable member for Grampians, — 
closed for a day in spite of the wishes of - 
the Government and of their followers. 
The control of public business was thus 
taken out of the hands of the Govern- 
ment, and the press in New South Wales, 
Queensland, South Australia, and: West- 
ern Australia recorded the  oceur- 


rence under the heading, “Defeat 
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‘ ue is “Ministry.” Of course, the : “Mr. CUNNINGHAM. one in 
honorable member for Grampians tion is quite correct; if not, w 
has said that he did not mean taken place between the parti 
to defeat the Government. In other Friday? The Leader of the Co 


words, he is prepared to vote against the 
Government only when he knows that 
‘there is not a majority against them. I 
am merely a novice in parliamentary pro- 
‘eedure, but I thoroughly understand 
the seriousness of taking the conduct 
‘of business out of the hands of 
the Ministry. The honorable member for 
Grampians is far older in the head than 
Tam. He has made a success of business 
outside of this Parliament, and conse- 
quently we cannot accept his assurance 
that he voted as he did without: knowing 
what he was voting for. He submitted a 
motion, and every honorable member who 
wished to speak upon it did so. A vote up- 
on it was then taken and carried against 
the Government. The Prime Minister at 
once became very angry, and straight- 
“way threatened the Country party with 
all sorts of pains and penalties. He said 
. that he would refuse to attend the 
Imperial Conference in the absence of a 
guarantee that his Government would be 
immune from attack during, his absence. 
The Leader of the Country party refused 
to give any such guarantee. He declined 
to do so both in this chamber and in the 
public press. The fact is so well 
known that the dogs are barking it in 
our streets. But between Friday last and 
to-day, conversations have taken place 
between representatives of the Govern- 
ment and of the Country party with the 
result that, although it is publicly denied, 
a. suarantee has been given that the Min- 
istry will be immune from attack during 
the Prime Minister’s absence in England. 
Every member of the Country party 
knows that a secret understanding has 
been arrived at between that party and 
the Government, and that the motion 
which we are now discussing is the result 
of collaboration between members of the 
Country party and members of the 
Nationalist party. 
Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 Dm. 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.—I was saying 
that discussions have taken place’ between 
the representatives of the Country party 
and the Government, and an understand- 
ing has been end at,’ resulting in the 
motion submitted to-day. | 
+ Mr. McWrturams.—Is that correct? 
Mr. Prowsz.— Where did you get ore 
information from ? 


1 


Baty, es Earle Page) still tee ly 


Olek from chi previous nosiiae 4 it 
is now for the public to judge ‘whet a1 
the Country party or the Nationalist 
party has backed down. We on this side 
are of opinion that both have ba 
Sidi The Government har 


sae is a separate party with a sepa: 
recom and a separate policy, but if tl 
members of the Country party ‘supr 
the Government, they become accessori 
to the actions of the Government, — 
ing the period the Prime Minis! 
away in England,’ if the Govern: 
continues to live, a Royal Commi 31 
will inguire into the ni 
the Cockatoo Dockyard—a - 
grave public palo | 
Ministers have a “finger in the 
though none accepts any respon 
Apparently the Country party — 
pared to carry the odium that will be 
tached to the Government if the Re 
Commission bears out what the Pri 
Minister has indicated in connexion) 
the Dockyard. Our friends of the 


the public that ee are not allied w 
the Nationalist Giovernment ; but 


cemaiienis ai! closed up Parlianeae fo 
a day, and, if they are sincere, they 1 
by their vote to- night, show that tk 
stand by the vote they then ,gave. 
have a vivid recollection of reading 
my boyhood, of the defeat of Gover 
ments, and I know that a Governme 
with any self-respect would not tol 


Mr, 
the Government have rola i 
Mr. CUNNINGHA M.—Quite 
shows how responsible government 
being dragged into disrepute. 
the position Mates the electors 


e would move again in 1 the's same direction 
nder similar circumstances. If so, this 


arliament may be shut. up for a day, 


or for a week, and the Government still 
old on ta Aifice: 
Country party men srely to its ‘con- 
science, and however It may vote to-night, 
its. members cannot escape the fact that 
they helped to take the business out of 
the hands of the ea eM last week, 


“vote they” een gave. on the cer ae 


question of the freights charged; not only 
by private firms, but by the Common- 
wealth Line of Steamers. We on this 
side have repeatedly drawn attention to 
ae manner in. a the Commonwealth 


Ms 


of the Country party to vote with us. 


On Friday, owing to a mistake——- 
Mr Jownrr. —There was no mistake ; 


BA 


ee. stake, nel inenay 


i for le 


fr. eee —When a gen- 


TT. ol did not tee. | 


Mr. 6) N eae —Such a area 


NINGHAM—J think your 
be accepted by the Prime. 
0 censure motion from this. 
® go severe as the motion car- 

No matter what 


be th sincere; 
hemselves Brom the. Nationalist 
what they say about their 


or separate poliey. | Their 
as T think | 


Whatever balm the — 


or ey, we nat ieee! the Mise eee | 


‘opposed to Labour. 


elections the members 
party gave pledges of hostility to the 


: thoy Cannot dis-. 


as support the Honesabee me en 


Perth (Mr. Fowler) if they did 
with the Tariff. ‘They had an 


nity to throw the Government out 


before even the discussion star d 
they did not embrace it. no} 
that they will adopt a “policy: ole 
Trade for one section of the comm nit 


ion: Briefineiaiad, the Nationalist par 7 


has eaten humble pie. The, Prim M oT 


that he is napaicon at all costs to hang on 
to office; indeed, I could go so far. as t 
say that in this he pays great disr sp 

to the high office he holds. A man w 
will go, presumably, to represent he 
whole of Australia, after having suffers 
defeat at the hands of the Chambe 

is supposed to lead, is in’a humiliating 
position. It is for the electors ay. 


whether they approve of the “eubt 


adopted by both of the parties who are 
Honorable members — 
opposite may call themselves the Cou 
party, or they may call themselves P 
gressives, Liberals, National Labo Hiei 


votes nes they are all lanl cab : 
end their policies run hand-in-hand, 
short, the parties are one and the same, 
and tay are cnly adding to their long list 


of broken election pledges. Prior 
of the Co 


tionalists, and I remember readin 
speeches. in, condemnation of the Nat 
alist administration. Many of the C 

try party defeated members of tl 
Licnalist party; but what has bee 
result? HElas it been to the benefit of the 
people of Australia ? Not at all 

every occasion when the life of thi 
demned Nationalist Government vy 
danger, it has always been the mem er 


‘of the Country. party who saved 


Prime Minister did nob appreac 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tu 
order to get immunity from attack. 
Because the Prime Minister kno 

no use approaching this side in ordey 
establish a safeguard for smotherin 


‘those scandals for which the Go 
are responsible. _ 


‘ihe. Sian Sl 


7550 __ Position ms : 


+, 


damn cides that tt is from the 
Country party he must get immunity from 


‘attack; it is from that party he expects 
‘support in smothering up his bad admin- 
istration, a sample of which is afforded 
in the ease of Cockatoo Island Dockyard. 
Two of the men who have been most active 
aim condemning the management of the 
‘Dockyard are the most active supporters 
of the Government. What will be the 
position of the Prime Minister when the 
findings of the Royal Commission 


| Mr. “SPEAKER. (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 


son).—The honorable member must not 
discuss that matter now. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM, “thors is a 
danger that the Prime Minister, if he 
goes as the representative of Australia to 
‘the Imperial Conference, may find him- 
self without a majority in this House, if 
all honorable members opposite live up to 
their pre-election pledges. In my opinion 
there is a new secret coalition. Those 
concerned are afraid to come into the 
Open, and so secret conversations are held, 
and secret understandings arrived at. 

Mr. Jowrnrr.—No. 

“Mr. CUNNINGHAM. cae is 
going on; the bad old system of secret 
diplomacy is adopted by the two. parties 
opposite in per to secure the present 
Government in office, the administration 
of which the Country party itself has 
been most vigorous in condemning. I 
trust the members of the Country party 
will never again have an opportunity of 
foisting themselves upon the electors as 
a. separate body from the Nationalist 
party. When the vote is taken to-night, 
{ believe it will be seen that the members 
of the Country party are prepared to 
keep the present bad old administration 
alive, despite their protestations on the 
public platform. . 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8. 14]. 
—I think it is only right for me to say 
that what the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) has. stated is 
absolutely correct. Many honorable 
members opposite who represent country 
districts seemed to think nothing of the 
motion submitted by the honorable 
member last week, but I remind them 
that the freights on primary products 


between Australia and England mean all. 


the difference between success and failure 
to a large number of our primary Se 
ducers. . 


. Mr LAVELLE. —Do you say that ae 
ib at ine Conference. You, we f 


| thine the Baee do not, matter ? 


_ {REPRESENTATIVES ise 


motion much to your chagrin, and 
going to be consistent! aM} 


-here to say that the most extraord a 


* 


the Pacific 


seed throughout the, debate 
motion. 


‘great mistake that Australia wa 


Ne approaching Conference. 


or go asunder. 


Mr. Lavenie.—We scponeeed 


Mr. Jowrrr.—And honorable m n 
opposite have been Hjeering at me 
since. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS. Cores T fe 
part ou this business is thee the { 


extent a my hohersile friends : 
site until we happened to beat the Go 
ment, and now they cannot say a gi 
word for us, The motion which the h 
orable member for Grampians brov 
before the House is one with whic 
primary producers from one end of 
tralia to“the other are closely asso 
I am firmly convinced that the fr 
on primary products, with the slump 
has taken place in Australia’s pr 
produce, will mean, unless there is a 
a drastic, and immediate reducti n, 
spreading of disaster among na 0: 
farmers of Australia. 

As to the Prime Minister (Mr. Hx 
going home to England, I have held 
the date of the incident that it = 


represented in 1917, and it wo 
worse than a mistake, .it would’ 
criminal blunder on the part © 

tralia, if’ we were not 


only to take up the daily pape 
see what is happening~in the E 
Who can tell what will happen there 
There is no part of the world wh 

so. yitall uy interested in a disturbance | 
as this Australia of 
We are the furthest removed from 
Old Country, and are surrounded 
alien Taces, and not far poe hae 


ae ‘ This a a ine when eel vhole | 
Kimpire must stand shoulder to sh e 
Believing that, I say 
would be a Bre for Australia : 


tralia to Say that vide ne serdal fe 
Commonwealth is competent to 


Position of 


re Aa “have been through all this ets of thing 
"with myself and other old members, 
First it was Mr. Barton, the one man in 
a! ie ‘all Australia fit to be aeartlo Minister ; 


Sir George Reid; then we came down to 
Mr. Watson; and now we have the hon- 
erable member for Bendigo (Mr. 
| vinsage All these men take their little 
turns in the firmament, each as the one 
man that can represent or deal with Aus- 
tralia; each in his turn disappears, and 
_ we find that another man takes his place. 
. : So far as my opinion goes on this mat- 
ter, I stand for every word that the 
i Leader of this party (Dr. Earle Page) 
said in this House and in New South 
Wales. We werefsked as a party to give 
- immunity to the Government, and we de 
clined to give it. 
'> Mr. Consipine.—Then what do you 
give to the Government? 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Nothing. © 
- Mr. ConnincHam.—Your Leader did 
() not say that. 
“Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I think honor- 


: that I am no apologist for the Prime 
Minister. I give this House my word of 
“honour that the assumption which I have 
just heard from the honorable member 
for Gwydir in his speech has not one 
tittle of foundation. 

“Mr. Cunninenam.—We know different. 
on Mir. McWILLIAMS. So far as I am 
v4. aware, and I am in as close touch with 
my Leader as any other member of this 
party, the policy of this party has nob 
changed one iota. 


‘Mr. Cuynnincram.—They changed their 


‘Leader, I notice. 
- Mr. McWILLIAMS.—They did change 
their Leader, but that is not a nice remark 
to make. For twelve months I led my 
“party to the best of my ability. I left 
~ that position with honour, and I eall 
upon my present Leader to, say if there 
is one member in this party who is giv- 
“ing. him a more loyal support than I am 
_to- The honorable member’s re- 
mark was not a generous one. 
- Mr. Cunntncuam.—lI did not intend 
¢ in an ungenerous manner for the hon- 
rable member. I only wished to point 
out that the Country party “sacked” the 
rable member so that they would not 
¥v me ol him— | 
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_ then we had Mr. Deakin; then we had) 


able members who know me are aware. 


Minister during his absence. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- _ 
son).—Order! It is quite out of order © 
for an honorable member to interrupt the — 
honorable member who is siege) thet 
Chair. nae 

Mr. MoWILLIAMS. — As to: te ni 
Prime Minister-going to England, I say 
it is his duty to go, but the attitude ii 


that this party has taken up, as 


am sure my Leader would have ae 
if he had spoken at any length Tom 
this motion, has not altered one lota 
from the utterance which he made here 
on Friday last... Iam not betraying any 
secret when I “say that in that fr 
on Friday he expressed the opinions of 
every individual member of our party.” 
On the question of immunity, I repeat — 
that our party stand unaltered. We 
have said that we shall take no unfair 
advantage of the Prime Minister during 
his absence. We should have followed 
that course if this discussion had not oc-— 
curred. I do not believe there is a). 
member in this House—Nationalist, La- 
who would take an ad- ~ 
sande any member during his ab- 
ence that he would not take duvine hig’. 
hee Our attitude is that we will ~ 
take no unfair advantage of the Prime _ 
The Go-. 
vernment stand or fall on the merits or 
demerits of their legislation and on the 
merits or demerits of their administration | 
during his absence as they must do dur: | 
ing hig presence. : 


The members of this party have ge i 


taunted with not being National and with ~ 


not representing Labour. I say the Coun- 
try party are the true Nationalist party, 
of Australia, represénting as we do the — 
national primary production of Australia. 
I say we are the true Nationalists, and. 
I say also that, we represent Labour, | 

The honorable member for Moree 
léudly interjecting, ‘ 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I ask he 
honorable member for Maranoa, who is 
an old parliamentarian, and should 
know better, to assist the Speaker in try- 
ing to sectike a! fair hearing for every 
honorable member who is called upon to 
address the Chair. I hope there will bey 
no further interruptions, especially im-— 
mediately after ehe ‘Speaker lai called 
on onder. 


A ; . 
, Nay SG 


ry a ieee tara] 
Rey i PE aly ee UL os 
eee ae) eae PEE Wao 
$ 7) hae t RASA Woes ‘ee i 


‘party represent the true Labour of Aus- 
: > (tralia. Go out into the district that I 
ay uay other member of this party repre- 
oe and you will find there the men who 
work the hardest and get the least re- 
turn for their labour. I said in Sydney 
that if you compare the life of the men 
out in the Victorian mallee, or in the 
» back-blocks of = Western Australia, 
~ Queensland, or Tasmania, struggling as 


they do from morning to night—no al 


hours for them—if you compare the la- 
 -bour they perform and the remuneration 
aver receive with the remuneration of the 
- aYistocrats of labour in the cities, yeu will 
» goon see who is the true labourer. The 
“men we represent are the real workers of 
- Australia. 

es 
cent. of them. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The honcrable 
Ones and others know that organiza- 
tion is going on freely and strenuously — 
fT am not complaining of it—-against the 
"members of this party. 
ness comes beczuse we dare to say that 
‘the country men shall send ¢: cuntry men 
te represent them in this Parliament, - 

I wish to make my position clear, If 
| _ the Prime ee accepts the offer that 

our Leader made to him, that offer stands 
_ to- -day, the same as it was on Friday, the 
‘same as it was when this discussion began, 
end the position of this party remains 
‘ aaa the same to-day. 

. Mr. Gass.—Then why has the Prime 
- Minister altered ?. W a has he backed 
down ? 

Mr. McWILLTAMS. a am not. the 
Prime Minister's keeper. I do not know 
shy the Prime Minister should alter his 
views. He must speak for himself. 

Mr. Gasp.—He generally has 
“thing in his bag when he does, 

ee ‘Mr. McWiILLIAMS: — This party 
‘are in -nobody’s beg. It is because 
oe party refuse to walk 

. that we are sometimes 

from both sides. I repeat 
‘on all matters of administration, this 
party. remain absolutely free, untram- 
“melled, and unchallenged. tio exercise 
_ their right. as individuals and as a party, 
no ‘matter whether the Prime Minister is 
“In England cr in Australia. Australia 
~ should be represented at the Conference. 
te attitude which pho Leader of our 


sOome- 


assailed 
that, 


Mr. “McWILLIAMS. ahs Comune M 


these proceedings. 


Ganp.— They are about 30 per 


All the ‘bitter-. 


into a 


| ied tae course as an easy ae : 


give my solemn ord of hone rth 
has been neither intrigue nor ir 
action by this party during the 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [8.28] 


There are twoe motions pending | be 
the House, each of them being t 


oe 8 
pect et. two oe ee oe b 


mie in connexion ead — 
re other Pee ee was SUS] 


ional like 6 say a few words 
teresting Government of ours 
position in which they find 
at present. I shall not be so 
on the Country party as so 

orable members have been. I 
bait the honorable member for ¢ 
(Mr. Jowett) on his notorious rat 
the’ matter, but ie aah: 


vernment and to thie ‘Come 
The Government took up t the stan 
by reason of the motion carried — 
House last week their ~ positio: 
challenged and compromised, and 
that expression of opinion © st 
Government must resign. | 
unless the Country party we 
to make something in the 
retraction of, or compromise ) 
they had already done, the ¢ 
would be in such a positio 
must resign. 

Mr. Tupor. —Does not the 


oe Saf oe itch ie 


ve ‘vet. taken’ my ae 

a that if the Government had nich 

sensitive conscience that they felt, that 

ey must do something to rehabilitate 
themselves, an easy and direct course was 


for them to have asked the Country party 


whether on mature consideration they 
indorsed what they had done last week. 


‘That would have been a very straight 


question. As the Country party’s vote 
was vital, and if persisted in would be 
fatal, the question should have been, if 
a question was to be asked at all, 
you on deliberation and reflection adhere 
o the stand you adopted last week ?”’ 
Sir Josern Coor. —We never > thought 
of. ats) oe 
Mr. BRENNAN.— The’ Treasurer has 
thought tremblingly of every aspect of 
this case for the last week. And I 
suggest to honorable members of the 
Country party that, if they are consistent, 
as they claim to be, and as some of their 
apologists | amongst the Nationalists claim 


hat they are, they should have said— 


‘We mean to-day what we meant then. 
Now go on. with the work or got out. We 
have nothing further to say.’’ But what 
is the result of the Prime Minister’s 

ucubrations on. this matter? The 
1 (Mr. Hughes) 


rime “Minister 
| this House and. carefully 
the 


the members of 
Country aie said, and has asked the 
ouse to affirm that they meant what 
ee said, aa if ae meant what Hew 


of the Tariff aed) Gener 

atters: or importance. That is the posi- 
ery briefly stated. TRG eae 
aoceae said— aa 


rounity Me expressing ad reverie 
pinion by vote on these two points— 
whether it is. desirous that the Govern-: 
en should: not regard the vote on Thursday 


he mee: intended to take the business out of 
Sea Men. 


‘ AER received the positive assur- 
ance that the members of the Country 
iA ae mean ker of the 


LT 6 2 


has. 


tent. in everything you have said.’’ 


- speeches. 


cape the ight Honeeabls gentleman 
initiated a debate to affirm ‘by re 
solution of a majority the very things 
which the Country party had said. 
Therefore the motion can carry us. “no 
an inch further than we were at the clos ba 
of Thursday’s sitting when the vot 
adverse to the Government was carried 
This motion, if carried, will not white-— 
wash the Government. It will be saffi 
cient for the Prime Minister, who i 
accustomed to disregard both his own 
pledges and the votes of the House, and 
for the docile supporters who sit behind 
him, and for the go-betweens who talk 
against the Government and vote wit! 


“them, but it will not serve any real pur 


pose in undoing anything affirmativel 
done last week by the carrying of 
the vote against the Government. [I 
listened to the tearful speech of the hha 


it 


orable member for Kooyong (Sir Robert 


Best); he was emotional and eloquent 


First of all he turned to his friends am 


supporters of the Country party, loyal in 
their vote, though hostile in. their 
speeches, and said, in effect at all events, 
‘Y My friends and brothers, you shave 
been consistent. in everything. Last 
week, you said that you did not wish 
other than that thé Prime Minister 
should represent us on the other side of 
the world; today you say the same. 
Last week | you said you had no desire to 
unduly embarrass the Government; to- 
day you say the same. You are consis- 
And 
the honorable gentleman was right. ‘But 
this protagonist of consistency failed t 

point out that there was grave inconsis 

tency between what members of the 
Country party said and what they did 
on the floor of the House. That was the 


only matter of real interest and impor 


tance. Honorable gentlemen in the ae 
ner talk nicely, and every sentence 
consistent with the preceding one, but it 
is only the direction they take. when th 
Speaker asks the House to divide that 
marks them inconsistent with their 
So I leave them in the com ‘ 
pany of their friend, the honorab 
member for Kooyong. 


It is suggested by the honorable “mem 


ber that our minds should be bent. Pp 


ticularly upon the question of our rep 
sentation at the Imperial Conference, . 


and he has urged that the voice of Aus 


- tralia oie) be a at that aga 


Position of 


Whe voice of Australia!“ I ae cipaer 
sure that it is so vastly important that the 
voice.of Australia should be heard at the 
Conference. J am much more concerned 
that the veice of Australia should be 
heard and registered in the Australian 

Parliament. But/if the voice of Aus- 
fralia is to be heard at the Con- 
ference, God forbid that it should be 
“piped through the gramophone of the 
Prime Minister. I should be sorry to 
think that anything the Prime Minister 
“might say at the Imperial Conference on 
the other side of the world should bind 


either my conscience or my outlook upon. 


Australian affairs. J should be''sorry to 
think that the people of this country 
should ultimately, or ever, feel them- 
selves bound in the slightest degree by 
the representations made by the present 
‘Prime Minister at that Conference. 
Sir Granvitiz Ryrin.—He did not do 
too badly when he was there before. 
‘Mr. BRENNAN.—He did as badly as 
‘he could, and he has always been a 
genius in doing badiy for this country. 


We are told that, in regard to the ques- | 


tion of naval defence, it is important 
that we should be represented at the Im- 
perial Conference. We should be better 
represented’ in Australia than we are on 
questions of naval and other defence, and 
I should be sorry to think that the Prime 
‘Minister spoke for the Parliament of this 
‘country on the other’ side of the world, 
at all events, to the extent of binding 
us upon the question of naval defence. 
~ Mr. Gass.—He tried to bind us on. the 
question ef conscription. 


- Mr. BRENNAN.—There have been 
many things in regard to which he has 
found that he has” in this House pliant 
instruments who will enable him to. de- 
feat the will of the majority of the 
people outside the House. But I leave 
the matter at this stage. 
Ido not intend to discuss now the mat- 
ter of foreign affairs, which will more 
properly come forward upon another mo- 
tion. I simply say that it is worse than 
absurd, it is almost tragic, that this motion 
should have been tabled to-day for the de- 
liberate purpose of creating a purely ficti- 
“tious expression of loyalty on the part of 
members to the Prime Minister. If car- 
ried—and it is intended to have the sup- 
port of the Country party, and *it will 
_ get the support of that party, because the 


oe of Tt know coat pias ba 


- [REPRES pNTATIVES. 1 


oan irritate the ct ‘Min 


member for Franklin (Mr. M 


impunity, sey may not defeat him 
impunity 
Mr. SPEAKER “Order é 

Mr. BRENNAN.—So they will 
make good their vote of last week. 
is no danger of their doing so. J 
fore, let this paper be printed © 


i Sa Nou sKenad BHT sta: 
Imperial matters, and so that we ma 
have an opportunity. of calling attenti 

to the dual veice of this Governmen 10 
with one voice, say—‘‘ We owe 


have no independence, we have n¢ 
and we enjoy nothing but what we 
from Britain.’? And with the other 
they declare, ‘‘ We are going 
with our chest thrown out, a n 
ciant nation to give expression 
Australian sentiment.’ They — 
know what Australian sentiment is. 
Prime Minister has not, and Rabi 
sent idea of ares real Australian 


cibh his PAL are mere t 
and makeshifts for Britain. C 
Australianism in them. But it ¥ 
more proper to deal with those 2 
on another motion, upon which I - 
have the honour of expressing 
Australian Parliament the Aust 
view. This motion—I may not cal. 
farce—having been debated, let 1b b 
ried by the full strength of the Nz 
ists, whipped up so that there may 
mistake on this occasion, and | 
paper be printed. It is a somewh 
formal paper, anyhow, for it 

signed. We should be careful of 
unsigned papers. I do not wish the r 
honorable the Prime Minister to be 2 
misrepresented by an unsigned doe 
Already an  wuhsigned~ paper 
gone forth which has. greatly 
barrassed some people and misled 
as to the nature and extent of the Px 
Minister’s benevolence. soe 

Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [8.43] 

the outset of my remarks I desire 
to the statement made by the | 


te 


i? Position OL SOULS [20 
; - that, although the motion for ‘the 
adjournment of the House in order to 
_ discuss excessive shipping freights was 
one of vital importance to the people of 
Australia, it was jeered at by members 
of the Labour party, and did not receive 
_ their support. | 
Mr. Jowztt.—I said I was jeéred at. 


Mr. LAVELLE.—The statement was 
that the motion was jeered at and was 
not supported by honagrable members of 
this side. It may be all right for the 
honorable member for Franklin to try to 
mislead the people in some obscure part 

‘where there are no press representatives, 
- but it is useless for him to try that sort 
_ of thing in this Chamber. As proof that 
we considered the shipping freights a 
matter of vital importance, not only to the 
producers, but to every section of the com- 
munity, we supported very effectively the 
motion moved by the honorable member 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett)—too effec- 
| grey: in the opinion of the mover and the 
Government. We supported and in- 
_  dorsed the motion submitted last week, 
" \and voted in favour cf it much, as I have 
said, to the embarrassment of the Go- 
vernment and of our friends in the Minis- 
terial corner. Not only did we support 
the agitation against the present high 
oversea freights on that occasion, but we 
shall further support it to-day in order 
to emphasize the fact that we meant the 
_ vote which we recorded on Thursday last. 
_ I mention that in reply to the honorable 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett).° 

In common with that honorable member 

and other honorable members who have 
spoken, we are of opinion that Australia 
should be represented at the Imperial 
Conference, but honorable members on 
_ this side are not of the opinion that Aus- 
» tralia can be represented’ by the Prime 
_ Minister. | 

Mr. Consipine.—We might not lose 
anything if we were not represented there 

ver A Oa : 


Mr. LAVELLE.—We shall not lose 
anything if we are not represented by 
the Prime Minister, TI believe, however, 
that Australia should be represented at 
the Imperial Conference, but not by the 
Prime Minister, and I shall do my ut- 
most on this and every other occasion to 
prevent him representing this country. 
It has been apparent to every honorable 


member and to all outside who have fol- 
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i pit | 
Ministry. T53b 
lowed recent events closely, that on 
Thursday last the Prime Minister thought 
that he had an excellent opportunity ta 
suggest that the vote then recorded pre-' 
vented Australia being represented at 
the Conference in order to secure a pro- . 
mise of absolute immunity for the Go. 
vernment from members of the Country — 
party. There is not the slightest doubt, 
judging by the reports given to the press 
by the Leader of the Country party (Dr. 
Harle Page), and the statement made by 
the Prime Minister on Friday morning, 
that he did receive that assurance, and 
it would have been faithfully carried out 
had it not been for the fact that im tha 
remarks which he made the Prime Mins. 
ister made it too hot for the members of 
the Country party. | 


Dr. Harte Pacr.—That. 1s not cor. 
rect. ; ae an He os 
Mr. LAVELLE. — Apparently, the 


Prime Minister misjudged some of the 
men with whom he was dealing, and he 
made it so hot for them that they were 
forced either to admit publicly that they 
were so incompetent to represent | the 
electors that they did not know’ what 
they were doing and did not know what 
their vote meant, or to assert their man-— 
hood and‘put up a fight. The Prime 
Minister overdid things, and made it tod 
hot Yor members of the Country party, 
with the result that a number of them 
repudiated the promises which they had 
already given him. So we find the right 
honorable gentleman using the Imperial 
Conference as a whip with which to flog 
the Country party into absolute subjec- 
tion. ee 
On Thursday evening last, when thd 
Government were defeated on the motion — 
submitted by the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett), the House im- 
mediately adjourned, and honorable 
members opposite immediately held a 
Nationalist party meeting, at which they 
sat late into the night, and adjourned till 
the following morning. They met again’ 
on the following morning, and when they 
came into the chamber the Prime Minister. 
made his speech in which, amongst other 
things, he stated that, although the 
Leader of the Country party and the 
Whip had assured him that the members 
of that party had no intention of em- 
barrassing the Government or of takrhg 
the business out of the Government’s 
hands—— | a Vidi 


-_ 
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Mr. Gisson.—That is incorrect.. 


Mr. LAVELLE.—He went on to,say 
that that did not get away from the fact 
that by their action the members of the 
Country party did take the business out 
of the hands of the Government, and he 
further said that no self-respecting Go- 
-vernment could carry on in the circum- 
stances’ He went on to say that he must, 
in this Chamber, have an assurance of 
immunity from the’ Country party 
or otherwise he would not carry on. He 
put before the House a motion for the 
adjournment in order to enable the 
Government to further consider their 
position, That motion was carried, and 
the House adjourned go that the Govern- 
ment might further consider their posi- 
tion. In the interval between last Friday 
and to-day we have found the Leader of 
the Country party in the press of two 
States adopting a firm attitude. We have 
found the Prime Minister stating to-day 
that haying had the assurance of mem- 
bers of the Country party that by their 
Vote they meant no harm to the Govern- 
ment he intended to accept that assur- 
ance in spite of the fact that on Friday 
last he said he could not accept it. ‘Thea 
we had the spectacle of the Leader of 
the Country party standing up here and 
indorsing the remarks made by the Prime 
‘Minister to-day. So not only dig the 
Prime Minister climb down, but the 
Leader of the Country party also climbed 
down. , 


Dr. Harte Pace.—I rise to a point of 
order. The honorable member for Calare 
is making deliberately incorrect state- 
ments, both in regard to the speech I 
made to-day, and my attitude during the 
week end. JI demand that these state- 
jnents be withdrawn. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
sen).—Order! The honorable member 
has raised no point of order. If the 
Ronorable member who is addressing the 
Chair has made references to the honor- 
able member for Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) 
that are not in accordance with facts, or 
has misrepresented the honorable mem- 
ber’s utterances in any way it will be 
quite in order, when the honorable mem- 
‘ber for Calare has resumed his seat, for 
the honorable member for Cowper to get 
up and make a personal explanation in 
order to correct any such misrepresenta- 


tions, but he is not in order in doing so 


Position of | [REPRESENTATIVES.] Ministry. — 


think that I am misrepresenting him 
intentionally or unintentionally. I have 


pired in this House this afternoon and on 


there whether it involves a loss of dignity” 


Cpa ad 
aL Rae TRC 
sisactta tsa in 

ay! 


in the middle of the speech of the hon- ey 
orable member for Calare. aa, 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I am sorry that th 
Leader of the Country party shoul 


a 
i 


no desire to misrepresent him or any 
other member of the House. I hay 
merely set forth accurately what trans- 


Thursday and Friday last. And I hav 
shown that both the Prime Minister and 
the Leader of the Country party hav. 
climbed down, and have receded from th: 
attitude they took up on Thursday an 
Friday last. oe Bais 

The proccedings of last week hay 
merely served to prove more conclusivel 
than ever that after all the Country part 
and the Nationalist party are one and th 
same, The honorable member for Robert 
son (Mr. Fleming) in his opening remark 
to-day, stated that at the last election he 
was one of those who were indorsed b 
both the Country party and the National 
ist party. He said that other honorabl \ 
members on the Government side were 
also indorsed by both parties. We al 
know well that if a candidate is indorsed 
by two political parties there must be 
very little, if any, -diffeyence betwee 
those parties. I am stire that the electors 
if they were not previously of tha 
opinion, are certainly now of the opinioi 
that the Country and National 
parties are one and the same. A certail 
course has been adopted to-day in ord 
to give the Prime Minister an opportu 
nity, and, apparently, he does not wan 
much of’ an opportunity, to find a wa 
out of the difficult position in which h 
is placed, because he is determined to g 
to the Imperial Conference. He is goles es 


and prestige or anything else, so long 
as it does not involve a loss of his posi- 
tion as Prime Minister. A great deal 
of time has been taken up in debating 
motion for the printing of a certain pape 
dealing with cables which the Prime Min 
ister received from England in Novembe: 
last, but every member of this House 
and every person outside is aware tha 
this is merely a weak move on the part” © 
of the Government to find a way out of © — 
the difficulty in which they have been © 
placed by the vote taken on Thursday 

Having listened to the assurance giv 
to-day by the honorable member : 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett), who moved 


ad 


ren. by hy ae of 
arty (Mr. McWilliams) 
f ae mean the vote which they 
Len Porte I intend to move the 
gs foll owing amendment— : 


hat atta the word t nated: ” ‘the “ieltaletig 
wotds be added:—‘ but this House’ indorses 
the vote taken on Thursday last on the mo- 


io : ee the honorable member for Gr ieee am 


to “the ae as ap Honbvhie member 
or West: cee 12 aye Kee 


a Le YELLE. —I ana: " ne 

to ‘prove that, so far as 

jonorable. members on this ‘side are con- 
ce Breed we: "shall indorse the vote taken 


an ort ity. of conte aheben they 
ant the on Vee recorded on that 
veasion, or oa is useless for 


: : "and iy wish, eh ‘his amend- 
“Tinted to. lage to see if at 


oF ae cannot move the enn . 
ut , other honorable member 


hat na words ee to 


to) cone (Mr. Consiprinr’s 
mate House Sh aaee 


| Blakeley, A 
Brennan, at 


Catts, Ae ane 
Charlton, M,. 


Considine, M. PB 


Cunningham, L, pith 
Fenton,’ J) B,* 0) 
Gabb, J: M. 
Lavelle, T. J. 
Lazzarini, HPs: 
Mahony, W. G. — 


Makin, N. J. 0:" 


Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bell, G. J. 


Best, Sir Robert 


Blundell, Rete 
Bowden, E. K. 
Cameron, D. C. 
Chanter, J. M. 
Chapman, Austin 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Cook, Robert. - 


Corser, ‘EH. Be Cy 


Fleming, W.. M. 


. Foley, G. 
Foster, Richard 


Fowler, J. M. 
Franeis; F. H. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 
Groom, L.. i. 
Hay, A. 
Higgs, W. G. 
Fa Wes C3 


Anstey, F, 
MeDonald, C. 


Malinsy, Hee 


‘Mathews,’ J.- 


McGrath, Dae 
Moloney, Parker 
Nicholls, 8. R.- 
Ryan, ToS ay 
Tudor, F. Gu. 
Watkins, D. 
Wiest, J. Ey. 
Tellers: 
Page, James. 


Riley, fig 


Noxs. 


Hughes, Ww. M. 
Jackson, D, S. 
Jowett, hs, as é 
Lamond, Hector 
Lister, 7 A Aes 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, Ge H. 
Marks, W. M. 
Marr GoW. Git 
Maxwell, G. A, 


; McWilliams, W. 5. 


Page, Dr. Earle , 


‘| Poynton, A. 
| Prowse, J. H.. 


Rodgers, A. 8.» 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird | ( 
Stewart dona Oo 
Watt, W. A, 

Wise, G, Et | 


Tellers: 
Burchell, R. J. 
Story, W. Da LN 


“PAIRS, ‘i 


Bayley, Nf Ge. 
Bruce, S. M. 


Question so resolved in the negative, 
Panne ina negatived. 


son ) The gmetidinent 18 out oe fone 
for the reason that a vote of the 


-eannot be dealt with in the manne1 


posed. A vote once given stands 


( ee no er, action of at sae 


The. 


NOAG 
ogg 
De ae 


AYES. . 
Hughes, W. M. 
Jackson, Dy S. 
Jowett, E. 
Lamond, Hector 
“Bister, J. HH. 


: oe ae Robert — 
Blundell, R. P. 


Bowden, E. K. Livingston, J. 
Cameron, D. C. ' Mackay, G. H. 
Chanter, J. M. Marks, W. M. 
Chapman, Austin (Mla Ao WE ae 

Cook, Sir: Joseph Maxwell, G. A. 


: ‘Cook, Robert 


McWilliams, W. J. 
: Corser, 2 ae a Be 


Page, Dr. Harle 


. Fleming, WwW. M. | Poynton, A. 

» Foley, G. | Prowse, J. H. 

Foster, Richard Rodgers, A. §. 
»Fowler, J. M. _ Ryrie, Sir Granville 
i Francis, By i. Smith, Laird 
Gibson, W. G. Stewart, P. G: 
‘Greene, W. M: Watt, W., A. 
“Gregory, vga Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L, 

:/ Cdilagy, we Fellers; 
oe eee W.. G: Burchell, R. J. 
ill, W. C, Story, W. H. 

se, ; NOES. 
Blakeley, A.. Maloney, Dr. 
_ Brennan, F. Mathews, J. 
de@atts. 3.) FH. MeGrath, D.C. 
Charlton, M. Moloney; Parker 


Considine, MP. Nicholls, S. R; 


& Cunningham, | Tone Ryans, ; 
Fenton, J. E. Tudor, F. G. 

- 'Gabb, J. M, Watkins, D, 

< Lavelle, Aaah West) J.-B. 

iaaz anny, FL. P. Vellers : 
tahony: W. G. Page, James 
yMakin, N. J. O. Riley, E. 

PAIRS. 

L a J. G. Anstey, F. ‘ 

Bruce, 70. NE. MeDonald, C. 


% 
ny Question so resolved in the affirmative. 


_-CANBE RRA. 


“Taso SysTem AND "APPLICATIONS: FOR 
ves | Bosmuss Sires: 


Mr AUSTIN CHAPMAN asked the 
Minister for Home and Territories, wpon 
notice— 


nee ‘When is the opportunity 4 be given to 


Parliament to discuss the land system to be 
adopted at Canberra—whether it will be by 
Land Act 
length of tenure is to be given for business 
ee leases? 


Wey Will he inform the Higa’ what pas 


House | | business men gee eee ad 
f 


‘do such contracts extend ? 


or. deand* Ordinanee—and what | 


ee are ee ea hg Banas oe ge Ata oage Sn 


or business sites at Canberra, 80 
may have an opportunity of ered 
for business purposes there? | 


oe Wine, POYNTON.—The ans 
ierabia member’ S pes 
low :— : 


1. The question of the tea of 
to be adopted in the-Federal Ca 
tory—whether by Land Oudieguae or 
Act—is under the consideration of | 
ment. In the meantime an Ordina 
being prepared, which can be cony 
an Act if so decided. Provision will 
-for fixed periods of re-appraisemén 
question of building regulations “and 
ter of the lay-out of business and 
sites have been referred to the Ady 
mittee for immediate attention. 

2. As soon as ‘these matters ° are 
applications will be invited fas ie “f 
the sites. 


COMMONWEALTH BOND 
STOCK. 2 
“Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN 


Treasurer, wpon notice— 


Have any suggestions been mage re 
the convenience and saving that 
effected to holders of Commonwe 
Peace, and other bonds and stock i 


= 


monwealth Bank could act as inter 
between buyer and seller, and arrang 
transfer of bonds and stock from. 
purchaser without both having » : 
mission thereon ? 


eee. gates! Ne that no « 
should be charged. After care 
sideration it was decided not t 
with the proposal. The preset 
in regard to commission is tha; 
chaser pays no commission, but t 
is charged a commission of Is. 
£10 bond. | 


COMMONWEALTH srt f 
oo) CONTRACTS, 7a 


Mr. McWILLIAMS asked th 
in. Charge of Shipping, wpon not 

1. Whether the manager of the C m. 
wealth line of steamers, or the Mi 
entered: into -contracts for coasta 
State, or overseas freights, for 


space or ordinary cargo? / 
2. If so, at what rates, and over - wha 


Mr, HUGHES.—It is aa ns 
desirable to. publicly supply the imfc 
tion asked for, but the honorable : 
will be furnished with bie oe 
pe Ht ite So denies, 


LESS Ns aaa aa 


AUSTRALIAN NOTES FUNDS. 
Pee [Pie STtaTE BoRROWINGS. 


_ ‘Mr. FENTON asked the Treasurer, 
. + upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that the Commonwealth Go- 

_ vernment has loaned from the Notes Trust 
' Funds about £20,000,000 (New South Wales, 
£8,200,000; Victoria, £4,000,000; Queensland, 
£800,000; South Australia, £3,100,000; Western 
Australia, £3,400,000; Tasmania, £1,460,000) ; 
and, if so, will the Treasurer inform the 
House whether the States have repaid any of 
_  #he loans on the due dates? 
- 2. Whether they have paid the interest on 
these loans on due dates? 

3. Whether the Commonwealth is in a posi- 
tion of security in respect to the repayment 
-of these loans and interest thereon? 


ne a rth ante oo ee RY A nh ncn mast red eee tes 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answers to 
the honorable member’s questions are as 


follow :— 


. 1. The Commonwealth , Government has 
made the following loans “4o the States from 
the Australian Notes Funds :— 


New South Wales £9,800, 000 
Michoriage Fie. wih ... 5,706,000 
‘Queensland ... ea :s.) 2,490,000 
South Australia 2,926,000 

ya Western Australia, 4,798, 75U 
Tasmania ... 1,969,000 
Total <.. ave £21,689, 750 


The following repayments have been made 
on due dates :— 


. £4,156, 750 


In addition to these repayments, securities 
have been sold to the Commonwealth Bank 
by the Commonwealth, as follows :— 


New South “Wales £200,000 
Victoria is 196,000 
Western Australia ig: 60,000 
Vasmania Md ins ase] 40, 000 

Total £496,000 


“2. Interest on the loans due to the Com- 
monwealth has been paid on due dates. 
3. Yes. 


apy VETERINARY OFFICERS’ 
, » APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. GIBSON asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, wpon notice— 

- 1. Whether the fourteen veterinary officers 
_ appointed since 30th June, at a total salary 
of £6,575, have commenced their duties? 
2 What are their special duties? 

8. Where are they located? “a 

_. 4, Under which department are they work- 
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New South Wales .. £2,200,000 | 

Victoria ah a, 243,000 

Queensland ... ae 1,000,000 

Western Australia 713,750 
Total 


1539 
Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— nie tae 


War Gratuity. ' 


1, Four of the fourteen veterinary inspec- 
tors appointed have commencéd duty. These 
four inspectors have been. previously em- 
ployed under exemption from the Public Ser- 
vice Act and Regulations for periods ranging 
from seven to eleven years, but have now — 
been made permanent otticers. eM 

2. The ante and post-mortem inspection of 
animals intended for slaughter for export and 
the supervision of the treatment of meat in- 
tended for canning for export. zg 
_3. When they commence duty there will’ be 
six in Queensland, three in New South Wales, 
three in Victoria, one in South: Australia, 
and one in Western Australia. 

4. Department of Trade and Customs. 


WARGRATUITY. 
Position or Nursss. | 


Mr. BRENNAN asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Defence, upon — 
notice— p 

1. Is it a fact that Australian-trained nurses 
who were the first to respond to the request 
of the British Government that Australian 
nurses might offer themselves for service with 
the armies of Britain, do not participate on 
equal terms in the war gratuity with nurses 


who were attached to the Australian Imperial 
Force ? 


2. If so, why? / 

Sir JOSEPH COOK .—The answers to 
the honorable member’s questions are as. 
follow :— . 

Ix Yes. k 
(2. The Australian war gratuity is payable 
only to persons who served in the Australian, 
Forces. The Australian nurses who served 
in the British Army receive the Imperial war - 
gratuity, and also receive a grant from. the 
Australian Government at the rate of £50 


per annum for the period of their seryice 
with the British Army, 


WOOL REALIZATION : 
ASSOCIATION, Rta 
DIRECTORATE AND SALARIES.” | 
Mr. GIBSON asked the Prime Minis- 
ter, upon notice— 3 
1. Whether it is correct, as reported in the 
press, that two directors of the British and 
Australian Wool Realization Association draw 
£10,000’ each as salary ? yy Bhs e 
2. How many directors are there in the 
company ? Ba 
3. What are the salaries of these directors? 
4, Are these salaries free of taxation ?. ~ 


Mr. HUGHES.—The British Austra- 
lian Wool Realization Association Limited 
is a company registered under the Vic- 
torian Companies Act 1915. The articles 
of association govern the appointment of 
directors; the remuneration paid to the 
directors is provided for in the articles of 


a of 5 


~ s : ars ‘ pis 
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iS anarions and the conduct of the busi- 
“mess operations of the association are 
necessarily on similar lines to those of any 
public company working under the same 
Act. The Commonwealth Government 
are not concerned as to the number of 
directors or the salaries paid them, but 
Sir John Higgins, Chairman of the " Aus- 


tralian Board, has in this instance very 


courteously supplied me with particulars 
which will enable me to reply to the ques- 
tions asked by the honorable member. 
The replies are as follow :— 

“1. Yes; £10,000 per annum to the Chairman 
of the British Board, and a like sum to the 
Chairman of the Australian Board. 

2, Eleven, directors (five on the British 
Board and six on the Australian Board). 

' 8. Mach director £1,000 per annum, as pro- 
vided for in the articles of association, 

4. For. ordinary directors—No. For the 
Chairman of the British and Australian 
Boards—Yes. 


I am advised that the business of the: 


association embraces, in addition to the 
disposal of wool and other assets of its 
own, large wool transactions as agent of 
His “Majesty's Government, in which the 
Government of the Dominion of New 
Zealand and the Government of United 
South Africa are also interested. It, 
therefore, follows that the usual privacy 
between principal and agent must be ob- 
served. It is also stated that the business 
at present conducted by the association 
comprises 70 per cent. on agency account, 
for which a satisfactory rate of commis- 
sion is paid to the association, and 30 per 
cent. on’ account of the association’s own 
wool. 
largely paid for out of agency business, 
which promises to be materially increased 
in the near future, thus further reducing 
realization costs on Australian carry-over 


wool. 
| REV. J. B. RONALD. 
Mr. MATHEWS asked the 


‘Minister, upon notice— 
IT, In view of the fact that last year, when 
the member for Melbourne Ports referred to, 


the position of “Mr, Ronald’s case,” the Prime 
Minister said that he thought it was “a State 


Prime 


matter,” and that he would see the State Pre- 


mier, has the Prime Minister done so, and what 
conclusion did We and the State Premier come 
0? it: 
2. Does he ital that it will be necessary 
for Mr. Ronald to report that the King’s com- 
mand to hold an inquiry into the allegations 
He leketiny Mr. Ronald’s petition is invalid 
here 

3. Will he give Mr. Ronald an official reply 
to present in person to the King? 
_ 4, Has he read Mr. Ronald’s petition and the 
affidavit een ae it, and, if oe latter be 


ae 


Rey IB. Ronald. |[REPRESENTATIVES.] _War Serv 
(GES ol RRS ceo hatte 


per house made by Messrs. J. and H. G. 


The association’s expenses are very | 


to him direct. 


true, does he think that a pee facie 
for inquiry is made out; if not, will he 
the responsibility of prosecuting Mr... Rot 
for perjury? ds 


Mr. 


vs 


augue sa) —The answers: to 


low -— 
1, I have been continually in touch with the 

Premier of Victoria in regard to the case o 

nae Rev. J. B. Ronald, but the State Bie 


nexion with the matter. anh 

2. The petition presented to His Moises b 
the Rey. Ronald was referred, at the Ka 
command, through the Governor -General 
consideration; SO far as I am aware, 


ned, As I bs Hn ee stated in 
chamber, the Commonwealth Government 
no ) jurisdiction in Mere matter, and, cere 


his case is ee one for Con MAORI oH 
padi Government, The hea Tee | 


WAR SERVICE HOMES, 


Arcurrects’ F rns. 


Upon a 


1. Is it a fact that the Repatrienien ay = 
ment protested against the charge of £2: . 


architects for the. Commonwi th 


a 


patrick, 
Bank, in connexion with the work? . | 
2. Does any family relationship exist 
tween the Governor of the Commonwealth 
Bank and members of the firm of ae 
and, if so, what? . 
3. Is it a fact that one of the Kirkpa 
is a brother-in-law of Sir Denison Miller 
4, Is Sir «Denison Miller’s son onipiey 
the firm of Kirkpatrick? ; 
5, Is Sir Denison Miller’s son financially 
terested in the firm of Kirkpatrick? = 


Sir JOSEPH COOK—The an wet 
to the honorable member’ s questions | 
as follow :—_ Me 

1. No fixed charge of £24 10s. per hou 
been made by the architects, their fee bein 
charged on a percentage basis, to the rate of i 
which exception was taken by the War Service 
Homes .Commissioner. eee matter. was 


ni Amdiboe-Caslenee 
2, 3, 4, and. 5.1 cannot say. I wou 1a 1 tik ; 
to call the stucan een of the honorable. me 


persons to carry on the icalie 65) of the Bat 
As to the matter of his relations, A 
any one interested in this matter ee 


ter, Apo “al 
i Will he provide the following Paacnlation a 
hho The amoufit of wheat gristed into flour 
for the years 1917, 1918, 1919, and 
1920, for the respective States of the 
. ‘Commonwealth ? ? 
(0) The prices charged per bushel for such 
wheat during the above years? 


i HUGHES.—The information is 
e bein obtained, and will he furnished as 


ae PICTURE PILMS. 
Mr. MATIONY asked the ‘Minister for 


What. A intity of picture films was im- 


bodes into’ Australia during the years 1914, 
pO bo, * 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, and 1920 respec. 


s tively? : 
M2. Dae: amount, of duty collected | upon such 
‘ona ee those years? 


GREENE.— The Ta aabreds to the 


Soe member's aon are as fol- 
low:-— 
aly Imports are recorded. according to finan- 
cial, and not calendar, years. Prior to 
1916- AVE films were not recorded separately, artd 
it i is, therefore, impossible to state the quan- 
Imported. The imports for 1916-17, 
OUT 18; an 19, ae 1919-20. were as fol- 
eek bt 
1916- 1a 16, 678 927 foot, 
Ave 18, 18 029, 016 feet, 
» 1918- 19, 10,803,747 feet, 
hobo: 20, 16, 934, 496 feet, 
By The ar collected during bit same years 


valued at £273,986. 
valued at £292,030. 
valued at £163,196. 


£90,879 
68,536 
52,504 
73,092 


gate ty of discontinuing sea mili- 

drills on Saturday afternoons, thus afford- 

ig "to Australia’s youth the same opportuni- 

ties as other sections of the SS hunn for re- 
creation and pleasure ? 


ve GRANVILLE RYRIE, | — ‘The 


is as” ‘follows: aes 


recards: the. Citizen Forees, it is not con- 
d. desirable to discontinue drills on Satur- 
afternoons. The number of days’ home 
ing required under, seetion. 127 (e) of the 


nly eight days.. This home 
divided up into. whole-day, — 
-oportion ae 


parades, the 


gs to. othe 0 abs Hi hb 
Isc : 


> ter: 


valued at £236, A494. 


- AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL ‘vote 


Except — 


in Aes case of iaahe. aoe uate Haniel raini 


is -done in half- “day and night parades, 
half days rarely exceeding ten; thus, le 
out the period spent in camp, the trainee L 
at least forty Saturday afternoons to himse 
Special facilities are given in the country d 
tricts to the Light Horse to vary their par 

so as to allow of as little inconvenience to 
industry or individual as possible. 

value, certain classes of training must C 
ried out in daylight, and if this is not done 
Saturday afternoons, it would require t 
done during the trainee’s hours of employmen 
involving a loss of wages, which would be 
distinet hardship. As Tegards Senior ©. 


the annual compulsory training requir 


64 hours, 35 hours of which are carried ow Z 
the employers’ time, the remaining 29 hou 
being performed in the cadets’ own 
one of the. 29 ponte are set aside for ant 


‘maining 25 hours are spread Thvomatiot 

year, which is approximately 6 hours per quar 
The duration of parades held in the 
Senior Cadets’ own time, for cadets who are 


attending schools, is, as a minimum, 24 hours, 


and these drills are held on the weekly half- 
holiday. The Department does not think 
equitable to ask employers to. increase the 
number of drills held in the employers’ time, 
which is the only procedure whereby a corr 
sponding number of drills may be reduced. ole 
the cadets’ own time. The policy of holding — 
a certain percentage of drills in the employers 7 
time opened up the way for the abolition of 
night drills, which step. received the unanimous 
approval of all the boys’ parents, and for the 
reduction of the number of. parades held on — 
the weekly half-holiday in ‘the. owe own | : 
time. | 


CASE OF THOMAS NICHOLSO 
Mr. BURCHELL asked the Treasurer, 


upon notice— 


Whether be will lay on the taylan ot he 
Library ali papers in connexion with the pen- 
sion claim of Mr, Thomas Nicholson, of 37 
Sixth-avenue, Maylands, Western Australia 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.-—These pape 
are of a confidential and personal nature, 
and it is not considered that they should 
be placed in any position where they ma 
be viewed by uninterested persons 
the honorable member so desires, he m 
view the Ch at the Commonwealt 


GRAVES. wy ‘ 
Mr. Mage asked the i 


Seat of Government. 


hae ‘Has the work of jdeneiieation and estab- 
lishment of central cemeteries been completed? 
3. Where are the central cemeteries situated? 


) Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The 
a answers to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions are as follow:— 


Du ‘Unfortunately, NO. 
main to be located. 


2 and 3. Permanent cemeteries have been | 


Ch Gahed as under:— 
. Egypt.—Chatby 
Cairo, Minia, 
Ismalia, Kantara, 
 Arish. ; 
- Palestine “-Dier-el- Belah, Gaza,  Beer- 
- sheba, Ramleh, Jerusalem, Haifa. : 
Syria. —Beyrout, Damascus, 


(Alexandria), - 
Tel-el-Kebir, Suez, 
Port Said, El 


oe information than the above will be 
- furnished to the honorable member when 
| replies. are received to the cabled inquiries 
now in course. 


_ PACIFIC ISLANDS MAIL 
CONTRACT. 


_ Mr. WEST asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


-¥. Will he give the date ofthe termination 
of the present contract for mails between Syd- 
ney. Lord Howe, and Norfolk Islands and the 
- New Hebrides, and state the amount of subsidy © 
Lah for a two-monthly service. 

2. Will he, before any new tenders are made, 
“arrange for a monthly service as before the 

war? 

8, Will ‘he call for tenders to provide for a 
"separate service between Lord Howe and Nor- 
folk Islands and Sydney? 

4. Uf not successful in obtaining suitable 


tenders, will he entertain the proposal to place ‘ 


Commonwealth steamers on the service? if 

5. Before any tenders are accepted, will he 
cause a revision to be made of freight and 
i ihe Ags rates? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers are— 


A The present contract terminates on the 
3lst July, 1921. The subsidy for a two- 
monthly service is £12,000. 

2, 3, 4, and 5. The question of a fresh con- 


3 


tract is at present receiving attention, and the - 


matters referred to by the honorable member 
will be given due consideration in connexion 
therewith, 


SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 


Cost or ADMINISTRATIVE Buripinas IN | 


. Mrreovrne. 1 


‘Me. JAMES PAGE asked"the Mine 
“ister ‘for Home and Territories, ee 
es Holi: 


; bop teguie under the sou omang, heads in con: 


(REPRESH NTATIVES. = Papuon Oi mt 


Some graves yeb re-~ 


Hadra, | 


' Gipps and Lansdowne streets, 


room, £68,371. 


Ap 


for Home and Territories, upon notice Re, 


What is the total amount paid by the ache! 


(a) Cost of “builoing! covatrucse ; 
bourne and its vicinity for 
trative offices since Federat 
established, and annual 
charge on same? . . 

(b) Cost of acquisition of land 
ings in Melbourne and its 
for governmental 
date? 

(c) Total amount paid up to date for 

f and interest in regard to adm 
tive and other buildings con 

. with the retention of Federa: par 
mentary activities in Melbourne 


ial) ron TON. —The answers ae 
(a) Commonwealth © offices, rne 
Melbour: 
Cost of building, including Treasury st 
Victoria Barracks— 
northern end Cost, £42,517. Total, £ 
The moneys for the erection of these 
were provided’ out of revenue, and, 
no interest is chargeable. oe 

(6) Area, at corner of Gipps and 
streets, for Commonwealth  offices,— 
land, or 242. Area, in’ Victoriaspara 6; 
roy, rade buildings thereon, acquired f 
monwealth notes purposes—Cost of ae 
£9, 500. Total, £16, ee 


Property Schedule ” ats FN ae 
site, £25,000; total, £122,000; of which 
the Commonwealth pays the State of Vi 
interest, at the rate of 3% ag! cent. bag 


sent, occupied by Central Détonds A imi 
tion and the 3rd Military District respect 
out it is not possible to allocate the in 
charges against the two sections, #.e., C 
Administration and 3rd Military Distri¢ 
the space occupied by each has vari 

Kine he from time to time. ay: 


PAPUAN. OIL-FIELDS 


Experts’ Optnions: INDENT 
Lasour—Borgs. 


Mr. BLAKELEY asked the/ 


1, Whether it, is a fact that Mr. 
when reporting on the Upoia oil-fie! 
that the structure on which the wells 
bored was not favorable: for oil aca 
and that all drilling operations - 
Wade’s policy was suspended? _ me 

2. Is it a fact that there is a gr 
ence of opinion between Mr. Brown 
Wade as to the interpretation of t 
as set forth in Dr. Wade’s Report 
in Papua, 1914? | 

8. Is Dr. Wade. still emplo; 
Vaxciihiend anc if so, im wha 


| Papen’ Oil- Fields. 


an What is the total cost of the oil- boring 
Re Acions | in Papua, pricr: to the Anglo- 
_ - Persian Company taking control, for (a) plant 
* . and machinery, (b) labour? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are— 
a. 1, Yes. 
fiero Ves... Mr’ Brown worked Jon the data pre- 
_ viously supplied by Dr. Wade, and came to 
~ the conclusion that there was no. structure 
in’ the particular locality referred to good 
enough te warrant further testing. He con- 
--giders, however, that much credit is due to 
Dr. Wade and his assistants for the pioneer- 


Fai.) ing work which they accomplished under most 


difficulé conditions. 

+3. Yes, in so far as he has been given a re- 
_tainer of £100 in consideration of the right to 
eall upon him for oceasional consultations in 
London during the year ending Bist December 

Be 4 EXT, 

| 4, The total cost of the oil- boring operations 

in Papua prior to thé Anglo- Persian Company 
faking control was— 

(a) For plant and machinery—£3], 838. 

(bo) For labour—£51,845. 


Mr. BLAKELEY asked the Minister 
- for Home and Territories, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that Mr. J. Brown, in 
_ reporting on the Papuan oil-fields, stated that, 
if immigration of Chinese or some other 
_ Hastern nation could be arranged for, labour 
‘in Papua would be consider ably improved? 
2. Tfso, will the Minister give the House an 
tf opportunity of discussing any system of in- 
_ dentured labour, other than Papuan, before an 
ae alteration of policy takes place? 


Mr, POYN TON.—The answers are— 
Paria. Ses. | 

_. 2. It is not the intention of this Government 
_ to authorize any system of indentured labour 
other than Papuan. 

On Thursday last the ,hdnorable mem- 
_ ber for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) asked me 
_ certain questions respecting the oil boring 
qperations in Papua. I have looked into 
the matter, as promised, and am now 
able to supply the following informa- 
eM tion: me 

aa As far as can be gathered. from the reports 
received to date, no “pores have actually been 
_ put down by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
i its work having been confined to carrying out 
_ geological surveys and mapping, with a view 
_ to the selection of two or more favorable loca- 
. tions for drilling. So far, it has been decided 
to put down only one test bore, namely, at 


. Poe, 
a e first step taken by the company was to 
_ examine all available maps and records of pre- 
_ vious work performed on the Papuan oil-fields, 
following upon which it decided:— 

1. To carry out a geological survey and 
examination of the Gulf Coast region 
north-west from Yule Island to the 


{20 Aprit, 1921.] 


Imperial Conference. 7543 
, 2. To re-examine Upoia and the neighbonr- 
ing areas in the Valaila region, “and to 
extend and correlate areas ‘surveyed by 
- Dr. Wade and the Commonwealth OiL } 
fields Geological Staff, : 
The maps examined were prepared by Dr, 
Wade, or under his supervision. 
In the course of its re- -examination, the com- 
pany found certain indications which led it to. 


disagree with Dr. Wade’s conclusions in regard 


to some of the areas; but this disagreement 

was not such as to cast any reflection upon the 

work of Dr. Wade. | 
As a matter of fact, it was owing to the pre- 


‘liminary work performed by Dr. Wade, and to. 


his recommendations, that a further examina- 
tion was made ‘of the Kira-Ie Hills district, 
where very encouraging indications of oil have 
now been found. 


pe 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented : cola 


Basic Wage—Royal Commission: -Furtiess 
Report dealing with the corresponding 
Cost of Living during the years 1915- 
TOTo. 

Oilfields in Papua—Reports of Operations ‘of 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, January and ° 
February O21, 

League of Nations—Report by the Secre- 
tary-General to the First Assembly of the 
League on- the work of the Couneil. 
(Paper presented to British Parliament.) 

Public Service Act— ” 

Appointments, &c., of R. P. Allen, RB, 
Grant, J. M. Davidson, H. O’Boyle, J- 
J. Bourke, R. A. Dowling, F. V. Gol- 
lins, R. H. Heywood, H. W. Bennepts, 
W.-H. B. Finney, C. MeNicol,) G2 Wi 
Dye, dd. Tomlin, Department OFT 
Trade and Customs. 

Regulations Ria Sa NREL ERIS = Rules 
1921, No. 12. 

War Service Homes Act— 

Land acquired at Campbelltown, 
South Wales; Double Bay, New South 
Wales; Goulburn, New South Wales;, 
Kogarah, New South Wales; Waratah, — 
New sdebeaty Wales (2). 


New 


IMPERIAL CONFERENCE, | 
Debate resumed from 13th April (wide 
page 7427), on motion by Mr. Hucues— — 

That the paper—League of Nations—Man- 

date for German Possessions in the Pacific” 


Ocean situated south of the Equator, other 
than German Samoa and Nauru—be printed, | 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [9.35] peat i 
is only on very rare occasions that the 
Commonwealth Parliament has. the er 


portunity of discussing such an mae 


question as that of the foreign policy of - 
Australia, Indeed, too-much of our time 
is occupied in the discussion of parochial — 
matters which concern State Parliaments 
only, We shall never reach the segs 


; 9 } NON aot sek Gere “ 
j “ \ ; aM ial 


ti 
hte * 
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we ought to attain in this Parliament 
until we give less attention to many of 
the small matters with which we now 
deal, and take more profound interest in 
issues of largely national concern, 
The Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
‘hopes that every honorable member will 
“express himself freely on this question 
of the Imperial Conference, remembering 
only that every word said here in rela- 
‘tion to other nations must be well 
weighed before utterance.”’ I accept the 
right honorable gentleman’s invitation on 
those terms, and I hope I shall say 
nothing to offend either Japan ,or the 
‘United States, to which I shall have rea- 
‘son to refer. If we desire the friendship 
of any nation, we must refrain from say- 
ing anything which is calculated to injure 
the feelings of its people. Anything I 
say about Japan or the United States of 
“America will certainly be said with no 
idea of reflecting upon the people of those 
countries, or the eminent men controlling 
their destinies. 
Australia will agree with the remarks 
of the Prime Minister concerning Japan. 
He says that we admire the bravery of 
its people, their splendid achieve- 
‘ments in the arts of peace as well as their 
“prowess in war, and that we desire te live 
in peace and friendship with them. But 
it is also true that we desire to keep Aus- 
tralia for the Australian people and the 
British, who have sacrificed so many lives 
and spent such a great deal of money in 
developing this country since the first 
settlement at Port Jackson in 1788. | 
Japan must remember that the Japanese 
islands are larger than the British Isles, 
with an area of 147,655 square miles, as 
‘eompared with an area of 121,391 square 
‘miles. The population of the British 
Isles before the war was 45;000,000, and 
was, to that period, im¢ereasing at the 
rate of two to three millions per annum. 
Iis population is now, I believe, about 
49,000,000. Our objection to the 
permanent residence in Australia of 
Japanese immigrants is mainly economic 
and industrial. During the last 
twenty-five years we have endeavoured 
successfully to raise the standard of 
comfort and living of the masses. 
We do not hear anything to-day of anti- 
sweating leagues because the work of such 
organizations has been the means of suc- 


-earefully stamping out the employment 
ae, WG 


of children of a tender 
io Me, Higgs. 


Inperel _[REPRESHNTATIVES.] _ Conforenoe_ 


have our Factories Acts limiting 
hours of labour in industries, and W 
Boards, and Arbitration Courts, w 
have been so successful during the pas 
quarter of a century in improving the lo 
of the mass of the people in Australia the 
we have set up a standard of comfoi 
and living which is higher, perhaps, t. 
in any other part of the world. 
The Prime Minister has said tha 
Japan has her ideals, and we have ours; 
and I believe that, as time goes on 
the Japanese ideals will approach  m 
‘own, because it is not so many years since 
the conditions prevailing in Japan as 
gards child labour obtained in the Bi 
‘Tsles.. It is certainly not more than 10 
years ago. va 
Mr. Hucues.—Child labour was 
mon in Great Britain up to the si 
or seventies. Pa a 
Mr. HIGGS.—That is so; and the 
no doubt that, in time to come, 
philanthropists and high-minded people 
of Japan will endeavour to stamp out th > 
evils associated with factory life which 
are reported to obtain in that ec 
Ary. D) trust’ that Japan aie 
be offended with me when J 
‘that we appear to have done mo 
for our working people than they 
done for theirs. Quite recently, I. 
to the Government Statistician 
him to be good enough to supply m 
a brief table in relation. to our ind 


say, Melbourne, as compared with on 
the chief towns in Japan. I received 
following reply: ee 


Fars 
bys. 


wy 


Melbourne, 
Occupation, Victoria 
(per day). 
a a: 8. 
Cabinet maker LOS gee 
Cooper Agt Uta Raga! 
Blacksmith .. aaa. Se: 
Tinplate ware maker.. 12 Otol4 2. 
Flour maker 11 (O0tol4 1 
Dyer he et Ae 
Shoemaker ... FPR. 
Tailor a ihn bois 
Printer }) eb aia ak oe ey 
Brickmaker Hoey Be HN 
Clockmaker ! Ar bc 
Harness maker LQ Aen 
Shipwright .. 17: 0 
Bricklayer EB) 
Carpenter. .. 1 ie LAGS a 
Painter Ae bight MALS yesh 
Paperhanger CANES Dee: SMe cl 
Plasterer .. tk A A NR 
Stonemason.. .. . «.. 13.740 15 11 


vit 


immigrant from Japan. 


but he average 

Ly "he. taken as eight, 

BL believe, in Japan, it would be 
East ten hours per day. When we 
ider the wages we pay to waterside 
kers, coal Tumpers, cloth | workers, and 


panese pas the difference is oreat in- 
The Australian wage-earners 
- the competition of the wage-earning 


i 


rill more clearly: understand the 
Australian point of view, 
what is appearing in the daily 

s. In Australia, they will see that 
‘rades and Labour Council in Syd- 

as arranged for Mr. J. Howie, the 
esident of the Council, and Mr, W. 


of ._ the Amalgamated 


y ob 


slety of Engineers, to proceed to Eng- 
og, to warn British Sa nob to 


is -con- 


ae de Rederstion,. Uhtents 

inst bringing immigrants to Australia, 

vanese will see that not only are 

us alian workmen against Japanese 

ude ie coming to Australia, but they are 

m opposed to their.own ‘relatives com- 

ng from the Old Country. This policy 
an 

is sh jem but. iy exists, and ban 


rime ‘Minister Pentioned the re- 
_ the ae J panGe Ee Bus 


IGGS. ye ina ae Aeeoge 

ustralia and to the United States 

ca. I desire to say that, I be- 

he League of ne ations. . As an 
bo 


: ity” of ae in a “Buropean at- 
mosphere, and, consequently, know little 
of slope; end ‘hatred which prevails’ in 
Europe; ‘oe Ne as a supporter of the. 


The Japanese 


-eonsistent with the letter 


if they fol: 


of Ameriea. | 


is a mere ‘paper aac 


Sir iy OSEPH Coox.—It i is functionin; 
Mr. HIGGS On the 8th J uly, 1 )2: 


‘a declaration was made by Great Brit 


and Japan in these words— 


The Governments of Great Balam . an 
Japan have come to the conclusion that the 


‘Anglo-Japanese agreement, dated 13th Ju 


1911, now existing between the two countries, 
though i in harmony with the spirit of the Cov 
nant “of the League of Nations, is not entire 
of that Covenant, 
which both Governments earnestly desire 40 
respect, They accordingly have the hon 
jointly to inform the League that they ree 
nise the principle that if the said agreemend is 
to continue after July, 1921, it must be i 
form which is not inconsistent with that. ie ee 
nant. 
That doolardeon. was signed at. Spa. on 
8th July, and on being forwarded to the 
British Foreign Office was registered the 
same day. That action on the part of 
Great Britain and Japan is a silver lining 
to the gloomy clouds that have been hover- 
ing over a storm-tossed world. JT cannot 
see that this document or agreement, if it 
is satisfactory to the League of Nati n 
can be unsatisfactory to the United States 
I believe it is impossible 
it shall be otherwise than satisfactor 
Indeed, the present agreement between 
the United States of America and Japan 
has established a position under whi 
it is impossible for Great Britain 
quarrel with the a 
America. 


“ment? Q 


Mr. HIGGS.—In erHels 4 of 


gent agreement between the United . 
dom and Japan, which reads— 


Should either contracting party conclude 
treaty of general arbitration. with a) thi 
Power it is agreed that nothing in this agr 

ment shall entail upon such contracting pa 


‘an obligation to go to war with the Pow r 


with whom such treaty is in force. 


Mr. Consrpinz.—There is no “treat 
of arbitration in force between Gr 
Britain and the United States. of 
America. ‘The proposed treaty was not 
ratified by the Senate. 

Mr. HIGGS.—A treaty of she 
between Great Britain and the U 
aaa of Grrori08, was ee: at, ww 


Taunt 


ph 


was signed. That treaty has a preamble 
which, with the indulgence of the House, 
I shall read, because it states clearly the 
felationship between the people of the 
- United States of America and Great Bri- 


_ hope not to make any such observation. | 


<i 
zy 
sit 


yt 


% 
1% 


tain—_ 
The United States of America and His Ma- 


Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, 
being equally desirous of perpetuating . the 
- peace, which has happily existed between the 


two nations, as established in 1814— 


: Over one hundred and six years ago— 


by the Treaty of Ghent, and has, never since 
been interrupted by an appeal to arms, and 
' which has been confirmed and strengthened in 
recent years by a number of Treaties whereby 

pending controversies have been adjusted by 


‘agreement or settled by arbitration or other- 


wise provided for; so that now, for the first 
time, there are no important questions of dif- 
_ ference outstanding between them, and being 
resolved that no future differences shall be a 
cause of hostilities between them or interrupt 
their good relations and friendship. 
‘Fhe High Contracting Parties have therefore 


a determined, in furtherance of these ends, to 


eonelude a Treaty extending the scope and ob- 
digations of the policy of arbitration adopted 
_in their present arbitration treaty of the 4th 
_ April, 1908, so as to exclude certain excep- 
tions contained in that Treaty, and to provide 
' means for the peaceful solution of all questions 
of difference which it shall be found impos- 


sible in future to settle by diplomacy. . . . 


The treaty signed on 4th April, 1908, made 


_ eertain exceptions, which were outside 
the treaty of arbitration; but this arbi- 
tration treaty of 1911 included all ques- 


he 


jfipns in dispute between the United 


“States of America and Great Britain 
“which could not be settled by diplomacy. 
I, therefore, cannot believe it possible 
that the United States of America and 
Great Britain will ever again fight each 


other. 


I was pained to read the cabled re- 
Ports of the speech made to Congress a 
few days ago by President Harding. I 
want to reiterate the statement that I 
would deplore any utterance calculated 


to hurt the feelings of that eminent man 


or, indeed, any American, and I 


But I think that there must have been 
some misunderstanding on the part of the 


¥esponsible authorities in the United 
States of America who -rejected ‘the 
League of Nations Covenant, or failing © 


that, that there must be objections which 
ib ought to be possible to remove, since 


Lee hs Blggs,. ei alt 


a oe 
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 jesty the King of the United. Kingdom of 


Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Commission, and the contracting par 


, President Harding went on to. 


military and naval votes are, 


the United States of America has been formation thus obtainede will 


peace. On 1fth December, 1914, 
six States agreed with the Unite 
of America— HO 
That all questions of whatever. chai 
and nature in dispute between them § 
when diplomatic efforts fail, be submitted 
investigation and report to an Internat 


not to declare war or begin hostéhities (am 
such investigation is made and rep 
mitted. oe 
Nearly all the States which are n 
of the League of Nations sign 
agreement. Ree 
President Harding, according 
cable message published in th 
said that the United States of 
would / take no part in the 
League of Nations, but would h 
join any association to, promote — 
What is the League of Nations but 
association to promote peace? The Cc 
nant begins— a 
The High Contracting Parties, in on 
promote international co-operation an 
achieve international peace and security b 
acceptance of obligations not to resort 
by the preseription of open, just, and bh 
able relations between nations, by th 
establishment of the understandings o 
national law ag the actual rule of ¢o1 
among Governments, and by the mainte 
of justice and a scrupulous respect fox 
Treaty obligations in the dealings of or 
peoples with one another, agree to this 
nant of the League of Nations. i 


Then follow the articles of the Cove 


America was ready to co-opera 
other nations to approach the sub 
disarmament, but prudence forbad 
disarming alone. There is notl 
the Covenant "to tHe League of N: 
calling upon the United § 
America or any other country 
disarm. Article VIIF. of the Ge 
reads—_ - pe 
The members of the League recognis 
the maintenance of peace requires the 
tion of national armaments to the lowest 
consistent with national safety and tk 
forcement by common action of inter 
obligations... 1 . een 
There is nothing in that’ article 
upon any country alone to disarm 
League of Nations at the present ti 
sending out what is known as a 
tionaire—a book of questions—to 
State in the League, asking’ Ww! 


Rin. we remember ss insiends of rail 
ions of pounds which were spent before 
ning their armies and navies in times 
of peace—when we think of the thous- 
ands of millions of pounds spent during 
he great war and the millions of lives 
hat were sacrificed—surely we should 
be aaa to consider some method of 


ei cee a a noit aay sricvous Bitten 
f war expenditure which a will have 


O bear for eed Feat: 


Bhat is part a the Signe oe ile 
Yonference. 
ughes) did not say a word about the 
"7 Satine of disarmament, 


war by the principal nations in main- 


‘The Prime Minister (Mr. 


‘League shall take any action that 


a he ee we agen ib be ye er : 


get some help from the forty-three j 
which comprise the ee a . 


Vand bigs include all icngit 


on see its way’ fleas to join thd Ten 


President Harding has said that 
willing to enter into an associati 
nations fot the purpose of promot 


peace, but in my opinion he wou 


wisely guided if he initiated a, movemel 
to induce the, present members of 
League to Gate America’ 3 obj cts 


to the Covenant. 


Article 11 reads— 7 


Any war or threat of war, Henney: i 
diately affecting — any of the members _ ‘of he 


League or not, is hereby declared a ‘ma 
ot concern. to the whole League, ere th 


Aeeed wise or efanbual to safeguar 


peace of nations, 


ihead ie Peay cabs a 
ete many subjects discussed at 


onference, that of the League of 


does. nob find a place. T believe 
: there willbe at that’ Conference 
: i s of the League, who will discuss 
; of the hella to Ni eau it: is 


, ad ised into he Guest: Bei 
md the other parties to the Covenant. 
There are several articles i 

which are very attractive to the 
: iticals student. Take, for example, 
h 4, statement i in Article VIII. that—_ 


‘members ‘of the League agree that the ~ 


cture ‘by private enterprise of  muni- 
ind. han of war is. oy to grave 


: ih 


"we are Seiad that ai same 
» shareholders held shares.in muni- 


works in different countries, and 1b: 


a their pecuniary interest to see the 
atic fighting. Article 10 of the Cove- 
: nant of the ‘League of Nations is of great 

rtance to those dane plore fear 


be tee at ond Revising 
WAVE A he 


mbers o the ‘4 


‘quarrel 


there ‘should 


likely to lead to a rupture they will su 
in the Cove- 


-by the Council, and they agree in 


the League. of Nations. 
lieve that the aims of the covenan 
League of Nations have not as 
‘Harding’ Ss sanction. | 

‘They may 


Tke discussion which has been weber a) 
between Japan and America: durino thi 


of 
past five months regarding the Mand 


over Yap, in the Caroline Islands, relates 
to a matter which might, well be s 
mitted to the: Council of the L 
Nations for the purpose of avoiding 

between these two countries. 
Here is another article of the Cove 
ant which must commend itself to ; 
who wish to avoid war : | 


The members of the ee agree t 
arise between them any dispute 
the matter either to arbitration or to ingui 
no ca 
resort to war until three months afte 


award by the Arbitrators or the id dap by ? 


‘Council. 


a Ga Monee ae - Mok the Cot 
cil of the League which issued the 
date over Yap to J apan ? Pa 


Mr. 


nae 


HIGGS.—T do nob 


Nations were represented at the ne 


tions. There is a difference inion, 
I understand, and I regret that I am t 


able to give the honorable membet 


information upon the point. 1b. ma; 
that a full report of Pr esident Hard 
speech will modify the construction 
can be placed upon the cabled report, 
the United States will give no sane 

I refuse to 


Be | 


“Baa 


dred sten of armaments; (2) a HS 
guarantee of territorial independence ; 
(8) an admission that any circumstance 
which threatens international ariel is 
of international importance; (4) © 
agreement not to go to war till a ci 
ful settlement of any dispute has been 
tried ; (5) the non- recognition of secret 
Treaties, | 
The Covenant ue the League of 
Nations, I repeat, has been signed by 
forty-three States. I have here a state- 
ment which was made by Mr. Lloyd 
George in the House of Commons on the 
8th November last. It sets “out the 
names of the States which constitute the 
League, and I have inserted in round 
numbers the respective populations, the 
figures having been obtained from the 


Commonwealth Year Book, No. 13. It 
is as follows :— 
~ Name of State. Bonen : 
Argentine Republic 8,000,000 ° 
Belgium A 7,500,000 
Bolivia (South Raa 2,800,000 
PBrazal o.°. .. 27,000,000 
British Empire (United Kingdom) 42,000,000 
Canada ‘ 8,500,000 
Australia 5,000,000 
South Africa , 
New Zealand .~. 1,200,000 
‘India (British) 244,000,000 
Chile ‘ 3,800,000 
Colombia ala oa 5,000,000 
Czeche-Slovakia oe ik 
Denmark ; A 3,000,000 
‘France 39,700,000 
‘Greece 4,800,000 
- Guatemala ; Ke .. 2,000,000 
Bball vs .. 36,700,000 
Japan (not including Korea) ‘. 52,000,000 
Japan (including Korea) .. 77,000,000 
Liberia wy. ole -. 1,800,000 
Netherlands a pi! .. 6,700,000 
Norway oy se ss 2,600,000 
Panama ie vy a 400,000 
Paraguay “ ay .. 1,000,000 
Persia wk tis 2. 9,500,000 
doe DE PS yy Lea ain eee A) A OOOO OU 
‘Poland. ie ve 
Portugal Ae By .. 5,900,000 
-Roumania ws me Me 1, 500,000 
Salvador Os 1,200, 000 
 Serb-Croat- Slovene State aie 3 
BiB las oe ne .. 8,000,000 
PRM «4 Da it eed .. 20,000,000 
MBO CR es +e nS Gk oui Oy 8002000 
. Switzerland ay 5 .. 8,900,000 
. Uruguay i .. 1,400,000 
Venezuela me CR auea eer enaiinay = 1030 6) 


In the course of this statement to the 
House of Commons on 22nd December 
last the Right Honorable A. J. Balfour : 


y Te ae the snes which ak ae Ca 


efi ee 


_[REPRESENTATIVES. 1 


been admitted to the eee 


ne that reece was not re —— ed 
the shaesibag of the League, te 


ake. 


Name of State. 


Austria 

Bulgaria 

Costa Rica i, aa 
Finland rps iors 

Albania AE EE Wg 
Luxemburg a e 


iMable ti say _ whetlns she is in “the! 
ae China, I understand, was elected 


tions, although she is nue tate ix 
list which was read by Mr. Lloyd Ge 
to the House of Commons + on a 8t : 


tae to ne unequal to the i " 
the League has set out to do, will, iz 
course of time, take a higher 
history than Magna. Charta, whi 
obtained from King John by the 
of England so many years ago. 
ite Matoney.—Magna Chart. ( 
intended to benefit only one class, wh 
the League of Nations Covenant 
benefit all classes. - . 


Mr. HIGGS. — The Cove nt © 
the League states that each nation ¥ 
endeavour to improve the conditio 
of the working classes, and to brin x the 
wages to something more nearly approac 
ing an equal level. In the opinion 
the author of the book which I hold 
my hand, the Covenant is of special int 
est to Australia. Sir Geoffrey 
pera ien Ree: 


of Article 1 in As Paris Senet It 
able’ that it is its most significant single x 
sure. By it the British Dominions have #) 
independent nationhood established. . 
The Dominions will always look to the 
of Nations Siatasenty alike as their decla 


I ask leave ti continue my re 
upon a future occasion, §, 
_ Leave ce, 


| Thursday wy a1 Apr il, 1921. 


ta) fi 
m val i 


; Mii Pree ‘ens the Hon. T. 
: Givens) took the aye at 3 p.m., 
read. (eas a 


and 


‘PAPERS. 


he following Papers were aa — 
Defence Act. —Regulations amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1921, Nos. 69, 70, 73, 74, —%, 
POCO iOL) «.' ; 
“Acquisition Act. ia one at 


arlington, Western - Australia, for Postal 


_ purposes. 
vy Losses Ee ieeiira showing losses of Shive 

and Auxiliary Ships of Royal Navy for 
eriod 4th August, 1914, to llth Novem- 

» 1918. (Paper presented to British 

ypua—Annual Report for the year “1919- 20. 
blic Service Act— 

Appointments. = Department of ‘Trade and 
Customs—R. Bo Atlen,| Ry Grant, 35M. 
Davidson, | H. O’Boyle, J. J. Bourke, R. 

Dowling, Ba,  Colline Ro si: Hey- 
wood, H. W. Bennetts, W. H. B. Finney, 
C. McNicol, C. WwW. Nye, a 3, Fomilin, 

Promotion | a J. R. Halligan, Home and 

Territories Department. 
ing Casualties—Merchant Shipping, Ist 
July, 1914, to 3lst December, 1918—Return 
€ Shipping Casualties and Loss of Life 
for period ended 31st December, 1918. 

(Paper presented to British Parliament.) 
eaty of Peace (Germany) Act.—Regula- 

tions amended—Statutory Rules 1921, No. 


Oe. .. 


Tar Sarviods ices Act.—Land acquired in — 


New South Wales at Campbelltown, 
Double Bay, Goulburn, Kozarah, Waratah 
t 0 Boer). 


yi fORTHERN TERRITORY. 


st or (Crmamne AERIAL Lanpina 
-Grounps. 


lator FAIRBAIRN. 7 a ihe NEL 
f rr Defence whether ib is a fact, as 


o i of the tandinie of aero- 
ie N orthern ae 


to, £205. 


about we 


ing: sia in the N otter Ter 


one at Fanny Bay, and the 0 
Katherine. 

tracts from he file dealing with. th 
ticular matter to which the honors 
senator has referrred. The first is 
gram dated 21st October, 1919 
Lieutenant Fysh, at Port Darwin, stat 
that the Fanny Bay site was the only 
able emergency site. Then, on the 2 
October, a letter was sent to the Home an 


0 


Territories Department asking f 


mission to use the Fanny Bay. site, ‘ 


stating the probable cost at about £100. 
wih ore: was then a wire from Lieuten 


Fysh, stating that labour was costing 
per hour, and owing. to the high 
Che cutinaatea be cost pela be increasec 
On the 30th October the fo 
lowing report was received from Lieuter 


ant Eysh on the Fanny Bay Jand 


ground. 


The landing place is situated at Fanny Be 
and 2 miles” out. of Darwin in a north 
direction. at The present obstruct 
which are being cleared are 700 yards. 
fencing, two banyan trees, two, large e 
mounds, and several small trees. (on the e 


of the Bite. 


The work, which is ane oinried ou Db 


Public Works Department, was begun a “mi 


day on the 27th October. A gang of twelv 
men are employed on the work, “which is being 
pushed on as speedily as possible. The. nate 
of pay is 4s, per hour, and a conv ayes : 
and from the ground is supplied. s 


Senator pe Larem.—Motor ek 
Senator PEARCE.—Yes, motor ca 
He then stated— 


The high rates make the work ou 
but they are unavoidable. Mr. Kel aw: 
Superintendent of Public Works, estima af 


7th N ovember. 


“ment to make arrangements Lo ue 
rival of Sir Ross and Sir Reith Smi 


He then stated :— 
Work was started on the re Bay Tan 


« 


up to the 8th November, when Gis ma or 


were knocked off, and | four men. lef 


complete a few odd jobs. a ae 
The. La ahstgiat work: done was the ea ring 
si large . 


cousS inneea: not being solid, and nee a 


tafi2led mass of roots explosives had little 
“effect. ‘However, they were finally removed, as_ 
Seven hundred yards 


were the earth mounds, 
ee fencing were also removed and stacked, post 
‘holes were filled up and the gravel from the 
mounds spread in a slight depression of the 
| one 


' On the 15th November a father re- 
port was received on the cost of the 
Fanny Bay landing ground, showing that 
the estimate of £905 had’ been « exceeded, 


the cost being £390. The report reads:—_ 


‘The original estimate of the cost of prepar- 
Jing the Fanny Bay, landing place: was £205. 
“This estimate was submitted to me by Mr. 
Kellaway, Superintendent of Public Works. 
Since this estimate was made, several unfore- 
“seen jobs have been carried out, such as the 
Ponven of two large earth mounds, instead of 
one, marking cirele and telephone lines, &e. 

On the first) day the men went on at £1 per 
‘day, but casual rates were demanded by the 
Union, which are 4s. per hour. A conveyance 
to and from the landing place had also to be 
provided. 

The above mentioned rates are out of all 


“reason, but they had to be paid if the work » 
“was to be done without a strike, and as the 


work was required immediately their demands 
“had to be granted. The casual rate of 4s. per 
- hour has been in foree, I believe, for some 
months here. 
Owing to the high wages (32s. per day) the 
total cost of clearing and finally fixing up has 
Sreached £390. ) 


_ On the 4th December a telegram. was 
seit from the Defence Department to 
- Lieutenant Fysh asking for a statement 
_of expenditure, and on the 5th of Decem- 
Cher a a reply was received from Lieutenant 
” Fysh that the total expenditure at Fanny 
Bay and-Katherine reached £850. On 
the 6th December a further report from 
Lieutenant Fysh, intimating that the final 
ost of Fanny Bay was £449 Qs, eae reads 
as. follows :-— 


‘The figures £390 were given tb me iy Mr. 
“Kealawee as the final cost of the Fanny Bay 
- ground, but evidently one or two small accounts 
were overlooked, and a part of his salary 
which should have gone on was also omitted. 

A detailed account of the expenditure will 
be prepared and forwarded on to you. 

‘The total under the heading of Fanny Bay 
comes to £449 2s, 5d., as notified by the Sub- 
- Treasury Account. Some of the accounts have 
ee just come to hand. 


it will be seen that the press ; report 
es this matter is inaccurate as to the cost, 
which is stated at £650, and also hncass 


_ the work included he removal of two. 
large mounds and the erection of a tele- 


Senator Pearce, Dy Bel ATA 


“was undertaken Sir ae and * Kei 


or in that vicinity, also for | 
Eclipse Island. 


Gulf next arcane plied ; 


ead treed: 8 oe ‘ 
Senator Wrson. seit the “pape 
present a_ great reflection’ upo: 
capacity of the officers concerned te 
mate the cost of the work. 
Senator PEHEARCH—L quite 
with the honorable senator. It h 
borne in mind that at the time t 


the “hold up” and give what 
asked. 


anseage 


1 
i 


LIGHTHOUSES. - 
West Australian Coast. 


Senator HENDERSON ‘(for - 
Lynwox) asked the» Minister repre 
the Minister for Trade andy Ey 
upon notice— 

Whether, in view of the foot tha 
vernment expert, Captain Brewis, in his 
on lighthouse improvement in the © 
wealth, eight years ago, recomme 
twelve new lights be erected on 
Australian coast, and that nothige 
‘done since in the matter, while a numk 
houses have been erected elsewhere, the 
ter will explain why no action has bee 
during the interval? 


lowed is to a lights ony 
routes most used. Comparatively 


north-west coast of Australia ‘- 
mantle northwards, although 
from Fremantle to the south is freq 
used, that being the shipping trad! 
overseas to other States. onside 
is being given +0 the establishn 
high-powered light at D’Entre 


Pec addition 
buoy will be ‘established in 


i the it me and nde wate - of thos 


i : Me ba : ylunteered, but were not accept: 
Baie ‘BAKHAP (for eats: fee ee by | » 
) asked the Minister representing the sata fe to. serve outside. Austr ha. 

‘ostmaster-Genéral, upon notice— is Pee embraced ee 


’What is ‘the number of radio stations in 
e Commonwealth controlled: and operated in States, and was estimated to cost n 
e Commonwealth? than £95 000; and, after due cons: 


2. Which of such atidua ce tie most power- ‘tion, the “Cabinet decided not to 
1 aa: ‘with it. Even if the compilation 0 
What is its radius. of action? ©. a list were approved, it would have 
Me What is _the radius of action of the Port printed to be of any use for public 
tiny, and it is calculated that, pr 
for only eae pee to meet s 


ore ‘Australia, foe with what radius 
—aetion? | 


Senator RUSSELL. — The: answers 5 798. pHing. 1,000 copies” en 


, Cg a | a oan as 100), £4, 500; total, £10,292 
1. (a) Twenty, exclusive of Naval Stations not loss than £10,000. It would take 


Garden Island, Williamstown, and Jervis 
er under i jurisdiction of one eighteen months to two years 10 us 


ewing to new  apewales in he count 


3 . would es ely their particulars - in 
i Ror iteatl ide etal although 
J garp to 3 miles radius has been reached. 
fs 4, Six hundred miles during daylight. Dis- sent at the time of compilation. 
‘tances 7 to 2,000 miles Hawes been reached full consideration, it is not thought. ade 
visable to take action in the direc 
! Sueeeiet sn the honorable ae 
“Island, OC Onoktows, 600 miles. aGhke day- . by) 
ight, and up to 2,000 miles during the hours. 
darkness; Misima, 300 miles; Samaai, 400 - - COMMONWE ALTH LO AN : 
e835 Townsville, 1,500 miles during daylight. 
q eee ert i are over sea.) | _ FLOTATION AND TurMs. | a 


Senator PRATTEN asked the M Lis- 
ter representing the Treasurer, Yu 
notice— \ fi 


We : 1, What. ae have heed floated: in L 
- HENDERSON” (for Senator by the Commonwealth Government st ince. s 


Tene) “sked the Minister for Tees * October, 19207 


= 


2. Upon what terms, and how were su 
issued and subscribed? i 
cation of a list giving the names of. all 
sons who enliste& in each State in the Aus- Senator Ri DP: MILLEN. —The an: 
ia Ithperial Force, and the names of such are -— 
ons who have been killed, wounded, or miss- | 
1. A loan of £5, 000, 000 was floated. n 


also the names of all persons ‘who have went 
for eae in the Australian Imperial February, 1921, for ‘Repatriation and othe 


FE ce and ‘been rejected. ‘The lists to be kept. expenditure arising out of the war. 
. custody in each State capital 2. The loan, which bears interest at. th T 
, and open for public inspection on the pay- of 6 per cent. per annum, was issued at a : 
t. of a small fee? — - count of £5 per cent. The, ene oO. : 


: made payable as follows:— 
enator PEARCE, —Without knowing he 
£5 per cent. on application. 


| tly wh t _ £30 per cent on 16th February, 1921 
£30 per cent. on 10th March, 1921. 


urate Galante of cost. oe £30 per cent. on Ist April, 1921, 


ilar proposal was put for- 


‘evious Occasion’ to. compile ieheuary, fof any eat eanet ee u aa 
| _ count a e rate o per cent. per anm 
hy list. to show the war s sf The loan is. redeemable on lst Mar 
at the option of ane Cuber sie: on 0 
haters Oey . ne 


7552 Defence | 


DEFENCE BILL, 


Smconp READING. 


Debate resumed from 13th April (vide 
page 7372), on motion by Senator 
PrARCE— 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [8.18].— 
T had hoped to have a little further oppor- 
tunity of going into this measure before 
the debate was resumed. ‘There are, to 
nly mind, very grave and serious objec- 
tions to the measure now submitted to us. 
One of the greatest objections is the at- 
tempt to import into our Defence legis- 


lation the whole of the Army Act which 
relates to the British Standing Army, 


it. applicable, without 
the Senate or Parliament having a 
chance to discuss it, to our Oiti- 
zen Force, a Force which absolutely 
differs from the regular British Army. 
The British Army is recruited from men 
who volunteer, who are presumed to know 
what are the conditions of the Service 
they enter, and who accept with their eyes 
open the voke of militarism; but:in Aus- 
tralia, on the other hand, every man irre- 
spective of his position or class, is com- 
pelled to submit to military discipline for 
a certain period. It is essential, 
therefore, that before imposing this 
yoke on our young manhood Parliament 
should examine every separate detail of 
legislation dealing with this particular 
matter. The Bill goes even. further 
than the existing ” Army Neton At 
would be bad to import the British 
Act at one stroke, but if some notice had 
been given us, we might have deemed it 
our duty, as members of this Senate, to 
scrutinize the amending provisions more 
carefully. The Bill provides that not only 
shall the existing legislation of the British 
Parliament on the subject be adopted, 
but, as I have said, it goes further by 
insuring that every future amendment 
and regulation made under that Act shall 
be adopted by the Commonwealth. It is 
quite true that these regulations are to 
be subject to review, but “who is going to 
keep watch? What will happen here is 
that any regulation which does not suit 
Head-quarters will be brought under the 
notice of Ministers, and steps taken to dis- 
allow it; while, on the other hand, if 
new regulations authorized by the Brni- 
tish Parliament increase the power, al- 
ready too great, which administrative 


and to make 


[SENATE] _ 


Head-quarter’s ealdg in ther ‘Conmmine 


‘landed in a difficulty. 


wealth, we shall hear nothing about t. 
matter until, perhaps, some _ scanda. 
causes us to realize that we have cee 


Senator DuNcaAN. 
tions be operative if they are ee indorsed 
by this Parliament ? 

Senator ELLIOTT.—Apparently — they. 
will. As soon as a regulation is pas 
by the British Parliament. it will. ipso 
fucto, become operative’ under tine Bill 
unless some steps are taken to disallow it. 

Senator Pratren.—Do you not think 
that honorable senators ought to be sup- 
pled with copies of the British Army 
Act? 

Senator ELLIOTT.—I think we should 
If we had copies of the Act referred to, 
we should be able better to see what this 
Bill means. But quite apart from that, 
it is wrong in principle to introduce into 
this Parliament, which has the widest of 
self- aati powers, pasa, toi allow 


us in matters of this and! Thats Y 
doubtedly, is what the people who are re-. 
sponsible for this measure are aiming at 
Apparently they do not want too critica 
an examination of provisions which ther 
desire, rightly or otherwise, to intro- 
duce for the more. effective discipline 
of our young manhood in military affairs 
No doubt it would suit them much better 
if they could insure that legislation passec 
by the British Parliament should auto 
matically become operative in the Com: 
wealth, although, as I have pointed oi 
the British legislation applies to Forces: 
entirely different in character from thos 
of the Commonwealth. 
Senator Wutson.—Do your rene 
apply to any particular clause of ihe F 
or the Bill as a whole? Cae 
Senator Prarce.—The honorable sena 
tor is referring to clause 18. 


Senator ELLIOTT.—That is so. 


Clause 18 makes certain amendments 
to section 55 of the principal Act. 
Section 55 provides, ipa certain 
servations, that the 
shall at all times, 
vice, be pee 7 


ei mean a very Cant seat for ‘th 
effect_is to bring the Milita Forces, 


hic 


“There | ig” Peete very A i jeckignable 


Fars of the Bill, namely, the introduc- © 


- tion of a “proposed _ new section 21an, 
hich provides— | | 
- Notwithstanding anytian: ahateied in this 
"Act, persons who have been engaged on active 
service abroad may be—_ Paty 
a he) appointed or promoted to” be officers 


in the Citizen Military Forces, and 
may be granted such commissioned | 


~ rank and. allotted such seniority as 


are- from time to time approved by | 
__ the Governor-General on the recom- 
- mendation of the Military Board; or 


( b) appointed | or promoted, as prescribed, 
to be warrant officers or non-com- 
~ missioned officers in the Citizen 
ie Hon ces, és 


£, 


such. pupae rests and promotions to be , 


in the order i in. which candidates is the 


all that away, aad in en, provides for: 


the. ea clea or ee of men 


I ae oreo! ae 
: Sa ELLIOTT The danse does 


Senator ELLIOTT. —It may ae to 
the Australian | or the meat Gea Horces ; 


tell honbrEble senators, i think this is a 


matter which ¥ we should regard with very 
We could provide that 


great suspicion. 
ae in ‘the otha of Lies a 


‘words: “ 


admirable 


7 ar, Sod whe tad 8 
with the Australian Tmperial ee, z 


provided ie quite easily, and at the 
time provision made to iaehgis all 
bility of abuse. 


sion in clause 10. of an “Bil, : Sas 


ee 


ig make it eae 


“Notwithstanding anything contained: ' 
Act, an officer who is eligible for promo 
to a higher rank, and who. has se ; 
prescribed, on active service, 
things being equal, be granted preference 
promotion to an officer of the same rank whi 


is eligible for: “promotion: to that higher 
and who has not so served on active ser 


IT .cannot understand the meaning o 
as. prescribed,” as thes 
as it now stands seems perfectly 


Power is being taken to make ts 


tO suit particular officers to whom 


proposed to give preference. I cannot ae 


the necessity for inserting the words 


prescribed.’’? Similarly, TL find that 0 


the principal Act there is nothing to 


vent the supersession of officers at th 
sweet will of the higher authoritie 

my speech on the second reading | 0 
‘Air Defence Bill [ pointed out that it: 

to provide that no ofiice 
should be dismissed without just cause 
but so is it absolutely aoe tha 
officer should be superseded in the mat 
of promotion unless he was distinctly i: 
formed and given an opportunity 0: 
showing cause why he or not 
treated. | oe 


comniad? 
» Senator ELLIOTT. Not unde 


origi nal a 


ie 


_ Senator ELLIOTT. —It is” pres 


mperial ee naming then 4 


uch. ne he going to i wee 


qt AS? 


JSoniiok EELIOTE Na) Beas ne 


made in ee regulations to times . 


Hee 


cs pee u 


oe 
embodied in the Act, in which case any 
disregard was not illezal. The regula- 
tions are deliberately and contemptuously 


disregarded by those in authority. — 


* Senator Purarcze.—Can the honorable 
senator mention a case where the regula- 
tions have been disregraded in times of 
‘peace? 

Senator ELLIOTT.—-I do not say 
they are disregarded in peace time, but 
the regulations should be equally applic- 
_ able in war time, and should be embodied 
in the Act. 
provisions under which an officer who 
is injured or suffers any wrong asa re- 
sult of the actions’ of his superior officers 
,@an appeal, and such appeal can ulti- 
mately reach the King, who has the final 
word in the redress of grievances. In 
our Act there is absolutely no such pro- 
ision. It is true that there is a regula- 
~ tion which can be, and is, disregarded by 
those who have sufficient power. If it is 
necessary in the case of the British Army, 
where volunteers subject themselves to 
the harshest of. discipline, how much 
greater is the obligation on ug to insure 
the insertion of such a provision in our 
Act as will not be disregarded in times 
of peace or war. 


At present the reculations provide that 
the ultimate Court of Appeal hall 
be the Military Board, which was 
constituted some time ago to take 
the place of the Commander-in-Chief. 
Our Military Board is similar to 
‘the British War Council, but the Army 
- Act was not modified to dispense with an 
officer’s right of appeal. An officer still 
has the right of appeal, notwithstanding 
that there is a War Council in Great 
Britain. , 
_ Senator Rzrp.—What is the difference 
in the powers of the Board and the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in the matter. of 
appeals ? | 
__ Senator ELLIOTT.—A Commander-in- 
Chief never considered that he was the 
ultimate Court of Appeal, but admitted 
that he was undér the control of Cabinet. 
When the Commander-in-Chief was dis- 
pensed with the Military Board was made 
the ultimate Court of Appeal. 
Senator Prarce.—So is the Army 
Council in Great Britain. aap 
! Us spout ELLIOTT.—The provision in 


9 eeag 


(SRN ADE CE 


covered in reculations instead of being- 


~ His Majesty acts on the advice | 


In the Army Act there are 


Army Act which gives an officer the 


right of appeal to the King has not 
ispensed with. ue a 
Senator Pzarce.—Neither has the : 
to appeal from the Board to the Minister 


Lat: 


Ministers, and in Australia there is t 
right to appeal from the Board to ft 
Minister. 7 Fae 
Senator ELLIOTT.—Here an 
cannot appeal to the Minister. 3 
Senator Prearcn.—There is that right, 
and I shall show the honorable senator 
that it is so. bi 
Senator ELLIOTT.—There are 
able provisions in the Army Act 
we are incorporating in our Defence 
but there are others which should not 
included. en say ! 
Senator RowrLu.—There is no dange 
Senator ELLIOTT.—Not in soi 
directions. Portions of the Army _ 
are included in this measure, and will be 
in force if they do not conflict with ou 
own Act and regulations. We have 
Military Board, and it would seem 
by having such a Board, instead 
single man, such as Commander-in-Chief 
there would be more likelihood | 
justice being done. But when we « 
to examine the personnel of the 
tary Board, what do we find? ~ 
the exception of those honorable senai 
who served in the Australian Impe 
Force, I suppose that honorable se 
are absolutely ignorant of the con 
tion of the Military Board in Austt 
If my memory serves me accuratel 
consists of the following member 
General Sir C. B. White, who ad 
General Birdwood’s term of comm: 
the Australian Forces in France, act 
his Chief of Staff. When General ! 
wood left us, and General Mo 
assumed command, General White wash 
his hands of the Australian Forces 
went off to become Chief of Staff of 
5th British Army. General Monash 
thus left to improvise a Chief of Staff 
himself, and to carry on the war as 
he could. La 
Senator RoweLtt.—General White cot 
not have acted in that way “ off his o 
pat,” ae 
Senator ELLIOTT.—I am 
Senate the facts, | Bes 
Senator Pratren.—Did General W. 
get the ‘“‘ huff’? We can -us 
language here. Se ae 
Senator ELLIOTT.—I am n 
say what happened. 


if 
el 
a 


tell ua 
rn) 


Ha Ra Mean 


7 Beerntor Pare Phe honorable sena- 
i tor should tell us the whole of the facts. 

iiiie statement is a travesty of them. 
aif 7 ‘Senator ELLIOTT.—The head of ay 
_ Miltary Board here is General Sir C. 
_ White. 
Senator Rowzit.—No. 
i. ister. 
' Senator ELLIOTT.—<Associated with 
/ General White is Major-General Sellheim. 
' He went to the war 
_ Senator Foster.—Not really. 
_. Senator ELLIOTT.—He has ane 
- no knowledge,of the capabilities of any 
- officer, but by the mere fact that he wears 
"the returned soldier’s medal he impresses 
- people in the streets with the idea that 
‘he is 2 man who knows his job from 
beginning to end. 
Senator Prarren.—Did he 
farther than London ! 
- Senator ELLIOTT.—He got to Galli- 
_ poli for a couple of days. The honorable 
' senator may accept that statement as an 
accurate one. Associated with him is 
_ Brigadier-General Forsyth: 1 would be 
the last to say a word against him, but 
_ he broke down badly in health at the first 
battle in which we were engaged in 
_ France. Consequently he has no know- 
- ledge of the later developments of the 
wax, nor of the qualities exhibited by the 
Australian leaders, particularly during 
the last phases of the war. The other 
~ member of the Military Board is Colonel 
Thomas. As far as I know, he has abso- 
lutely no title to the rank which he 
“holds, his service having been confined to 
the Pay Corps, in which he graduated 
d, through the various grades. 

Senator Prarren.—What the honor- 
able senator is sayine is that there is not 
"a man at the head of the Defence Depart- 
ment who has seen active service. 
Senator Prarcr.—Senator Elliott knows 
‘y well that General Forsyth served 
‘ht through the Gallipoti campaign. 
Senator ELLIOTT.—I say that he 
down badly in health at our first 
btfe in France. 

mnator Prarce.—In what year? ~ 
» Senator ELLIOTT.—In 1916. # 
P Senator Prarce.—He had served all 
| through the Gallipoli campaign. Why 
/ does or the honorable senator admit 
hat ! 
Senator ELLIOTT. —I have said that 
he knows nothing of the later develop- 
: ‘we of the war in Ue i Sasa 


not get 


| ae Ant, 1991] 


iti the hh 


ys i : 


superseded me in command there, if the ? 
Minister’ wishes to know that. i 
General Forsyth I have the greatest ad-— 

miration, but I submit that it is idle to 
nominally substitute a Board for a 

Commander-in-Chief, whilst actually con-  — 
tinuing the old ‘system. The only . 
man on. the Board who is. 


ceived in France is General Sir C. Be 
White. ae 
Senator Prarce.—He is the officer whe é 
is charged with the training of our Forces 
here. ae 
the honorable senator have nothing what- 


vever to do with that training. 
Senator ELLIOTT.—But this Board is : 


the final Court of Appeal—the tribunal ~ 
which has been substituted for the appeal — 
to the King under the British Army Act. — 

Senator Prarren. — The. honorable © 


senator is now referring to Major-General 


Selheim, Colonel Thomas, and Brigadier- 
General Forsyth? ee 
Senator ELLIOTT.—If General White | 
stood alone as commander of our Austra- — 
lian Forces, we should know who to 


blame when anything went wrong, and to: _ 
‘whom credit was due when any thing went 


right. But the existing state of affairs is 
a trayesty of what it should be. More- - 
over, there is no need for it. We have 
here General Monash, who commanded _ 
the Australian Forces in France with ther — 
utmost success, and who excited the ad- 
miration of the whole world. He has not 
been admitted to the Board 

Senator Prarce.—But he was consulted 
about the divisional appointments. | 

Senator HLLIOT.—Since. the Minister | 
has raised that question, I have the best. 
authority for saying. that, although 
General Monash has been consulted upon 
numerous occasions, upon no occasion has ~ 
his recommendation been followed. a 

Senator Prarce.—The honorable sena-~ 
tor is wrong there. I have the signature 
of General Monash to his recommenda- ae 
tions, and I can produce it. be; 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


T. Givens).—The honorable senator ap- 


pears to be indulging in a criticism of the- at 


administration of the Defence Depart- 
ment, rather than in a discussion of, the ck 


main principles of the Bull. rene 
Senator ELLIOTT.—We are now con- — 


sidering certain amendments of our De- 


fence Act, and if that measure requires 


to be amended, in directions other than 


~ 


ts 
UES Rae HOiAT i & Rin: i ct) 
ay F Tans 4 ‘ 
4 


For . 


in Bie 
position to speak authoritatively on the 
training which the Austrahan Forces re- 


The other officers mentioned by 


Eph. 
| Senator Garpiner.—But the President 
SK ale ib is quite wrong. 


say that the Military 


BT to 
: Board, there walt be no appeal ? 


“read this Bill. 


. which is of 
As contained in clause 19, and reads— 


_Defene : 


ie those ae out in the Bill, burely in am in- 
order in calling attention to the fact. 


‘SrveraAn HonoraBie SEnatTors.—Quite | 


The PRESIDENT.-—The 


‘Senator Pratren.—Does Senator Elliott 
Board will ad- 
minister the British Army Act as applied 
our Forces, and that, beyond the 


Senator ELLIOTT.—That is 


There is one provision in the Bill 
an admirable character. It 


After section fifty-five of the dinacary Aet 
the following section is inserted :— 

"56. The application of this Act ‘shall - ex- 
tend to members of the Military Forces 
who are serving outside the limits of 
the Commonwealth.” 

iam not quite sure that such a provision 

is constitutional. I am not certain that 


we have power to extend our Defence Act 


‘to wherever our Forces may be serving, 


Senator Prarce.—Upon a transport. 


for example? 


wish 
_ proposed new section embodied in clause 
29 of the measure which provides that 


os 


- new section makes 
_** Offer for sale, sell, use,’ wear, 
“exchange, trade in, pive away, or in any 


‘thereto, amongst other things, 


Senator ELLIOTT. —Is that the inten- 


: tion of it? 


There is another provision to which I 
to invite attention. It is a 


entitled 
sell any 
badge, and provision is made for a 
penalty of £50. We are legislating for 


no person shall, unless lawfully e 


_ the youths of the Commonwealth, and 
here is proposed, an 
penalty of £50 1f a boy sells his hhadgo or 

yy, ee it’ to his best girl. 


absolutely savage 


<¢ 


Senator Re1p.—Not “‘ gives’? 

/ Senator ELLIOTT. Yes, the proposed 
use ar the words 
barter, 


‘manner whatsoever dispose of.’’ 
Senator Prarren.—Is not £50 the 


i e maximum penalty and not the minimum ? 


Senator PEARcE.—Yes. 
Senator ELLIOTT.—Even if vy is Sah 
“maximum, is there any’ justification: ee 


ae 


a [SENATE] 


his Victoria Cross ? 


honorable 
' ‘senator is at perfect liberty to refer to the 
administration of the Defence Depart- 
» ment for the purpcse | of illustrating his 
argument, but he has been going beyond 
- that. 


how. I’ 


hy riggestions 


Saute Pune Suppose 


Senator ELLIOTT. —This 
Sonatas Cox.—Yes it does. 
Senator ELLIOTT.—In any 

man wishes to give away his V 

Cross why should he be fined aN 

the Miao pane if the: it 


Son say a hs 
mothers wearing their sons’ meda 
‘Senator ELLIOTT.—There is a 
sion in the existing law which perm: 
female relatives of a deceased § 
wear his decorations, 
is to be repealed by clause 21. 
now before the Senate. 

Senator Prarce.—No; an 

Senator Rzrrp.—The ae “h 
eo No. a? , 
read is Bill. 

Senator Prarcn.—lf shal : 1000 
senator had read it as often as 
done, he would not be nek i 
he 1s now pees . 


ae a seo, by woboheneg be | 
randum showing the alteratio: u : 
to be made jn the existing Act, that 
sub-section (2) of section 80: 
Act, it is provided that— 
Nothing in this section shall previ 
female relative of the person upo 
military decoration has been conferre 
‘Wearing the decoration shies Mie 
that person. 
It is proposed by the Bill 10W 
sideration to: repeal that provi 
have indicated how an unfortu 
or mother is going to be dealt 
ae Foster. ce Dies 


tee 

Senator ELLIOTT.—That Ss 
could not even wear the Til 
Minister’s interjection shows *t 
not read oa Bull, but has ] 


the qa ean of oto 
who are pe by the ii of t 


a ‘ ? een 5 


4 


ose have | been. hore 


Pp 
-able- person will draft them into 
if shap e. I trust that they will be agai 


hem by such sanctions as no thie an 


peace or in war will be prepared to dis- 
Regard. I intend to ae in connexion 
! Rie 


hee es shall enltvlly. or Ne disre- 
gard the provisions of this Act, 


egulations for the redress of grievances, he 


shall, upon proof thereof, be deemed unfit to 
pore ate Mato in any eons whatsoever. 


aw should, in ihe regard, be more 
Ire astic. than pie Army Act. Whilst in 


We iva, not that power es 
we should have a somewhat similar 
ision in our laws. TI intend, also, to 

pose that— 


If an officer shall, by means of any promise, 
reat, representation, or other means, induce 
persuade any complainant. not to proceed 
ha complaint. or appeal which he has made 
to such officer, or of which such officer shall 
ve ‘knowledge, then, in addition to the last- 
mentioned disqualification, such officer shall 
Hable to an eet for damages at the suit 


ss ea They say, in effect, “‘ Here is 


body. of men who, with their oh open, : 


ra) 
* 


mr and with the enforcement of that 


he are some very Vapors 


ae. ions of that policy, since the Courts 
; allow. the ‘Mihtary to go too far. 


ns. ‘Some time ago, a man sued 


olonel for flogging him. The Colonel | 
th 


a was Mure custom ih 


from! the captain. 


a at se 000 damages. 


Ngee Levene —Was this. 


| iyaligns officer? 


Senator ELLIOTT.—No; this oceurr 
in the British Army. The man brought 
an action for damages, and the custom of 
the Service was pleaded by the Colone 
The evidence showed that it was customar. 
to give a man fifty lashes, whereas the 
Colonel had given.this particular man 500 
lashes. The civil Court, very properly, 
found that that was an abuse of the di 
ciplinary powers of the Army Act, and 


the Colonel had to pay £1,000 damagés, 


Whenever any case. of the kind has oc; 
curred, there hasbeen a general howl, 
suggesting that the interference of the 
civil Courts would be the ruination of 
military discipline. That claim was set 
up in a very famous case, known as 
Frye’s case, which occurred so long ago as 
1743, and of which I can give honorabl 
senators the facts. It is a leading autho- 
rity respecting the liability of all who are 
parties to illegal sentences passed by courts — 
raartial. These are the facts oF Ore 
case :— 


Lieut. Frye, of the Marines, was eouaae te 
a court martial at Port Royal, in Jamaica, by 
his captain for disobedience in refusing to as 
sist another lieutenant in carrying an. officer 
prisoner on board ship without a written order 
Part of the evidence pro- 
duced against Lieut. Frye at the court martial 
consisted of depositions made by illiterate” 
natives whom the had never seen or heard of, 
and reduced into writing several days before. 
he was brought to trial; and upon his objec- 
ting to the ‘evidence he was browbeaten and | 
overruled. Lieut. Frye was sentenced to fif- 
teen years’ imprisonment and rendered for ever 
incapable of serving His Majesty, though. th 
Court had only power to award two’ “year 
imprisonment. On his arrival in England h 
case was laid before the Privy Council, and 
the punishment remitted by His. Majesty. a 

Some time afterwards he brought an action 
in the Court of Common Pleas against Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, the president of the court mar- 
tial, and obtained a verdict in his favour for 
The Chief Justice _Willes, 
moreover, infor med him that he was at liberty ts 
to bring his action against any of the other 
members of the court martial. According] 
Lieut, Frye obtained writs against Rear 
Admiral Mayne and Captain Renton, which 
were served on them at the breaking up 
another court martial held on  Vice- “Admira 
Lestock, at Deptford, at which they were mem 
bers. 
The members of this court highly Tene 
this proceeding, and drew up resolutions 
which they expressed themselves with som 
acrimony against the Chief Justice, and for 


In these resolutions they demanded. cé ‘satisf 


i tion ta the. high Ne leore on ae pres en’ 


from all persons how high soever in office, 
Maiko have set on foot this arrest or in any 
. _ degree advised or promoted it.” The Lords 
ee the Admiralty laid the resolutions before 


His Majesty, and the Duke of Newcastle, by 


His Majesty’s command, wrote to the Lords of 
the Admiralty expressing “ His Majesty’s great 
displeasure at the imsult offered to the court 
martial, by which the military discipline of 
the Navy is so much affected; and the King 
oe disapproves of the conduct of Lieut. 
_. Frye on the occasion.” 


“Phat was pretty strong. 


- The Chief Justice, as soon as he heard of 
the resolutions of the court martial, caused 


& 


each individual member to be taken ints cus- 


ody, and was proceeding further, to assert and 
maintain the authority “of his office, when the 
following submission (signed by. the president 
‘and all the members of the court martial on 
Vice-Admiral Lestock) was. transmitted to 
ihtim:—‘ As nothing is more becoming a gen- 
_tleman than to acknowledge himself to be in 
the wrong so soon as he is sensible he is so, 
and: to make satisfaction to any person he has 
injured, we therefore, whose names are under. 
- written, being thoroughly convinced that we 
‘were entirely mistaken in the opinion we had 
conceived of Mr. Chief Justice W filles, think 
ourselves obliged, in honour as well as justice, 
to make him gatistaction as far as in our 
teh And as the injury we did him was of 
a public nature we do in this public: manner 
declare that we are now satisfied the reflee- 
tions cast upon him in our resolutions of the 
16th and 2ist May last were unjust, unwar- 
rantable, and without any foundation whatso- 
ever; and we do ask pardon of his lordship 
and of the Court of Common Pleas for the in- 
dignity offered both to him and the Court.” 
hts paper was dated the 10th November, 
1746, and on its reception in the Court of 
Common Pleas was read aloud and ordered to 
be registered “as a memwrial,” said the Chief 
_ Justice, “to the present and "future ages that 


whosoever set. themselves up in opposition to. 
think themselves above the law,. 


the Jaw, or 
| will in the end find themselves mistaken,” 
Senator Garpiner. 
should be put into Orders, and sent to the 
whole of our military officers, 

Senator ELLIOTT.—That law is in 
_foree here, but the Courts make very fine 
| distinctions. If a man is injured in his 


property or person by the imposition of . 


excessive punishment in the way of flog- 
ging, fines,’ or imprisonment, the Courts 
will interfere, no matter what protests 


are made about the danger to discipline. 


But where a man suffers injury only in 
his military reputation by being super- 
seded, or otherwise dealt with, the civil 
Courts will not interfere. The ground 
_ they gave was the ground I have given to 
the Senate, that a man goes into it with 
his eyes open, and must take the conse- 
"quences; he cannot squeal. That posi- 


I think that, that | 


any Cane to an officer in ‘his ml 
reputation or character hurts him in 
wider sense than in the case of the E 
Army, which is only an infinitesimal 
tion of the population.’ Every man 
country is, or will be, a member 
_ Forces. Any injury done to an « 
that way which affects his milita: 
acter or réputation, will inevitabl 
upon him in his civil capacit 
should, therefore, enlarge the law sc 
civil remedies will be given to every « 
who suffers injury whether in his 
reputation or character or in h 
character, or property,.or person, 
he is already protected by the 
law. | 
Senator PEARCE. concn 
courts martial would be very pop! 
under those conditions, would they 
Senator ELLIOTT. There is 
lutely no fear so seca) as the 0 


sag PRTG for pec in pond a 

. Senator Pzarce.—Of which, u 
amendment, they are not to be the 
but somebody else is. 


Senator ELLIOTT. —The 


te Hep of ep conduct of anybe 1d 
at the esis day. Every day in bes 


done aes Ee or aerope me \ 
has acted bond fide and honestly, 
nothing to fear either under my 
ment, or under the common law 

Senator RowreLtt.—Or ani) 
Act either. 


‘Senator ELLIOTT. —Or p 
Army Act, either. 


Senator Rowrerit.—They have. the 
of appeal to civil Courts in certai 
There was a case a few weeks ag 
a permanent officer appealed to the 
Court in New South Wales. — Ha : 

Senator ELLIOTT.—I fancy | 

appealed but did not succeed. Tk 
tion is that where the Court decides 
only a man’s military reputat 
affected, the civil Courts will not 
fere. While that law is properl 
cable in England to a voluntary 
ought not to apply tov a Force 
in which every man is ee I: e( 
nilly, to serve. 


of the wrong ahet can oye ne Ne 

in. a position of authority, and the 

punity with which the regulations as they 

w exist can be disregarded. We have 

n existence an absolute regulation, which 
can be produced to any Court, providing 
, hat no oiicer shall be superseded. saa 


Heaity of showing cause peahat it. i" am 
reluctant to bring in anything of a per- 
sonal nature ; but I want to ae the 


ie sort. of thing. I honed i with 
the first. of cy who went to the war. I 
, and eatheend nape was 


on i a divisonal ee I may say 
ae gust about nee time I Bee certain © 


a This final in- 
ae nt, howaree, occurred. In March, 
iar ; ‘the Fifth British Army was shat- 
. by the German attack at the end of 


to assist in repelling the attack. ot 
d a cee ea Doullens at about 


tely cleared ae Gane Boson was 
cked to the utmost of its capacity with 
fugitives from the British Army, and, in 
addition, a small nucleus of officers. I 
| ent and found the senior officer of the 
ces there, and discovered him to be 
scting staff-captain of a certain British 
rigade. To quote from my report on 
he matter to Major-General Hobbs, my 


ivi onal commander | Des 


9.30 am., together with Major 


Vootten, of your staff, and my own staff, I. 


nt to the chateau at Hedauville, after re- 
onnoitring a line for outposts in the vicinity 
Senlis. I found the chateau literally packed 
: ila all of whom wefe still in bed, and 


ho. ee to be in ores "The 
latte a was ee in a very undressed state, 


in the: liege for me to take as 
without turning them or p 


ceived ‘from’ Pon: were to occupy the vileue Os 
Hedauville with two battalions, and unless ‘ 
his details moved there would not be any ac 

commodation for my men. I would mention 
that a large number of the latter had travelled 
all the previous day, and then marched all 
night from Doullens to Harponyille, arriving 
there at about 5.30 am. on the 29th, an AS 

mile march, 

We were also under piders to be ready to go 
into the line on an hour’s notice. te: 

By this officer not being ready to move out, 
these men were forced to halt in the fields, 
sodden with rain falling at the time, and wait 
his convenience. : 

Not wishing to appear the least unreason- 
able, I told him in Major Wootten’s presence 
that I would try to get a building for head- 
quarters, and leave’ the men outside until yeh 
day, whilst he was getting orders. : 

J_ asked him where his division was. He é 
said it was at Senlis. I reported the Situation 
by telephone, ~ 

I found a ruined school-house with all then 
windows shattered by shell fire, and with the 
yard defiled by human excrement. ‘ 


I remained here, wet through, until shone 
midday.. Meantime I had sent my intelligence 


officer to Senlis to get in touch with the aNiuat ie 


sion. 


He returned about Sidday and informed me 
that he had been to Senlis, and that the divi- 
sion had gone to Toutencourt, leaving two. 
brigades in line under the division, whose head-. 
quarters were at Varennes. He. met, however, 
at Senlis a major of the Machine Gun Corps. 
His remarks on the subject of the division — 
were literally unprintable. . He said he cursed > 


the day he was born a fellow-subject of such | — 
He stated that his Machine Gun Bat- — 


men. 
talion had been attached to thém in the line 
that they had retired without informing him—. 
“ran away” he put it—and, as a result, a 
had men and guns captured. 4 
My intelligence officer then inquired of the 
division at Varennes regarding these detaiis © 
at Hedauville. It was the sional officer that 
he spoke to. My recollection of the result was 
that he knew little of them, and cared less, 
for they had been nothing but a nuisance since 
they were attached to fhe Division. — 


I then sent for the acting staff captain and 
asked him had he received | any orders: yet... 
He replied that he had not. I asked why he 
had not telephoned or gone to vanceers to find 
out. : 


;. He replied that he had no telephone. ys 


told him that I had a telephone he could use, 
and then, being irritated by his listless man- 
ner ‘and want of interest, and by the fact that 
my men were being drenched to wait his con- 
venience, I told him that I had formed a most 


unfavorable opinion from what I had heard: 


his division, and that his own want of energ 
and initiative were strong confirmation of wha: 
I had heard, and that unless he got orders and 
moved his’men out of the village immediate 


I would assume command and march them out 


of the village, if necessary, under arrest. He 


then got a “move on,” and about, 2 pm. 
e- clear of the yaa 3 . 


a ts at “3-hour” notice. 


- Somme. 
mot reach the position until 5 a.m., after hay- 


x ; ‘hl Defence 

At 6.30 
We had just. settled 
to rest when at 7.30 p.m. we were ordered to 


march within an hour to Corbie to “ guard the 
Beet flank ” of the Third Army. 


I at once arranged for this march, called 
in the outposts and patrols, which had pushed 
on to Mesnil, and in a ear provided by division 
moved to Franvillers, where I met General 
“Monash. He expressed great astonishment 
that the men were marching, as Corps had 
informed him that busses were being provided. 
_.. He directed me to push through Corbie both 
-morth and south, and hold the line of the 
The men who had furthest to go did 


ang marched, since passing the starting point, 
a distance of 26 miles. Not one man in the 
whole brigade fell out, but at’'the end were 
utterly exhausted. For this fatigue this staff 
officer was largely responsible. Three hours 
later they had to be roused and sent into ac- 
tion, as the enemy attacked Hamel. 

I should be the last to place undeserved re- 
proach upon any one, On the other hand, I 


feel strongly that the shielding of incompetent. 


officers and unworthy conduct of individuals, 
particularly staff officers, can do no good, but 
adds tothe difficulties we are in., I gladly 
‘testify to. the most 
cavalry of the Third Cavalry Brigade. I shall 
be glad to give evidence in any Court of In- 
quiry that may be held in the instance IT have 
mentioned, 

That report was addressed to Major- 
General Hobbs in response to a complaint 
which this officer had made, and which 
General Birdwood had received instruc- 
tions to investigate. Honorable senators 
will hardly believe the sequel, but this is 
what happened. Three weeks later 
General Hobbs called to see me. He 
said, ‘‘I want to speak to you privately,’’ 
and took me out into the garden. He 
then said to me, ‘‘General, I. have in- 
structions to tell you that while you are 
in the Australian Imperial Force you will 
“receive no further promotion by reason 
of your conduct to the officers.’? When 
he said that, [ turned away rather dumb- 
founded, ‘and he struck me on the back 
and said, “I have got to tell you that; 
but, by God! you were right.’’ It turned 
‘out that this staff officer was the son of 
a Duke, and ‘‘ put the acid” on General 
‘Birdwood for my conduct, and you see 
the result. Notwithstanding that, I did 
not worry very much. 

Senator E. D. Mrtien.—Was that 
conversation with General Hobbs ee 
or public? 

- Senator ELLIOTT.—Private, but ‘he 
spoke to me officially as my commander. 
He did not say it was confidential, if 
that is what the honorable senator 
means, ie 


/ 


p.m. we were told that we Meee 


T. Givens. Onde 
tor’s time has expired. 


surprise tha an opp “had 


gallant conduct of the. 


eruit is that, as a reolgiens if he 


The Bee e 


Extension of time granted, on 
by Senator Pearce. SON 
Senator ELLIOTT.—The_ sequel 
that three weeks or so later I was 
formed that General Gellibrand, who 
my junior officer, was to be promot 
over my head, although the regula 
which. was then in force contained 
provison to which I have referred. 

Senator Pzarce.—He was. po 
command the division ? ; 


oe KLLIOTT. —The egule 


oy an officer ny has been superse: 
the appointment of a junior offic 
his head, as in my case, ia 


been given to me of stating Be 
have his letter— 


Your letter has greatly pained m 
refrain from a detailed reply, as I e 
substitute a visit to you, and perhaps you. 
wish to withdraw something of what yo 
written, There are one or two poi ts pa 
which I must ‘touch. . . ess 


the fact. 
T had, in my letter to him, info 


ss Minister: This is the way he 
that statement— 


Halas Bud I am therefore nob Bo 
gard your ‘letter as written. 
this: If the decision rested vi me, 


Pata your. ana ion to sae ot > 
And if you managed to raise a dozen ent 
and ‘‘ military ’’ inquiries, I woolly 
to a standstill on them. o 
The position, therefore, was ee 
Gee to iilett a or be returned 


terms and come ay to re ne vy 
would my reputation have been with 
men? Now, the first instruction t 


he: must camry it out ae 
eae eee rds. said nothing 
ha until fe armistice, and ities approached 


ay Gaal Der bendes in succession to 
General Monash, who by this time had 
gone to London to arrange for the return 
of our troops. I may say that at that 
time, and subsequent to the events I have 


mentioned, General Hobbs’ and General 
McCay, under whom I had served pre- 


viously, had repeatedly, and in the most 
‘marked manner, expressed their belief in 
“my.capacity to command. As a matter 
‘ot fact, 1) ‘omitted portion of General 
White’s letter which may be.of some in- 
terest’ in that respect— 

Do you think that any one. doubts your 
eourage? No one in the Australian Imperial 
Force, I assure you. Or your ability? It is 
well known. But you mar it by not keeping 
‘your judgment under complete control. 

y not “kow-towing,” in other words, to 
unworthy staff officers with political and 
‘social influence. — 

Senator E. D. Mrtten. Bus, ap- 
Ceniiy! you were threatening to use 
political influence yourself, by saying 

hat you intended to appeal to the 

finister. us 
enator - ELLIOTT. —Yes, because 
under the Defence Act “regulations, the 
Minister for Defence is the ultimate 


| es Pago am glad to have 
hat admission. Hitherto, you have de- 


Senator ELLIOTT .—There was abso; 
utely nothing against me on the score of 
eapacity to command or lead, so honor- 
able senators will see that the regulations 
hould be very carefully scrutinized in 
rder to nrevent injustice, and to give an 


jigs officer a chance to have his case reviewed. b 


At present, when the real test comes, they 
Pp ove futile. — | 
_ I come now to a later stage in the 
story. On my return to Australia, I was 
ointed to the corresponding command 


ch f had held in the field, the 15th 


Under the provisions of | 


: aes Act, officers of the bade 


he tad eed a position in viet r 
was that he had been promised a div 
sional command. I asked the Minis 
at the time if this was so, and he denie 
that any promise had been given. 


Senator J: D. Miriten.—I do not thi 
Sir John Gellibrand’ said that he was 
promised a command. I think he said 
he was going over to take some positio 


Senator ELLIOTT.—His words we 
“T have been promised a command,” an 
when I questioned the Minister on the 
subject he said he assumed Sir John 
meant, that he was coming over to Vic- 
toria in order to be available for a com- 
mand, notwithstanding the fact that his 
appointment would beabsolutelyillegal. In 
order that I should not lose my rights by, 
sleeping on them, I at once wrote to the 


Board and asked why I had been again 


superseded. My letter was dealt with in 
due course, and this is: the reply a re- 
ceived fear General Brand—_ realy 

I am commanded by the Military Board to 
acquaint you, for the information of Colonel 
(Hon. Brigadier-General) H. E. Elliot 
C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., D.C.M., with reference to 
your C. 21/8, of 16th March, 1921, that th 
further representations made by that one 
have been considered by the Board. pe 
The Minister now says that he can be 
appealed to; but the Military Board dis- 
agree with the Minister, and say that 3 
have to take their ruling. My reading 
of the Act is that Cabinet, the King in 
Council, and in Australia the Governor- 
General in Council, is the ultimate Court 
of Appeal. I want to point out that o 
the Military Board there is only one man, 
General White, who can speak with: 
authority. I have appealed from him t 
himself, and honorable senators can se 
the result. Surely there is something 
wrong in regulations which allow this. — 


had asked the Board for an inquiry to 


be held before a Judge of one of the civil 
Courts, and they raised the ery that Ww: 
raised 200 years ago and was dealt wit 
by a British Chief Justice— 0 

Quite apart from this aspect of the case, i 
has never been customary, nor is it at all ‘ad 
visable, that a purely military matter shoul 
be inquired into by a Supreme Court. Judge 
or other civil Commissioner. 


i For 200 Mista it has ies ae custo 
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Bill. 


‘Senator Win —And that practice 
ought to be continued. 


Senator ELLIOTT.—It. ought to be 
extended. I am endeavouring to convince 
honorable senators of the abeolate neces- 
sity of testing iNegal and arbitrary acts 
by military officers in the civil Courts 
of the country. General Brand’s letter 
continues— 


I am further to say, in reference to the con- 
tention of Brigadier-General Elliott, that he 
has been superseded—(a) It is the custom of 
the Service to promote senior officers, and 
appoint them to commands by selection, and 
not seniority. Frequently the choice lies be- 
tween several good and well-qualified officers, 
and those not selected can have no just right 
or cause to cavil at the action,of those whose 
duty it is to make the selection. 

There is no doubt about the general pro- 
‘position. There ought to be power to 
select, and where the choice lies between 

officers equally qualified, it is obvious that 

the appointment ought to go to the senior. 
officer, otherwise an officer senior in the 

“Service might be called upon to take his 

orders from a junior; and no man would 

‘care to get a slav in the face like that, 
_ especially when, as in my case, neither 
‘the courage nor ‘the capacity of the senior 
‘officer is called into question. 


Senator Witson.—No wonder the pri- 
yates growl a good deal about military 
discipline when officers get treated lke 
that. 

*Senator ELLIOTT.—That is the point 
I am trying to make. If, under the regu- 
lations, an officer in my position and of 
my standing can be treated with con- 
tumely, what chance has a junior officer 
or a private of getting justice? 

I think I have said enough to convinee 
honorable senators that the Act requires 
more drastic amendment than is provided 
for in the Bill now before the Senate, and 
I trust that when I move certain amend- 
ments in Committee I shall have their 
sapport, in order to do away with the 
possibility of such things occurring in the 
future. As far as I am concerned, the 
‘matter will not affect me, because I am 
so sick of the whole business that I have 
sent in my papers. I shall no longer 
serve in the Citizen Forces of the Com- 

- monwealth under the present heads. 
But I have a boy ten years of age who 


will ultimately have to undergo training : 


_onnder these conditions, and, so far as I 
- €an insure it, the conditions are going 


other place. 


ae te very important Bill, and 


to be better than hee are at thie | 
time. tps 
Senator GARDINER (News ae 
Wales) [4.35].—I did not intend to 
dress myself to this measure, for the 
good reason that we were debating 
Air Defence Bill when the discussion — 
interrupted by what occurred in 
To my surprise, I discove 
on perusing the notice-paper to-day 
we were going on with a new meas 
and 1 was not disposed to address my. 
to so important a question on suck 
short notice. I’ cannot see any rea 
why the Senate should not take up # 
business where it left off, as we were pr 
Sane to deal with the measure- oe 


are important clauses in it, which, 
pose, can be dealt with in Committ 
Senator Pzarce..I have.no miter 


progress and to allow the nol a 
the’ other measure to be resume ‘d. 


GARDINER.—I am 


Senator 


soneaaie travels, ‘that this measur 
be dispensed with by the de 


keenly he feels the position, va 
when absolute pio tee 1s done Ae 


ik pend one’s sense of faire Py 
man should have the right to mete 


fully AUER that, whntewae th 
cision may be, there will be the 3 r 
appeal from that decision. 


Senator Rowxrti.—So there is. 


Senator GARDINER.—And | 
before this Bill is disposed: of, © 
yids be eine sure die hthor a 


There are s one or two eae 3 in the 
measure to which I desire to refer. Take 
the question | of 
training. There is a clause in this mea- 
sure calling upon all male adults who have 
been resident in the Commonwealth for 
“six months to submit themselves to com- 
-pulsory military. training for a consider- 
able period. We can quite understand 
from what the Minister for Defence 
{Senator Pearce) said when moving 
the second reading of the Bill that, 
although there is no clause in the mea- 
‘sure to provide for a seventy-days’ train- 
ing, all the arrangements have been made 


by which such a provision can be added | 


after the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
has returned from the Imperial Confer- 
vence. 2 
Senator. ie eae Einy regulations 
prescribed, ” and so on. 
Senator GARDINER.—Exactly. The 
overnment have done so much ay regu- 


“as 


anxious” to Seren whether a 
military, training has been a success or 
- I am not one of those who rages 
nst compulsory training, but I endea- 


10 take an ae igs interest in_ 
If we go back a few 


Eo Ae who have ‘occupied 


he ‘position of Minister for Defence at 
resent sitting at the Ministers’ desk. 
| Senator Prance. —And one who is now 


af “Senator GARDINER. —I, can be re- 
garded as an offsider. 
1 shall - endeavour to ete in 

: few sentences what I. think of 

ey defence system. We had a sys- 

that aimed at reasonable efficiency 


‘means of a skeleton army controlled 
by trained officers, who would be efficient 


n the event of war, and quite capable of 
raining the necessary men to be added 
ould the occasion arise. We have tried 
@ supersede that, or we have superseded 
t, by a system ‘of compulsory training, 
id - which every one who is eligible is 


Ay 


De to. pone 3 is whether the system we 
I ven- 
the very afhoaes and men 


on to carry out our pre- 
pulsory tome oe Si 
wi f statement is correct. 


‘compulsory — military 


training as 


the question of 


i be drilled and trained. But what we 


young men. dat Wisely. ee eee 
ing to train a large number we are failing 
to efficiently train even a small number. 

Senator Rowrnu.—There are men 1 
training camps at present. 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes; but vie 
a handful! I look upon, compulsory 
an experiment that has 
been in operation for some years, 
and before we .extend the system: 
by taking ,men from their usual 
occupations, we skould inquire very 
closely into the, results that have been 
achieved in an endeavour to ascertain 
whether, in the attempt to secure every 
eligible person in the community, we are 
omitting to efficiently train any. IL 
believe we are. Apart altogether from 
compulsory military 
training, I would like the Min- 
ister for Defence to arrange for his ex- 
perts to inquire into the actual. results 
We know that there are cases in which 
proceedings have to be taken because a 
trainee has not put in the requisite num. 
ber of drills. In a number of these cases 


. there is a most complete system of record- 


ing the attendances of trainees which 
takes up most of the officers’ time, and 
even after that has been done, the most 
extraordinary results have been brought 
about. I have watched very closely 
the endeavours of military men 
to spread the training over the whole 
of Australia. In my deliberate judg- 
ment, the result has not been as satisfac- 
tory as that which would have been 
achieved by the efficient training of a 
smaller number of men. In my opinio 

it would be better to have an efficient 


skeleton army so that, in case of war, we 


would have an waeenite nueibend of 
officers and men well trained and 
capable of handling the others who. would 
ultimately come in. 

Senator Cox.—The honorable senate 
would not be in favour of the necessary 
expenditure. 

Senator GARDINER.—The expends 
ture would be less, and the results more 
satisfactory. I think it was in this chan 
ber, or in another place, that an_ offic 
said that a man going into action at 
Gallivoli:informed him that he had neve 
had the opportunity of firing a rifle. 

Senator Cox.—I do not think tha 


fe 


1564 Defence 
Senator GARDINER.—I am merely 
repeating what I have heard. 

_ Senator Cox.—TI think it is a deliberate 
lie. 

Senator GARDINER.—I am trying to 
repeat something that is in my mind to 
demonstrate the inefficiency, of our train- 
ing system. I know that Senator Cox 
will defend the military authorities. 

Senator Cox.—I am anxious to give 
justice where it is due. I know that the 
men who-went to Gallipoli were trained to 

the last ounce. 

Senator GARDINER.—I do not like 
to repeat statements that are inaccurate ; 
but I believe that such a case was men- 
tioned. 

Senator Cox. — I saw the men being 
trained. It may have been possible for 
one man not to have fired a rifle, but that 
would be an isloated case. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Order! © 

- Senator 
interruptions, because interjections at 
times are helpful. A. statement similar 
to that I have made was uttered by an 
officer who was present at the time. 

Senator Senror.—The honorable sena- 
tor cannot base his argument on one case. 

Senator GARDINER.—I know that, 
-and I also know that the Minister for De- 
fence is aware of the fact that when 
_ troops were leaving Australia the charge 
was levelled against the Government that 
the men were not adequately trained. 

Senator Draxke-Brockxman.—The hon- 
orable senator is referring to reinforce- 
- ments, and not to the original troops. 
Senator GARDINER.—I realize that 


‘the case I have mentioned might be an 


isolated one; but it demonstrates the fact 
that the present system, which is con- 
sidered to be so satisfactory, is altogether 


inefficient, ‘because, in our endeavour to 


train a large number, we are not efl- 
ciently training even a small section of 
ce eligible men in the Commonwealth. 

Senator Senior.—The honorable sena- 
tor is quite wrong. 


Senator GARDINER.—L do not think | 


so. If the recent war has not taught us 
something in the matter of organization, 
it will be unfortunate for Australia. A 
‘skeleton army of fully trained men is in- 
finitely better than an army consisting of 
a large number inefficiently trained. I 
am certainly of the opinion that we are 
not Pagans the most of our gala ter ede ve 


‘of the 


GARDINER.—I do not mind © 


his head, because he thinks it re 


das of iat The Govern 


iy other serious s complaints which 


pies a 


I am not going to enter : 
the question of the efficiency or inefBs. 
ciency of the members of the staff. 
seas no Pa desire or reatny 


cause [ tial it my business, as a mem- 
ae of the Senate, to interfere as litt as. 


ances to have ihe Gane of a member 
Cainer _ My conduct heey alwa: 
with the’ daininstieconl 
Defence, but of 


Department, 


thing should be done. Two years go T 
advocated in this Senate the appoin m 
of a Royal Commission to inquir 
what happened at Gallipoli, and gen 
into the conduct of our Forces — 
their absence abroad. In connexi¢ 


vernment A onetnted a Court of in q 
and this country, which suffered the 
from it—— 


Senator PEarce.—Was represen ie 
the Commission. 


Ati Chogta have appointed ge 
tribunal. Probably Australia was. 
sented on the British inquiry; bu 
that our men have returned in 
should be made, not only into the Galli 
poli campaign, but into all the grave com: 
plaints that have reached us from ti 
time. The Minister for Defence sha 


too big a contract. 


Senator Srenror.—We would x! 
when it began, but no one cou 
when it would end. | 


Senator GARDINER. — Theis» 
people moving about in this com uni 
who are suffering injustices. and the 
grievances are*never likely to see tl 


1 


by asda Elliott, ‘and ‘a. ie 


.) 


‘the men and officers a Ae ee Ten 


erial Force. I think that Australia 


yuld demand an inquiry into the Galli- 
oli blunder. Of course, every man is at 
liberty to form his own opinion upon it. 
- But one has merely to recollect the un- 
_ preparedness of our Expeditionary Force, 
as evidenced by the fact that during the 
first few days of the fighting it was un- 


“able to peal the wounded from the field 


of battle, to realize that there was a 
blunder committed. In view of the re- 
marks of Senator Elliott to-day, the 
Ministry would be well advised if they 
“appointed a Royal Commission to inquire 
into the conduct of the war, so far as the 
Australian Forces were ‘concerned, in 
Egypt, Gallipoli, and France. 
_ - Senator eo eens all cases of 
supersession. 

_ Senator GARDINER. —The. supersed- 
ing of a man may not mean very much 
to the Miniter. Of course, I am not re- 
-flecting upon his sense of justice in any 


Senator. Prarce.—The only point. of 
which I was thinking was the number of 
ases that. would be involved. 

Senator GARDINER.—The Minister 


hrinks from the appointment of a Royal 


Commission because of the number of 
cases of supersession of officers. 
mind, that is another good reason why we 
should have an inquiry. 


I intend to oppose the Bill, because it 


provides for compulsory training, and 
because I have’ convinced myself that 
compulsory training 
- Senator Duncan.—Or did the Confer- 
ce. convince ‘the honorable senator? 
Senator GARDINER.—If Senator 
ps can thinks that I think as my Con- 
ference thinks, I wish to tell him that 
when I attended that Conference I spoke 
most earnestly in favour of compulsory 
' training. There is just this difference be- 
- tween Senator Duncan and myself, that 
__ the people whom I represent in the Labour 
e vement trust me so 
not want me to think exactly as fney 
think kta every question. 
e Dunoan.—tThey . th the 
senator’ 3 pledge. That is 


is no 


4 GARDIN ER. —There 
Labour movement against 
ling. I can quite ‘under- 
path being eo ore in the 
4 di ‘ 


: Be fitting: ba a for ey, 


of our troops? 


on at football is the t 


To my 


to military drill, 


well that they do 


1 Arar, 1921.] 


te the one interests of the aan with 
which he has always been connected. I 
can Saris entice that with mane 


with the Mieehon of Sra tie 
from the stand-point of its efficiency. Does 
that system really make for the one 
Take, for example, th 
youths who are taken. away from thei 
football on Saturday afternoons. . 
Senator Draxke-Brockman. — Loo okin; 4 
trouble, 
Senator GARDINER.—I am speaking 
of those youths who play football. If 150 
of the lads who would be playing football 
on Saturday afternoon are required to a 


tend a military parade, I appeal to my 


military friends to say in which depart 
ment they would be more profitably em 
ployed. To my mind, physical culture is, 
of more Importance than is military train- 
ing. Why, then, should we take. these 
youths away from such a strenuous game 
as football? When I visited the Military 
College some years ago, the late General — 
Bridges was in charge of it, and he 
pointed with pride to the fact that 130 ou 
of the 170 students there were playing 
football. ) 
Senator Pzrarce.—Takes Sytner ag an 
example. There there are forty men — 
playing football upon a Saturday at 


noon and 40,000 persons barracking, * 


Senator GARDINER. —The Minia- 
ter may laugh at the barracker, but 
he is the fellow who has to pay for 
the sport. When speaking upon. th 
Air Defence Bill I stressed the fact tha 
too much attention is now being devotec 
If I were the Minist 
for Defenée I would frame a regulation 
providing that playing at a game of foot 
ball should count as military drill. I 
New South Wales the youths who, are. 
engaged in compulsory training are also. 


encouraged to‘take part in boxing co 


tests. I witnessed quite a number 


Chae Rowk& tt. —The noble art 
belideteaas: 


Senator GARDINER. Noes 


fence Department is encouraging 


a good deal of advantage to the 


That being so, surely the youth | 


actively engaged in physical train 


7 T think th t 


las Defence 
some regulation might be framed’ under 
which attendance at a military parade 
would be excused if the trainee is en- 
gaged in playing football. 

.. Senator Baxuap.—We must have some 
drill. It was drill, as well as games, 
which made the Roman Legions what they 
were. 

Senator 
the feats of the Roman Legions depended 
to a large extent upon the writers of that 
day. -I would like: to see the Roman 
Legions up again st some of our “ Ginger 
Micks.” 

Senator Paywe. —That would not be 
tary, 

Senator GARDINER.—The things 
which we most prize in history are those 
which have been most written about. 
Blessed is the military force which has an 
historian who is capable of writing some- 
thing which will go down to posterity ! 


Sonntor Witson It is not always wise 
to have one’s record written. 


Senator GARDINER.—I realize that 
some training for the defence of this 
country is essential. But there is. an- 
other thing which is equally  essen- 
tial, especially in a Democracy like 
our own, namely, that we do not 
make that training repugnant to the 
people. If we provide for seventy days’ 
training throughout the year, that pro- 
vision will so harass the employment of 
the youths of this country, and will prove 
so annoying to the whole community, that 
it will become positively repugnant to 
them. Immediately we reach that state 
of affairs, all our attempts at compulsory 
training will go by the board. We should, 
therefore, endeavour to make our Defence 
Acts as palatable to the people as pos- 
sible. Of course, while the Government 
have a majority in Parliament they may 


put just what provisions they please in 


our Defence Acts. But nevertheless they 
will be well advised if they frame all our 
measures relating to defence in such a 
form as will be acceptable to the De- 
mocracy. After all, it is upon the good- 
will of the people themselves that we must 
depend for the successful working of our 
Statutes. Take such a case as that pre- 
sented by Senator Elliott this afternoon. 
The Minister for Defence, I suppose, will 
be quite willing to defend the action of 
the military authorities, because it was in 
_ accordance with law and military custom. 
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pulsory for students who have complet 


GARDINER.—I. think that: 


at Liberty, upon finishifig their term of 


That being so, I presume that there 
nothing to be said about it. But in t 
Bill, the Minister intends to make it cor 


their term at the Military College to 
bound to the Military Forces for a ai 
of seven or eight years, 
Senator Prarce.—Yes. eG 
. Senator GARDINER.—I hope he 
we shal] not permit such a provision i 
be retained in the Bill. Doubtless the ~~ 
Minister will say that these men have * 
been trained at the ¢ost of the Common- 
wealth, and will ask why they should be 


training, to leave the Military Forces im- | 
mediately. But letus view the matter . i 
from.the stand-point of the man himself, ~ 
He enters the college as a youth, passe: 
through his training, and becomes an e3 
cellent officer. But he may possess a st 
greater capacity for service in some oth 
avocation. Why should he be tied to 
profession which has grown obnoate ” 
him? ; 


tor would give the military authori : 
power to call him a 


always be called upon. But to toe al 
man in the Military Forces against h 
will, and particularly to keep young 
there, would be disastrous, not only to the 
men themselves, but also to the Servi 
If they have any desire to leave the S 
vice, it must be because adeqi rews 
are not given to them. 


ae he educated. Where are the 
structors to come from? — oe 


order. Tee as either parts or the 
whole of the British Army Act is in 
porated in this Bill, and. no copy 
that Act is before us, I submit that 
Bill is improperly before the Senate. 


T. Givens).—There is no need for m 
oe the point which has been rais 


fact, no point of order is involved. 
Bill ; is perfectly in order, and 1 1g ie Pe Pp 


onorable et ors have poecn! 
lied with good copies of it. | 
i Senator GARDINER. —I shall ‘not, 
‘sir, comment on your decision; but I 
thought thé point taken by Senator Prat- 
- ten was fatal to the Bill, for the reason 
~ that I assume that our eriness shoul be 
_ conducted on common-sense lines, and we 
should not be called upon to incorporate 
~ the Army Act in the Bill before the 
_ Senate unless we have that Act before us. 
- j was referring to the provision under 
which young men who enter the Military 
alec are to be- bound to the Military 


sup- 


Bes be compelled to continue for a term 


by: es to the eens if the Minister 
aa Defence, my cam peg lane have 


Coa they like it or not, to rosuuil a 
he Military Service for eight years after 
hey have completed their college term. . 
Senator Drake-Brockman.—I under- 
stood that the party to which the honor- 
able senator belongs . desired that youths 
of eighteen years should be given a. vote. 
here will be youths of eighteen ar in 
the Miltary College. : 


_ Senator GARDINER. —The eee I 
wish to make is that we can easily keep 
oe in the Military Service young men trained 

ein the Military College if we pay them 


uffic ently for the work they 4+. A youth 


covered to be a mistake. 


Bel coadhiy iy a sp BO ceathinee 


know’ the many changes in life which hey 


chants. 


not cavi! at that, because Fam aware tha 


ag the eee will ape be un- 
fi 


» service for his family, but under the Bill 
iti is ToDo to te such a Ries man 


Forbes! for another eight years. pe) my 7 
mind, that is an absolutely cruel bat 
sion. : 


Giovanna that passed the Act? pk 
Senator vhs at and they in 


sought to be done iy ibe Bill bens the 
Senate. 

Senator GARDIN ER.—I am fans 
strong; but I confess that I-am not able 
to bear responsibility for all the mistakes’ 
we made. I am, however, always pre 
pared to face a position squarely “and d 
what I can to remedy what I have dis. 
There can be 
no reason for compelling men to continue 
in an employment which may be distaste-_ 
ful. to them. Honorable senators will © 


have themselves made. Young men start- 
ing in life may possess qualifications which — 
would fit them to become great mer- 


Senator Pzarce.—Or successful poli 
clans. 
Senator GARDINER.—I have never 
reierred very enthusiastically to sucnseeie | 
politicians, because my experience has 

bean that the lot of those who have been 

regarded as successful politicians has een — 

rather a sad one. I do not know where i 
to look for a successful politician. I can — 
remember that one of the most distin-— 
guished politicians we had in New South | 
Wales was obliged in his declining years: 
to sell his library to maintain himself. 
A young man trained in the Military 
College may, when he reaches the age 
of twenty-one years, possess qualifications 
which would enable him to become a sue. 
cessful politician, but under this Bill the 
military will not permit him to do so, 
and insists upon control over him until 
he is twenty-nine years of age. I take 
the case of a young man who at abou 
seventeen years of age enters the college 
where he secures excellent training. I do 


apart from military training very | yalu- 
able civil instruction is given at th 
college. It may happen that when he 
reaches the age of twenty-one. years an 
opening may be afforded him to do real 


o 


TA hee 


Mais 


“568. 


Ueiat he must remain in ms Mivitary Ser- 
vice for the pittance paid to him there, 
because his parents sent’ him to the Mili- 
tary College when he was too young to de- 
eide on a career for himself. I say that 
when a youth reaches twenty-one years of 
age he should receive the freedom of the 
-eountry, and should not be compelled, 


“whether he hkes it or not, to continue in 


the Military Service. 

‘Senator Rowerr.—-Naval and military 
men have to enlist for a term of years. 

Senator GARDINER.—I realize that 
‘with the Military College we might turn 
out a great number of ‘well-trained mili- 
tary officers, so many in fact that if half 
of those necessary went down their places 
might be filled at once, and there is no 


“reason why we should ‘load up training 


at the college with conditions awhich must 
make it more difficult to secure young 
‘men who will become efficient officers. 
Senator Cox.—The honorable senator 
should know that when the war broke out 
‘the one thing we lacked was a sufficient 


pumber of efficient officers. 


a8 


Senator GARDINER.—L believe that 


we shall never have sufficient of them 


when war breaks out, and we shall be less 
likely to have them if we handicap youths 
entering the college with the condition 
that after spending five years there in 
‘Jearning the military busiriéss they are 
“to be bound to military service for the 
next eight years. 


Senator Wirson.—lIt will have a ten- 
dency to make them mechanical. 


Senator GARDINER.—The inden 
will be to make parents more careful 


about sending their boys to the college. 


oe 


‘It will make the parents of boys who 
might make very efficient officers. wonder 
“whether it will be wise for them to deter- 
mine not merely how their boys. shall 
spend four or five years of their time, 
but their whole career. J ask honorable 
senators to bring reason to bear on their 
consideration of the proposed provision. 
There will be no need for compulsion to 
induce young Australians to fight if their 
country needs to be defended, and young 
men trained in the Military College will 
be all the more efficient if, after their 


e@ollege training, they, by engaging in 
civil occupations, obtain some knowledge 
of the world outside the Military Service. 


A young man who has gone through the 
Daal ee: 


‘assist his father, or, it may. bey ‘to t 


Gt: Hist eight years’ 


the’ college. 


and Posed all oa examina- , 


full control of its management. 
fence Department says, ‘‘ No. 


The I Di 


' remain in our service for the next eight 


years.’ I venture to say that the. 
make that mele man twice as hice 3 
he would be if he remained in the ‘Mili- 
tary Service. t ; 
three yo ene in a warehouse stu 1 
than fas or 
drilling youths. 
Senator Rowrt,.—What did we 
lish the Military College for ? ‘ 
Senator GARDINER.—For the 1 
reason that other colleges have He ee 
lished. ta 
Senator ROWELL. LN, for a ver ei 
ferent purpose. It was to train yo 
men as officers in order that they mi 
be able to train our Citizen Forces. 
Senator GARDINER.—I am sorry i 
am not sufficiently familiar with the ple 
ject to make myself clear to te de 


cotioulloee pte 
service after an officer has receive 
training of the Military College wa 
rather than increase his efficiency. UL 
war come, the man who has two or thr 
years’ war enone experience hi ) 


in preparing for the war thane 
who spent. Beak same time’ bay 
youths. | 


but of all ee aeewitie that ae a 
by the whole business life of the ¢ 
nity. I dare say there were fewer 


for war than‘in the preparation for 
in most other countries, but I venture t 
say that half the failures in Australi 
were due to inefficiency on the P rt o 
those engaged in the service of sup 
We should let ‘these Steen 2 men ta 


so that, in the event of war, we ma 

the bénett. of their itive as wel 
their military knowledge. I suppose 
we shall turn out 100 officers a he 


Senator Rowetu.—No; oules thirt 
to enter now each year, so how ca 
turn out 100 each year ? fe 
_ Senator GARDINER.—I - 
by what I saw on a visit I n 


a ollege some years ago, When’ Ny 

thin ther were ome 150 students there. 

_ Senator ‘Prarce.—There are four 

lasses ; they serve a four years’ term, and 
irty come out each ee | 


| Roche men entering ea Biter Sind 
_ themselves to serve for a certaia time, but 
- not for an extraordinary time. They are 
not obliged to continue in the Service 
until it becomes impossible for them to 
secure work outside. ©... 

Senator Rowe xu. — Will. not the Mili- 
tary College students have good oppor- 
tunities for promotion ? 

. Senator GARDINER. —That ‘is very 
questionable. ‘I venture to say that with 

he exception of the positions held by the 

“brass hats ”’ the Military Service cannot 
be regarded as a very attractive Service 
‘young men, 
enator Rowe. LT he student, after 
term, will start with £5 per week, 


eek GARDINER.—How far will 
he remuneration go? Five pounds 
1 week: ny ” very attractive 


a “ee ‘but some a these. young 
ae yeay possess talents which in other 


' handsome incomes or an early com- 

3 Why should any of these young 

; “be prevented by our Defence Act 

ing the best use of their intel- 

. These lads will start their 
ee training as boys, and at the 
close of their college term, when they may 
be twenty-one years of age, it is proposed 
that they shall still remain slaves to the 
military system for another eight years. - 


Senator Rowrety.—Their military train- | 


ing will have cost the country hundreds 
of pounds, and why should they not 

der some service for it? 

4 ‘Senator GARDINER. —There would 
be force in the honorable senator’s inter- 
jection if these young men were leaving 
Australia when their college course came 


to an end. They will be well-trained 


ers when their college term closes, and 


my view they will an of far greater 


ie to the Commonwealth if they are 


equently me mited to agar in civil 
ations. — 


ae Berecee. very ‘much the statement | 
yy. Nema vor Elliott, and - trust 


gener: eae sug beoed: 


the 


long ‘to it. . 
our military Saad eas and Hagel galas som 


If ‘any. man Li 
the Military Service feels that he has been 
unjustly treated, he should be given th 
right of appeal t6 an authority that w 
not be influenced by the petty jealousic 
of officers. Such an amendment woul 
materially improve the Bill. I know that 
the old military idea of discipline 18 
that no one should complain again: 
the authorities, and that there must k 
submission to them without questior 
Nothing is more out of date than a po 
tion of that kind. Here in the Sena 
we have authority which I am, beyon 
all others, always setting the example o 


obeying, but if that authority treats 


unfairly we have the right of appeal 
the. whole of the members of the Senate. 
That does not detract from the dignity of 
the authority or from its power to enfo1 
the rules of the Senate. Rather, it adds 
to and strengthens it, because my exper: 
ence has been that, right or wrong, a 
decision of that authority i is generally up- 
held. That is merely an illustration of 
the need for the right of appeal. I 
is no organized body Which I am aware 
of that does not provide for an appeal 
In the big railway systems of New Sout: 
Wales and Victoria Appeal Boards be 
came necessary, because the service would 


have broken down without’ them, 


A big military scheme is put forward 
under this Bill. I venture to say, know- — 
ing the many hardships which have — 
come wnder my personal notice, caused’ ‘by 


decisions given by men who on some occa- 


sions, I am inclined to think, were per 
haps actuated by a feeling of. enmity to- 
wards the person they were hitting at—— 

Senator Newianp.—Does not the hon 
orable senator think that some civili: 
connexion with the outside people would 
be an improvement on such a Board) f 
Appeal ?. | Jp 

Senator GARDINER. se we could o 
Minister, an officer, and som 
person selected by the two’ of them 
think they wold make an eae 
Board yee 

Leal: K. D. Mica ae you 


Ae 


prevent any | one authority ‘from mee 
functions beyond those which properly be- _ 
On the question of improving © 


| 7570 Defence 


Bil. 


Donndy where there is a lone © wrong 
done, I ask the Minister to consider the 
aspect put forward by Senator Elliott, 
and to see whether he cannot draft some 
amendment which will be acceptable’ to 
Senator Hllott and to other honorable 
senators, because that will possibly be bet- 
ter done by the Minister in charge of the 
Bill than by. a majority of the Senate, 
who may vote for an amendment which 
would not altogether meet with the Min- 
-ister’s approval 


I regret that the Bill contains so 
much of the military method. It is 
all compulsion from beginning to: end. 
It all goes towards strengthening the 
power of the military authority. I 
had my mind turned to two or three 
clauses in it that seem to be altogether 
out of date in time of peace. 
doubt the Bill will operate in time of 
war as well, and that the Minister is 
leoking for a time of war when the Bill 
will operate, while in peaceful times we 
shall not hear much about it. We shall 
be able to deal with the various clauses in 
Committee. In the meantime, I hope to 
be able to make myself better acquainted 
with some cf its provisions than I have 
done up to the present. 


Senator FOSTER (Tasmania) [5.25].— 
I was interested in the point of order 
taken by Senator Pratten, that we ought 
to have before us a copy of the Army 
Act when we are dealing with thfs Bill. 
IT endeavoured to obtain a copy from the 
Library, but I found that the copy kept 
there had gone. The members of this 
Chamber, particularly those who have 
had no military experience, and who know 
nothing of military methods, would do 
well to inform themselves of the big 
changes that will be effected by the sub- 
stitution of the Army Act for our present 
Defence Act. We have heard this after- 
‘noon from Senator Elliott, who has been 
a Brigadier-General, and who in the past 
has probably had the honour, or other- 
wise, of being called by the “‘ diggers ”’ 
a “brass hat,” or “one of the heads,” 
how a man in his position can be treated 
by others higher in the Military Service. 
If that is so, honorable senators can pro- 
bably appreciate the view-point of a man 
hike myself, who has served in the ranks, 
regarding some of the alterations that 
would be brought about in the Australian 
Citizen Army by the introduction of the 
Army Act, and its administration under 


much as I hate anything, and no mate 


IT have no — 


perhaps a legal man somewhere, if 


was platy . 
smilingly asked whether every case of 
supersession and so on should be dealt 
with; but to the man who suffers an in- ~ 
justice, or sometimes, let us say, a SUp- 
posed injustice, it is a matter of very = 
great moment that he should have some ~ 
Court of Appeal. There are men who © a 
know, and who have felt at times in their 
own persons, the injustices that are done © 
in the Army, and if honorable senators — 
had had similar experiences they would 
see to it that the youth of Australia are ~ 
not brought under the iron heel of mili- 
tarism. God knows, I hate militarism as” 


can hate it more. I wish to say very 
definitely, not in any bitter spirit, but be~ 
cause I believe it my duty to say it, that — 
there is in Australia to-day a military oe 
clique, and- that that clique are running” 
the military machine of Australia as suits 
themselves, despite the fact that we have 
occupying the position éf Minister for 
Defence a gentleman who, as he has said 
himself this afternoon, in effect reba 


sents the King. There is an 
saying that the King can do ee 
wrong. I know the Minister (Senator 


Pearce) would not go so far as that, 
nor do we think that the Military Board 
can do no wrong; but we do say that a 
great deal of the attempt that: is being 
made at the present time to alter ow a 
scheme of defence in Australia, and to ~ 
give greater authority to the ‘military 
heads, is being caused at the instigatios 
of those “ red-tabbed ”? gentlemen who ari 
there for a living, and who are there t 
make thé military machine to suit thee 
selves, Cut 


Under the Army Act in Great Brit 
an officer is appointed who bears the ti 
of .Judge-Advocate-General. In m 
cases he has to review, as a sort of final — 
Court of Appeal, the Lonionel of courts — 
martial, and in some cases the appeals 
those who have been subject to cour 
martial. I find no provision for that s 
of thing in Australia. I believe there a 
legal gentlemen somewhere—during - 
service with the Australian Imperial 
Force I never knew where to find the man 
who filled such a position—or there is 


ean find him, who, reviews the’ ‘find 


1 imposed by. courts apie. 
is suppo ed to be done. | 


enator “Cox.—It is not ane a 
be done, it is done. 

Senator FOSTER.—I will agree with 
the, honorable senator that it is “done. I 
go. further, however, and say that if we 
give the power which this Bill proposes to 
military officers in Australia, whether 


constituting courts martial or not, we 
should at least give to the man who is 
tried the right to appeal on any point of 
fact to the Judge-Advocate- 


law or 
General. 


‘Senator Draxr-Brocxman. — Ev 
thing goes to the J digs Wdydeete Gener! 
‘as a matter of right and course, without 
recourse to appeal. 


Senator FOSTER.—I_ have ited 
that; -but what I am suggesting is that, if 
a ‘ease goes to the Judge dvocate-General 
or review-the man himself should, if he 
o desires, have the right to put his. case 
before that officer on a question either of 
law or of fact. Let me cite a case in 
point. J know a man abroad who was 
br: ught up on a ‘trivial charge be- 
ore his Officer Commanding, and, carry- 
ng one stripe, he elected to ‘be dealt, 
v th by a ceurt martial. When he 
-eame before the court martial, he found — 
that there were two charges against him, 
instead of one. He took the point that 
the second charge could not be laid against 
him before a court martial, without his 


having been given a previous opportunit? 


to plead to it before his Officer Command- 
ing. ‘The court martial toid him he did 
ot ore. what he was talking about, and 
proceeded to hear the two charges, and 
found him guilty of both. That man 
should have had the right vo put his case 
before the J udge-Advocate-General. The 
ad might occur in Australia. The 
of the J udge-Advocate- General is a 

y onerous one. I remember a case 

broad, where a fellow in my own regi- 
ment went to sleep 6ne night whilst stand- 
ing on guard in a trench. The sergeant 
coming along, and seeing him asleep, took 
away ‘the rifle that was standing by 
him, and went to call another ser- 
pant’ as a witness. When he returned 


e found that the man had leant back, 


ty ing rk 


he as ctually taken ‘away. his : 


ave ee is was cteus: the: 

plied, “‘ You are quite wrong. 

my rifle,’ and showed by the num 
that it was his own rifle. What had hap 
pened was that, when he went on duty 
had taken the rifle of the man he hi 
relieved. “He had heen asleep all rig 
and the case went before his Officer Co 
manding, and then before a court marti 
of our own officers. They sentence: 
him to ten years’ imprisonment. | 2 
would: have served that sentence, but foi 
the fact that the case went before the 
Judge-Advocate-General, and 

General Officer Commanding. 
ral Officer Cothmanding said, ‘There 
no case. This matter should not have 
gone beyond the orderly room,” 

nulled the whole proceeding. ef 
that decision on a question of law as 
the value of evidence, I take it. Ther 
are other cases where the accused should 
have had the opportunity of putting his 
side of the question before the Judge- 
Advocate-General or the Officer oa 
manding, 


In ie American Abia I umdentan : 
that one member of a court martial in 
the case of non-commissioned officers, 
called I believe the waiting member, is a 
man of the same rank as the accused, I 
do not know whether I should be pre 
pared to go to that extent, but I think 
that in every case, and this can be pro 
vided for by regulation, there should ‘be 
on every court martial some man with 
legal knowledge. That should be pro 
vided for even in our Citizen Forces, 
where courts martial may be held. I am 
‘not saying that it has not been done in 
the past, but he should be there in eve 
case to advise the other members of t! 
court martial on matters of laws a 


Senator Cox.—That. was one of th 
things that we did in the latter part o 
the war. We deliberately trained ote 
for that purpose, for courts martial, © 

Senator FOSTER.—I know that, but 
the men who were trained in that way fo 
courts martial were trained to fill phe Poe 
tion of prosecutor. 

Senator Cox.—To sit on the et : 

Senator FOSTER.—They went to. 
Court as prosecutor. y 

Senator Rows.1.—No. 

‘Benatar FOSTER.—I bo the - ho or 

able SeHAON s ae : . 


oe eM | Defence 


eb was to act as the prosecutor. 
- military senators should be told that the 
prosecutor at a court martial is not the 
‘prosecutor in the same sense of the word 
“as the prosecutor in a Crimmal Court. 


He is also supposed to advise the court 
upon points of law, but is never a mem- 
ber of the court martial itself. I do not 
think that Senator Cox could say he had 
. knowledge of any standing or permanent 

court martial abroad. These were always 
-eonvened by the commanding officer as 

offences came. up for donsideration. 


I think, also, that greater attention 
might be directed to the ‘question of train- 
ing our Citizen Force officers in the duties 

‘pertaining to a court martial, and incul- 

cating in them something of ‘the judicial 
‘mind, so that with their knowledge of 
military law they should be able to arrive 
at just decisions, and, in the words of the 
popular opera, “make the punishment 
fit the crime.” I am afraid that on many 
occasions officers presiding over a court 
martial—I am not referring to cases that 
came before a Judge-Advocate-General— 
did not know very much about their 
duties. In this connexion’ I may relate a 
story which, perhaps, is a little far- 


_ fetched, but which will illustrate my - 


point. It is the story of a young com- 
manding officer presiding over a court, 
and not knowing much what to do, so, 
turned to the sergeant- “major, who was ad- 
-vising him, and. said, “ Sergeant-major, 
what shall I do? Shall I fine him £1?” 
“No, sir,” said the sergeant-major; ‘* you 
cannot do that.” Well, shall I fine him 
Raa IN Oy Stel ong: cannot do that.”’ 
Well,” said the commanding officer, 
hot shall I do?” ‘' I think, sir,” re 
plied the sergeant-major, ‘‘ that I would 
admonish him.” ‘‘ Very good,” said the 
_ eommanding officer ; and, turning to the 
man on trial, he said, “You are ad- 
‘monished : and, Sergeant- Major, you see 
_ that he does it!” This story, though 
_ probably an exaggeration, reflects the ex- 
_periences of the men, not at the top in 
Military affairs, but at the bottom. 
_ Senator Deen BrockMAN.—We have 
all been there from the bottom upwards. 
Senator FOSTER.—Well, not recently, 
“at all events. I can speak from experi- 
ence, and I hope I shall not be accused of 


: bitterness when I say that it would. be. 


_ as well to have our officers trained in a 
- jor alee of military law and in the cul- 
ij Pvation of a Judicial mind. 


_{seNATE 1 


Non: 3 


compare more than favorably w: h 


better treatment from Aust aae eri 


a think I have ese yea mentioned 


‘dealt ou 4 to British saliees A 


Sanktor Be ae have head , 
by a man who served in our Forces the 
taking the Australian Imperial For 
courts martial by and large, they wou 
administration of justice i in the mth. 
Courts. ? 


served ‘abroad eller that they pu 


case of a man who approached me in 


tions that had bo made in his pay. 
said that when he was in prison in 
land he was sent for one! *day, and had to 
appear in the governor’s office, where he 
found the Primgs Minister (Mr. Hughes’ 
going through the pile of papers deali 

with his case, He told me that Mr. H gl 


for being absent mito leave for 
days. What do you think of it? 
hot, isn’t it?” “ Yes, sir,” repli 
man. ‘‘ Why did you not make 
about it?” asked the Prime M 


any good, ” he replied. 
the Prime wnat 


“All right 
“you will be 


or 
Senator PRATTEN. a W as that § 


SB uatoe F OSTER. vee 
got two years. 
Senator Prarren.—That hardly 
out what you said just now ag 
tralian courts Bk ae ny 


able that for a similar offence, a 
court martial would have im} 
sentence of ten years. : 

Senator Draxe-Brock man. — 7 
fence ‘‘ absent without leave ’ 
lot or nothing. Everything depen 
whether the regiment was in oe li: 
in the back. areas, 


a Soka the opinion ; 


ne Minister after his perusal 
a papers. This man who had served 
Be ronthy was released. within 48° peur 


test: deiead ith. oa years’ ldeductitn of 
his. pay, because, as I have shown, he had 
been sentenced "to two years’ imprison- 
‘ment. When.-he spoke to me on the sub- 
ject, he said, “T went back into the line 
and got ‘oracked ? and gassed, and now I 
find they have deducted two years’ pay. 

t is a bit rough to be hit up like this. 

oO pice a i is a fair deal ’’? I a 


fair eal: | hak the Minister for Detenbs 
(Senator Pearce) expressed the same view. 
yhen the papers came before him. 
am not cavilling at the treat- 
meted out «to. our men on. 
service, — because it was war 


Hand lives. pace 
_ But a do say 


(ae ae ie the Citizen Forces of this 
ountry. I understand that under this 
n officer may order a man to be 

isoned for three months for offences 

st the military law. I do not want 
youth of Australia to run that risk; 
without any disrespect to the Min- 

I warn the Senate against adopting 
bolus the provisions of the British 

- Act, and against accepting some- 

g@ which has been foisted upon‘ this 
ommunity by the military ela which 

re have in Australia. 


we hia pages wad eu as -one 
3, SO. en can guite understand that 
there is something more than the 


ee of the Defence Act, hag 


earlier: on: the session. It: eal 
extremely advantageous if the eight 
honorable senators who served this 

ti the Front during the late war, 


pate oe Australia of. that mai: 


which was typified in the war, sien 
went on during the war. 


ani 

some of his own ‘experiences, 

risked a retort from those concerned th 
he bas done so from feteonee re 


Visors will enable a, retort of he na Te 
to be made effectively. He has put up 

case that calls for further inquiry. A 
I understand him, he stated most deli 
berately and emphatically, that becaus 
of certain actions he related in connexiot 
with his own command at the Front, h 


was threatened or told by General Bird 


wood that what he had done was a’ és 

against his future military career. I have. 
never been an admirer of General Bird 

wood. I say quite frankly and openly now 


‘and I think I have said it before, that 


ae General Birdwood to some extent as. 
‘* lime lighter.’’ I have reasons for say- 
ing this, ee do not desire to recapitulate 


them now. We have been told this after. 


noon by a man who was there, that. Gene 
ral Birdwood’s Chief of Staff, General. Sin 


-Brudenell White, left the ‘A naorelans com 


mand when it was taken over ae Sir J Hou 
Monash. ie eae 


Sahar PRATTEN. _We ie be 
told by General Elliott that when the 
command of the Australian Division ' 
taken over by Sir John Monash, Genera! 
Sir Brudenell White left that section of 
the line, at all events. 4 
- Senator PEarce.—But you se that 
General Birdwood was Commander of th 
Australian Imperial Force until the ¢ 


> of the war. 


; of their experiences in‘ 


EYE! 


Defence 


Senator Prarnce.—Why accept a state- 
ment which you know to be incorrect? 
The-honorable senator is assuming that 
General Birdwood severed his connexion 
with the Australian Imperial Force. 

Senator Garpiner.—So he did for all 
practical purposes. He took another 
command. 

Senator Pe an —I was not there 
because [ was over age. If I understood 


_ the Hanomble senator aright, he said that 


General Sir Brudenell White ,left the 
Australian Head-quarters with General 
Sir William Birdwood when General Sir 
John Monash took over the supreme com- 
mand of the Australian Imperial Force. 

Senator PEarce.—General Monash 
took over an Army Corps, and General 
Birdwood still remained in command of 
the Australian Imperial Force. 

Senator Exritiorr.—Not in the field. 

Senator PRATTEN.—When experts 
differ perhaps honest men will get their 
rights. I do not know the facts; but Iam 
endeavouring to follow the honorable sena 
tor up to this point. The suggestion he 
left in my mind was that General Sir 
Brudenell White was not an Australian, 
but an officer of the British Army, whose 
inclinations and sentiments were with the 
British, and not with the Australian 
Army under General Monash. 

We now come to the point made by 
Senator Hlhott that General Sir Brude- 
nell White is now in the Defence 
Department, and has associated. with 
him General Sellheim, General Forsyth, 
and Colonel Thomas, who constitute the 
Australian Military Board. | I am not 
clear as to whether an appeal can be 
made from that Board to the Minister, 
and perhaps the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce) will assist me. 

Senator Prarce.—The Minister pre- 
sides over the Board, and can veto any 
action of the Board. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Supposing the 
Minister as presiding officer should be ab- 
sent, can an appeal be,made direct to the 
Minister ? 

Senator Pearce.—Even if the Minister 
is absent, the Board cannot. function 
without the approval of the Minister, or 
some other Minister acting on his behalf. 

Senator PRATTEN.—We have reached 
the point that, by implication, General 
Sir Brudenell White is more British in 
sentiment than Australian. 

Senator Prarcu.—Does the: 


honorable 
senator say that? 
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_ White, who, by inclination and service, — 


‘ money. 


Senator PRATTEN.—That is the im 
plication, and it has — so stated by 
Senator Elliott. 

Senator PEARCE. ts the hotlotae 
senator prepared to say that General Si 
Brudenell White is more British in senti 
ment than Australian ? 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am a agua : 
that, but endeavouring to understand the 
position as set out by some honorable 
senators. J am sorry that Senator Glas- — 
gow is not present, and I am hoping that 
Senator Drake-Brockman and Senator 
Duncan will tell us more about this very — 
interesting position. I am endeavouring, — i 
so far as a layman can, to follow the re ~ 
marks that have been made, and with my = 
non-military mind to come to a fair con- ss 
clusion as to what is the actual position. __ 
In reverting to General Sir Brudenell 


we have been told, is more British than 
Australian, we come to General Sellheim, } 
who wears a soldiers’ badge, and who, it 
has been said, was at the front for only 3 
two days. I have been informed that 
this officer spent the principal part of his 
time in the Paymaster’s office in London. 
Then we come to Colonel Thomas. | 

Senator Pzarce.—General Sellheim was. 
at; the administrative Head-quarters in 
Egypt. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am willing to 
accept the correction; but it makes no 
difference whether he was in London or 
in. Egypt, because that is immaterial to 
my argument. At any rate, he was per- 


forming civilian service, and Colonel 
Thomas, I understand, was in a similar 
position. See) 


Senator Prarce.—He is not a. soldieae 
at all. He was head of the Pay Branch, 

Senator PRATTEN.—Then I shall de- 
scribe him as a ‘‘ civilian soldier.’”? Then — 
we have General Forsyth, whose ex- te 
perience on active service covers the whole 
of the Gallipoli campaign. The Board 
consists of these four men, and is pre- s 
sided ,over by the Minister for Detengan us 
who we know was a non-combatant. = 


Senator Prarce.—Very much so. ~~ 
Senator PRATTEN.—These gentlem n 


are controlling the military situation a 
Australia, and are, in effect, responsible 


for the expenditure of a large sum of 


Coming to the Bill, which is bo ‘e i: ee 
administered by these men, I may say 
that my major ob jaet on to its poe 


do not rey with our ee as 
tion. I have never seen the British Army 
_, Act, and, temperamentally, I am_ not 
a. likely to record an affirmative vote in 
favour of something I have never seen. 
In my capacity as a “responsible legislator, 
I am not likely to record a vote in favour 
of something I do not understand. In 
my early days, IT can recall seeing a 
number of red coats, and I am going to 
assume for the purpose of my argument 
_ that the British Army Act has been built 
up possibly from the days of the periwig, 
- pipeclay belts, and the rope’s end, and 
has been added to as the result of the 
_ experience gained during the recent war. 
I feel that I am on safe ‘ground i in assum- 
ing that an Army Act was in force 
before the last. war commenced, and that 


oo tbat Act has been amended and) 
e “added to, and _ is now the British 
. Army Act. I do not know anything 

col the” British Army Act or of 


the powers it gives. Neither do I know 
anything of the decisions come to by the 
~ eouncil of five, comprising the Minister 
for Defence and the four persons I have 
mentioned. I consider that the point of 
_ order I raised in connexion with this Bill 
was justified, because the question needs 
some consideration, inasmuch as if we 
passed clause 18- we would be grafting 
- the British Army Act on to this Bill. I 
think I am safe in saying that the 
majority of thé members of this Senate 
do not know what they are doing. 
Senator Foster said that he endeavoured 
_ to secure a copy of the British Army 
Act from the Library without success, 
eo and in these circumstances I am not 
_ inclined to give an affirmative vote, at 
any rate on clause 18; until I have fur- 
_ ther information. 


: “With | “my honorable friend I am 
an intense anti-militarist, and I am 
¥ not enamoured of those gentlemen, 


oe and present, who have so largely 
controlled the operations of the De- 
fence Department. I am not enam- 
 oured of giving power to any one .to 
impose savage sentences for minor 
offences in times -of peace. I am not 
inclined to give power to military author- 
ties, with little experience and no sym- 
pathy, to che discipline men who, by 

in the Citizen Poross 
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Menener FAIBBAIRN. oean the “nea 
able senator give an instance of a Sas Ve 
sentence being imposed ? | 

Senator PRATTEN My agar 
refers to the possibility of it occurring — 
if the British Army Act is graf.ed on to 
the military system of Australia as 
designed in this Bill. I am not at all 
enamoured of our military policy, Th 
last conflict was not a war of human ‘ 
units, but one of machines. It was a 
anos chemists, and as a result of the 
forthcoming Imperial Conference in 
London, I trust that the whole of our 
Naval and Defence policies will go into 
the melting pot, and earnest considera-— 
tion be given, not to red-tape, red tabs, — 
military discipline, forming fours, or 


doing the goose-step, but to the anne | 


facture in Australia of machinery and — 
the necessary appliances which would help 
us in times of emergency. We should — 
establish laboratories so that chemists _ 
would be able to work on the manufacture — 
of munitions. tea 

Senator Prarcre.—All that has been : 
done, and is being continued. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Where, 
how ? 

Senator PEarcE.—By the red tabs. 
Senator PRATTEN.—By General Sell- 
heim ? i 

Senator Cox.—We must have the - men 
to man the guns. 3 

Senator PRATTEN.—I have already : 
said that the recent war was one of 
chemists and mechanics, and the next 
war will probably be not only one of 
machinery and chemicals, but of nations, — 
and the Australian nation will have to 
mobilize and organize for defence. No 
defence scheme will be effective unless we 
mobilize the whole of our resources, 
particularly if it is a war of defence. 


Pea 


amd. 
se, one 


It was pointed out by Senator EI i 
that the provisions in the Bill regarding 
badges are more military than is reason- 
able, and any amendment he may move 
in the direction he indicated will have 


support. 


Something has been said about compt 
sory training. I am not at all clear tha 
the present system is producing the be 
results. In view of what occurred dur 
ing the recent war, I am not sure that 
is not a system which is as dead as J ulius 
Oxsar. Whilst I do not wish to attack 
the principle of universal compulsory 
ast ik ene IT am inclined e think 


Me 
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that he system is getting more and more 
into narrow official circles, and that the 
reason which underlies it is being lost 
sight of in heaps of, red-tape. 

Senator Prarce.—There was never a 
time when the citizens of this country 
‘were taking a greater par in compulsory 
training. 

Senator PRATTEN.—So far as my 
own State is concerned, there are many 
bitter complaints against the action of 
the military authorities in “ drag- 
netting ” every youth into a camp, irre- 
spective of his domestic or other, circum- 
stances. 

Senator Prarce—That is an argu- 
ment against compulsory training. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Quite so. I am 
merely voicing some of the complaints 
_which are being made in my own State 
in regard to the administration of the 
present law. 


I have no wish to delay the Sones 
unnecessarily, but I feel that a Bill 
which covers twenty-five pages of print, 
which contains seventy-one clauses, 
accompanied, as it is, by another ex- 
planatory measure consisting of forty- 
four pages of printed matter, together 
with the British Army Act, which con- 


tains almost as many words as does the - 


Bible, ought not to be dealt with hur- 
riedly. In addition, we have to consider 
the regulations in connexion with the 
whole of our defence scheme, In these 
‘circumstances I hope that honorable sena- 
tors, and especially those who possess 
military experience, will not allow this 
occasion to pass without offering some 
Gomments upon the whole position—past, 
present, and future. I trust that they 
will give’ us some more interesting per- 
sonal reminiscences, such as were nar- 
rated this afternoon by Senator Elliott 
and Senator Foster. In view of the volu- 
minous matter which has to be carefully 
considered in connexion with this Bill, 
and seeing that military policies are in 
a state of flux by reason of the world’s 
position, of the establishment of the 
League of Nations, and of the attitude 
of America towards that body, the con- 
sideration of the measure might very well 
‘be postponed till a more fitting period 
towards the close of the present year. A 
revolution ig necessary in 


_ tunate in that the Senate pose ea 


pil number of otiicers at would be 


tenants to-morrow. Upon Gallipoli 


military 


methods i in Australia as the result of the tie oheee who poncmipanin’ them. 


Cig WIiLson Met are very f 


able assistance in the consideration 
this measure.’ 


Senator PRATTEN.—We are. 


Senator COX (New South a 
[6.10].—I have listened very patiently 


way in which courts martial were con 
ducted during the recent war. The A 
tralian Imperial Force had a good dea 
of experience of these tribunals, and, 
time passed, and we found that all ¢ 
senior officers and officers with experien 
were being shot out, young men had to — 
be appointed in their places who were 
probably not familiar with the a eo 
adopted by courts martial. 


officer who was granted a commission w S 
to be trained in that procedure. I say, 
without fear of Rene that e 


of courts martial. pon top of pt 
had the J ude Advocate-General, who 


Se in favour of the oe 
ways gave him the benefit of it. se 


ae field beouuse we had not ae 
aed men in musbratia, and becaus 


quired during the war. Thus it ¢ 
about that men who were troopers or no 
commissioned officers to-day were lie 


losses were so great that we could not senc 

these men away in order that they might 
secure the necessary training, but they 

were men who had landed on the Penin- 
sula, and who had been thoroughly 
trained in Egypt before they went there. 
The first Force which landed on Gal 
was as thoroughly trained as it was 


sible for them to be, and so also. x 


not sufficien trained men in reserve to 
fill the gaps. thus created. But the men 
vho- took the places of the fallen had 
been trained as troopers and non-commis- 
sioned officers. As soon'as the oppor- 
“tunity occurred, these men were sent to 
‘ae of instruction in order that they 
ight be fitted for the commissions which 
oh ae: held, and which included the con- 
a duct of courts martial. It is part of an 
 officer’s duty to understand that. It is 
a : absolutely wrong to decry our own 
officers. It is admitted that our men were 
well cared for, and that they received 
fair and honest treatment, We must re- 
member that all the men who went away 
from here,.were not angels. Let. me give 
- the other side of the picture. I remember 
having a man under my command who 
deliberately told an officer on board 
‘ship that he would not go on shore at 
Gallipoli. He was taken ashore, and he 
then said that he would not g0 into the 
front line. — 


yp Senator Pamparen.—Did oe shoot 
nim ? 


“! Ae ilion COX. {37he honorable senator 
ought to know what is the law of this 
country. An Aastralian cannot be shot 
for refusing to enter the front line. If 
a man’ were shot for such an offence 
‘there would be a big row about it. This 
particular fellow was tried by court 
martial. His regiment happened to be 
‘in the front line, and he had to go pretty 
close to that line in order to have the 
‘court martial ‘constituted. The divi- 


that he had received a pretty severe sen- 
tence, and that I ought to give him a 
chance. I replied, “I will not have him. 
Do what you like with him.” The man 
» ‘wag then . given certain work to do at 
Anzac Cove. Evidently he had made up 
his mind that he would not fight and that 
8 he would not work. While he was dow 
in the front line and was being nursed 


Ss staff ‘officers while walking past 
man was set upon by him and 're- 
ed a terrible doing. The offender was 


gratuity. 


in the world. 


the working of the British Army Act, s 


“in two or three particulars, one of whie 


2 man under him who will not do exactl 
ce ‘sional commander afterwards - told me im nen 


will be left in the lurch. 
matter how fine the 


Q who did not implicitly obey him shou 


yy this divisional general, one of the 


a court martialled, and as a result | 
off Gallipoli. Yet. that. man had 
: “ ee vee or t will out: you.” ih 


Senator eetcte. Manag, you ee Woe 


Senator COX —I do not think that 
did. We must be just to both sides 
Our men, I contend, received a fair a 
honest deal. During the latter part of 
the war practically all the officers hi 
risen from the ranks and had been By 
the best possible training. us 

Senator RGN esd Hey were a ve "y 
good lot. ; 

Senator COX. Bay eee record will bene 
fair comparison with that of any officers | 


Senator Dunoan.—Did the ‘honorahlen : 
senator have any practical experience of 


far as its application to Australia is con o 
cerned ? : 

Senator COX.—We were always one | 
ing under the British Army Act, except 


was that we could not order a man to be . 
shot. That prohibition was imposed at 
the express wish of the Commonwealth, 
Government. 

Senator Prarce—Our Defence Ae 
prohibits that. 

Senator COX.—We worked practicall 
under the British Army Act. ! 

Senator Duncan.—Did the honorable 
senator \find that its application to the 
Australian Forces involved any hardship G 
to them as compared with the Tommies? 

Senator COX.—No. It provides fo 
every possible. contingency. When w | 
place officers in the field we must give — 
them absolute control of the Forces under 
them: If a commander-in-chief hag 


what he has been told to do, the form 
It does not 
intentions of the 
commander-in-chief may be if his sub- 
ordinates will not co-operate with him. 
Consequently I would vest the comman- 
der-in-chief with plenary powers. J 
mediately he was appointed, every man 


be told that he ought to get back to At ge 

tralia in order that another. man mig 

be put in his place. oe 
Senator Exrrortr— How far would ihe 

honorable. senator go? PG ie 
Senator COX.—To the limit. T woul 

say to my subordinate, “ You do. what | A 
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‘Senator Brijorn Conunit murder, Senator COX.—The Minister for 


for instance? 

Senator COX.—I would: say that if 
he disobeyed my orders he should 
get off the field or I would do. so. 

Senator Pratren.—What we are ob- 
jecting to is the application of the Army 
Act in time of peace. 

Senator COX.—We must have the 
Army Act. How otherwise can we ad- 
minister the Army? If I am commander- 
in-chief of the Army, and the honorable 
senator is to be my boss and tell me what 
I am to do, I might as well leave my 
position. 

Senator Reip.—iIn administering the 
Army Act, did Australian officers find 
any difficulty in being humane and 
generous to those charged with offences ? 

Senator COX.—No. they did not. 

Senator Reip.—Did they make any bad 
use of the Army Act, from the honorable 
senator’s experience ? 

Senator COX.—Absolutely no. 

Senator Duncan.—Does the honorable 
senator say that the whole of the officers 
of the Australian Imperial Force had a 
practical working knowledge of the Army 
Act? 

Senator COX.—I do not say that the 
whole of them had such a knowledge. I 
have tried to explain that. I say that we 
did our level best to give them a practical 
knowledge of ocurts martial. 

Senator Duncan.—The Army 
covers a great deal more than that. 
Pomenabcr OOX,-. am: aware. of that: 
but a ‘young subaltern, a major, or a 
colonel constituting an ordinary court 
martial for the trial of offences of drunk- 
enness and absence without leave do not 
require all that knowledge. It must be 
remembered also that there are senior 
staff officers who may be called upon to 
give advice. Then in serious cases inex- 
perienecd men are not put on courts 
martial. There are senior officers to ad- 
vise as to the persons to constitute a 
court martial. Sergeant Jones, or any 
Tom, Dick, or Harry cannot form a 
court martial. The members of a court 
martial are nominated by senior officers. 
I say that the British Army Act is ab- 
solutely necessary, 

Senator FAtRBAIRN.—AOur officers must 
understand it in peace time as well as in 
war time. 


| Senator COX.—That is so. 


» Senator Prarren.—lIs it necessary to 
apply it to our Forces in peace time? 


Act 


without fear of contradiction. 


‘provisions in it that need very carefu 


fence can exnlain its application in peace 
time. Honorable senators are aware that 
quite a number of young fellows passively 
resist the present form, of , compulsory © 
training, and their parents deliberately “ 
encourage them in doing so. If we have 
not the power to make these boys undergo 
training, what are we to do? . 


Senator Prarren.—The objection of. the Ww 
parents may be a conscientious objection. ei 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Order! There are too many 
inter jections, 
4 Senator COX That iscall @ have pee 
say. I should like to put ib on record ‘ 
that I really believe that our men got fair 
and honest treatment by all the courts 
martial, 

Senator Dunean.—Does the honorable 
senator think that Australian soldiers will 
submit to thé same kind and decree of 
discipline as will the ordinary Britis 
soldier ? i 

Senator COX. SA bsolitele Put Aus | 
tralian men under Australian officers and 
they will submit to discipline. I say that 


Senator E.iiorr.—Before the hone 
able senator resumes his seat, I shou do 
like to ask him one question, 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! 
not. a cross-examination. 


This a 


Setting suspended from 6.27 to 8 Dp. a 


Senatof DRAKE-BROCKMAN (Wes 
ern Australia) [8.0].—My friend, Sena 
tor Pratten, has, I think, deliberately 
out to ae be draw on five Bill those, mem 


cerned oe has succeeded in drawing me. 7, 
I do not propose to deal with all the Spey 
dents that have pic brought i es. after 


a Committee Bill, and théras are mart 


consideration before we adopt them. The ~ 

first thing that needs most careful con- 
sideration by the Senate is the proposal — 
to adopt the whole of the British Arm 
Act. and’ incorporate it in this measur. 
Particularly is that a large pill to a 
the Senate to swallow when honorab 
senators have not had an opportunity of 
examining that Act. Consequently, it is 

an advantage that those members of the 
Senate who have worked under the Act 
should express their opinions regardi 2 8 


~* 


_ I am sure Senator Pratten will be glad 
to know my opinion of it. I have no 
hesitation in saying that the British Army 

tig Act: is one of the most perfect specimens 
of draftsmanship in existence on any 
statute-book in the world. It is not a 
thing that has been thought out in five 

'. minutes. It has been growing and deve- 
' loping with the British Army. In it is 
: incorporated the experience of 300 or 400 
years of soldiering in: peace time and sol- 
diering in war time. We who were in the 


tunity of appreciating the merits of that 
measure, and so far as I know the mem- 
bers of the Australian Imperial Force 
have not suffered by reason of the fact 
‘that they were administered under it. 
Ex-soldiers there this afternoon have said 
clearly and distinctly that the form of 
trial used on active service for soldiers 
is the fairest form of trial that exists 
Me under any system in the world. With 
_ that I entirely agree. 
Senator PRATTEN. —Would you qualify 
et by saying “‘ military form of trial ”’ ? 


- Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — I 
Bhat do nothing of the sort. I shall stick 
_ to my guns and say it is the fairest form 
_ of trial I have ever been associated with 
_ vr have ever read of. I need not remind 
honorable senators that I have had some 
little experience in the Courts of Law in 
at least two States of Australia, and, 
- moreover, i have appeared in several 
“capacities in connexion with many courts 
- martial on active service. 
sided over many courts martial on active 
_ service, I have been a member of many 


Va 


active service, and I have no hesitation 

in giving my opinion in very definite 
terms. I agree with the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) that it is very 
desirable that the Act which governs the 
“Military Forces of Australia should: be 
the same in peace as in war. Did this 
Parliament hesitate to send the men of 
Australia on active service: to be governed 
by the Army Act? Not in the least. \I 
would remind the Senate that—and in 
some respects it was a rather fortunate 
__thing—that Act was being administered 
_ by Australian officers 10,000 miles away 
from this Parliament and’ from public 
criticism in Australia.’ Can ° honorable 
‘senators point to any occasion when those 
Australian officers abused the confidence 
ae this eects ecw in them ? 
i has 


Australian Imperial Force had an oppor- , 


I have pre-- 


courts over which I have not presided on. 


were very rare. If, then, Parhamen was” 
prepared to trust the men. of Australia — 
10,000 miles away from home, and from 
the criticism that counted, ae from, ha 


Lars " 


a very free press, ih boreal ~does nat 
hesitate to criticise anybody and every 
body, and a Parliament that is most vigi 
lant to see that no abuse-is Perera 
under this or any other Act? S 
Senator GARDINER.—Do you not thine 
that we, who do not know the Act, should 
have it before us! ap 
Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — I 
have said that the Ministry are asking 
this Parliament to swallow a very big 
pill in expecting it to accept the Army 
‘Ach, which members have not had. an 
cpportunity of seeing or reading. It is — 
because they. have not had an opportunity: a 
of seeing or reading it, and because I 
have had an opportunity of working ‘ 
under it, that I thought that the mem-_ 
bers of the Senate would like to have my 
opinion on it. I have given that opinion - 
as straight as I know how to give it. if 
honorable senators were prepared to trust 
Australian officers to administer that Act 
when there was practically no possibility a 
of criticism, why do they hesitate to_ 
allow Australian officers in peace time to 
administer the same Act, when they have — 
every opportunity of watching most care- — 
fully everything that those officers dot 
Senator Earte.—Does the honorable 
senator say that the Act is as applicable — 
to the Citizen Forces of Australia: as 1b” 
is to the Permanent Forces of England + 
Senater. DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — 
do, I say that that Act, administered by 
conscientious and capable officers, is such 
a perfect document, and of such perfec 
draftsmanship, that ‘it is just as applicable 
to the Citizen Forces of Australia in ti 
of peace as it is to the Forces of Au 
tralia, or of the Empire, in time of war 
Senator Pratrten.—Do you not thi 
the lay members of the Senate ought 
have an opportunity of judging, too 
- Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN 
agree with the honorable senator. | ) 
Senator RowEtt. et was suber - | 


nk 


tive caval Federation. 
Senator DRAKE- BROCKMAN. 


West Australian. Act. I am not ge 6 
about the other States, but I eye tha 
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bei of the Forces in Australia, at one 
time or other, have been administered — 
under that Act. Those who are familiar 
with the Australian Defence Act and 
regulations, and have tried to work under 
it, can bear me out that it is a most in- 
. different instrument to work under, as 
compared with the British Act. It is 
a thing that was produced a few years 
ago, and it has disclosed many weak- 
nesses, 
I would administer or under which I 
‘ would be administered, I should have no 
hesitation in accepting the British Act. 

_ Senator Exuiorr.—Why not bring it in 
in the Bill? 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—That 
is not my business, Perhaps 
have been a great deal better if the Minis- 

try had seen fit to bring down the whole 
of that’ Act as a new measure for us to 
donsider in detail. However, that has not 
‘been done, and because it has not been 
‘done ‘I desire to give the Senate the 
benefit of what little experience and 


knowledge I have of it, so that the pill 


which the members of the Senate are asked 
to swallow may have a little coating of 
‘sugar on it before they try to digest it. 


There is one matter which my gallant 
and distinguished friend, Senator Elliott, 
has referred to, and in referring to which 
he has displayed the same courage that 
“he was so celebrated for in the field. He 
has not hesitated to bring up a matter 
which concerns himself very closely, in 
order to illustrate what he considers a 
‘great defect in our present system. He 
has pointed out that when an officer of 
his seniority has to appeal to the Military 
Board, it is a case of appealing from 
Cesar to Cesar; 
it down, the only man who can give a 
ruling or an order that can affect a man 
of the gallant’and distinguished senator’s 
seniority in the Military Forces, is a 
member of that Board. When he is 
dissatisfied with any ruling that may be 
given against him, he is virtually com- 
pelled to appeal to the same man as has 
already decided it. I do not propose to 
go into the merits or otherwise of the 
honorable senator’s complaint, but it is a 
matter that ought to be considered by the 
Government, cso that, when a senior officer 
feels that he: has a grievance, there may 
be some Court to which he can appeal for 
finality and satisfaction. I am most care- 
ae ane to go into cg oie of the matter 
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iat here, and we have heard one side, | 


Tf I had the choice as to which. 


it would 


because,when you boil | 


-and the present Board were the in 


Bal, 


that my ne ae distinguished ¥ 
referred to this afternoon. I 
nothing more about it than he has 


with the courage for which he is 
famous, he has not ene ita to illust 


much inclined to. agree with the honorable 
senator that there should be a further a 

peal to the Governor-General and the 
Executive Council from the decisions ie) 
the Military Board. 


that appeal to senior pieces : 


ee DRAKE- BROCKMAN a : 


manding officer has given a decision tl 
affects any one junior to him—and b&b 

‘commanding officer’? I mean, broadly 
speaking, anybody who is in command of 
a unit, that is, from a colonel corn 


ys 
0 


may be lteative There a man is fio ap. 
pealing from ape % Cesar, but, in 


the appeal ‘eaeentlo’ in calling it ‘an ap 
peal from Cesar to Crsar. However, 
there is no reason ve the ie abe 


the Beihieh oyetele wane tiers: is a 
appeal in every case right up to 
Majesty. Why should it not be the eax 
here? That system is the result of hi 
dreds of years of experience. It m1 
remembered that that perfect piec 
legislation to which I have al 
referred was designed 
to effect. discipline. but ako 
protect the people who were discipli 
While I advocate the introduction of 
Bill, I ch think it youd ay a 


i in Aveta: I do nee s ‘ 
as Senator Pearce thought I did, 
this right of appeal should be c¢ fin 
only to senior officers, but, if it 


Court of Appeal for everybody pie ty 


would ype be Fe a very good. eae, 
system. | 


: astically by. the ‘‘diggers’’ 


great. sees: were Sa rie in in- 
ducing me to address the Senate, In the 
course of his speech he criticised two very 
- distinguished officers who have been 
associated with the Australian Imperial 
Force. His first criticism was levelled 
against eee Birdwood, 
eharacterized as a ‘‘limelighter.’’ If 
_ General tno were merely a “‘lime- 
_lighter,’’ why was he received so enthusi- 
of Australia 
on the occasion of his recent visit? I am 
not here to defend General Birdwood. i 
_ think that his reception by our soldiers 
“was a greater defence than any words of 
mine could possibly be. He is not only 
a very able and distinguished General, 
but I have no hesitation in saying he 
| -ereated for himself an affection from the 
men who served under him that is seldom 
inspired ‘by one man towards another. 


Senator Pratrzn.—There two 
opinions about thet 


DRAKE - BROCKMAN.— 


are 


Senator | 


. ‘There may be two opinions as the honor- 


able senator suggests. The opinion I 
_ have expressed is held by 99.9 per cent. 
‘of the men who served under him. The 
other opinion may be held by .1 per cent. 
of the men referred to. I have had an 
opportunity of judging, because I have 
served with | these men under General 


_ Birdwood. ‘I have been amongst men of 


all ranks and all classes, and this is the 
conclusion © I have come to, and is 
the reason why I protest so strongly 
against ‘the attack made upon him by 
Senator Pratten. The other officer 
attacked was Sir Brudenell White, who, 
- aecording to Senator Pratten, was an 
importation. I believe [I am correct in 
saying that General White was born in 
pemoensland and was educated there. 


.. Senator Peer No. 
in ‘Victoria. 2 


Senator — 
‘Well, at all events, he was born in Aus- 
tralia and educated here, 
life, iL understand, as a clerk in a Queens- 
i land bank. From there, he went into 
the Military Forces, and jt was not long 

before he made himself fairly prominent. 
Then he was elected to go to England for 
truction t a stafi rea oles 


He 'was born 


whom he. 


DRAKE - BROCKMAN.— 


He started 


strength and their weaknesses 


Sannioe - DRAKE- _BROOKMAN. 
That is so. He was the first Australian 
officer to pass through the college, ant 
moreover, he passed at the head of hi 
year. Then after a short service in : 
England, he returned to Australia an 
went on active service with the Australia 0 
Imperial Force, so that this very dis 
tinguished officer, who has been describer 
by Senator Pratten as an importatio 
with leanings towards troops from othe 
parts of the Empire rather than to those — 


‘of Australia, has, with the exception 0 


portion of his educational period, serv 
exclusively with the Australian troop: 
Moreover, he was the chief staff officer 
of the frst Australian Division on Galli 
poli, and it was under his direction, sub 
ject to the supervision of General Bridge 
that the efficient training of th 
first Australian troops in Egypt was cal 
ried out, and to which, in no small me: 
sure, they owed their wonderful success 
in the field and at the landing on Galli- 
poli. The work which this officer per 


formed has evoked praise from every mi 


tary scientist and critic of any note with 
in the British Empire. The evacuation 
of Gallipoli was principally his work. 
have no hesitation in saying that, pe 
to General Monash, General Sir Brudenell , 
White is the most ‘distinguished and aos. 
able officer that Australia has produced. 
Senator Pratten.—Then you do. lace 
Sir General Monash first? . 
Senator DRAKE- BROCKMAN. — 
have stated that, next to General. Mon: 
ash General White is the most distr 
guished and capable officer that Australia 
has produced, and I do nt hesitate to 
add.that he is the most distinguished d 
capable permanent officer in Australia 
at the present time. But that he should 
be Cesar, and that there should be an 
appeal only from Cesar to Cesar, I 
not advocate, despite my admiration 
his ability and integrity. be 
There has been criticism of other offi- i 
cers of the Australian staff. — 
before the war, we were not in 9 pi 
tion to assess the value of members of t 


Imperial Force are only foo well a are 
that, in the permanent Forces, th 
many men who shou'd be pension 
and got rid of. The war parE their 

I do not 


7 of 500 any” [provision in the Bill giving 


v 
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the Minister power to dispense with these 
inefficient officers, and I do not suppose 
we shall ever get rid of them until we 
establish some system. of pensions, which 
I should like to see incorporated in this 
measure, so that we would not have this 
unfortunate weight of inefficients at- 
tached to the military machine. 

Senator RowELut.—We want a super- 
annuation scheme. 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN.—Pro- 


ably that would meet the difficulty. 


The Minister knows this es wel as I do, 
but he is powerless to get rid of, the ineffi- 
cient officers. I used to think that I 
would like to be Minister for Defence for 
just about three months, so as to be able 
to clean up some sections of the Defence 
Department, but I have since learned 
that the Minister is almost powerless. 
Knowing as I do that the Department 1s 
saddled with so many inefficients, my 
only surprise is that he has not asked for 
authority to dispose of them. 

“Genator GarpinerR. — What would 
happen if they were placed on the 
half-pay list ? 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — At 
the end of twelve months they would 
automatically go out. But could we do 
this? ‘Those officers, when they entered 
‘upon a military career as young men 
were, no doubt, thought capable of rising 
to all its possibilities; but when tested in 
the crucible of war, they proved to be not 
all they were thought-to be. But they are 
older. They have devoted the whole of 
their lives, qn very small pay, to the 
service of their country. They may have 
been the wrong men in the first place; 
they may not have been as efficient or 
capable as the board of selection that 
chose them in the first instance thought 
they were. But can we throw these men, 
many of whom are now over forty years 
of age, on to the scrap-heap ? 

Senator Prarren.—Then, according to 
the honorable senator’s argument, the 
military machine is at an impasse. 

Senator DRAKE-BROOKMAN.—I do 
not say that. | 


Senator Prarce—You might as well 


say that because some honorable senators 
are not up to the mark, the Senate is also 
at an impasse. . 

_ Senator Garprver. — The Government 
put off 2,000 men at Cockatoo Island 
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Dock recently without much thought as 
to fheir Tuture: wo wh its 

Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — I ~ 
am not dealing with the affairs of the — 
Cockatoo Island Dockyard. I am deal- 
ing with the affairs of the Defence De- 
partment. Fj 9 a 

Senator Garpiner.—But I have quoted — 
the Cockatoo Island Dock employees as 
an illustration why it should not be so 
dificult to get rid of the Defence Force ~ 
inefiicients. . Oe 

‘Senator - DRAKE-BROCKMAN, — ~ 
During the debate an assertion that many” ~ 
of the men who landed at Gallipoli had 
never fired a shot brought an indignant 
denial from Senator Cox; but I regret to 
say that there is a certain amount of truth — 
in it. This probably arose from the fact 
that when the First Australian Division 
left Australia they took out of the coun- 
try pretty well every rifle that was avail-— 
able, so that subsequently, when the first - 
reinforcements were sent to Egypt, they - 
were shot across to Gallipoli without fur-_ 
ther training. But that did not happen 
with very many of the reinforcements. 
and it is one of the lessons that we have 
learned from the war. We realized that 
we did not have in Australia sufficien 
equipment. The Minister, by inter 
jection, told us this afternoon that these — 
shortcomings with regard to equipment — 
are under consideration, and are being 
dealt with. Personally, I am extremely 
glad to know that this is so. hae 

Senator Garprner. — General White, 
the man you have been talking about, was 
the author of that statement. ae 


Senator DRAKE-BROCKMAN. — I 
would not be in the least surprised, be- 
cause. I know from personal experience 
that the statement was true. I was am 
officer in the original Force. I was in ~ 
command of a company on Gallipoli, and 
received as reinforcements forty or fifty 
men who, according to their own state- 
ments, had never used a rifle. This, no — 
doubt, was due to the fact that the Com: a 
monwealth Parliament in the early days 
of the war, had not the good fortune to 
number amongst its members men of 
military experience; but in future per 
haps we shall not repeat these mistakes 
I\sincerely hope not. me. 

This is all I desire to say on the Bill 
to-night. There are many other points 
which I hope to have an. opportunity to f 


ba 


A ee mistieeen ue ts er: 
: Aico, and when that stage is. reached, I 
aay propose to deal with them. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Natale 
- Minister for Defence) [8.29]—I am 
% glad the Bill has received the close atten- 
tion of honorable senators, 
would be the last to desire that, in con- 
nexion with defence, we should place on 
our statute-book any measure that was 
unsound in principle, or, speaking in~the 
_ strict and not the ordinary ene. of the 
word, unpopular. Ours is a. citizen 
Rorce, and, accordingly, we ee to be 
more careful in our legislative provisions 
» than if we were dealing with a regular 
army. We must see to it that the legis- 
lation commends itself to the good judg- 
i ment of the people of Australia, and that 
in every sense of the word it is popular. 
I suppose there is no more unpopular 
subject at the present time than that of 
defence. We are now in the backwash of 
the war, and those who, a few years ago, 
were applauding the ‘‘ brass hats ’’ and 
the ‘‘ tabs,’’ and were cheering them as 
_ they went ‘down the street, are now pre- 
pared to heave a half a brick at them. 
The soldier a few years ago was a popular 
figure, but now the war is. over he is 
viewed from a different stand-point. There 
are many who called for three cheers a 
little while ago who now have nothing 
_ but sneers for him and the system under 
_ which he is trained. 


Senator @rawrorv.—That is hardly a 
fair statement of the position. 


Senator PEARCE.—We should not be 
led away, in considering this question, by 
the catech-cries used by those who de- 
_preciate. anything done by our Military 
» Forces. In the discussion to-day I have 
"heard the same terms applied to our 
Forces that were used when any pro- 
‘position was brought forward to provide 
for the defence of the Commonwealth. 
We have heard terms this afternoon that 
__-were employed during the war by those 

_ who were doing their very best to prevent 
the Commonwealth providing-an effigient 
| Military Force to assist In our protection. 


enator Fostrr.—I am the one ee re- 
1d to ‘‘ brass hats ’’’; but I do not 
it to be thought that I was in any 
referring to the oe and the 


because {. 


Bill. : 


Sanaa PEARCE. —Senator one i 
used the term “ brass hats,” and he is one 
of those who rendered service to his coun. 
try. But somie of the expressions that 


jt 


were used by him this afternoon were ‘use! ( 
at the street corners and at meetings | by 
those who were doing their best to ob- 
struct our military programme and_ pI : 
vent Australia from doing what was right, | 
‘and proper during a time of crisis. I do 
not wish to suggest that Senator Foste 
used those terms in the same way. am 
I am somewhat disappointed that. ie 
the exception of Senator Drake-Brockma 
none of those honorable senators whi 
eriticised the application of the British 
Army Act to our Forces in time 
peace, as well as in time of wa 
dealt with the question which I raised 
in introducing the measure, and which 
is really the pivot of this matter. ae 
we do not train our officers under one 
disciplinary code in time of peace, on the 
outbreak of war they have to carry out 
certain disciplinary measures under a 
system with which they are unfamiliar ‘ 
Senator Elliott did not deal with that 
question, nor did any of the other hono: 
able senators who criticised the proposal 
to embody the British Army Act in our 
legislation. But it is an essential point | 
to be considered, because if we do not 
apply the British Army Act in time of © 
peace we are bound to apply it in time 
of war. - Parliament has recognised ot 
and in the Defence Act has pro A 
vided that when our Forces go to war 
they must automatically come under the 
British Army Act. That provision has 
always been on our statute-book. Th 
point -has never been raised that we 
should not embody the Army Act in ow 
legislation ; but the soldiers want to kn 
what code ‘they are to operate under. — 
Senator Exrrorr.—But it should have 
been raised. ee 
Senator PEARCE.—We have been. eX 
ing on in this way for a pericd o 
twenty years, and no one, either 
the discussion this afternoon or elso- 
where, has shown that our Forces suf 
fered any hardship by reason of the fact 
that they came under the British Army 
Act in time of war. Every ee 


eae 
a 
te Ne 


was spans under a ‘Common 
Defence Act and its es he Roles: | 
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ee Act, and it took him some ine always has pa ip thes n 
especially ‘during the stress of war, to forces of Great Britain. If the ho 
familiarize himself with the new code. able senator will peruse our Defence 


‘Senator Foster.—Does the Minister in conjunction with the clause we 
for Defence maintain that the same dis- embodying in the amending Bill, h 


ciplinary measures are required in Sud that a great part of it does Be 
Australia in times of peace? affect our Citizen Forces in their capa 


% i : as citizens, as they will not be dealt 
Senator PEARCE—No; nor is that | Bee the aoa Act, but under our own 


| intended. I mentioned during es second- Defence Act. For instance, the provi tis 
reading speech that any punishment laid J+ 4. British Army Act “wilh ee a 
down in the British Army Act which is the training of our Senior Cadets, neithe 
in excess of what is provided i in our Act Jay they affect their registration, li 
cannot be imposed. That provision will bility to train, and detention, as all 4) a 


operate in time of war as’ well as. i eiond Walt a dealt with indae our 


in time of peace. I mentioned f ok ayy eat 
Mhet dander the “Army Act deserbion) 1s (00° 20" Ae Meee ee 


punishable by death, and that during. the the ae which affet the man or 
war, because that provision was incon- boy, as the case may “a re pees 
sistent with our Act, or was a punish- %° 4 citizen, as it is on i ie th 

‘ment in excess of what we had provided, 3° into camp to" train for way (ies 


no Australian soldier was punished by wes oe Act ds operate, se f 
death for desertion. the aisciph wee code is concern 


Senator Prarren—Would not: the 
British Army Act increase the number 
‘of offences? f 


camp will be ee seid a cor 
under which they will be dealt with 
time of war. : 
Senator PEAROE.—Nt 0; we provide — Senator Prarran.—The Avia pie w 
on exactly the same offences, UAVS UTS. © aeniDay ny Paul De the number of milite 
‘Senator Drake-Brockman pointed ‘out, eae 
the British Army code is the result of 
eenturies of experience during war. and Benptoy Fee eee: 
peace. He said it was a perfect code, and I desire to follow up the criti 
that was demonstrated in the recent war, directed against the Bill, and to co 
, because it imposed no. greater hardship the question raised by Senator Elh 
than our own code would have imposed regard to the portion of the mea 
“in the matter of punishment for offences. which deals with appointment to 
It has worked well as the result of ex- missions in the Citizen Forces, If 
‘perience, and in the judgment of those honorable senator’s intention were gn 
officers who have operated under it we ‘effect to in Committee we would exelud 
‘think it advisable to embody it in our from appointment to commissions im ot 
legisiation, so that our officers will go Forces, except by going through 
“on training under conditions which they ranks, and undergoing subsequent 
will have to submit to in time of amination for promotion step by ste 
war. Australian who was not a member. 
“YT think it was Senator Pratten who Citizen Forces before the outbreak o 
Botnited out that officers should be War, although he might have served 
“trained in the operations of courts mar- Australian Imperial Force during th 
tial, so that they might be familiar with We would also exclude all Austr Jet 
the instrument they were to handle. who served with the British Forces 


! obtained commissions during the wa: 
Senator Prarren.—l think some of us yy aa all Canadians) New eae 


are in trouble because we are of opimion 2.4 goth Afr who hale 
that the British Army Act was feaianne nee herald Sith satel oe 
for a regular army. _ the war took up their residence in 
_ Senator PEARCE.—The > British tralia, We would be prevented 
igh Army Act applies to the Regular Army, including such men irrespective of — 
and also to the British Territorial Army, rank they obtained in the field. © A 
which is a : volunteer citizen force, enn all Ree we ae, in Aust 


it of the experience gained by men 
who have won their rank on the battle- 
Bala and we should be broad-minded 


K ; enough to put them on an equal foot- 
Pa: ane whether they were members of the 
a Australian Imperial Force, served’ in the 


<i British Forces, or were New Zealanders, 
Canadians, or men from South Africa 
who served and won their rank on active 
‘service. The clause in the Bill will give 
the Governor-General power to grant com- 
missions in the Citizen Forces to such 
men. To do other than what the Bill pro- 
vides would be to make a close preserve for 
those who were in the Citizen Forces of 
Australia before the outbreak of war, 
_ irrespective of the service they may have 
rendered. during the war. The provision 
_in the Bill is a broadening one, is intended 
to give a wider field of choice, and above 
all, to give us the opportunity of utilizing 
oa experience of men, no matter where 
Mt they come from, and particularly of those 
men who won their commissions in the 
: field. 

Senator Pratren.—Does the Bill pro- 
vide for preference over those who never 
; went away? 


elause dealing with the question of pre- 
ference. Where a Citizen Force officer 
has had war experience he will have 
preference over one who has not; but 
the clause to which I have referred 
does not deal with that part‘cular 
phase of the question. Senator Elliott 
has given notice of certain amendments, 
and “he stated during the course of his 
_second-reading speech that he intended 
to submit proposals which will provide 
that no officer shall be superseded in war 
time or in peace without notice, and that 
 eonsequent on that notice he shall have 
the right of appeal ultimately to the civil 
Courts of thedand and to obtain damages 
i against: the officer who superseded him. 

Senator Exzrorr.—That is a travesty 
of what I meant. 


ee the proposition. 
- Senator Foster. —I do hea think that j is 


ing ae next, few reine the Ae 


Knowing that, I 


‘Senator PEARCE.—There is another — 


Having done so, he altered his poli 


Senator PEARCE ._—That is the essence by their performances, and that, if nec 


eee because the pen ae ess ee 


This. latter. period was marked by con 
tinnal ne enae on be Hie! of the 


| Bendis arate —_will the Minister 
read my amendment? ais 
Senator PEARCE.—I must confess tha 
in my early days as a Minister for Defene 
I knew very little or nothing about mil 
tary matters. It was once said that whe 
a Federal Cabinet was being formed a 
the portfolios were filled with the excep 
tion of that of Minister for Defence, whic 
was left for “the fool of. the family. 
I do not know whether that was so whe 
I was first appointed, but I admit that | 
knew nothing or little about military — 
matters, although T had, to the best of my 
ability, given | attention to such matters — 
when they came before Parliamen 
set myself to study 
military matters from the political stand- 
point, and endeavoured to ascertain what ‘i 
was the duty of the political head of a 
Military Department. In this connexion 1 
remember a conversation which I had with 
the late General Bridges, who advised me 
to read a book which was written b 
Colonel Henderson, namely, The Life of 
Stonewall Jackson. I invite honorable — 
senators to read that book, because it con- 
tains a very good lesson for politicians. _ 
During the Civil War between the North — 
and South of America, Abraham Lincoln — 
was the political head in the North, and 
in the earlier stages of that war, he con- 
tinually interfered with his general. ‘offi- 
cers in the field. He interfered with 
their strategy, with their appointments, 
with their commands, and it is a note 
worthy fact that, during the first period — 
of the struggle, the North sustained a suc: 
cession of defeats. Upon the other hand, 
the President of the Southern States di 
not interfere with his general officers it 
the field, but gave them an absolutely. 
free hand, the result being that they h d 
a suecession of victories. Lincoln was 
big enough man to look around him wi 
a view to discovering where the blame la 


and after the eecand year of the war, he — 
gave his generals an absolutely free han 

in regard to appointments and strate ey 
He told them that he would judge then 


sary, he would displace them in thet 
commands. From the time of this chang: 
of policy, the North became victorrous 
and the South, which, strange to | 
altered its policy during the last years 
the war, met with a succession of defeats 


Shona 
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President of the Soubheck States with his © 


generals in the field. 

Senator GarpinerR.—All I have to say 
is that the Minister’s generals should 
have been a great success. 

Senator PEARCEH.—I took the lesson 
to heart, and when I came into office, my 
predecessor, Senator E, D. Millen, had al- 
ready appointed General Bridges to the 
command of the lst Division. I sent for 
General Bridges, and said to him, ‘‘ You 
will find that, as regards the choice of 
your subordinate officers and appoint- 
ments to commands, I shall give you a 
free hand. The Geeenone will judge 
you by the results which are obtained in 
the training camps, and in the field, and 
if the time should ever come when we 
think you are unfitted for your present 
eommand, we shall recall you. But while 
you are there, we shall not interfere with 
you.’’ When General Birdwood was ap- 
pointed to command the Australian Im- 
perial Force, I wrote him a letter in 
similar terms. From the commencement 
to the close of the war, I never interfered 
with General Birdwood or with General 
Bridges either, in the matter of their ap- 
pointments, or in the disposition cf their 
commands. How could I at the other 
end of the world, even if I knew anything 
about military matters, rightly tell 
General Pridges who he was to appoint 
to the command‘ of his battalions or 
brigades? How could I tell General 
Birdwood. that? 
discharge of their duties, with the respon- 
sibility which rested upon them, they con- 
tinually had to supersede officers. Why, 
Senator Elliott himself has superseded 
plenty of other officers who were senior to 
him in the Citizen Forces, simply because 
of his ability as a soldier and his quali- 
fications as a commander. He was 
placed over their heads on account of his 
possession of those’ very qualities. 
These officers had no. grievance against 
him. I suppose that . soldiers are 
just as human as we are. Does 
anybody mean to ‘tell me that the com- 
mander of a division or of an army 
corps is going deliberately to place in 


eommand of his division, brigade, or 


battalion, men whom he knows to be: in- 
egompetent, and to pass over competent 
men? Is it not a fact that the ¢com- 
-mander of a battalion, if he is incom- 


petent, may bring about the defeat of an. 


bale Agee i gee a commander nee 
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connexion. 


Undoubtedly, in the 


Bill. 

an incompetent there, knowing that 
that defeat comes, he himself will be dis 
eraced? During the recent war we saw 
some soldiers whose names loomed large, 


amongst he “duds,” as they are. 
scribed® Surely every soldier, recogni 
ing that, will choose the man whom he 
thinks is the most competent to’ fill a 
particular position. Senator ~ 
used for quite a different purpose : anil 
tration which I intend to apply in this 
He spoke of a staff officer 
who, according to his statement, had ex- 
hibited great incompetency. “Tf tha 
officer were under General Elliott’s eom- 
mand, will anybody say that the decision 
of General Elliott to supersede hi 
should be liable to an appeal by tha 
officer to me, and that, ultimately, - 
haps, General Elliott should have to d 
fend an action for damages? What sort of 
a time would a general officer command n 
have if he knew that every time he super 
seded an officer, not only would his action 
probably be ‘brought before his polit: 
head upon the other side of the world 
but that when he returned to Austral 
he might. have to face ive v 
heavy damages and costs? 


Senator Fosrrr.—Is the Min 
arguing that General Elliott was su 
seded because of incompetency ? : 


Senator PEARCE.—No. — But : 
General Ellioti’s ideas- are incorporate 
in this Bill, an incompetent officer 
havg a right of appeal to the Minister 
Deferce ix Australia, and also the right 
to go before a Supreme Court _— 
anaction for damages, BS), 


that I had acted from malice or eee m: 
proper motives. ia 


Senator PEARCE.——That rouk ‘ul 
matter of oes But there is the pos 
sibility. General Elliott might say, ~~ 
superseded this officer because I regarded 
him as incompetent.” In reply, the offie 
might say, “I was superseded because o: 
malice. General Elliott. showed malie 
upon a previous occasion by using : 
wards me language which was 
forcible than polite.’ In dealing wi 
these matters. we hae not. a 0 


cuit 1921,] 


aie for the » position in hg we Hike 
that superior officer. Shall we get efficient 
forces and efficient commanding officers 
if we lay the latter open to the anxiety, 
ola and possibly monetary loss 
that. would be involved | by the insertion 


3 ‘in this Bill of a provision such as Senator 


Elliott proposes 4 
Senator Exrrorr.—Only ig’ they act 
“improperly. 

‘Senator PEARCE. Right does not 
always triumph, even in our Law Courts. 
Senator Wirson.—But if an employer 
Tigplaces a man‘in the industrial world, 

ce he has to show just cause for his action. 

_ Senator PEARCE Dealing with in- 
dustrial matters in the “ piping times of 
peace” is vastly different: from dealing 
with men on. the battlefield. 


2 Senator Witson.—But when we get 
back to peace times, we should right as 
many wrongs as possible. . 

_ Senator PEARCE.—Let me deal i 
that aspect of the matter. I have had 
many applications made to me by officers 
and men who have felt aggrieved at 
something which was done during the 
war. Years after the events have occurred, 
these individuals have demanded that 
there should be an inquiry into them. 
There was an inquiry into them upon 
‘the other side of the world, where the 
events actually occurred—such an inquiry 
as could be made at the time—and a cer- 
tain judgment was passed. It may have 
been the judgment of the commanding 


officer or of a court martial, or of an. 


army corps commander, who had to choose 
his divisional generals. But at any rate, 
he was on the spot, he had all the cireum- 
_ stances before him, and he gave his judg- 
ment. Our fighting force has since been 
scattered to thé four winds of thearth, 
and all we now have. is thes paper record 
- of these events. In such circumstances, 
what sort of an inquiry could we insti- 
tute? We cannot summon the witnesses, 
‘many of whom are dead, whilst many 
others are outside of Australia, Even 


‘ i 


; the same recollection of the events in 
question that they possessed at ae time 
er occurrence. 


pe —_ Tho 


‘honorable 


those who are in Australia have not to- day 


te 


on ies a 


took place in the Australian Imperial 


ne - commanders, 


“army corps commander, 


retain in the Citizen Forces the same su 


Sonar PEARCE. —Quite- sO. ae 
in. choosing ‘his os 
divisional general, would say, “ I-think | 
that, Jones is a better man than Smith or 
Robertson.” Would he be likely to alter 
his opinion if Jones argued for a month 
that he was a better man than Robinson 
Senator Prarren.—I am not referring 
to events of that sort. J am alluding 
cases in which there was a Saute 
of justice. 
Senator PEARCE. Okabe matter ey 
been so ably dealt with by Senator Drak 
Brockman, Senator Foster, and others. 
that I do not «propose to traverse the 
ground again. Of course, there are abuses 
of justice from time to time, even in our 
civil Courts; but taking the Australian 
Imperial Force by and large, its membe: 
got a ‘‘ fair.spin,’’ as the saying goes, — 
Senator Duncan.—I know of corporal 
whe thought their colonels were a joke 
simply because they themselves were not 
made sergeants. 7 
Senator PHARCE.—There has bee 
some criticism indulged in, both of the 
personnel of the Military Board and of 
the exercise of its functions. But in the 
case that is troubling Senator Elliott, — 
another body than the Military Board had oe 
a say. Senator Ellictt’s trouble is. that 
certain officers who were junior to him 
when the war began, attained, pets 
he alleges, by the exercise of the functions — 
of General Birdwood, ayhigher rank than - 
he did, and: that the Commonwealth Go 
vernment arrived at the decision in re- 
gard to citizen officers, that they shoulc 


stantive rank that they held in the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force. 1 should ‘like 
to say herethat the Government, which is 
supposed to be so much under the domin 
tion of the permanent military officers 
did not give them a like concession. I 
some cases they obtained three or fom 
steps. 1n tank on active service, a hey 


cision of the Ge ath ae oo a 


SEN 


Force, was that theré were officers - 
caren Forces « here senicr to 


war commenced. — : 

When the divisional soducitaa gin wa 
formed, we had to choose the divisior 
Senator Ellictt is wron 


1588 . Defence 
‘saying that they were chosen by the 
Military Board. There is a Promotion 
Board in existence which consists of 
General White, another distinguished 


soldier who has not been mentioned, but 
will stand criticism in this Chamber—I 


refer to General Chauvel, the Inspector- 
General who was Commander of the Desert 
Mounted Column—and also General Sell- 
heim. These three officers form the Pro- 


motion Board, and they brought forward 


their recommendations, as to those who 
should command the divisions in the 
Citizen Forces. Senator Pratten raised 
a question about General Monash, and, 
for his information, I may say that I was 
anxious to obtain General Monash’s view 
of the recommendations made by the Pro- 
motion Board. So, before the reccm- 
mendations went to the Military Board, I 
gave instructions that General Monash 
was to be consulted because he had been 
the Corps Commander, and these cfficers 
had served under him. General Monash 
concurred in the recommendations that 
were made by the Promotion Board, and 
they then went to the Military Board. 
They were confirmed by the Military 
Board, and were then presented to me 
for Ministerial approval, and I approved 
of them. 

Senator Prarren.—The Minister will 
remember that I did not object to 
the appointment of the divisional com- 
manders, a 

Senator PEARCE.—That is so, ae the 
honorable senator mentioned General 
Monash, and I desire: to inform him and 
other honorable senators that General 
Monash’s opinion of the recommendations 
of the Promotion Board was obtained. 

General Elliott appealed against the 
decision of the Military Board, and I 
have here the papers connected with his 
appeal. I propose only to read the sum- 
ming up of the final letter. It has an 
important bearing on this Bill, because 
it is assumed by General Elliott that an 
injustice was done him in this matter. I 
want to show clearly that no injustice 
was done, and that, in these appoint- 
™ments, no supersession took place even on 
the ground of seniority. 

Senator Prarren.—Did not Senator 
Hihott suggest that there was something 
in the nature of a threat having been car- 
ried out? 

Senator PEARCE. — I do not know 
mes the honorable senator suggests. I 


Wy 
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am dealing with the facts. The follow 
is the final letter, dated 12th April, sent 
to the District’ Commandant to be sent 

te General Elliott: — : 


I am commanded by the Military Board 
to acquaint you, for the information of 
Colonel (Hon. Brigadier-General) H. E. Elliott, 
C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., D.C.M., with reference — 
to your C21/8 of 16th March, 1921, that the 
further representations made by that officer 
have been considered by the Board. 

2. Brigadier-General Elliott is to be inforinee: 
that nothing in the Australian Military Reg 
lations or the custom of the Service entitles an 
officer to demand an inquiry. 
is quite clear as to the mode to be 
followed by an officer who considers himself 
wronged, and he is bound to abide by the de- 
cision of the highest authority referred to 
therein, i.e., the Military Board, of which the 
Minister is President, 

Quite apart from this aspect of the case, it 
has never been customary, nor is it at all ad- 
visable, that a purely military matter should 
be inquired into by a Supreme Court Judge, a 


This course had been suggested by General 
Elliott, 


or other civil Commissioner. The cremuien of 
such a precedent would have far-reaching 
effects, and militate against the very founda- 
tions of military discipline. Attention is also 
invited to the fact that by A.M.R. 115 no off- 
cer is entitled to claim promotion as a rgh 

3. I am further to say, in reference to 
contention of Brigadier-General H.Rott, " 
he hag been superseded— 


(a) It is the custom of the Service to 
mote senior officers and appoint the 
to command by selection, and not 
seniority. Frequently the choice lies : 
between several good and well quali- 
fied officers, and those not sel 
can -have no just right or cau 
eavil at the action of those 
duty it is to make the gelection. ~ 
officer can expect to be judge of 
own merits or to select or appoi 
himself to any rank or Magers: 


that citizen officers. mie : 
higher rank in the Australian 
perial Force than the rank they Lae 
in the Australian Military Fon 


rank in the latter Force. Under 
this provison the officers speci C- 
ally objected to by Brigadier-Gi feo) 
ral Elliott, viz., Sir J. Gellibran 
K:C.B., 'D.8.0:. and Sir ‘Thom: ra 
Glasgow, K.C.B., C.M.G., DS.0., 
V.D., who had been Major-General; 
in the Australian Imperial — Force, 
became Major-Generals in the Aus. 
tralian Mijitary Forces also, and 
similarly Brigadier-General Elli 
who ranked as’ a Brevet Colonel 
the Australian Mil'tary Forces, © 
himself promoted to the subseqr 
rank of Colonel and ipeeeeee! 
gadier-General, which he had g 
in the Australian Tapert 


. he 

wil be seen, therefore, 
hs ally no question — of superses- 
ss sion, 
a principie of which the Government 
of this country had approved, and 
under which Brigadier-General El- 
 Kiott himself was advanced over a 
~—— - Jarge number of Lieutenant-Colonels 
i who were senior to him in the Aus- 


Be ey ant tralian Military Forces, but who 

did not obtain the rank of Colonel 
.'. . “or: Brigadier-General’ in the _Aus- 

tralian Imperial Foree. 

ae have here | a list of those officers. 


: as It is oby. ous. if Brigadier-General Elliott’ se 
Taare eoton: ig sound and pursued to a logicaj 
conclusion he has superseded a number of 
ae who should have been senior to him. 

- Senator Exuiorr.—If they had a right, 
ee should be conceded. Two wrongs do not 
Make a right. If I superseded other 
officers, they may have a grouch, too. 
oy Senator eee RC. the letter con- 


tinues: — 


a) It having become necessary to regulate 
the seniority of senior officers in- 
volved, the Minister took occasion 
to appoint a Committee to advise 
him on the subject, which included 
such senior and distinguished officers 
as General Sir W. R. Brdwood and 
-Lieutenant-Generals Sir H. C. Chau- 


vel and Sir J. Monash, and their 
recommendations were eventually 
ere: 


in the naira tian Rea ee Pecattse 
that seniority was being carried over into 
the ‘Australian Military Force— 


Use aie this | connexion it may be pointed out that 
© section 164 of the Act gives power to grant 

such rank and allots such regimental seniority 
to officers of the Citizen Forces as are ap- 
- proved by the Governor-General, on the recom- 
mendation of the Military Board, and that sec- 
tion 22 empowers the Governor- General to ap- 
~ point, or promote any person for distinguished 
Er ee in time of war in certain circumstances. 

It is recommended— “ 


es That Brigadier-General Elliott be in- 
y eet of the substance of the above, 
Be OE 
(Db) that the Board on: not aonmden that 
Brigadier- General Elliott has any 
_ just or reasonable grounds for con- 
Me bt sidering himself aggrieved. 
- That. the Military Board do not pro- 
_ pose to take any further action with 
regard to his complaint, which has 
received the fullest consideration by 
_ the highest tribunal to which any 
officer or soldier has the right under 
the, ee to ARSE 


‘of medals and other decorations being 


“exception he will see that there : 
reference to those who are “ lawfully 


| lawfully entitled to wear decorations, a 
that way. 
the Bill? 


there is a change made with respec 


the 


to the wearing of that decoration. | 
os we know the “Raters gk we > shall be ab 


The prosediare 
ment is this: 
the Minister although he is Presiden le 
the Board. Even if he attends the Board. 
meeting, and the Board, by a majority 
decide upon a certain course, that doe 
not bind the Minister. I have alwa: 
claimed for myself the right to veto an 
recommendation of the Board, if, in x 
judgment, it is wrong, notwithstandi 1g 
that, as President of the Board, it might 
be held that I was bound by its ‘recom 
mendation, because I was present at th 
meeting. Cee recommendations came — 
from the Board meeting to me along with — 
other papers.’ I read the whole of the 
proceedings of the Board, and General 
Elhott’s letters amongst other papers, 
and to the best of my ability informe 
my mind as to the right course to adopt 
Senator Elliott raised the question of 
the wearing of medals by relatives of 
soldiers. The repeal of the section in th 
original Act which is proposed by this 
Bill does not mean that we shall prevent 
the wearing of medals by soldiers’ re 
tives. There are to-day regulation 
which, in certain circumstances, permit 


worn. When the Defence Bill was under 
consideration here, that particular prove 
sion was put in, and we have the anomaly 
that in one case the wearing of medals is 
provided for under the Act, and in other | 
cases by regulation. If Senator Elliott 
will refer to the clause to which he takes. u 
ak 
entitled to wear’’ a decoration. By the 
use of the phrase “lawfully entitles 
wear,’ it will be possible for us, 
regulation, to define the persons who 


we propose to deal with the matter 
Senator E.uiorr. ces not put al 


Senator PEARCE F.— Because, as Sona 
tor Elliott as a soldier knows, 
decorations=are proposed, and frequentl 


those who may, or may not wear the 


Bill, because the son diteal 
always being altered. J understand that 
there is still to come a medal to be known. a 
as the ‘Allies’ Medal.’’? We do not. ia 
ats: what conditions are to be. attached 
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to deal with the matter by regulation. 
Tf we did not adopt that course, it would 
be necessary, every time a fresh decora- 
tion was proposed, to introduce an ‘amend- 
ing Bill to provide how, and by whom, 
it should be worn, Honorable senators 
will see that it is obviously better to deal 
with such a matter by regulation than by 
an Act of Parliament. 


There is one other point I wish to 


mention in regard to the supersession of © 


officers and the right of appeal to the 
G@évernor-General in Council. I have 
been very much impressed by the point 
made by Senator Drake-Brockman as to 
the senior officers. I do say that 
a senior officer stands in a different 
relation in this regard to a junior 
officer, because as the honorable senator 
has rightly pointed out, a junior officer 
appeals, not against what the Military 
Board have done, but against what his 
commanding officer has done. On the 
other hand, “in the case of a senior officer, 
as in the cdse of the divisional generals, 
the matter will have been dealt with first 
by the Promotion Board, and then by the 
Military Board, and the appeal would go 


from the Military Board to the Minister.. 


The cnly appeal which I conceive it would 
be possible to make to give effect to 
General Elliott’s proposal would be an 
appeal to the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, and that, after all, would involve 
no alteration in substance of the present 
‘practice. I have already pointed out 
that the Minister has the right to veto a 
recommendation of the Military Board. 
If the appeal were to the Governor-Gen- 
eral in Council, by whom would the 
Governor-General be advised? He would 
be advised by the Minister for Defence. 
So that what the honorable senator pro- 
poses would be a change of form, but not 
a change of substance. 


Senator NewtLanp.—The  Governor- 
General in Council might disregard the 
Minister’s advice. 


Senator PEARCE.—No. <The Gover- 
nor-General would never do that. Let 
me take the case of an appeal to the King. 
It is not an appeal to the King in per- 
son, but an appeal to the King in 
Council. It is the Army Council that 
gives the decision, and the soldier appeals 
against that decision to the King in 
Council. The King takes the advice of 
the Minister for War, and I say that in 
Prepbiee the chances are fifty a one that 
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the Mimeter for War sends the matter 
to the Army Council. 
Senator Dgaxn-Brockman.—The 4 
culty will not be got over in the way 1 
suggested; but it ought to be got over, 
somehow. ‘ 


Senator PEARCE.—The only ' way - it. 
might be got over is not so much by a 
provision in the Bill as by the Govern-— 
ment making a statement of policy that, 
in the case of senior officers, where ap- 
pointments are made direct from the 
‘Military Board, appeals would be made 
a Cabinet matter. We cannot do that in 
a Bill, because we do not recogni§e the 
Cabinet in our legislation. J can give an 
instance of a similar undertaking being 
given to Parliament. In the early stages” 
of the war we gave an undertaking to 
Parliament that every case of a German 
who was a naturalized British subject 
would be dealt with by the Cabinet. As 
a fact, every one of those cases was dealt 
with by the different Cabinets. Similarly, 
an undertaking could be given that in the 
case of senior officers any appeal would go, 
to the Cabinet. I would have no objec- — 
tion to that personally; but I do not 
know how Cabinet would view it. Th : 
however, is the only anneal that it seem 
to me would be any real change in sub-~ 
stance. The appeal to the Governor- 
General in Council would be a chia at 
merely in form. 

I deprecate discussion on the ‘ela 
matters that Senator Elliott has broug 
forward. I am sure he and other hom 
able senators will understand that 1f I 
not. follow them here I am not to 
understood as agreeing with them. — 
simply do not know anything about be 


matter that Senator Elliott mentions. I 
am not aware whether General Hobl cy 
clapped him on the shoulder and told h 
that ¢ ‘this would be remembered against 
him.’’ It is an ex-parte statement ma 
by a man who is interested in the matter 
and it must be taken’ for what it 1s worth. 
I am not in a position to say what to 
place between the honorable senator and 
General Hobbs or General White, = 
Senator E.itrort.—Then why not gran y 
the inquiry that is asked for? Boe. 
Senator PEARCE.—1I do not see that 
any good purpose can be served by an im 
quiry. If IT granted an inquiry 


*General Elliott. because he is a member 


an catia for Bill Smith he 1p nok 
the Senate. I do not see that’'I am ca | 


‘gta: 
e he an to be a pha of Par- 
] ent, and to refuse one to an officer 
ho i is not a member of Parliament. 


ea ‘Senator Prarrey.—Is it not the custom 
i; oat accept the word of a member of Par- 
liament ? as ; ia 


we Senator. PEARCE. eer is the custom, 
and it is also the custom to allow the other 
side to put their case. I do not propose to 
Fst a statement made here without 
hearing what other people concerned have 
to say in reply. Personally, I should not 
be willing to grant such an inquiry un- 
less this Parliament and this country are 
_ prepared to concede a similar inquiry to 

every other officer who feels himself 
aggrieved. If we opened up that sort of 
i thing we should be kept busy for years to 
come, because Senator Elliott is not the 
ony officer by scores, or even hundreds, 

ho 1 feels that me some time or other he 


na ; saa: 4 
t, not in war time. What I have 
n saying e refers to the remark of Sena- 
r Drake-Broekman that, 
nents to our Citizen Forces in Australia, 
something of the sort should be provided 
ogee of senior otioers. This | is new 


-eitizen’ beers administering these 
ings. Now we have them, and they are 
appointed: upon the recommendation of 
_ the Military Board.’ I see that there 
might be a set of circumstances which 
would, make it necessary to allow an appeal 


has approved of the Posie Seay 
‘ : tion. Fok am prepared to look into that 
question. to see whether something can be 
_ done, but I do not want it to be under- 
4 stood that I commit myself to that in time 
of war. I certainly do not, nor do I think 
Senator ‘Drake-Brockman would ask i. 

1 time | of war, if you appoint an army 
commander you must leave him 
k his divisional generals. 3 


| ee) army. 


in .appoint-_ 


criticism that in that elimination soci 


_ our Citizen Forces, 
a BehSol este, for our he saeat Whe ; 


That ey is very cogent eric 
and has ne in the aghag very a. 


hie hitherto been eee in aa up AE 
returns will not be s so nee and ee 


says that a citizen army such as ours 
less efficient than a standing army. 
set that, instead of Bese our ie ) 


efficient army if we had ade to trae! 
according to our ability to train and arm 
them, and had them trained proueae | 
No doubt, that 1 is true ; but I am satisties 


The needa, 
which the defence of this country sabes 
is that of a citizen army. If zt is to. i 


should be the obligation of all citizens — 
who are physically fit. The kimg-pin Lae 
our Defence Act is that it makes no dg- 
ference between rich and poor. All ha 
to do their service. If we narrow jaw 
the number; if we say that we | 
eliminate some, we shall bring in. the fat 


and »e0ther factors have been given — 3! 
part. The.only way to avoid that is 
the baMot, and even against that I he 
‘and. saw, during the war, criticism by. 
American cousins that the ballot could, be 
got at. 


we are aren upon those who enter th 

Military College, Senator Gardiner seems 
to niisapprehend what the college is for 
It is not an Ene nope est 13 


not to train ihe: men ako are 5 to woth 
but to train ~ 


att 


: 7592 Defence « 


have put them through the college, en- 
tirely at the expense of the Common- 
wealth, giving them a free university 
training and keeping them while they are 
there, Senator Gardiner says that we 
should let them elect whether they will 
come to us or go to somebody else. That 
would be a very generous sporting offer, 
but I think it would be very disastrous td 
the Military Forces, because the best of 
our graduates, the men who would really 
' make the best instructors, would all be 
culled. out, and we should get what was 
left. Thus, instead of our Military Forces 
being made more efficient, they would be- 
come less and less efficient. If the coun- 
try is of opinion that the Commonwealth 
is in a position financially and otherwise 
to do that sort of thing, let it start a 
university or high school for:that purpose, 
but do not turn this institution, which 
was intended for that specifid purpose, 
into an entirely different one. 

Senator GARDINER.—What are our 
Universities doing in providing training 
for doctors and lawyers? 

Senator PEARCE.—They are formed 
for that specific purpose. YX do not know 
that all the Australian Universities give 
free training. In Western Australia the 
University gives practically free training, 
but it does not keep the students, whereas 
in our Military College, we not only train 
them but practically keep them. 

Senator Foster spoke about the Judge- 

dvocate-General. We have such an offi- 
cer connected with our Citizen Forces, 
and so we are working along the lines 
that the honorable senator suggests, 


Senator Pratten referred to this Bill as 
dealing with the imposition of militarism 
such as went on in the war. This Bill 
does not impose militarism. J sometimes 
rub my eyes when I see the term “‘ mili- 
tarism ’’ applied to Australia, the least 
military of all the nations, and one of the 
few that does not possess a standing army. 
Citizen defence is the very antithesis of 
militarism, This Bill is to assist in per- 
fecting our Citizen Forces. It does not 
add a single permanent ‘soldier to” our 
Forces. How can it be said that this Bill 
is fostering militarism ? 


I ask Senator Pratten to remember 
also, when he tacks that criticism on to 
the Army Act, that it is not an Act of 
itself that brings militarism, but the way 
in which that Act is administered and the 


‘persons by whom it is administered. This © 
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erence ak Cae for 
officers will be but as a drop in the buck 
so far as the administration of the Army 
Act is concerned, but entirely by citizen 
officers, with the ‘exception of our Perma- 
nent Forces. .Let me show Senator 
Pratten how that comes about, If 

citizen soldier commits an offence it wi 
be when he is either on parade or in camp, 
The citizen soldiers are commanded in 
almost every case by Citizen Force offi- 
cers, although there are a few exceptions 
in the technical Forces, and therefore it 
will be the citizen officer who will set the 
Army Act in motion. If a court martial 
is constituted, it will be composed of eiti- 
zen officers belonging to the. particular 
unit that happens to be in training or on 
parade. 


Senator Prarren.—And not pec 
officers ? 


Senator PEARCE.—No; Dhey are 
Citizen Force officers. The permane: 
officer is the instructor of the Citize 
Force officer, except as to the General Staff 
and in one or two other cases. It is 
Citizen Force officer who has the actus 
command, and carries out the training 1 
camp. He has under him a staff of 7 
manent sergeants-major, and he has ?p 
manent adjutants to assist him in his 
command; but the actual command 
with the Citizen Force officer. The Ar 
Act, therefore, will not be administere 
by the thilitarist with the brass hat, 
by the citizen, the man who, after ' 
camp is finished, will go back to his 
tory, his farm, or his shop. There is 
exception, which is that our Perman 
Forces are commanded by permanent off 
cers; and if a permanent soldier comm 
an offence he will be tried by a court mar- 
tial consisting of permanent officers. - 
our Permanent Forces number altogether 
about 2,000, as compared with 60,000 or 
70.000 or 80, 000 in our Citizen | Force 
and are, therefore, insignificant in n 
bers, 


Senator Exxrorr.—How long will i“ 
before you have permanent divisional g 
manders ? ; 

Senator PEARCE.—We have sien 
manent divisional commander in General 
Brand, but, with that exception, they ar 
all Chien Porce officers. 


Senator Exxiorr.—For how long? 


| d on experience, because this 
system is on trial. It may be found to 
work satisfactorily. Personally, I hope 
and believe it will, and I trust the day 
will come when all our divisions will be 
commanded by Citizen Force officers. 

- Question resolved in the affirmative. 


- Bill read a second time. 
In Committee: 

~... Clause 1 agreed to, 

-. Progress reported. 

ee Senate adjourned at 9.32 p.m, 


4 Thursda: y, 21 April, 1921. 


ae at SPEAKER ae Sir Elliot Johnson) 
aM “took the ‘eheca at 2.30 p.m., and read 


“TASMANIAN MAIL SERVICE. 


ease McWILLIAMS.—I wish to know 
fi fies the Postmaster-General if the 
- eontractors for the mail service between 
‘Tasmania and-the mainland have asked 
to be relieved of their contract, or have 
ggg any alteration of its terms ? 
a WISE—A communication — has 
i ee ul Wen from them, and the matter 
is being considered. 
- Mr. ATKINSON.—Can the © Post- 
‘master-General say if there has been any 
variation of the contract? 
Mr. WISE.—We have received a com- 
munication from the contractors which i is 
now y under consideration. 


, BRITISH ARMY. 
; Wearine or MovustacHEs. : 
Mn WEST.—Has the Assistant Mae 


f 


to the fact that the military authorities 
of Great Britain have decided that the 
‘men shall wear moustaches? I ask the 
honorable gentleman further whether, 
before anything is done in that, direction 
a here, he will give the matter considera- 
4 and allow. the officers end men to 


| TARCE —I‘do not know. 


‘ister yesterday, that Sir John Higgins re 


‘free of income tax? 


‘course, some one else may pay his tax ‘i 
him. : 


about the salary of Sir John Higgins. be- — 


ister for Defence had his attention drawn | Ate a 


treats them in regard to the celebrati 


EVASION OF INCOME TAX, 


Sir JoHN Hicoins’ Saar 


Mr. TUDOR.—I wish to Lnaw) uae 
ence to the statement of the Prine Min 


ak se 


ceives £10,000 a year free of Australis 
income tax, whether any individual, com 
pany, or ‘association, can make itse 
If it can be done, 
should like to know how? | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know of n 
way in which a man may free himself 
of his income tax obligations, though, 


of 


Mr. Ponsae Bes the press ha 
wrongly stated the position. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK:—I know noth 


ing of that, nor do I know anything 


yond what I have read in the newspapers. — 
it occurs to me that he is getting a good 
s.lary, and can afford to pay a little 7 
come tax. 


EXPORTATION OF FRUIT. — 


Mr. GREGORY.—Last week the Min 
ister for Trade and Customs promised 
that a report would be presented to th 
House giving information regarding the - 
fruit exported from the various States — 
tlis season. I ask the honorable gentle 
man when may we expect it? 

Mr. GREENE.—I am not quite sure, 
but I think that the information will ‘be y 
ready to-morrow. — ) 


, 


ANZAC, DAY. 


CasuaL Workers—Otosrna OF Busines 
'Praces. | 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Can the Prime. | 
Minister inform me whether the casual 
employees of the Government in t 
Works and Railways Department and the — 
Shipbuilding Department will be a . 


in oa io such ven eal payment 
for public holidays will be followed ir 
connexion with the observance of Anz: 
Day next Monday, The Government’ 


will treat all its servants in regard to th a 


celebration of that holiday exactly as 


a ovSny & ener. PRUNE holiday aback tea 


ig 594 Arbitration Court. 


- ~~ 

bs foe visaaali. Anzac Day will be 
regarded by the Government as a public | 
holiday in the full sense of the term, and 
‘I shall endeavour to let the honorable 
member know later exactly how the men 
about whom he inquires will be affected. 

Yesterday, I made an appeal through 
the press -to the employers and _ shop- 
keepers of Victoria, and particularly of 
Melbourne, to close their establishments 
on Anzac Day, so that their employees 
might attend the ceremonies and services 
of that great day. I hope that every 
business man will show in this way that 
he has a due =) uo aiae of what the day 
‘means to Australia. 


Later: | 
Mr. HUGHES.—Casual employees will 
be paid. 


COST OF REMOVING TREES AT. 
: DARWIN. 

Mr. BOWDEN .—Has the attention of 
the Assistant Minister for Defence been 
called to the statement in the newspapers 
that the Defence Department has paid 
£700 or more for the removal of two 
trees from an. aeroplane ground at 
Darwin? Is the statement correct? If 
mot, what work has been done for the 
money ? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I read 
the statement in the press, and knowing 
something of the so-called working men 
of Darwin, I was surprised that the 
_ $mallest tree could be removed for the 
expenditure mentioned. 

Mr. Maruzews.—A 
reply. 

Mr. Parker Mononry.—lIt is a slur on 
the working men of the Northern Terri- 
tory. 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. The SO- | 
ealled working men of Darwin are the 


most: indiscreet 


greatest Bolsheviks in Australia. I have 
no hesitation in saying “that. In any 
case, they have no votes. 
ARBITRATION COURT. 
‘Repuction or Hours. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Is_ the~- Prime 


Minister aware that claims in the Arbi- 
tration Court for the reduction’ of hours 
cannot be heard because three Justices 
are not available? Is he also aware that, 
in New South Wales Judge Beeby deals 
with cases of this kind himself and has 
- ¥educed the hours in many industries. 
iar the ee honorable oy ee have 


; a 


gee rt a 
Ping ti wk het 


REPRESENTATIVES.) Th Conishiinine ss 


. ber’s “question, like al Ce ae Pes divi pa 2) 


into three parts, and I shall answer it a 
cordingly. ‘First of all I am not aware 
that there is-any application for a reduc- 
tion of hours, which cannot be hear 
owing toa deficiency of Judges: All those 
applications which were before Mr. Jui 
tice Higgins at the time when the Act, o | 
which the honorable member is aware, was 
passed, are still before him, and ne can 
award any hours he pleases in regard to. 
them. It is only fair to say that althoug 
those cases have been before His Honour 
for, | should say, five or six months, some 
of them are not yet decided. My answer — 
to the second part of the question is that — 
Mr. Justice Powers disposed of abou 
twenty-four. cases in, I think, a little 
under three weeks. iF 
Mr. Buaxenzy.—The agreements were 
arrived at by the men concerned. 
Justice Powers merely brought them 
gether. . 
Mr. HUGHES. —What else are 3 Aue yf 
the Judges there for? Is it the idea « 
the honorable member that the Jud; 
should bring the parties together and m 
get them to agree? My answer to # 
Socata part of the question also: : answe: 
the third part. 


HIGH COMMISSIONERSHIP,. 


Mr. MAKIN.—As the term of t 
Right Honorable Andrew Fisher as Hig 
Commissioner in London expires to-day, 
will the Prime Minister say whee 


pheibes any member of the Cabinet ii 
be selected for the ‘position? — 


the Right Honorable Andrew Fisher 
pires on the 22nd April. I es alre 


ment do nob? propose at the preset 
moment to appoint any one in his pla 
I purpose leaving for London next wee 
and on my arrival there I shall endeavor 

to see that the interests of Australia do 
not suffer. On my return, the Gover 
ment will make an appointment to 
vacant High Commissionership. As 
who will be appointed, that, remains hy 
seen, Rona 


ig 
Mr. ‘FOLEY — bead tha Pecheures say 
“when the Income Tax Commission will 
he visiting Western Australia, and when 
ia report of that body is likely to be 
ailable to Parliament? 

Sin JOSEPH COOK.—TI had a conver- 
2 -Sation with the Chairman of the Cammis- 
sion two days ago on the eve of his de- 


stand, the Commission is now taking evi- 
dence. I understood from the Chairman 
that the Commission will proceed’ to 
- Western - Australia immediately after 
their labours. in Hobart are concluded ; 

therefore, it should not be many days we 
fore they. take their departure for the 
West. I am as anxious as any honorable 
~member to get the report of the Commis- 
sion, because very much depends upon it, 
and ‘T have urged upon the Chairman the 
PC eaerability of making an early report on 
_ two or three of the very crucial questions 
at issue. JI know the questions in which 
_ the honorable member for Kalgoorlie 
(Mr. Foley), and the honorable member 
for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), are particu- 
larly interested, and I shall facilitate a 
decision upon them at the earliest possible 
_ moment. 


GRATUITY: TO PRIME MINISTER. 


key Mr. BRENNAN.—As section 45 of the 
Constitution states inter alia 
Jf a senator or member of the House of Re- 
presentatives . . . . directly or indirectly 
takes or agrees to take any fee or honorarium 
for services rendered to the Commonwealth, or 
_ for services rendered in the Parliament to any 
- person or State, his seat shall thereupon be- 
_ come -vacant— 
: ‘I ask the Prime Minister, in relation 0 a. 
re substantial gratuity which is said to 
have been made-to the honorable gentle- 
man, whether he will be good enough to 
inform the House, in order to enable it to 
determine whether the matter should be 
referred to the High Court or other com- 
-petent tribunal, as to the names of the 
donors of this ‘gift, and the reasons as- 
Si ned nee them. for a oh 


are 


ee: not, nee that every: 


_parture for Tasmania, where, I under-. 


tions Cab Had notice, I do not. feel calle 
upon to intervene. 


urgent, 
» § 


of the Public Works Committee toget. 


long it is going to continue its work ' 


ko him, some ee. ago 


ee person is Gealled upon ‘to ae taxa 
tion if in receipt of more than. (£156 
annum ? ieee 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I decline | 

reply to these seers and a 
ae 


to the Oe it is certainly patent 
to myseli—that a number of the questions _ 
being asked this afternoon, as well as 
many of those asked on previous days, ar 
not such as should be put to Ministers 
all; and certainly they are not of suel 
urgency. that they cannot be set dc 
upon the busitiess-paper. I have severa 
times pointed out that questions. without 
notice should only be asked on matters 
great public importance, or if they ha 
to do with matters of such urgency as not 
to permit of the delay occasioned by thei 

being placed. on the notice-paper. Still 
as long as Ministers care to answer ques: 


” 


I express the hope 
nevertheless, that the practice of askin; 
unimportant questions will be discon 
tinued. 

Mr. NICHOLLS.—By way of perscnatl 
explanation, I desire to say that when 
asked my question I naturally thought 
was one of great public importance, see. 
ing that there might possibly be a chance 
of adding £5,000, by way of taxation, to : 
the revenue of the country. That Dienst i 
reason. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! That ma} 
be a matter of importance, but it is i 


PERTH GENERAL POST OFFICE 

Mr. GREGORY presented the rep 
with the minutes of evidence upon the 
proposed extension of the General Eg st. 


Office, Perth. 
Ordered to be printed. 


BASIC WAGE COMMISSION. 


gion’s investigation has cost, aay 


Mr. ; 
question off- hand, but T shall abt 
information: for the honorable ean ‘ 


“A 7596 - Imperial Conference. 
* bene totally dissented from by practically 
the whole of the Commissioners who re- 
present the employees, I ask the Prime 
Minister whether he will call the Com- 
mission together again in order that it 
may, as a body, express its views upon 
‘those questions ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I see no reason at 
all for that. The position, as stated 
by Mr. Piddington, appears to me 
-—-end the honorable gentleman, I 
presume, is asking for my opinion— 
-—to be unanswerable. It is supported 
by the statistics supplied by Mr. Knibbs, 
and until those are disturbed by facts 
equally reliable I am not disposed to call 
the Commission together again. If hon- 
orable members are dissatisfied, they can 
make out a case; but they must show 
me that the facts—aud I am not talking 
about the reasoning—as furnished by 
Messrs. Piddington and Knibbs are not 
reliable. If thev are reliable, that ends 
the matter, and no further investigation 
is called for, 


IMPERIAL CONFERENCE. 
Prime MintstTerR’s DEPARTURE. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Seeing that the Prime 
Minister has stated that he intends to 
leave for London next week, will he now 
inform the House exactly when and on 
which vessel he will sail, and will he fur- 
nish the names of the staff by whom he 
will be accompanied ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—No, I shall not. 


CADET TRAINEES. P 


Mr. WATKINS.—Is the Assistant 
Minister for Defence aware that quite a 
number of cadet trainees were recently 
taken from West Wallsend, and had no 
food throughout the whole day in which 
they were bound, on board train, for 
Rutherford camp? 
ister further aware that on the arrival 
of the trainees at the camp, where it was 
raining, it was found that no provision 
had been-made, and that there was no 
accommodation for the trainees other 
than the wet ground on which to sleep? 
Will the Assistant Minister confer with 
the Minister for Defence, and see that the 
responsible parties are punished ? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—I will see 


the Minister, for Defence concerning the 
“matter, and whatever steps may oS neces- 
_ sary will be taken. 


[REPRESENTATIVES] Delivery of 3udg 


Is the Assistant Min- 


ea, 


Mr. BAMFORD.—With regard 
appointment of a Royal Commission 
inquire into oe scandals at Cocks 


iaatiee may be investigated I have | b 
told that a two-story ‘house has _ 
built .out of material purloined ft 
Cockatoo Island. Does not the Pr 


Mr. HUGHES. sy may say that T v 
I on known of the emia mentio 


bididsne a little bit 2, a, plac up at Sas 


fras. However, I quite see the force of | 
his point. IT shall tnake the investiga mn cae 
open. J] have reason to believe that every © 


effort will be made to cover the w 
matter up. I say that all the evid 
must be taken in public; the press m 
be admitted ; everybody who has evidences 
must be allowed to give it. The oniy 
qualification I would add is that th 
statement is not to be regarded as a so 
of permission to keep the Commis 
going for ever. Beyond that I make ne 
qualification. ay 


DELIVERY OF BUDGET. 

Mr. FENTON.—There seems to 
impression prevailing, both inside 
outside of the House, that the de 
of the Treasurer’s financial stateme 
the current year will be delayed as lo 
as possible. Can the Treasurer now 
form honorable members whether he 
tends to deliver his Budget statement 
soon as possible after the financial y 

has closed ? . 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I can only 
at. the moment that the Budget sp 
will be delivered at the first conve 

opportunity. ; 


CRUISER ADELAIDE. 


Mr. RILEY.—I placed on the no 
paper a fortnight ago certain question 
revarding alterations to the cruiser Ade 
laide. The Minister for the Navy the 
informed me that the information w 
be secured. A long while has ela] 
and I now ask the Minister to try 
let me have the particulars before 
meeting of the Royal Commission 
quiry into Cockatoo Island Desks: 


ur 


hl 


I was desirous that the cia 


ea should be fully and properly secured. 


- That accounts for the delay. I am doing 


everything possible to expedite the fur- 


, ete of the necessary answers. 


_ SHIPBUILDING AT WALSH 
ISLAND. 


, My. WATKINS.—In view of the large 
number of men necessarily being dis- 
charged consequent upon the stoppage of 
ian activities at Walsh Island, 
annot the Government even now let that 
yard have the building of one of the boats 
which are on the programme to be built 
at Williamstown? I would remind the 
Minister in charge of shipbuilding that 
the works at Walsh Island were really 
established to carry on the Government’s 


programme of ship construction. 


- Mr. POYNTON.—The decision in re- 
gard to shipbuilding in Australia is that 
the Government are to give the work to 
our own two yards, and I am ony carry- 
Ing out that policy. 


i Mr. 


Mr. POYNTON.—We have not in- 
_ creased our programme of shipbuilding ; 
_ but.I succeeded in getting control of some 
of the ships which were to have been con- 
structed in private yards, which fact has 
- enabled me to carry on work in our own 
yards that, otherwise, I could not have 
ican there, | . , . 


INVALID AND OLD-AGE 
02 PENSIONS. 


Mr. NICHOLLS.—Has consideration 
been given by the Government to the 
many requests made in connexion with 
the raising of the rates of invalid and 
old-age pensions? If so, what action 
: have ‘the Government taken } 


- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have given thie | 


“matter the futlest possible consideration, 
and I do not see my way clear to comply 
with of eclceta made to me from all 


Riney.—Walsh Island is one of 


increase. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1I have oy : 
much on hand as I can manage a age 


ALF. suffering from Geredlosis wae are T 
eelving war pensions? 
2. Of these, how many are receiving a 
sion at the rate of £4 per week? v) 
3. What is the,number of tubercular soldier 
granted the above rate of pension since De 
cember last? : 


Mr. RODGERS.—The Commission ad 
vises as follows :-— ‘ 


1. No record is kept of the number af wa 
pensions granted in respect of each war di 
ability, but a return prepared to 31st Decen 
ber, 1920. indicated that there were approx 
mately 900 members of the A.I.F.. suffering 
from tuberculosis. These comprise men suffer- 
ing all degrees of incapacity, the majority of 
whom are receiving treatment in departmental 
institutions. ; 

2. Sixty-two. 

3. Buty one. 


TELEPHONE METERS. ; 
Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the Pos 


master-General, upon notice— ? ah 

1. Whether he ‘is in favour of telephone sabe) 
seribers having a meter on their own ihe 
ments ‘to enable them to register their own 
effective calls? 

2. Is it a fact that an Australian ivouae 
—known as the “Noble” Telephone Meter-— 
which is said to be fair to the Department a 
the subseriber, has been successfully tested o t 
for automatic and common battery telephon: 
systems, and is now in operation in the Stat 
Engineer’s Office at the General Post Ofte 
Sydney? 

3. If so, when may the telephone suibace] ers 
reasonably expect to be aiforded the opp 
tunity of having these meters installed. 0 
their own instruments? 


low: Roe 


1. Yes, provided that ‘a meter can a 
tained which will operate reliably in conjune-) — 
tion with the services which are install 
the Commonwealth. f 

2. The Noble Felephone Meter has not be 
successfully tested out for operation on co 
mon battery or automatic telephone system 
It is not now in operation at the State En: 


-neer’s Office at the General Post Office, Sydn 


3. It is not eruce to adopt the: _ Nob 
Welds peer . 


: AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. 
~ Mr. RYAN asked. the 
General, upon notece— 

1. Is it a fact that the Government still dis- 
allow certain American Persp ee from ¢com- 
‘ing into Australia? 

2. If so, why? 

~ 8. Will the Postmaster-General give the 
names of the different papers that are so black- 
listed? 

_ Mr. WISE.—This is a matter which 
comes within the province of the Trade 
and Customs Department, which has fur- 
nished the following rephes:— 

1. Certain publications, some of -which may 
be regarded as newspapers, are prohibited from 
being imported into Australia, but the prohibi- 


tion does not apply to American newspapers 
- only. 


2. The prohibition is due to the blasphemous, . 


indecent, or obscene nature of the publications. 
_ 3. This information is published in the Com- 
cca Post and.Telegraph Guide. 


‘“* CONFERENCE ” STEAMERS. 
: Rares or Freiaut. 


| Mr. McWILLIAMS asked the Prime 
Minister, wpon notice— 

Whether the Commonwealth Government or 
the Manager of the Commonwealth Line of 
Steamers has entered into any agreement or 
arrangement, definite or implied, with the so- 
_ called “Conference” Line, or other shipping 
combine or shipping companies, in fixing ,the 
rates of freight, coastal, Inter-State, or over- 
Seas? 

Mr. HUGHES.—The Commonwealth 

Government Line has entered into no 
agreement or arrangement, expressed or 
implied, of any sort with the so-called 
Conference line. In overseas, coastal, 
and Inter-State trade it fixes its own 
freights. 


EXPORT OF WHEAT. 
FREIGHT ARRANGEMENTS. 


PMe OREGORY auked the Pame Win. 


ister, upon notice— 


1. Whether there is any truth in the state- 
ment published in a Sydney journal that 
“about the end of last year the Wheat Board 
entered into a contract for approximately 
1,000,000 tons of freight at £7 10s. per ton”? 
RO not, was any large freight ‘contract 
entered into, and at what rate per ton? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions - are as  fol- 
low: i 

1. The statement is incorrect. 

2. The Australian Wheat Board does. not 


; tes, it advisable at present to make pub- 
Heation of ue freighting ee anak) 


Postmaster-- 


Dr. MALONEY asked the oa 


ister, wpon notice— 


Will the Government irodube a Bi 
session to give the Northern Territory ré 
sentation in the House of Representa 
providing that a majority of the nen 3 
nify consent? - 


Mr. HUGHES.—The question of 
ing the Northern Territory represent 
tion in the House of ae 7 
at present under consideration by th 
Government. As I have previ y 
stated, it is not the intention of the Go 
vernment to submit any measures of legis 
lation for the consideration of the He 
this session. 


ActInG COMPTROLLER AND Com eagaae 
pe IMPORTED AND See. 


fe Gommonweniias é 

. If so, will the Minister say hound ] 
fooae to make permanent appointments; al 
when does he intend to appoint a Comping! 
General? 


Mr. GREENE—The answers to. 
honorable member’s qpestione are te 
low -=— i 


1..-¥es- ‘ea 
2. At an early date. The position of ¢ 
troller-General of Customs is not vacan 
the officer who occupies that position is 
present engaged in other’ duties. 


My. GREGORY asked the Mintatae 


Trade and Customs, upon notico— 


1. How many Ibs. of cigars were imp rte 
during the year 1919-20? 
2. How many cigars. were manufacture 
Australia during the year 1919-20— = ,_ 
(a) by hand; Hone 
(b) by machine? 
3. What was the amount of Excise pa 
(a) on hand-made cigars; Ie 
(5) on machine-made cigars; 
_ te) on Australian-grown leaf used in 
making of cigars? iN 
4. What was ‘the amount of duty” paid 
imported leaf used in the makfig of cigars?’ — 
» 5. How many- persons are stated to hay 
been employed in the manufacture of 
during 1919-20— 
(a). on machines; My) 
eh. on ee ic by hands hes 


t 
t 


2. Whale: is ee binahes oe applicat ns 
proved and passed? A 
3. What is the number of homes complete 
4, What is the number of homes at Br 
in course of construction? : 

5. When does the Minister anticipate to 
finalizing of all applications «received by a 
Department to date? ear, 


g assi tants | 46: cigar ‘makers; ska 
‘do. these figures include these em- 
: ployed in the making of cigarettes? 


. GREENE <The information is 


at QUEENSLAND LOAN 
Vea E LOA TION: 


; Mr. CORSER asked the Prime ‘Min- 
ister, upon notice—_ 

Whether he has received any definite pro- 

sals from Mr. Theodore, the Premier of 

ye Pe citands with reference to a loan of - 

, » £2, 000,000 of money or any other sum for con- 

‘struction of railways in the Upper Burnett 


hor. soldiers’ settlements, and/or immigrants 


ie 
1, 1,690. 
2. 513. : 
3. Forty-five. In Wain 
dwellings have been- purchased for applican 


and. seventeen morreaees have been wie, 
4, beats 


‘from Great Britain? If so, has the proposal 
considered, and with what result? 


Oe BUCHES.--'The 


Commonwealth 


_ Government have received communica- 


ions from the Premier of Queensland on 


if ‘Whether it is possible for an industrial 


rades” organization to have a claim for the 


ction of working hours in industry heard’ 


in. the Commonwealth Arbitration Court as at 
present constituted? 


2. If the number constituting the Judiciary 
0. the Commonwealth Arbitration Court is not 


sufficient to function in such cases because of 
the amending Act of 1920, whem does the 
Government | intend - fully conseltne.. that 


ta _ HUGHES The answers to the 
3 \onorable member's questions are as fol” 
low = Baie 4 | 


ce “Yes; but until a eoond Deputy President - 


4 is. ippointed the power to make an award in- 
¥ ereasing or reducing the hours of work is con- 


e trolled by section 9 of the Commonwealth Con-. 


ciliation and Arbitration Act 1920. 
2. The difficulty of making arrangements at 
at for fully constituting the Court arises 
the -Abnbmced intention of the President 


WAF senvien 2 HOMES IN SOUTH. 
| AUSTRALIA, ek 


aed Re applications oe ae in 


Serv ce He mes? ; 


the. ali es alian Coverninent for The 
pletion of approved applications, and sati f 
tory ics Og is now being made. 


POST Wceheeat REVEN UES, 


pane and ieee ‘pthoes: —Adelaide, 
sour ty, ‘gai Geiger ahi 


tained. The folloy wing is. Hi ee 
the honorable member's question :— 


The revenue of the following post and te 
graph offices for the year ended 30th. June 
1920, was:—Adelaide, £256 862; Perth 
£207,000 2 paobart, OLS 78 3 Wentas le 
£67,002. The three first-mentioned offices. 
chief offices, and include certain miscellaneo 
revenue such as earnings for terminal rat 
eable traffic, earnings in connexion with 
international tr ansit. of mails, receipts for sale 
of old stores, and some other miscellaneow 
items of revenue not embraced by the revenue 
at an ordinary post-office, such as Mewone a, 


PRINTING - COMMITTEF’ s 
“REPORT. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers 
sented :— | 


tory ey 1921, Nos. 
79, 80,81. 


69, 70,. ey 
‘Lands se mak 


Supply 


Public Service Act.—Promotion of J. R. 
Halligan, Home and ‘Territories Depart- 
ment. 


Treaty of Peace (Germany) Act.—Regula- 


tions amended—Statutory Rules 1921, No. 
78. 
, SUPPLY (Formal). 
“Picture Fium =Inpustry — INVALID 
AnD Outp-AGcE FPrnsions — INcoME 
eM Bae EXEMPTION —— ARBITRATION 
Court—Pusiic SERVICE: SALARIES— 


Basic Wace: Commission’s REPoRT— 
CRUISER 
Inirratrve and Recaty'— Lrievr.- 
CoLtoneL WaLkeER’s DismissaL—MILI- 
TARY AND Navan PENSIONS: CASES OF 
LARDSHIP. 

Question-——-That the Speaker do now 
leave the chair, and that the House re- 
sclve itself into Committee of Supply— 
proposed. 

Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) . [3.9|.—I 
desire hriefly to direct attention to a 

matter of grave importance to a. very 
large number of people in Australia, who 
are suffering from the effects of the per- 
nicious operations of a .Picture: Film 
Combine, whose manipulations ought to 
be made public. I, trust that the Go- 
vernment will appoint a Committee to 
make a thorough investigation with a 
view to preventing these people from 
carrying on as they do to-day, absolutely 
squeezing out of existence all Australian 
attempts to embark in the picture indus- 
try, and leaving Australian picture 
theatregoers absolutely at the mercy of 
American film producers. The Com- 
bine in existence to-day is. known 
as the Australasian Film Company. 
operations are camouflaged by the use of a 
name which would convey to most people 
the impression that it is an Australian 
company operating an Australian indus- 
try. As a matter of fact, it is an Ameri- 
ean Combine, which does ‘not produce one 
‘picture in Australia, but imports the 
larger percentage of its films from the 
United States of America. It has under 
‘its control almost the whole of the city 
picture theatres, including those of the 
Union Theatres Limited, 
West’s, and J. D, Williams’, while, quite 
recently, an arrangement has been made 
whereby the new firm of J. C. Williamson 
and Taits are working in conjunction 
with this American Combine. If a show- 

man attempts to present in Australia a 


ee ee ; 
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of the Combine will immediately 
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fis | 


Spencer’s, 


(Formal). 


purely local production, a represen 
upon him and inform him that unle 


terms, and give it a big percentage 0 
proceeds derived from the presentatio 
its pictures, it will refuse to supply him 
with a programme, so that he will ha 
only the one picture to show. 
way, a picture Showman business” 


about. This has been going on for s 
while, and it is about time the matter was 
publicly ventilated, and aches taken 

stop these ree 


able member su geest. as a means oe : 
tecting our Jocal picture film produce 


Mr. MAHONY.—I¢ is imperative that 
we should have a very much increased i: 
port duty on films, so that the Austra 
producer may have a chance to cor 
with this American Combine. _ 

Mr, Fotrny.—Doegs not the honoral 
member think that the Combine 
immediately put up prices? — 


Mr. MAHONY.—The present Se 
duty is ridiculously low, and the Comb: 
has complete control, Last. 
17,000,000 feet of films were impor ed 
the American Combine. 


of ha pictures that are bene sown 
unless a picture theatre proprieto 
agree to their terms they will not giv 
a programme, with the result that he 
obliged to close his doors. By way ot 
lustration, let me cite the case of a f 
known as The Silence of Dean Mait 
a very fine Australian production, w 
did much credit to the picture film in 
try of Australia. The moment ai 
tempt was made to show that picture 
the Lyceum Theatre, Sydney, a represe 
tative of the Combine informed the m 
who was conducting the theatre tha 
he did not take it off they would de 
him of the whole of their 
thus leaving him with only the 
picture to show. The Prope 
he Lyceum refused to do this... 
esult was that the 
rpiilee programme was ie 
the American Combine, and he ha 
close down. This Australian prod 
bas is been forced out of Austr 


age 


ia Bee, 1991. ls 
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1 of the methods of the Combine re- 
lates to the filming of that great Aus- 
tralian work, The Sentimental Bloke, 
which was written by a very brillant 
_ young man in Australia, and arranged 
‘for screening by an Australian artist. Lt 
_ is one of the finest Australian productions, 
we have; but by the operations of this 


ay a terican. Combine, it has been forced out 


. of Australia. It cannot be shown here. 


% ‘ di. a showman attempts to present that 
picture he will be closed up, unless he 


agrees to the outrageous demands of the 
_ Combine. 
Mr. Jowzrr.—Have these! facts been 
placed before the Minister for Trade and 
ams (Mr. Greene) ? 
-- Mr. MAHONY.—I do not know. I 

if am availing myself of this opportunity tc 

place them before, not only the Minister, 

but the House and the country generally. 
; ae is a matter that should not be dealt 
bine with behind closed doors. _ 

Mr. Hiees.—Why not wait till the 
3 Tarif is before us and let us get on this 

afternoon with the motion relating to the 

‘ Imperial Conference ? 

“Mr. MAHON Y -=This is a 
affecting the welfare of the people of 
Australia. When the honorable mem- 

ber was sitting on this side of the House 
he would never forgo an opportunity to 
ventilate public grievances. This I con- 
sider to be a serious grievance under which 
an Australian industry is labouring, and 
I am, therefore, ventilating it to-day. 
2 Having briefly st@ted the facts, I shall 
ask the Government to take effective steps 


; Le loosen the grip that this Combine has 


on an Australian industry. 
a Mr. Fotry.—The honorable member 
; suggests that a high duty would bring 
about that result? - 
‘i, Mr. MAHONY.—In the first place, I 
would urge the Government to appoint a 
Select Committee with the powers of a 
Royal Commission to force, if necessary, 
the giving of evidence and to investigate 
the operations of the whole Combine. In 
this way the Government would obtain 
first-hand information. 
Mr. Fenton.—Would not the action af 
which the honorable member complains 
amount. to a restraint of trade? 
dr. MAHONY.—It is a restraint of 
but the unfortunate picture show- 
in the grip of the La ae to 


matter . 


man pee was nmi The oe a 
Dean Maitland. Picture-show proprietors 
are threatened that unless they agree to 
the terms and conditions imposed by the 
Combine, they will be put out of busi- ~ 
ness. I am credibly informed that the — 
Combine demands 35 per cént. of the pro- : 
ceeds of a picture before they will alloy 
it to be shown. These people fron 
America, who do nothing whatsoever. to 
wards the production of Australian pic 
tures, practically charge Australians — 
licensing fee of 35 per cent. of the takings 
from the presentation of a picture filmed 
in Australia. it is about time that sor 


hide ought. not to poeaed the position 
lightly. I am speaking on statements 
made to me by people engaged in the in- 
dustry, and I should not so speak unless 
I was satisfied of their sincerity and relia 
bility. Mr. Spencer was the pioneer of 
picture production in this country, and 
in ten years he and those associated witl 
him made £400,000 cut of local produe- 
tions. There was no Combine in those 
days. Boe 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Was all tha 
money made out of local pictures ? v 
Mr. MATIONY. — Yes. Mr. Spencer 
erected a studio at Rushcutters Bay, Syd- 
ney, where he produced for the screen the 
peli-bnown play, The Fatal Wedding, at 
a cost of £400, and from its exhibition 
gained £18,000. I quote these figures in 
order to give some idea of the enormous 
profits which this American Combine must 


be making, and to suggest the dangerous 


power and influence they can wield ove 
those engaged in the local industry 
When Mr. Andrew Fisker was Prime 
Minister there was a duty of 2d. per foot 
on imported films; but I understand tha 
subsequently, Mr. Jensen, when Minister 
for Trade and Customs, under the dis- 


By that Act ‘the Minister for Trade an 


Customs is given power, if he thinks a 
local industry cannot reasonably suppl 


the wants of the community, to lower the oe 


duty, within certain limits, or, on th 

local requirements, to increase the duty. 
Mr. Hector Lamonp, Without © re- 

ference to Parliament ? 4 


Mr. MAHONY.—Yes; 


legal and legitimate under the wets ne @ 


id make no Chawleanar on oat ‘Score. 
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the moment that Mr. Jensen reduced the 
duty the Combine began to grow and in- 
crease in strength—began to get its grip 
on the local industry. There are many 
ulustrations that could be given of the 
effects the Combine has had—how it has 
closed up picture shows and threatened to 
withhold its own productions if any ex- 
hibitor produced a local work. I have 

no desire, however, to labour the ques- 
tion. We all Know that the picture in- 
dustry is one that has come to stay. 
It will be one of the greatest educational 
factors. in civilization, and, provided we 
have a decent type of pictures of edu- 
cational value, it must do incalculable 
good. But the Australian community 
must not be left at the mercy of an 
~ American Combine, whose sole idea is, 
not the education of the people, but the 
control of the industry, with a view to 
still greater profits for itself. “Such a 
position is not in the interests of Aus- 
_ tralia generally ; it is certainly not in the 
interests of the young folk of this country 
that, when they visit a picture theatre, 
| they should be continually shown Ameri- 
ean slang, which almost makes one sick 
to look at. Good old. English, as we 


know it, is quite sufficient for us, and it» 


ought to be good enough for use at pic- 
ture exhibitions ; 
people ought to be taught pure language: 
_ The claws of the American Combine must 
be clipped in so far as they affect this 
country. I hope that some of the Min- 
isters present will take a personal in- 
terest in this question, and direct the 
attention of the Cabinet to, it, with a 
view to steps for the protection - of 
the local industry, We ought to 
have pictures of Australian character, 
to build up Australian sentiment 
and an Australian ideal. 
tures tell us something about our own 
country, about the problems that confront 
and trouble this community. America is 
big enough to look after her own interests, 
and we ought to look after-ours. I trust 
the Government will do something to rid 
Australia of the incubus of the American 
Picture Combine, 


Mr, FOLEY (Kalgoorlie) [3.27].—I 
desire briefly to support the position 
taken up by the honorable member for 
‘Dalley (Mr. Mahony). For some years 
I have felt that there is need for improve- 
ment, not only in regard to the picture 
show industry as it affects the Tariff and 


eee 2 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] ? 


in any case, our young 


We should endeavour to imbue our pe 


Let the pic- . 


‘point of view, I am willing to have i 


that the picture theatres should be 


(formal). me i 


the revenue, but also in regard to i 
pictures themselves, as they affect 
classes of rahi “in Australia. pea 


OR a grievance, and to pe 
the need of protection or preference fo 
an industry in Australia as against some 
institution or persons in another part o 
the world, they immediately suggest, “U 
with the Tariff” as a cure. I do no 
think for one moment that if the Tari 
on films were increased 100 per cent., 
those who are now putting foreign pic- 
tures on the Australian market would 
affected one 1ota; because immediately 1 
Tariff goes up the price to the frequent 
of the theatres will alsogo up. Wehad 
example of this when the entertainment 
tax was imposed. My own opmion 
that taxation of that kind is a matter f 
domestic legislation by the State Govern: 
ments and Parliaments, It is net th 
picture show proprietors who pay tha 
tax, because the charge for admissio 
now 6d., and so forth, plus the tax; in 
deed, it would seem that these exhibitor: 
ate able to “fool the people,” not on 

‘some of the time,” but “all the tim 
When™an honorable member ventilates 
subject of the kind now before us, he 
ought to be prepared with some su 
gestion of a way out of the diffieu 


: 


with Australian sentiment, and the n 
effective way of bringifig about an 
provement in the pictures, and of iner 
ing their effect for good, would be, 
to impose a very high duty on impo 
films, but to cause the production of 
bores in Australia, Then, if Ameri 
producers wished to keep this. market, 
they Would have*to come here, and make 
their pictures, and we could con 
them, or if the Government had not 
constitutional power to do so, we cou! 
appeal ta Australia for an amendment of - 
the Constitution which would give 
that power. Of course, if the duty 
films is not sufficient from the reve 


creased. But what I suggest for the - 
provement of our picture shows and 
inculeation of Australian sentiment 


notice that within twelve months at 
one-fourth of their programme must 
sists of prchures io ip, in a 


| “Wormal), 


nat aE coh years one-half must con- 
ist. of Australian productions, and that 
£ 16 the end of three years three-fourths of 
their pictures must be locally produced. 
That would do more for the industry here 
increasing the duty on im- 
_ ported films. It would benefit Australia 
from the money point of view, and would 
inculcate Australian sentiment in the 
minds of our young people and of our 
old people, too, many of whom need it 
> as Touch: as ‘the young. We could also 
insist that at least one-fourth of the pic- 


ional. That would do away with much 
Vek the objection to picture shows. No 


ere are American pictures being shown 
in Australia which I consider most sug- 
gestive, and to which I should not like 
to take any young woman related to me. 
I east no reflection on any one, but I say 
that there should be a woman on the 
_ Board of Censors. She should be\a mar- 
ried woman who had had’ children. ‘The 
maternal instinct of such a woman would 
percely assist the Board in preventing 
_ the circulation of objectionable and harm- 
otal pictures. I hope that the Ministry 
will give this fable their earnest con- 
a Biden tion: I am a Protectionist, and I 
wish to see Australia producing pictures 
with Australian ideas, but we must not 
entirely exclude pictures from other coun- 
_ tries, because it is necessary for our people 
to know what is taking place elsewhere, 
and to be able to compare Australian ideas 
with those in other countries, and thus 
make any little improvements that may 
be necessary to keep us abreast of them. 


' Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3.36] one 
~ desire to voice a erievance regarding the 
_ treatment of the aged and infirm of this 
country. According to the statement of 
the Prime Minister yesterday, no effort 
- is to be made this session. toi improve the 
conditions of the aged and infirm. That 
statement will be a shock to the majority 
of the people of Australia. This is not 


ter. And; seeing how much the cost of 

iving has increased of late years, it is 
surprising that Parliament permits it to 
go unheeded. Conferences to consider the 
subject have been held recently, and shire 
councils have considerd it. . No doubt, 
other honorable members, like myself, 
.. had Be ot communications concern- 


> get a aca ‘rates. in- 


4 se} f 
‘ : 


tures in a programme should be educa-— 


one can accuse me of being a wowser, yet 


bers have received a letter embodying this q 


a party mattér; it is a humanitarian mat-— 


ee Yet no opportunity is to be givers 
us to do anything. I find it.difficult: ta . 
realize that our old and infirm people can 
get along on the present pension of | ‘15s 
per week. Great injustice is done to the a0 
by not increasing the rate. It may he K 
Greta that the financial position pr ecludes 

the Government from making any i 
crease, but I believe that the people ol 
Australia are willing to pay more in taxas 
tion to increase the old-age pensions, pro- ue 
vided that the money thus raised. shall be 
ear-marked for the purpose. At a con- 
ference at Hamilton, recently, many of 
those present: were political opponents — 
of the honorable member for New- 
castle (Mr. Watkins) and myself 
but | they recognised that this ques-_ 
tion is above party, and that the time 
had arrived to relieve the destitution of — 
the aged and infirm, The conference 
suggested—and I think honorable mem-— 


> 


suggestion—that a wealth levy should b 
made to raise enough money to increas 
the old-age pension to 20s. per week, 


Mr. Bamrorp.—I am with pen all ‘the 
way in that. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I am Ae to. edi 
it. The suggestion’ was a laudable one, 
because it came from men who have 
wealth, and will have to contribute. ‘The’ 
Treasurer, in reply to a communication — 
from the honorable member for Newcastle 
and myself, said that there are now 
138,736 pensioners; that the average rate 
of pension per annum is £37 16s. 2d.; 
that the annual liability of pensions i 
£5,250,000; and that an increase of 15s 
per week in the rate would mean a fu 
ther liability of £5 500,000. He poin 
out further, in regard to the liberaliza . 
tion of the ‘property and earning qualifi-. 
cations, that an increase of 10s. per week 
in earnings would increase the pension ex+ 
penditure by £750,000 per annum. T. He. 
liberalization of the property © quatifica- 
tions would also have a. considerabl a 
effect, because only 14. per cent. are n 
reduced on Sagsceay of property conc 
tions. Many E 
which they ei, in is to dine 
which they live, and they get from 8s. 
15s. per week in rent; but it is” ioe 


ea i Phe ceding Frank property. ex- | 
ceeds a certain sum, and that the cost 


living is now very high. This country i 
Mite! enoneh to re a “4 
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its old and infirm. The ‘war has, of 
course, severely strained our finances, and 
it. will be a considerable time before we 
can hope to obtain release from this 
strain, but we should not lose sight of the 
necessities of our aged poor. Notwith- 
standing the war, statistics show that the 
number of persons with banking accounts 
has increased, and that many persons now 
possess much more than they used to pos- 
sess. The questiom is, should we not get 
money from these persons to assist the 
poor? Those who are wealthy should not 
object to being called on to assist their 
less fortunate brothers and sisters, who, 
‘tn all probability, have had much to do 
with the acquirement of their wealth. Tt 
:3 due to the efforts of the pioneers of this 
country, who bore the heat and strain of 
the day, and are now infirm and aged, 
that others have become wealthy, and 
something should be done to assist these 
cid persons. If the Treasurer finds that 
a majority of members favour an increase 
in the pension rates, will he, notwith- 
standing the statement of the Prime Min- 
ister, be permitted to propose taxation to 
recoup the increased expenditure of the 
Government, and thus to balance his ac- 
counts ? He should not mind who pays, 
so long as he can get the money necessary 
to increase the pension rates. If we do 
not deal with the matter this session, 1t 
cannot be dealt with for at least a 
year, and it is crying for attention. 
Having regard to the increased cost of 
everything, I wonder how the pensioners 
manage to get along at all. If the Trea- 
surer would take a more favorable view 
of this matter, notwithstanding the present 
financial stringency, and allow the House 
an opportunity of deciding, I believe the 
House would agree to ‘a more generous 
treatment of the old-age pensioners and to 
the Treasurer obtaining taxation for the 
purpose from some other source. I am 
aware that he will not have the money at 
his disposal without imposing further 
taxation, but the people who have the 
money should not object to an additional 
impost for the.sake of the aged poor. 
Mr. Ritey.—I can show him where he 
can get the money. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I believe we could ' 


save a good deal by cutting down the de- 
-fence expenditure. The time has arrived 
when some step in that direction should 
be taken. Most of us told the people, 
during the war, that they were engaged 


ut 
pa 
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‘penditure in 


who earns £100 per annum clear is sup- 
_ posed to pay income tax, but there are 


(Formal). 


would make it appear that we are expect-_ 
ing other wars in the near future. — 
should be able to cut that form of ex-— 
penditure down to a minimum. . We 
might be able to save a couple of million — 
pounds in that way, and if we can do 
that, and expend the money in paying — 
increased pensions to the old people, such — 
expenditure would be more beneficial to 
the country than defence expenditure, 
from which we get no return. It would — 

be a good thing for the world if 
an understanding could be arrived at 

which would prevent all wars in future, i ee 
so that everybody might be employed ~~ 
in the production of things for the better- 
ment, instead of the destruction, of man- 
kind. If we can cut down our armaments ~ 
and increase the old-age and invalid pen-— 
sions we shall be helping the country — 
far_more than we are doing now by the ~ 
heavy expenditure upon defence. ue 


Yesterday, I made reference to the 
subject of income taxation, and I shall — 
lose no opportunity of calling attention — 
to the anomalies of the present Act. — 
When the Act was passed in 1915 the 
exemption was fixed at £156, but since 
that time the cost of living has increased — 
exactly 60 per cent. I said at the time ~ 
that an exemption of £156 was too low, ~ 
and I opposed it, but my party did not — 
agree with me. However, if the cost of © 
living has increased 60 per cent. since 
1915, there is an unanswerable argument 
for the increase of the exemption to at 
least double what was fixed then. If we 
were to increase the exemption to £300 ~ 
we should be doing no more than a fair 
thing, but, instead of increasing it, we — 
have, in the case of single men, reduced ~ 
it from £156 to £100. Every single man © 


many men in the country, following ‘pro- 
fessions and other callings, who cannot 
live on £2 a week, particularly if they 
live away from home. Even 4 girl who 
earns her living at typewriting must pay) 
income tax if she earns over £100, not- — 
withstanding that the excess may be re- 
quired to assist in the maintenance and 
education of other members of her family 
There should be but one exemption, an 
it should be much higher than it is now. 
Action to that end should be taken at 
once. I shall be told that ‘we shcu! 


“print ce eaaission’ s report. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I understand that 
the Commission has taken voluminous evi- 
_ dence, and that the printing of it will be 
owe but, at any rate, the Commission 


has a great deal of work to do, and a con- 
‘siderable time must elapse before it can 
"present its report. But certain anomalies 
are so glaring, and amendments of the 
Act are so necessary, that there is no need 
to wait for the Commission’s report. 
_ What is to prevent the Government from 
introducing at an early date a short 
amending Bull providing for an increased 
: _ exemption, pending a further amendment 
of the Act in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Commission if they are 
_ approved) by the Government. There can 
_ be no escape from our duty in regard to 
ee matter, and the Treasurer might re- 
_ coup himself for what he loses in this way 
i ee increasing the incidence of taxation on 
the people who have large incomes. He 
should get the money he requires, and 
that is the only way that he can geé it. 
_ We shall, be merely doing justice to those 
_ who to-day are working for very low 
_ wages if we increase the exemption as I 
have suggested. The House should have 
an early. opportunity of deciding whether 
or not it.is in favour of such. an amend- 
- ment. As public men we are not justified, 
after three or four months of recess, in 
_ merely dealing with the Tariff for two or 
_ three months, and then adjourning for a 
_ period while certain matters of urgent 
_ public importance are awaiting considera- 
be _ tion. The assessments for the current 
' financial year are now being collected, and 
the collection should be completed, by the 

end of June. If the Act is not amended 
immediately, the collection for the next 
financial year will be on the same basis 


Mdividual’s 3 income for the year ended the 
- 30th June, and unless we act promptly 
“every taxpayer who is in receipt of an in- 
come of over £156 will be required to fur- 


| en 30th June next, 


’Mr. James ~ Pacr.—If 


a trospective i in order to apply to the cur- 
rent taxation year ? 


urn in J sy and the De- 


_ year, returns on the present basis will be 


come within that category, 


im as at present, The returns must: show the. 


nish a return for the taxation year ending | 
| Parliament | 
2 ‘ amended the Act before the end of the | 
session, could not the amendment be made. 


be _CHARLTON. a The ic tayer 


ae int 


the Nae ges If the Act is oe smartest xf 
before the beginning of the new financial 


required, and the Government will not pi 
likely to agree to a retrospective amend- — 
ment which will upset the dewatmeqiine | 
arrangements. We must either ‘ameniil : 
the Act now or leave the law to operate in 
its present form for the next financial 
year. This matter is worthy of early conan hs 
sideration by the House. 
I asked a question of the Prime Ming 
ter to-day in regard to the delay in hear- 
ing applications for a reduction of hours — 
owing to the inability to get three Judges — 
in the Arbitration Court. The Prime 
Minister answered my question evasively. 
He said, in effect, that Mr. Justice Hig-, 
gins would not expedite the work of cases 
which had been listed in the Arbitration 
Court before the amendment of the law 
last year, that those cases had been oe 
the Court for a considerable time, and — 
that, although the Judge had power ta 
deal with them, he had not done so. I 
ask the right honorable gentleman 
whether there are not cases which do not 
but. which | 
have been referred to Mr. Justice Powers, 
and whether it is not a fact that in con- 
sequence of the inability to get three 
Judges to sit together in the Arbitration — 
Court, applications for a reduction’ of © 
hours cannot be dealt with. 1 understand — 
that a statement to that effect was made 
by Mr. Justice Powers. If that is dha 
state of affairs, it is clear that a necessity — 
exists for either the appointment of three. 
Judges, or for an amendment of the Act, 
so that hours of labour may be fixed by 
one Judge. In my opinion, it is farcical 
to require that hours of labour shall be 
fixed by three Judges, when one Judge 
may déal with any other question. is 
New South Wales Mr. Justice Beeby._ 


deals with applications for a reduction — 
of hours, “but under the Commonwealth 
Act we place obstacles in the way of ie 


settlement of disputes by saying that t this 


with, by three Judges, and then the Gi : 
vernment omit to appoint them. Eit 1e1 


the laws should be earried out a 


deal with, this question of noede mn 
een it must be ay with bot thi 
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* 


72606 


ty 


Supply 


Saves and there are not three Judges.” 

. Either the Government should give effect 
to the legislation passed by Parliament 
or Parliament should amend the law in 
order to permit of these applications being 
dealt with by either two Judges or one. 
We often hear bitter complaints when the 


workers seck redress by adopting other — 


than constitutional methods. How can 
they adopt constitutional methods when 
we deny them the opportunity? Nobody 
desires industrial trouble: Throughout 
my life I have advised the men to adhere 

_ to constitutional means of getting justice, 
but how can they do that if the law pro- 
vides for a certain thing which is not 
given effect to by those who administer 
the law? 


When we were discussing the Basic 
Wage Commission’s report the Prime 
“Minister said that the Government would 
take temporary action pending further 
consideration of the matter. The Govern- 
ment decided to give all Commonwealth 
Publie Servants a basic wage allowance 
of £12 per annum and 5s. per week for 
each child under the age of fourteen 
hehe but mstead of adding that £12 to 
the wage which the employee was then 
- receiving they started from a basis of 
£196, making the total wage £208, not- 

withstanding the fact that most public 
servants were receiving £164. Thus the 
- difference between £164 and £196 was lost 
to ‘the employees. They complained bit- 

terly, and rightly so, because they have 
mot received justice. Many public ser- 

vants are not getting the wage to which 
they are entitled, having regard to the 
imereased cost of living. The Government 
employees were loyal to the country dur- 
ing the war period, and did their work 
well. Postmasters in particular did: ex- 
ceptionally heavy work throughout the 
war, and are continuing to do it, because, 
in addition to the ordinary departmental 
work, they pay the war pensions and 
gratuities. Yet they have received no 
increase in salary to compensate for the 
increased cost of living. The Prime Min- 
‘ister is responsible for the position in 
which he finds himself with regard to the 
basic wage. In the course of his policy 
speech at Bendigo, he’ said— 


If we are to have industrial peace, we » must 
be prepared to pay the price, and that price 
is justice to ae Moreen Nothing less will 
a _ serve. Je 
625) Mr’ Charlton, 
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The Government is, therefore, appointing 2 
Royal, Commission to inquire into the ¢ 
living in relation to the minimum 
wage, The Commission will be fully « 


wage, and how much the punchuaiiee fem e] 
of e sovereign ies on depreciated Seer 


Sathites. ’ of automatically adjusting once 50 
the Tribe and fall of the sovereign. The Goy 


effective machinery to give effect to these prin. 
ciples. wi 


Later’ the Prime Minister created the 
Basic Wage Commission, which reported 

that a weekly wage of £5 16s. was 
quired to keep a man with a wife a 
three children. That recommendat 
rather astounded the Prime Minis 
and, notwithstanding _ his 


al Royal Commission to advise the 
vernment, he set aboyt devising som 
means o1 evading the Commission’s r 
commendation. Therefore, if contusio 
or dissatisfaction has resulted, the P: 
Minister has nobody but himself to bl 
Since the Commission’s report was sub 
mitted nothing has been done by the Ge 
vernment to give effect to it. We 
told that the Federal Parliament has ne 
the constitutional power to take any bik 
except in regard to the Commonwealih (¢ 
vernment servants. But we have poy 
to deal with our own servants; and why 
have the Government run away from tt 
Commission’s findings? They have n 
paid the wage which the Commissior 
commended; but have undertaken to 
£4 per week and 5s. for each chil 
And, in order t6 make that appear a 
right, the Prime Minister stated — 


total wealth pee dehiond of thes pcre 
into consideration, and int: fo und | 


its able ences would not-be st 
cient margin to carry on. It would 
interesting to ascertain exactly w 
figures were used as the basis of | 
Prime Minister’s argument. I unde 


stand that his remarks were based c 


statistics furnished by Mr. Knibbs 


year were very miich below a of 192 
Because there were increases, mean hil 


the general increase, it would probably 
tal between 30 and 40’ per cent. In 
she circumstances it would have been 
mly fair for the Prime Munister to 
fake that very considerable factor into 
consideration so that his comparisons 
‘might bear due weight. Another point 
s that Mr. Knibbs, in compiling his. 
tatistics, has taken into account only 
he wholesale price. How can any one- 
_ thus determine the country’s full amount 
_- of production? Mr. Knibbs takes the 
price of the manufacturer; and, upon 
_ the figures so compiled, the Prime Min- 


¥ 


ister makes his comparisons. The result 
is that they are fictitious. A very con- 
siderable sum must be added to the whole- 
sale price, in some cases. amdunting even 
to an increase of 100 @er cent. The 
whole position is unsatisfactory. The 
Prime ‘Minister stated this afternoon, in 
reply to a question, that it was for those 


* ; 


a 


ing the welfare of the country, they 
should institute a fresh inquiry. The 
Commission was a child of their own 
creation. When they went before the 
electors the Government announced their 
etermination to appoint the Basic Wage 
Commission in. order to confer a living 
© wage upon all workers; and thus they 
secured a great many votes, no doubt. 
But the Government cannct rest now. 
Mr. Piddington was asked to furnish an 
answer to the question concerning how 
the finding of the Commission was to be 
put into operation. It was a hurried 
request, and he had not the time to go 
clearly and properly into the matter. 
+ But, in any case, were his figures abso- 
_Intely correct? No one could get the 
necessary data to-day, even+from Mr. 
_. Knibbs ‘himself, on which to work out 
_ the position. Even in relation to the cost 
of living Mr. Knibbs’s statistical con- 
ae  elusions are not complete, for he bases his 
findings only upon certain lines of articles, 
_ and does not pretend to cover evary 
necessary item of a houséhold’s expendi- 
e. One must go into every aspect. 
ne Commission took evidence from all 


came — 
Pt lta Ay a 4 


Vieuit 


is difficult to state the: exact amount - 


_ deal with the basic wage during the cu 


he can certainly impose additional ta 


-tmade to disgorge some of it is 


decision that they should report in fave 
of the basic wage being £5 16s. 
of no use to say that the production. 
this country will not ‘stand the pay 
of that wage. If the Government 
that attitude, as they do, they hav 
right te order a further investigation, . 

Sir Josepn Coox.—The  honora 
member has been talking for about three- 
quarters of an hour, and he has already 
cut up about £6,500,000 sterling, 

Mr. CHARLTON.—If the Treasu: 
will guarantee that the Government ¥ 


rent session, I will sit down at onee 

Sir Josepx Coox.—For every. 
minutes that the honorable member 
tinues to speak, there will be anot. 
£1,000,000 gone. | ay: 
~ Mr. CHARLTON.—All I gant 
justice to the workers of Australia, a 
to our aged and infirm. 1 think ¢ 
Treasurer is in sympathy with the 
ideals, and that the only thing that baulks — 
him from fulfilling them is the finding of 
the money. There are various ways, 


tion. The fundamental consideration . 
this Parliament is the welfare of #1 
people. If the Treasurer will indicat 
that the Government intend to do “any: 
thing in the directions which I have just 
mdicated, I will say nothing further; but 
in the absence of any such asserance, 
have. to warn him that the time has 
arrived for honorable members to make 
the strongest protest against the pos: 
bility of Parliament adjourning witho 
having satisfactorily dealt with the tw 
great subjects of the basic wage and pen- 
sions. People with whom I talk want 
know why the old folk cannot get mo 
than they are now receiving. They say, 
quite rightly, “ You thought it wag neces 

sary to increase your salaries on account 
of the high cost of living. Why do net 
the old people get a rise also?” So 
thing ought to be done. It is not 
cient for the Treasurer to say tha 
outlay of so much more money. i 
volved. That money must be laid 
but I realize that a way must be fo 
for securing it in the first insta 
While the war was in progress, mam : 
Australians amassed great wealth 


nt 


Sy 


do not see why they should ne 
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| to add a little to the miserable sum 
which is given to our aged and 
infirm, and to increase, by an amount 
which will furnish a living wage, the 
weekly pay of our workers. ‘These latter 
were the people who preserved our coun- 
try through the years of crisis while 
others, safe behind their protection, be- 
came rich, I trust that, in this particular 
matter, I shall have the hearty sup- 
port of the honorable member for Eden- 
Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman), who 
has always taken a lively interest in the 
subject of pensions, and who, at the pre- 
sent time, has a motion on the business 
paper dealing with that matter. I am 
afraid, however, that it will be kept back 
and blocked. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—Order! ‘The honorable member 
has just drawn my attention to the fact 
that he is discussing something which is 
the subject-matter of a notice of motion 
upon the business paper of the House. ‘ 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, sir; but I 
am just concluding my remarks, and 
I took care not to Minie to the notice of 
motion until I had arrived at that stage. 
I trust that the effect of what I have said 
will be to prompt the Government to 
inform honorable members exactly what 


they ,intend to do, and when. 
Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [4.10].— 


I compliment the honorable member for 
Dalley (Mr. Mahony) on the able way in 
which he brought forward the very im- 
portant question of imported picture films, 
The present situation is a disgrace to the 
Government, and would be to any Go- 
vernment. It is shameful that every mov- 
ing picture-show in the country should be 
compelled to take the imported films of a 
certain Combine—and these films are al- 
most entirely American—and that, if any 
picture house were to display an Aus- 
tralian film without the permission of the 
Combine, the latter could withdraw its 
supplies, and thus ruin the offender. Such 


a situation should not be tolerated. The’ 


Treasurer is anxious to raise revenue’ 
Here is a fruitful source. Why should 
not the picture people be compelled to pay 
- duty on every foot of film shown every 
night? They are making enormous pro- 
fits out of imported films. The public 
patronize their entertainments every 
night in the week. The Government need 
money. ‘Therefore, why not enforce such 
a ieee 4 
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ead ne 


one ae that the “ eh coosesnie op 
would have to'pay more for their: be 
tainment. 


production. is filmed, the die should ai 
be given free of duty. : | 
Sir JoserpH Coox.—Now you wa to 


destroy revenue, ' 
Mr. RILEY .—No; I wish to deen he 
Treasurer. If he were to impose a duty 
of 6d. on all imported films he would rai 
—taking last year’s importations as — 
basis—about £300,000 per annum. I~ 
understand that one Combine mad 
£60,000 out of one picture alone. Why 
should these people exploit the country a 
a time when the Treasurer is more than 
ever in need of money? The members 
the Combine chiefly live outside of Aj 
tralia. They send their pictures here, 
make good Australian money, and ta . 
it out of the country. ae 
Mr. Manony.—There should be a Co ay 
mittee NN to babe the wh e 
business. | 
Mr. RILEY. lee and it aouly oe f 
some startling information. We wish to 
increase old-age pensions. Here is 
source from which the Treasurer coul a 
finance an increase. The Government 
would have the commendation of th 
whole community if they were to act 
this way and tax the Combine films en 
tering from the United States of Ameri 
It is a disgrace to a, wealthy country, h 
ing a booming revenue, that we sh 
not more generously assist our old>a 
infirm. | 


of the penOnee case, 


About a fortnight age I asked ie fe 
ister for the Navy (Mr. Laird Smith 


the cruiser Adelaide. It is very necess 
that I should have the answers bef 
the first meeting of the Royal Commis 
appointed to inquire into the Cocke 
Island Dockyard. A slur has been cast 
upon the workmen who have been 
ployed on the Adelaide. It hag 
stated that the vessel has cost more t 
£1,000,000, and that it has taken some 
years ta build her. I asked the Ministers 
how many alterations had been made 
the Adelacde, who authorized them, 
what did they cost? It ought not ‘to. 
ie a eae to secure that informa, 


holding back the particulars until the 
ymmission shall have met. In the in- 
_terests, both of the men concerned and 
of the Navy Department, the fullest in- 
Sethe should be provided. 

. Mr. Larrp Smirn.—I am anxious to 
“give the honorable member the fullest 
ee _ Particulars. 

Mr. RILEY.—Then, why should the 
- Minister allow his Department toa add to 
the delay? I hope he will Ae ately 
: send along a, ‘* chaser.”’ 


With regard to the basic wage : This 
Parliament owes a duty to the public. 
- While the wages of public servants have 
_ been increased, the workers outside have 
not benefited. But they were the people who 
demanded the basic wage inquiry, who 
eollected all the evidence, and who fought 
their case before the Commission. Legis- 
ation should be introduced to give them. 
the benefit of the decision of the Com- 
mission, If the Government are looking 
for further increases to. their revenue by 
means of the Tariff I warn them that 
they will only gain my vote in that direc- 
tion: vit they agree to recognise the basic 
“wage as prescribed by Mr, inane 

Commission. ae 


be a sufficient margin of Protection. 


a Mr. RILEY.—A ereat number of those 
‘directly concerned are already receiving 
adequate Protection, but they are not 
satisfied. They are the people who would 
| fight aginst any. reduction of hours, and 
against the institution of the basic wage, 
every time. I hope that, at an early 
date, the Government will introduce legis- 
- lation to give to the Arbitration Court 
_ power to confer the basic wage, and also 
to authorize reduction in hours of labour. 


‘The present income tax exemption is, 
Pete satoueiy low; but the most important 


factor about it i is the manner in which, by 
the operation of the sliding scale, it 
totally disappears upon incomes of £500 
_ and upwards. 
Parliament has been misconstrued, There 
ought to be a clear exemption of £156 on 
all incomes. I trust that the Government 
will see their way to bring in machinery 
ae, the basic wage will be applied. 
ey fio kat that a larger exemption will be 
-anted 1 in connexion with the 1 Income tax, 


eed i if Shae poe for od disc: purpose | 


and nies i elle spears on san oe 


Dr. MALONEY. —Todo that, Phare must - 


In this way the will of 


: ai (Bormaly 


ae to et toi the patient! ‘of 
creased invalid and old-age ae 


ness-paper, I am barred from speakint 
upon them. ‘This is merely a little bit o 
the fool game of politics, which serves to 
bring ridicule upon the House. A rule 
or regulation which comes to us from the 
old fools or fossils of the British House of 
Commons. prevents -us from speaking upon 
pensions because a certain motion has been 
placed on the notice-paper. No word of 
mine must be construed as being adverse 
to the ruling of Mr. Speaker, who holds 
the scales of justice evenly in this House. 
My condemnation hes against these fool 
Standing Orders’ that have been adopted 
by us even without discussion seriatim, 
Mr. FEenron.—Could not members on 
the Government side prevent the discus- 
sion of any important topic by placing a 
motion on the business- ~paper cere with 
it? 
Dr, MALONEY .—It is quite possible 
that by concerted action honorable mem 
bers could put motions on the notice-paper 
and under our fool Standing Orders we 
would be forbidden the opportunity. of 
discussing the subjects covered by them. _ 
My tongue may .be tied in the mattersof — 
asking for relief for the old men and old | 
women of this country; but [ am not pre- _ 
vented from speaking of the pets of the 
Government House push. When from a 
thousand platforms we asked the men of 
this country to go to the Front, we told 
them that their wives and children would 
be cared for. When it came to a question 
of the widow of a man who had been paid 
£30 per week, with a field allowance o 
25s. per day, the Government of the da 
brought in a Bill to give’ here 
gift of £4,000. Her loss may hay 
‘been as Weartren dine as was the loss of 
Tom Jones, wlo was only getting 6s. per e 
day. But how much are the Government 
paying to the children of Tom Jones? | ‘He 
may have left behind him six, seven ,: 
ei@ht children, but the allowance _ h 


-widow receives is blocked at the ‘fiftl 


ae ee there be a greater infamy 


child at Tom i ones, SWhO was ies pai 


6s. ‘per day, was > expected t to live on air 
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Yet that is the position, and this fool 
Parliament, elected by the people, who 
have no power of recall, can do nothing 
to remedy it. If the people outside had 
the right of recall whé would be carrying 
on this Tom-fool game? 


I suppose that Sir Samuel Griffith was 
the keenest legal mind that ever came out 
of Queensland. I have not been able to 
obtain the whole of the information as to 
the amount he actually received from the 
Government, but I am informed that in 
all he drew over £80,000 from, the Queens- 
land State Government, and subsequently 
from the Commonwealth Government. 
God only knows how much he received by 
way of allowance. That information has 
not been supplied. Here again I draw 
attention to the contrast between the 
treatment meted out to’ him and that 
which is*meted out to the old men and 
women of Australia. This man with his 
keen legal intellect knew that there was 
no pension attached to the post of Justice 
of the High Court of Australia. He had 
bestowed upon him the highest honour the 


world could confer upon a legal man,: 


when he was appointed @hief Justice of a 
continent. He was paid liberally, but 
after he had dragged over £80,000 out 


of the coffers of his country he held out. 


his hand and cadged for a_ pen- 
sion. At that time the Treasurer was a 
gentleman who now represents the void, 
wherever that is. At any rate, he deserted 
his country and went into the void. He 
said, ‘“ Yes, Sir Samuel, we will” give 
you £5 per day.”’ I asked for £5 per 
month for my fellow men and women in 
their old age; in fact, I had the audacity 
to apply to, the honorable member for 
Balaclava (Mr. Watt), who was then the 
Treasurer, for a pension for myself, He 
referred me to the Commissioner. for 
Pensions. J thanked him for_his con- 
sideration, but not for sending me to an 
oficer when he knew very well that the 
law would prevent me from obtaining a 
pension. However, I submitted my appli- 
cation for two reasons. J wanted, first 
of all, to show that there was no disgrace 
in applying for an old-age pensiog; 
secondly, I wanted a chance to get level 
with the cadger for £5 per day. That 
gentleman’s portrait is in the Queen’s 
Hall, where he is depicted wearing a wig 
made from the tail: of a horse. He has 
gone down to his grave with a stigma. on 
_ him, namely, that while every old man or 


old woman in this country was endeavour- 
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- due to him. I said that for the task h 


‘est of accountants who with a pencil and 


Persons can do far more good by the Ly 


ing to eke out an existence on 15s, 
week, he was paid a pension of £5 
day after having drawn at least £80, 
from the Government. After his dem 
it was left to my lips in this House 
pay him the credit that I thought wa 


had performed in translating the great- 
est of Italian poets into English vyernae 
lar verse, if he had lost his money 
speculation, I would willingly, contribu 
to a fund to recompense him a su 
equivalent to the amount I paid i 
income tax every year. Inquiry h 
showed me, however, that Sir Samus 
Griffith died a wealthy man. nih 


As I am forbidden to speak on the. 
question of invalid and old-age pensions 
by the operation of an idiotic standi 
order, I proceed now to a brief reference 
to the incidence of our income taxation 
An income tax properly collected and: 
distributed is one of the most just in 
world, that is, if we avoid the use of th 
wonderful curves which characterize ou 
system. J have never yet met the ke 


paper could tell one offhand the amount 
of tax lable to be paid on an income oi 
say, £755 per year. I have never ye 
met one who could not tell me the amoun 
due under the State Income Tax Assess- 
ment Act. Under the Commonwealth 
Act the person who makes any contribu 
tions to charitable objects is allowed t 
deduct whatever. he pays, provided th 
amount he pays in this way exceeds £20. — 


ment. of smaller sums than £20 to t 
who are in need of help, and I think 
taxpayer should be permitted to submit a 
table of the amounts he has devoted té 

charity with a declaration that t 
amounts have been so distributed. T 
average man in this community will n 
commit perjury for the sake of robbin 
the Treasurer of a few sixpences in th 
payment of income.tax. Is it 1 
contemptible that in these days of hi 
prices a girl earning £100 per annum, 
less than £2 per week, should be com# 
pelled to. pay income tax? If this Pa 
ment did its duty, it would legislat 
put in gaol the profiteers who are bat 
ing on the people. When we comp 
girl in receipt of an income of £10 
year to pay. income tax, we should at # 
same time pass legislation requiring 
food shall be sold at a fair price, and th 


\ 


‘ie ee shall ie eo etied ‘Under 
Saat ane: house to be a pro- 


> 


i aS. ee of a Ce eG to peace its 
laws so simple that the average man 
could understand them. The only coun- 
try that has done that is Frances Thanks 
the genius of a great man, France has 

e Code Napoléon, and Napoleon placed 
on record in his memoirs that he had 

to do his level best to prevent the lawyers 
from making ib a zzline code, I asked 
an official of the Wowie Department 
ia me wath a, departmental ready- 


Paeiinip: the amount oi the tax Sig 
od pay. Later on, the Treasurer said 


cpa cntal Ato aaeatia 


otha issued, bat he Ses outa 
lication is such that most people are 
The taxation 


n lined to laugh at it. 
. cials ‘to em AL have 


mprising B reat unibee ‘of pages 
. - explain the present 
income ee whereas a few 


ene hick has such an absurd, 

n if it be a highly scientific, system 
that of the Commonwealth. Is it not 
idiculous also that we should have to 
_pay both State and Federal income tax? 


rely a law to simplify State and Fede- 


taxation, and to secure economy in 
collection, should not be treated as 
ty measure. Is it not absurd that De 
he created thing of the people outside, 
e “not to be idermitted to deal with any 
isiness other than the Tariff during the 
sence of the Prime Minister in Eng- 
nd? If the Government would agree 


) bring in at once a measure designed to 


lify our system of taxation, and to 


de for a uniform tax, I would under- 


to vote ane it. tI am ofits hae 


spoken.» are Be 


the price of bread. 


t , bo » the corrupt 


aoe | ti a Diihiameth we “must ° 


pass any such measure, no matter h 
beneficial it might be, during the P, 
Minister’s absence. The rate of imco 
tax imposed on co-operative societi 
which do not pay dividends—whiel 
not amass capital to be hidden away 


converted into shares, but exist solely 


supply their own members with goods at 
the lowest possible cost—is also absurt 
and unfair, 


Coming to the anestton of picture ims, 
I think that every picture-show _~pro- 
prietor should be required by law to in 
clude in his programme at least on 
dustrial picture or a film of travel cal- 
culated to have an educational valu 
am a defender of the average picture 
show. I certainly have not seen any 
picture as vile as are some comic operas. 
I know of no educational influer Lee 
greater than that of the picture sh 
and I have always resented the En 
tainments Tax Act, under which a per orm 
entering a picture theatre is required to 
pay a special tax. The income earne / 
picture-show proprietors should be taxed 
but it Is an infamy to require ever 
person who goes to a picture sho 
to pay a separate tax. Imagine th 
passing of a law requiring the purchase 


of a pair of boots to pay a special ta 


of Id. in respect of every 1s. that ¢ 
boots cost ? The entertainments tax 
infamous. As to the complaint that ha 
been made in regard to the operations o 
an American Film Combine, we could en 
courage and protect the Australian fi 
making industry by requiring that 
Australian film shall be include 
every programme. We could also legi 
late to compel the Combine and oe 


ae sell their films at a stated price. I 
be true that the Combine is acting in: 


way described this afternoon, then it i 
as infamous as the refusal of the m 

to supply certain bakers with flour 
cause they would not agree to buil 

I suppose, 

that the same old game will vo. on unt 
- people, the creators of this’ ‘3 


anaes weahine more cewertal tha 
self. Parliament is the only create 
of which I know that can ie 


more powerful than its creator. me 


opinion it will be impossible to pu 
. Dwente and fra 


tiative, 


Supply 


is 3 rampant in Melbourne and every other 
Australian city until the people obtain 
control by means of the referendum, ini- 
and recall. 

Is it not ridiculous to be told that we 
must deal only with the Tariff while the 
Prime Minister is away? If the Tariff 
were disposed of in a week we would go 
into recess, and have what some people 
describe as a holiday; but I would invite 
those who think I have a holiday during 
recess to come to my rooms, 513 Eliza- 
beth-street, any Monday morning. If 
they do they will be quickly -disabused. 
I want it to sink into the minds of the 
people, who pay for everything—from the 
salary of the Governor-General to .the 
wages of the policeman—who also pay 


us—that they should ask those who are 


seeking their suffrages whether they are 
prepared to devote the whole of their 
time to the making of laws for their coun- 
try, or whether they are merely “‘ half- 
timers”’ or “‘ quarter-timers.’’, I have been 
trying for thirty years to secure legisla- 
tive recognition of the principle of the 
referendum, initiative, and the recall. I 
have lived to see the principle adopted 
by the strongest fighting party in Aus- 


tralia, by the Australian Natives Associa- 


tion, and also by the Nationalist party, 
although they keep the fact in the back- 
ground. I want to see this Parliament 
dominated by that principle, which it has 
unanimously affirmed. If the Country 
party follows the example of the great 
Country party of the United States of 
America, it will also adopt the principle, 


and with all parties in the House in 


favour of it it should speedily receive legis- 
lative sanction. Every honorable mem- 
ber, when he goes before his constituents, 
says, ‘‘I shall esteem it the greatest 
honour to be returned as your representa- 
tive—to act as your servant ’’—but how 
many men on being elected to this House 
or to another place turn a somersault, 
and vote as crookedly as they please, 
We have at all times wondered why men 
vote in a certain way. I think I can 
make a claim which cannot be made by 
any other parliamentary representative 
under the British flag; it is that 1-am 
the only member whose constituents are 
at liberty to remove me from my position 
at any moment. I glory in the fact that I 
had the courage to give them that power, 
and to leave it with them for thirty 
years. [would not stay here for a mo- 


ment if I did not feel I represented 4 


¥ Dr, Maloney. 
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exception of five of the older states on. 


(Rotman. 


majority of my constituents. The I 
endum, initiative, and. recall 


the United States of America. 
840 communities in’ America 


it in some shape or form, aur with 


the eastern side it is to be found in ope 
tion. By 


Sir. GrRanviLLE Ryrim.—What s. the 
chief advantage? : 


Dr. MALONEY .—The clingaa ane oP 
fraud, corruption, and bribery. 
the referendum, the initiative, and the 
recall it would be impos ssible to. Jose 


hosteaties to the Sydney post- othe a an 
little further on towards Newcastle, a 
a imagine that to be lost, and ee 


price at which it is sold to our enemie: 
Such conditions could not possibly Pp 
vail if the people. generally had a r 
voice in the management of their o 
affairs, but this highly necessary refo 


must rule. a came prepared to spout | 
another matter, but, owing to the tricky 
action of a man, whom I love and vene- 
rate in spite of his faults, I was thwar: 
I can assure that honorable membe 
however, that I shall use the forms of the 
House to “get level’”.” 1 haope that 
shortly we shall have simpler rules o 
debate, and, above all, that the peo 
who pay our salaries, and those of ever 
public official, will have some say in the 
management of public affairs. [ object. 
fa dhe Anercasea in Public Service salaries 
that were made during the ro i 


aban 4 is : receiving + £2, 000, and Donen) 
1,500 per annum, they having been 
ssed over the heads of men infinitely 
siter than they. I do not know what 
e public servants of Australia are doing — 
to tolerate this sort of thing. I feel 
certain that there is no Minister of ex- 
perience who has ever witnessed such the only Teseats given ‘ee his dis 
happenings in the past. However, I being that of his insolvency. This reason 
can do no more than, protest, and say 1s only justified on a technicality—by a 
at if the press would only let the public strict AA ira of the Act unde 
10 | half of the “ fool game” here, ey t 


see such a chang ue made. _ No lal 

at party occupies the Ministerial 

ches we shall never have proper go- ( 

nment until the a have the con- Cocaine ane ai that he ie 
somewhat Pe ated. mee cir 


vency. ne one Galen Walker fan 4 
dismissal ; and the poeumen i have 


Metevaene ade. some remarks a Oe 
oi oy I have here the ag t 


ree the Hea pivelace of. i 
rights in the South Sea Islands. J 
somewhat exhaustive report, and Be dn aoe 
intend to read it; but it completely exone- 
rates Lieut.-Colonel Walker of anytht. 
of a questionable character. — 


ae 
able eben” was going to speak? ae ey yea just one paragraph, Ww 


are ae to at i me as he did, and 


been. a. to ae the bargain, as it wer 
Reeves ‘Lieut. ae Nea as Oor 


On the 1st October, 1920, the War § 
Homes Commissioner addressed, the fol 
letter to Mr. Caldwell:— ni 


“ cia ok 480 1 aes id so I 
‘think; but the honorable member ous the 


ra We een “In view of the misrepresentation }; 

Oa of your rights regarding the leasing 
Mr. BAMFORD.—The honorable mem- Pacific islands of Vanikoro and: Tevai, 
can make a personal explanation, or demand the return of the sum of 

ak on the adjournment of the House. ‘®8 paid to you by me on behalf of this 


h 
: matter to which T de esire to i d dress mission for an option to purchase your all 


iy 


interests in the said islands, which int 
have since ‘been proved to be bogus. F 
you are advised that, should you fail t 
the said sum of £5 to me on or before he 
instant, such legal action as the circumsta 
warrant will be. ge against you withot 
ontaining : a further “warning.” NN ie 
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M cere he is what ae Public Accounts 
Committee say in regard to that— 


It subsequently transpired that the payment. 


to Mr. Caldwell of the sum of £5 had not been 
made. The peremptory threat to institute legal 
proceedings against him appears to have been 


an ill-chosen and belated attempt to vindicate — 


the Commission. 

Tam credibly informed that it was not 
at the instance of Lieut.-Colonel Walker 
that this demand for the return of the £5 


was made, but that it was made by the 


solicitor acting for the Commissioner— 
that Lieut.-Colonel. Walker was not re- 
sponsible in any way. 

Mr. Hrcror Lamonp. Eas the de- 
mand sent without direction? 

Mr. BAMFORD,—Apparently. As,to 
the allegations of perjury, the report 
of the Public Accounts Committee com- 
pletely exonerates Lieut.-Colonel. Walker 
—exonerates him from anything in th 
mature of shady transactions. There is 
nothing in the report that, even by infer- 
ence, could justify any one in saying that 
Lieut.-Colonel Walker has done anything 
improper. The report indicates, and the 
evidence shows, that Mr. Caldwell agreed 
to sell to the Commissioner a lease which 
Mr. Caldwell had not, and never had, in 
his possession. The honorable member 


for Melbourne, speaking the other day, 


 said— 

To produce a document which is absolutely 
orged, in order to ruin another Australian, is 
infamous, I know that the soldiers have not 
been treated as well as, perhaps, honorable 
' members would desire. Any man put into a 
position such as that occupied by Colonel 
Walker ought to be of a character. absolutely 
above geen 
Where is the reproach against Lieut.- 
Colonel Walker’s character? Is it the 


fact of his insolvency? 


Dr. Maroney. —No, that is not it, and 
you ought to know it. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—The pean mem- 
ber went on— 
but the streets of Melbourne neraer Sy shriek 
at his name. 
Is that correct ? 
eorrect. Where is Lieut.-Colonel Walker’s 
name mentioned in any way discreditable 
to that gentleman? 


Dr. Matonry.—Ask Captain Burkett. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—Is Captain Burkett 


“the streets of Melbourne” ? 


- Dr.’ Matonry.—It was in the streets 


of Melbourne, particularly Russell-street. 


(REPRESENTATIVES.} 


‘Hansard. 


It is absolutely in-. 


| ppelpetia. 


(Formal), 


‘Mr. BAMFORD.\Then 
must have been sotto woce. 


Dr. Matonry.—How many hun red 
of one settled the, mae i 


Si aationl At oe 7385 of our. 
sard report, he is reported to ‘have : 
this statement— ee 
It is, therefore, certtin that Lieut 
Colonel Walker, wither deliberately or reek 
lessly committed perjury, and the object. we 
as aes formally by me, to injure Mr, . 
we 


Pariby of a Abeba itien to dis : ve 
torney-General by Mr. Woolf, a privat 
eat so bes speak. The Attorney-Gene ud 


property ft thevacuon of the honoracl 
member in referring to it in this chambe 


before that. 
saw it. 

Mr. BAMFORD.—1I have not seen 
and I should like to know who else sa: 
it. Now it 1s in Hansard. aria. 

Dr. Matonsy.—Only part of it is 
IT can. Tet you see he 
of it. a 
Mr. BAMFORD The hengrages 
ber, very illogically, added—_ 

If Lieut.-Colonel Walker is conte ‘ 
pocket the statement made in the letter w ic 
I read in the House, that he is guilty of wiltv 
perjury, I have nothing more to say.” 7) 
Colonel Walker is making every endez 
vour to get the statement made ou 
the House, so that he may take ste 
vindicate himself, . He can do that ni 
if the honorable member will wai 
parliamentary privilege, or repeat 
statement outside. This is a copy of th 
letter which was sent to the hong b 
member on his bahalf— a 

On Thursday last, in. the House of Re ae 
sentatives, you made statements reflecting u 
the character of our client, Lieut.-Colon 
Walker, that are as libellous, if not pro 
by privilege, as they are untrue. Amo 
other things you said of him, “To 


document which is absolutely forged in. 
to ruin another Australian is infamous 


On behalf of our client we challenged 
to repeat these statements under curcumst 
freed from privilege, “and we will give 
plenty of opportunity to prove them. 
have not recklessly abused your position 
privileges as a member of Parliament you ¥ 
give our client the chance of disproving 
things, .or be man Fneaen | to wiuae Ww 


Pee 
courts, and always has, the 


. back | ee Hiainable mom ber’ rs tie will 

accept the challenge of Lieut.-Colonel 

alker, whom I have known for thirty- 

years, and against whom, I say, no 

ch infamous charge as that of perjury 

ul be made without an opportunity 
eng: aaa to him to refute it. 


er for Melbourne? 
Me 


oan — The 


honorable 


a ck and it eontaing no See 
of perjury, or any cther crime, against 
a soesalan Walker. Tf the hon- 


does he not give an oppor unity for 
aera to be proved? | 
Matonry.—Let Lieut.-Colonel 
ales sue the man who has accused 
‘ pi ‘Woolf accused him to the At- 
eral. 
AMFORD.—The onus of circu-, 
t ae charge of perjury is on the 
iorable member. Hitherto he has al- 


stood for fair play, and for the 


dication of those who have been in- 
1. We have often known him to 
pion some one who has suffered 

ler an injustice or an alleged injustice. 

Dr.  Matoney. —Yes, and you have 

| ed me. But you do not want to help 
an “who is accused of perjury. 

if -BAMFORD.—1I ask the ‘honorable 
tber to say outside what he has said 
or, at least, to waive the parlia- 
i ds privilege in sya fas of those 


_GABB eh nis [5.8]—It seems to. 


hat it is the intention of the Govern- 
i acting through the Repatriation 


fea reduce gradually, but 


ensions of deserving war 
re are ot 


her matters which 


-on a more liberal scale. 


 (Rorma). NM 


such as 


I mle well ventilate 7 
the old- sO e 


need for increasing 
sion rate, 
incidence of hes! income tax on 
smaller incomes, but I shall deal n 
with two cases in which war pensi 
have been reducéd, with a view to h 
them recorded in sata: During mm 
electoral campaign, I said that history r 
peats itself; that many heroes of 
Peninsular War, of Waterloo, of — 


war drifted behind us, the more an wo 
be pees Cred our ‘Australian sol 


Already, thera! 1S dene ches our. 
victims need the help of others than th 
who cee: to be their vite ae friends, 


ting a ee of a Adina we of 
Labour party in New South Wales, wher 
a Labour Government is in power. 


Mr. GABB.—I am speaking of South 
Australian conditions, and leave it to the 
honorable member to deal with those of hi 
State. No doubt, he knows of many case 
of men who are not being justly trea 
in respect of war pensions. ‘The first. case 
to which. I direct attention is that of a 
man who, after drawing a war pension 
for practically four years, was told t. 
his ill-health was not due to the war, and 
he was thereupon deprived of his pensio: 
When he complained of this treatment he 
received the following official reply: 

I have to advise you that the Repatriat 
Commission, Melbourne, having considered a8 
the facts of the case, ‘decided that your di 
ability was not due to war service, and. ¢ 
celled your war Pension, but the Principal 
partmental Medical Officer recommends the 
you apply for an invalid pension, as you 
apparently eligible for same. 

Surely, if the man’s ill-health were , not 
due to the war, he would not have been 
eranted the pension in the first ifstan 
As to the recommendation that he shoul 
apply for an invalid pension, there seems 
to be an attempt to substitute civil p 
sions for war pensions. I hardly 

the object of that, unless it be that 

15s. a week can be paid by way of in 
pension, and that the war pensions ar 
Invalid pension 
are given only to those who are incapab 
of pane thee a Ce a ma 


Bsr aly 
. wre 
guleesy 
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drew a war pension, is in such a condi- 
tion that the Principal Departmental 
Medical Officer recommends him to try to 
obtain an invalid pension, the Repatria- 
tion Department should see that justice 
is done to him. Let me read what 
Gunner Yates, ex-member of this Par- 
liament, a returned man, now secretary 
to the South Australian Branch of the 
Labour party, writes of this case :— 


IT have sent him to the Repatriation Depart- 
ment here, also drafted a letter for him to 
Merry, all to no purpose, and they refuse him 
any redress. The man hobbles into, my office 
frequently, and is a total wreck, although 
he was a strong railway navvy when he en- 


listed. They have granted him half cash. for . 


his gratuity, and on this he is living, and 
£ hope that his pension will be restored to 
him from the time it ceased, for there is no 
eratitude to a man to give him something 
with one hand and then take it from him 
with the other. I personally ventilated this 
case at a meeting of the R.S.A., and the man 
continually haunts the Repatriation Depart- 
ment, only to get worse treatment than Bell 
spoke of. 


Eyidently he refers to the honorable 


member for Darwin. 

_ The second case is a little different, but 
behind it is the same principle of cutting 
back the soldiers’ pensions, irrespective of 
whether or not justice is done. The man 
in this case was for eight months in a 
tunnelling company in France, and then 
“he became ill. I shall read the ruling that 
has been given in regard to his pension, 
because I do not believe that the ex- 
officers, who are members of this Parlia- 
mnt, will sit back and allow such a ruling 
‘to continue. The man did not appeal * 
when his sustenance allowance was cut 
down, but he did appeal when his pension 
Was. toduced from £3 3s. to £1 1s. per 
fortnight. This is the reply he received 
from the Department— 


Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 
dist July regarding the cancellation of living 
allowance received’ from this Department, 
which has been paid up to and including 30th 
June, 1920, and I have to advise that a ruling 
has been received from head-quarters of this 
Department to the effect that the Repatriation 
Comm ssion has decided that men who eniisted, 
when advanced in years, and were discharged 
for pre-existing constitutional diseases, con- 
ceaied. or latent on enlistment, would not be 
eligible for sustenance, nor ean the Depart- 
ment accept any liability in connexion with 
medical treatment. In view of this decision, 

your case was subject to review, and, under 
the circumstances, no further allowance can 
- be granted you by this Department over and 
above the war pension’ that you are at present 
‘Feceiving. 
.. Mr. Gabdb. 


FEAL ney Seats 


Ha steal 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


: (Formal). i 


I am perfectly confident that when mei 
bers of this Parliament appealed for 

cruits from the platforms throughout 
country, they did not say that if reer 
were advanced in years* and it was late 
discovered that they had pre-existii 
diseases, concealed or latent at the time 
of enlistment, they would be treated dif. 

ferently from others. . 


Mr. McGratu.—How do the medical. 
officers know that the diseases were P 
existent ? : 


Mr. GABB.—That is what I was a uu 
to ask. If the Department is to be al 
lowed to sneak out of its obligations t 
these men by saying that they had pre- 
existing constitutional ‘diseases, concealed — 
or latent, a. way will be opened for thi 
cancellation of many pensions which sol- — 
diers are at present enjoying. © If this | 
ticular man was pple to do tunnel. 


oiled or a aben ‘Unless hororalia mem 
bers are prepared to see that justice 
done to returned soldiers, the hards 
which, under the plea, of ‘financial st 
gency is at present being imposed u 
the old-age and invalid pensioners, as 
admitted by the Treasurer, who says th 
he cannot find the money to do 
should be done, will be extended to 
men who did their duty overseas, an 
time goes on that injustice will be 
greater unless we, as a Parliament, « 
our duty. I hope that honorable mem er 
who were officers during the war, and 
these men through binant a fight, wi 


Sales baling the Rensbriaiae Gorn 
sion. It would appear as if the mé 
object oo nee Commission vk to ne 


eee to neat hs cutkine down “ru 

pensions. | | 
Mr. West.—The 

has great Cee 


honorable nee De 


my first name is Moses ! An any rat 4 
I eee sufficient gts lite of the 2 rid 


say, or the opinion of the day or 
week or the mouth, but to look ae ‘th oe 
verdict of the century. And history a 

far back as it can be traced, shows ee n 


a is a . nutisance, ‘and the hay the war 
ecedes in time the bigger nuisance he be- 
omes, if he is looking for financial sup- 
emport OF égnsideration | from those for 
- whom he has fought. I can see history re- 
oy _peating itself in the cases I have brought 
_ before the House. I am not mentioning 
these matters for any party purpose, be- 
cause | give honorable members on the 
- Ministerial side credit for having the 
interests of the returned soldiers at heart 
as much as I have, and I wish them to 
assist me in seeing that something effec- 

tive is done. Apparently because ‘the 
Prine Minister is departing for England 


_ these matters are to be allowed to stand . 


over until next year, but I know that if 

-men had been told before they went to 

Wa war what they are being told now 

i Rey would have said, as many of them 

are saying to-day, “ When there j is another 
war they can have it on their own.” 


. Mr. BAYLEY (Oxley) [5.22]—I de- 
a a to bring two cases before the House, 
because for ithe last six or nine months I 
“have failed to get any redress from the 

es Departments _ concerned. The first case 
oveas that. of: Wilfred J. Hodgkinson, late 
ae able seaman in the Australian Navy. 
This young fellow was employed upon 
 ALM.A.S. Australia and, during coaling 
operations in Sydney harbor a hauser 
_ snapped, with the result that he was 
severely injured. He was taken to hos- 
Home where he remained for a consider- 
able time, and his left arm was amputated. 
The boy’s mother came down from Bris- 
bane, and later the Navy Department 
eh to settle all claims on behalf of 
the boy for the loss of his arm by the 
eeement of £132.. When the mother. re- 
lated the circumstances to me I told her 
that the boy was injured in the service 
| ae his country, as much as if he had lost 
his arm in the war. The Navy Depart- 
ment was agdin approached and con- 
sented to increase the amount to £198, 
cy hich the mother was informed was the 
: maximum amount that could be granted 
2 der the regulations. That amount was 
aid to the mother. The War Pensions 


rm or leg shall receive a pension of 
per week, or £39 per annum, so that 
gape paid by’ the Navy "Depart- 
nt to this young seaman is equivalent 
ei Trearsy pengian, Ace a bene-_ 


the Repatriation Department in Brisbane 


t provides that a. man who has lost: 


Raa dadeh that Able! I mention 
matter to the Minister for the © 
(Mr. Laird Smith), who said he : 
sympathetic, but sympathy does not O 
very: far. {f he 


The bos was ae gale in tie service “of. i 
Navy, and if we are to build up an Aus 
tralian Navy that will be worthy of the — 
name, we must see that those who are in- 
jured in the service of their country are 
adequately. cared’ for. I claim that @ 
pen pes Of £19545 pik 


practically the whole or his working I li 
before him. a 

Mr. McGraru.—Has not the Depar 
ment found a job for him? 


Mr. BAYLEY.—No. The Nagy ae 
partment tried to evade all responsib: 
and advised the boy to apply to the 
patriation Department for employm : 
For months he has haunted the offices 


but up to the present time no employment — 
has beeu found for him. His people ar 
doing for him what they can. At presen 
he is attending college in the endeavour t 
fit himself for a clerical position. In_ 
meantime the Navy Department is sitting - 
back and doing nothing. The depart- 
Hae conscience > has been salved ae a 


further for ee auch I hone 
case to- ee because i ath ie e 


sary, detail the cusheaes in order t 
something further may be done for a b 
who, when he lost his arm, was as much 
in the service of his country as he - 
have been had he been engaged in 
like operations when he sustained tbe 
jury. " 
Mr. James Pion ott is the D. 
ment’s duty to find work for him. 
Mr. BAYLEY, eae is” eo 
tion. 


; 
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example of the State Railway Depart- 
ment. Down at the dock we see a one- 
armed man acting as gateman. Even pri- 
vate employers accept responsibility for 
injured employees, but a great institu- 
tion like the Navy Department shelters 
itself behind a regulation, and does prac- 
tically nothing. 


_The other case is that of D. W. Jones, 
a returned soldier. Upon his return from 
active service he was adjudged worthy of 
“a pension, but at the end of six months 
he had to submit himself for re-examina- 
tion. The Medical Board pronounced 


him physically fit, and accordingly his 


pension ~was cancelled. But he was a 


Federal public servant, and when he sub- 


mitted himself to «the departmental 
' medical officer he was pronounced phy- 
sically unfit for re-employment. On the 
one hand he.is denied a pension because 
he was pronounced physically fit, and on 
the other hand he is refused re-employ- 
~ment because he is said to be physically 
incapable of carrying out clerical duties. 


The records show that ever since his re- 


turn from the war he has never bee 
absent from duty except when he was ill 
for a number of days during the influenza 
epidemic. This man has applied to the 
Department over and over again, without 
success. He rightly claims either the 
pension or the fight to work. He asks 
for no favours. If he is not entitled to 
the one he is fully éntitled to the other. 

Mr, Poynron.—In what Department 
is he employed? 

Mr. BAYLEY.—He was employed in 
the Postmaster-General’s. Department, 
Brisbane. 
under the notice of the Minister con- 
cerned, and of the Public Service Com- 
missioner. A few weeks ago, he was 
notified that in twelve months’ time he 
would have to submit to a medieal ex- 
amination, and that if it was then found 
that he was in a fit condition he would be 
re-appointed to his position. Pending that 
examination, he has been appointed tem- 
porarily in the Records Branch of the 
_ Postmaster-General’s Department, Bris- 
bane. The young fellow is either fit or 
unfit. If he is physically unfit to do his 
work, he shouldbe given the pension. If 
he is “physically fit, he should be debarred 
from the pension, and a position found 
for hin such as he is een to. 


Pathe 


‘(REPRESENTATIVES : 


His case has been brought 


, Formal). 


Mr. MAKIN (Himkaarehy [5.3 33 
desire to voice my feelings ‘Tegal 
various ewer orcy which exist in Bi, 


the House—to which, sir, you have alread 
drawn attention—it will not be compet 
for me now to deal with one ‘eos ph 


the matter of increasing the pension ra 
a from that, I desire to ees | 


cause the ee Ree fe 
not adequare discretionary powere: Me 


before this House; and, since the pen 
sioner concerned. has not received the ¢ cor 


no hostatane in again Sahin tie ea - 4 
The circumstances have to do with a 
young man whe is suffering from tuber-_ 
cular complaint. For the reason that he 
is living at home with his parents, 


he has reached thé age of manhood 
not permitted to benefit by the provision 
for an invalid pension. If he were to % 

move to some other residence, the pension 
would be given him; but, because he 
mains 1 ‘his father’s home, where h 
receive the best of treatment and sym 
thetic consideration, both he and 

parents are penalized. This ano1 
should be removed. I wish to ref 
one other matter, which I have previoush 
spoken upon in this Chamber, and th 
with respect to giving pensioners the righ 
io earn more than ‘they may do withou 
having their pensions reduced, At pre- 
sent, the earning capacity of an old. a 
pensioner is limited to the same amoun 
ag that which was decided upon when the 
purchasing power of money was. a 
greater than to-day, and when economi 
difficulties were not so pronounced. Wou 
it not be possible for the Treasurer t 
relieve the hard lot of our aged and i 
firm by permitting a higher margin. 
earning capacity without reduction — 
pension? There are many widows 
receive pensions, and who, as they 
older and feebler, find that they ¢ 


They go to ees mathe pee a is Why 
should they not be permitted to enjoy the 
full amount of the rental which they might 
: ure from their old home? Why should 
re be any reductiou in pension? It is 
mifestly unfair. I hope the Govern- 
nt will amend the Act so that wider dis- 
-_ eretionary powers may be given to the De- 
partment administering pensions to afford 
-rehef in the Pirections which I have in- 
‘dicated. There is also the urgent claim 
of blind pensioners. They should be per- 
mitted to have their full pensions as a 
‘right, and should not be penalized by the 
fact of their being able to assist them- 


Sei: a 


selves by working. 
_ When the sum of £156 was fixed as the 
“amount of deduction permissible in con- 
-nexion with the income tax, the value of 
money was far different from. the value 
to-day. Since 1915, there have been 
huge increases in the cost of living, 
namely, that what could be purchased 
aah “Toil ‘for £1, in 1915 required 
25s. 4d., and in 1920, 35s. 8d. I do not 
consider that the amount of £156 exemp- 
“tion was adequate even six years ago; it 
should have been £200, at least. But it 
“cannot be logically claimed that in 1921 
an exemption of £156 is fair. The Go- 
vernment will be lacking in their duty if 
they do not take steps to relieve the posi- 
tion of thousands of people who are com- 
-peliled to deduct, from their already inade- 
quate earnings, a sum by way of income 
‘tax. Those who are barely receiving a 
living wage fail to secure exemption. Even 
ae they had not to pay any taxe® their 
earnings would not ede. a reasonable 
standard of comfort; they merely receive 
a wage of existence. 


n despair because of t8e demands of 
Income 
nnot make 


Tax Department, wheu they 
porn ends meet. The 


3 aie the peey coming into their 


he exemption ig applicable, it fails 


In the case of many 
le, there is: ertoadly no poupesn. 


f income 


iudtoiee in She nate 
the fs ay oe in ee 


‘ata 


that solution by adjourning the House 


People have come to 


legislation; and if nothing is done in 


persons who are on “the bread trae 
receiving an adequate roman oe ea : 
the services they are rendering to the Wk 
community, their homes suffer and their 
wives and children are obliged to go with 
out clothing, and often without food, i 
order to provide the amount of ince 
tax they are called upon to pay. It i 
not equitable. Those who are best abl 
to afford the tax should be called upon 
to pay it, and those who are subject t 
dificulties or are in unfortunate circum 
stances should be relieved of the tax a 
much as possible. Therefore, I ask th 
Government to give consideration to thi 
matter at the earliest possible moment. 
It demands earnest consideration from 
those honorable members who profess i 
have the welfare of the aieomes | a 
heart. 


I object to this Parliament, site 
recess while there is still work to be done 
There are many pressing problems of ¢ 
most difficult character confronting. Aus. 
tralia, the solution of which demand 
that we should remain here. The Prime 
Minister. (Mr. Hughes) has told us tha 
the only business likely to be considered 
this session, is the Tariff, and he uttered 
a cheap: sneer at the expense of honorable 
members on this side who desire to Wisc. 
by saying that we are “blacklegs” 
our class. I have come into this Hae 
with the idea of rendering faithful ser 
vice to the people who havesent me here. 
desire a solution of the many difficult and 
complex problems that confront the peo- 
ple I represent, and we cannot arrive dt. 


Such questions as the basic wage, the 
pensions of tubercular soldiers, a re-ad 
justment of the invalid and old-age pen 
sion rates, the Public Service superannua: 
tion, and other urgent matters call for 


these directions this year, they cannot be 
considered until the middle of next year. 
I preeet 1 the House ace int: 


a ae Lie Malia: wees some ee . 
of the Ministry seem to tHink desirable 


There has been a gross betrayal by 
Prime Minister and the Government 
anda nalte to the Tae ash of ine basic 1 Ww 
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~ In October, 1919, the Prime Minister 
promised an inquiry by a Royal Commis- 
sion into the amount of wage that 
would afford to those engaged in industry 
in Australia a reasonable standard of 
comfort. That inquiry was duly made, 
and, as a result, the Commission presented 
the recommendation that £5 16s. per 
week was a fair and reasonable wage 
for a ‘man, his wife, and three chil- 
dren. But immediately that report was 
submitted, the Prime Minister, in an 
endeavour to side-track it, called upon 
the Chairman of the Commission (Mr. 
Piddington) to prepare a memorandum 
showing how the basic wage might be 
paid, and whether industry could afford 
to pay it. That memorandum was, I 
understand, hurriedly prepared by Mr 
Piddington, but there are features of it 
which are certainly open to contention. 
Mr. Piddington was prepared to base his 
figures upon an amount at the point of 
wholesale price instead of at the point 
of retail consumption, but he included a 
great army of workers he had no right 


to include, seeing that he had taken the ~ 


wholesale price as the basis of his calcu- 
lations. The value of Australian manu- 
factures in 1913 was £161,560,000, 
whereas the wages paid during the same 
period amounted to £33,606,000. That 
is to say, for every £100 worth of goods 
£20 163. was paid in wages. In 1918 the 
value of the output of manufactures tad 
increased ,to £298,000,000, while the 
wages p aid during the same, period had 
only aay ne to £38,300,000. There 
‘was a comparative Teor be in the 
‘amount of wages paid to the extent of £4 
per £100 worth of goods manufactured. 
Instead of deriving an advantage the 
workers of Australia have during recent 
years suffered an actual Ltigos per 
_ £100 in the value of manufactures. This 
is a fact that should not be overlooked 
by the occupants of the Treasury bench. 
They promised to institute this inquiry 
and apply the finding of the Commission 
to the workers of the Commonwealth, and 
it is their bounden duty to see that. that 
is done. I find that the £298,000,000, 
which represents the value of production 
in 1918, represents the value at wholesale 
_ rates Be the six principal items of. produc- 
- tion only, and that the wage of £5 16s. 
is based on retail prices. As a matter 

Mr. Makin. . 


' 


i. <i hye 
Re at 


-{REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


consumption and not at the poi 


dington. 


(Formal). 


wholesale prices as taken 2 Mr. 


Mr. Fenton —And Mr. Knibbs., 


also. It is most important to in 
the value of production for 1918 was 
lowest since 1914, that since then 200, g 


betwoeh 1918 and the 30th Tames 
the value of the £298,000,000 
signer barnes have been £409,000,0 


spect to the fixing oe 2 bas wage a 
the ability of industries to pay it, 
a fair request that we should tak 


instead of basing bmn: on the vah 
the point of production or wh 
prices. In any case, opportunity 
to be given to the House to d 
the basic wage question fully bef 
it rises, because we have a Taube ti 
peciee to the people of Aust: 
who are ee under the. be 


reasonable me ME ‘Tam ba 
of fostering these industries, but 
less they are prepared to give a 
return to the wealth producers I sha 
reluctant to afford them that meas 
Tariff Protection they request. : 
30th October, 1919, the Prime Minister 
said that in order to secure ind 
peace we must be prepared to pay 
price, which, he said, was justice to thi 
workers. | N othing less would serve 
said. ‘Therefore, it is now due to us 
do that justice by stipulating that eff 
shall be glen to the finding of the 
Wage Commission. This afternoo 


honorable member for Darlin 
Blakeley) asked the Prime Me 


f considering Mr. Piddington’s further 
1emorandum. It was a very reasonable 


- 


ae that the Commission which had 
gone sO thoroughly into all the details 
should be given the opportunity either of 
e “indorsing that memorandum or of declar- 
ing it to be a statement of the position 
that did not fairly demonstrate whether 
% the basic wage of £5 16s. could or could 
_ not be paid by the industries of Australia. 
_ There is not, in the minds of the Prime 
| Minister hed his supporters, any desire to 
--meet the position fairly and squarely. 
, 3 Bhe right honorable gentleman, as re- 
ae ree in Hansard, stated last year—_ 


‘One thing I do reject auotntaly and with- 
nao; oak reservation. I reject, because of its’ im- 
a possibility, any proposal to pay £5 16s. 1 
- reject it because it will bring ruin to the 
~ country, and ruin to every man that it “is 
_ intended to benefit. L 


of the high prices of necessities, with 
which the workers of Australia are con- 
* tending, we should take steps at once to 
secure fo them:a wage that will insure 
‘them a reasonable standard’ of comfort. 
The industries in which they are em- 
ead and whose wealth they produce, 
should pay them a wage that will give 
them ample opportunity to enjoy those 
eas which are a fitting reward of 
citizenship of the Commonwealth. Our 
natural resources and the great potential- 
ities of this country are such as would 
allow for a basic wage of, not merely £5 
16s. a week, but infinitely more, pro- 
_ vided that we had a more equitable form 
dof wealth distribution. I find that 82 
per: cent of the people of Australia secure 
- only 15 per cent. of the wealth of the 
country; the remaining 18 per cent. have, 
in their possession, 85 per cent. of it. 
While that state of affairs exists I shall 
not cease to protest against it. It is a 
“most inequitable distribution of wealth, 
and I shall avail myself of every oppor- 
_ tunity | as a member of this Parliament to 


shore 


L a wage as Keith ae of a Bu able 


a Bethe again ee give it an opportunity 


~ Recognising the difficulties in the shape : 


, Corser, E. B. C. Page, Dr. Earle 
Foley, G. Poynton, A, a 
Foster, Richard Prowse, J. H. 
Fowler, J. M. Rodgers, A. 8. 


Cunningham, lL. L. Riley, E. 
Fenton, J. E. Ryan, T. J. 
Gabb, J. M. Watkins, D. 
Lavelle, T. J. West, J. BL, 
‘Lazzarini, H, P. 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
“Makin, N. J. O. Catts,. J. H. 
Maloney, Dr. Page, James 
Pairs, 


ard of comfort being enjoyed by the 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Panrematta 
Treasurer) [6.5].—I move— Ma 
That the debate be now adjourned, 


ent of the time they will lose we 
adjournment of the debate. at this stage o 


Question—That the wo , 
adjourned—put. The House Reyes 
VOB! ON aoe ey ane aee 
Wea els Aaa too) ae 


Majority ae iol eee 
AYES. ; 


| Hill: W. C. 


Atkinson, L. 
Hughes, W. M. 


Bamford, F. W. 


Bayley, J. G. Jackson, D, 8. | 
DLT Aare ee Jowett, ‘E. % 
Best, Sir Robert Lamond, Hector — 
Blundell, R.:P. Lister, ips 


Livingston, J. 
Mackay, Gi 
Marks, W.-M. 3” 
Marr, 0, Wit, 

Maxwell, G. A. 


Bowden, EH. K. 
Cameron, D. C. 
Chanter, J. M. 
Chapman, Austin 
Cook, Sir Joseph 


Francis, F. H. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Greene, W. M. 


Ryrie, Sir Granville - 
Stewart, P. G. fs 
Wi ienholt, A. 


Gregory, H. Wise, G. HL, 
Groom, L. EK. Tellers: 
Hay, A Burchell, R. J. 


Higgs, W. G. Story, W."H. 


NOEs. 
Anstey, F. Mathews, J. 
Blakeley, A. McGrath, DG 


Moloney, Dever 
Nicholls,’ S$. R. a 


Brennan, F. 
Considine, M. P. 


MeDonald, C. 
armneeitt, M,. 


Bruce, 8. M. 
Smith, ed 


That the paper—League of Natione Van. 
date for German Possessions in the Pacific 
Ocean situated south of the Equator, ott 
than: German Bare and Nauru—be printed. 
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Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [6.11].—It 
was somewhat unfortunate that I had to 
address myself to this question last even- 
ing at the end of the political crisis 
‘ Mr. Brennan.—At the end of a perfect 
ay. , 
_ Mr. HIGGS.—At the end of a perfect 
day in so far as the prospect of a general 
election before its due time was concerned. 
When the debate was adjourned last 
might, I was referring to the desire of 
Great Britain and Japan to renew the 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty in a form that 
would be acceptable ta the League of 
Nations.. I took the view that it was 
mnpossible that an Anglo-Japanese Treaty, 
such as would be acceptable to the League 
of Nations, would be unacceptable to the 
United States of America, I find that 
the general Arbitration Treaty, which 
was signed on 3rd August, 1911, was, as 
the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine) interjected last night, not rati- 
fied by the Senate. 
Mr. Rvyay:—So that clause 4 is not a 
Saving clause. . 

Mr. HIGGS.—I would not; say that, 
clause 4 of the Anglo-Japanese Agree-, 
‘Ment 1s not a saving one, since the Senate 
of the United States of America did 
ratify an arbitration agreement ’ with 
Great Britain. 

Mr. Consmine.—But not a general 
arbitration agreement. 

_ Mr. HIGGS.—It ratified, in 1918, the 
Fenewal for a period of five years of an 
arbitration agreement between Great Bri- 
tain and the United States of America, 
which was signed on 4th April, 1908, _ 
Mr. Consrpinz.—With what exemp- 
fai ‘tions @ : 
Mr. HIGGS.—I freely admit that there 
_ were a considerable number of exemp- 
tions. I am sure honorable members will 
not argue that because of certain excep- 
tions to the Treaty of 4th April, 1908, 
_ which has been renewed for five years as 
from 1918, there is any likelihood of the 
United States of America ever going to 
war with Great Britain. 

Mr. Consipine.—I think there is a 
big probability of that very shortly. 

Mr. Ryan.—The question is whether it 
will be obligatory on Britain to go to 
_ war against the United States of America 
in support of Japan. 

Mr. HIGGS.—According to clause 4 


ef the Anglo-Japanese Treaty it is pro-— 


vided that either party entering into 


a general arbitration agreement wil 
another power is not called upon to O- 
war with that power. | er 
Mr. Ryan.—There is no general 
tration agreement. ~ “5 ae 
Mr. HIGGS.—To all intents and pur-~ 
poses the agreement of 1918 is a general 
arbitration agreement between G: 
Britain. and the United States 
America. The honorable member 
Barrier (Mr. Considine) believes that 
United States of America will be at w 
with Great Britain in a very short tim 
‘but I think there are very few people 
Australia who agree with him, » | 
Mr. J. H. Carrs.—tIt is dead certain 
that Australia will not go’ to war 1 
America ! | wv 
Mr. HIGGS.—There is just as mu 
good feeling between the people of At 
tralia and the people of the United Stat 
of America as there is between Brite 
and Americans. I was saying that 
my opinion, the League of Nations ou 
to be supported by all honorable m 
bers; and I hope the time is not far 
tant when the maintenance of the Leagu 
will find a place on the platform of ev: 
political party in Australia. I sugg 
to my former friends of the Offie 
Labour party that they should, a 
earliest. opportunity, place on their 
form the plank, ‘‘ Maintenance ¢ 
League of Nations.’’ ne 
Mr. Constptne.—I hope the Labe 
party will not be so silly! nae 
Mr. HIGGS.—If there is any hop 
the world for the ideals aimed ab I 
sane and moderate men of the Offte 
Labour party it is in the Leagu 
Nations. JI regard the League as 
means whereby the necessity for a 
Imperial naval expenditure may a 
be reduced, if not avoided altogeth: 


ties of kinship between Great Britain < 
Australia. I am so anxious that th 
ties should be strengthened that I ar 
prepared. to vote for the appointment t 
London of a resident Minister from ~ 
Commonwealth. I hope there will 
Imperial Board, Committee, or Ce 
whatever it may be called, of re: 
Ministers in London representing 
Dominions and Great Britain, the 
dent Ministers to also occupy the positio 
of delegates to the League of Nat 
‘It is extremely necessary that we sho 
appoint a representative to the E 
Honorable members will have 


Mr. Ryan. anes is too hradh 


Mr. HIGGS.—It is a large sum,’ for 
de reason that we demand the same 
voting power as any other State. I am 
quite in accord with Senator Millen’s 
proposal that there should be some more 
_ equitable: distribution of the expenses of 
the League. Those expenses, I think, 
ought to be borne more on a per capita 
basis, so that the larger nations may pay 
‘their. due share, and not expect a small 


- State, with a ‘population of 5,000,000, to - 


pay as large a sum as they. If some hon- 
orable members take exception to the con- 
tribution of £44,000 as being too large, 
how does that sum compare with® the 
‘millions of money we shall have to spend 
on military and naval defence if the 
reas of pe hons does not turn out a 
_ SUCCESS. 


; ‘Mr. J. H. Carrs.—tf the League of 
Nations is effective, it would be a small 
sum for us to pay. 

i Mr. HIGGS. The. object of all should 
be to make the League a success. I be- 
_ lieve Imperial Federation to be quite im- 
_ practicable. I cannot imagine that the 
Commonwealth would agree to surrender 
any of its powers in the making of laws 
for the peace and good order of the 
Commonwealth to an Imperial Parlia- 
ment sititng, say, in London, thousands 
of miles away. 


_T come now to a most important part of 


ay 


panda c ; 


Quite. recently. a statement was made by 


, ‘ character, so far as Australia is concerned. 
It was that Britain was no longer able to 


' the Dominions must do their share. . . . 

We are confronted with a position grave in 
the extreme. What are we to do? What is 
4 our. _ policy to be? We depend for our very 
_ existence on the maintenance of the control 
- of the sea by Britain. Britain says she can 
- No. longer afford to maintain the Navy at its 


+ Dominions to ‘consider the question, and pre- 
: sumably — to contribute their share. 


hall be glad to hear what the Prime 


on in money, in kind, or in men? 


the Prime er s speech, in which he 


the British Government of most portentous. 


maintain the Navy at the ‘strength necessary — 
for the complete protection of the Empire, and 


‘and expenditure of 1919-20. 


‘solidated: Revenue Fund, that the estiy 


relative pre-war strength, and calls upon the > 


er has in his mind. Is it a con- 


te Lord Forrest, when the matter 


oie was dncubeed rae years ‘ago, said ne a 


thought we ought to contribute £5,000. 000 
per annum to the expenses of fey Batee 


‘Navy. This question of a contribution — - 
is a most delicate matter, on a par with — 


a discussion between father and son a: 
to the future upkeep of a home. I am. 
vot prepared to say offhand what our 
contribution should be. We ought to bear. 
our due share in the defence of the Em 
pire. The right honorable the Prim 
Minister will, of course, advocate that: 
but I contain te feel that the Imperial 
Conference should have brought to its. 
knowledge what the public debt of Aus- 
tralia is—what our obligations are. The 
States of Australia,/on the 30th June, 
1919, according to the Budget papers pre- 
sented by the Treasurer, in September 
last, owed £400,576,535, while the pub- 
lic debt ‘of the Commonwealth, was. 
£381,415,316. Since then we have been — 
borrowine more money, and I imagine 
that at the present time, in round figures, 
the public debt of Australia, State and 
Federal, is in the region of £800, 000,000. . 
We are stall borrowing to pay our way; 
that is to say, we do not collect enough 
money in the way of revenue to pay our 
debts, and we continue, and we shall 
have to continue for some time, to bor- 
row. : a 


Sir Roserr Brest.—Not to pay anntal 
expenditure, but to pay loans, 


Mr. HIGGS.—We shall have to fee 
row to pay our annual expenditure, and 
to meet our war obligations, and rang 
£20,000,000 borrowed necessitates our 
being prepared to pay at least £1,000,000 
annually interest for a number of years.’ 


In the Estimates of receipts and ex- 
penditure for the year ending 30th June, 
1921, there is a comparison “of the Esti- 
mates of 1920-21 with thé actual revenue 
From that 
we learn, under the heading of the Con- 


mated receipts for this year are:— 


Balance brought forward 
from previous year for 
payment of invalid and 
old-age pensions and 
war pensions i 


Ordinary receipts 


D 


Te 


__Inperiat FE 


A Ho papment eS the ‘Aes 
intérest on loans 
raised by the Cormmon- 
wealth for the States 


oF’ 


< ‘ 
, Total revenne 


£63,364,700. 


911,250 


—- 


‘That does not include. certain war ser- 
vices, which are to be paid out of loans. 
On the expenditure side— 

Ordinary services 


. £21,183,895 


Additions, new works and 
buildings i 
War services—_ 
Total estimate, 
1920-21 . £62,241,931 


Less amount to be 


paid from loan. 


Total . 


1919-20 
Less amount paid 
from loan 


Payment. to 
special payment of £90,000 to 
State of Tasmania 


Interest—States 


actual, 
-. BIO,L9 13822 


25,400,000 


ai 


45,439,414 


ee 


States, 


including 


Loan Acts—re- 


coverable from the States 


ment of 


Total expenditure 


3,070,502 » 


36,841,931 


6,865,000 


911,250 


. £68,872,578 
Balance carried forward for pay- 


invalid and old-age 


pensions and war pensions 


239,545 
pened 


£69,112,123 


But there are war services to be paid out 
of loan funds, and the money will he 
raised in this way— 

War Services— 


Loans 
Not 


' War savings certificates 


Works Purposes— 


Loan raised 


raised— 


raised 


including 


certificates 


ae 


raised 


and 


war 


and 


‘to be 


savings © 


to. be 


Northern Territory Loans— 
Loans to be raised .. 


.. £25,000,000 


400,000 


£25,400,000 


v 


£4,368,444 


£223 814 


_ If we afld the expenditure out of our ordi- 
hary receipts, the money to be raised for 
war services, and the money to be raised 


Vago 


a $34 
Cae a 
REERIO 


ee unitniee 
receipts 

Loan raised and to be rad for 
War services - f 

Loans raised and to Be raised 


for 


Mr, 


works 


Higgs. 


out 


of 


ie iegiontie 


for works, we get the following = — 


£69,112,123 
25,400,000 


4,368,444 


pete nai se LEELA 


£98,880,577 


Rice ‘this 4s : a peace "y' 
spending only about £5, 000, 00 


to send Bie to fight, BPE 


‘they will be much less, 


by the Australian people for the 1 


_Mitchell, Leichardt, Kennedy, 


we spent last year. . 


fatich to ronnie the wlio a8 


gations min continue es some e time. 
Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 


Mr. HIGGS.—Fortunately, thi 
we have not had to borrow more 
£25,000,000, whereas last year we 
rowed £45 ,000, 000. But the Trea 
will agree with me that he canna € 


ag he expects to receive this ye 
doubt if the Customs and Excise r 
will continue at the nee sum. 
£26 med 000, : 


Mr. HIGGS.—Nor can he exp Ci 
income taxation to give as much r 
because, owing to- the fall in pri 
pastoralists and others who now 
bute a large part of that revenue 
receive such large incomes, and he 
rede on to Pay bh Laas oe | 


‘6 pene to pelts men foe serv e 
the Navy, should the need for th: 
vice unfortunately arise, than to 
buie largely to its maintenance, _ 
we offer to train a volunteer force 
10,000 men to man the war-ships 
of need ¢ 

I hepe that I shall not be misunde 
when J say that it is difficult te asse ; 
money value the work that is being 


ance of the British Empire For 
what money value can be put on 
fices that have been made by our e 
such as Hume, G@unningham, Stu 


ee and Wills, and many me rs , 


pioneer squatters, miners, and ee 
yen who have followed in ‘their tracks. 
Scores of men perished 3 in the early days 
of this country’s development. ‘We can- 
~ not determine the money value of thé de- 
yelopmental, work done in this country. 
relieve ‘that. eat is nothing com- 


_ See that are. rap endured by 
; . ead in Sal fg hal a bush. 


t 


a on as He journey +o 
me other family many miles distant. 
; i, a& common thing in Queensland to see 
children, some of them seven and eight 
_ years of age, leaving by a goods train at 
8 o'clock in the morning to travel 20 miles 
Q to a school, from which they return at 
90 clock at night, having been away all 
day from their parents, and largely de- 
_ pendent for their safety during the train 
_ journey on the kindly offers of the guard 
of the train, who™ may not even ‘know 
their names. 

| s “These families are developing this part 
Bee a the Empire so that it may be a home for 
the sons and daughters of Britishers, and 
their efforts and sacrifices must be con- 
idered when the question is asked, “What 
are we doing for the maintenance of the 
G “Empire?” See: 

“The need of the Empire before the 
war was a Navy strong enough to 
a “maintain the supremacy of our flag on 


pin Tee, 


@ seas; and, priuile we should not reduce 


i Tighe), 1 Sabi, has not an nach 
faith in the League Be Nations, but I 
plead with him to use his great eloquence, 
2. and eae in an effort to 


le ork may be abled at it is 
ble for human beings, wah al their 
aknesses, to. remain. always at peace. 
- West.—I do not think that you 
o mich with the. League of Nations 
illes eae is ola in 


one reads the story of » the explora- 


from the savages who preceded us. — 


- Conference should be directed to ascer 


Or 


eee ‘do not ah to interfere i in ‘the affairs : 


_ the meat 


Ss achievements in a cateer icon: very. 


hearts of men; 
change is more than skin deep. 


me if so, ‘eae me ) 
‘Whe 


tion of the ruins of Empires that 
have passed away, and remembers th 
present unrest of the world,’ it’ seems 
not unlikely that our civilization pee 


like . those that have ‘precedéd it, 
pass into oblivion. I believe, ea 
in. Progress, and, I take fhe vie 


expressed by Professor Tucker in one ‘on 
his essays, that the man of the future — 
will be as far removed from us as we are 


hope, therefore, that the League of Na- 
tions may become a success, and that our 
public men of all parties will strive to © 
make it so. The honorable member for 
East’ Sydney interjected that the Cov 
nant of the League of Nations will have 
to be amended, and I suggest to the Prime 
Minister that his efforts at the Imperial 


taining the objection of the United States 
to that Covenant. I am sure that the 
Americans would accept some of its clauses 
in their entirety. Is it the clause which 
declares that the League of Nations will — 
preserve the integrity of existing States 
the regional undersvandings that 
they object to? Whatever be the — 

reason for their-objection the statesmen 

of Great Britain and the Dominiens ~ 

should try to ascertain it, and then eden : 
vour to remove it by an alteration of the 

Covenant. JI am sure that that Cove-. 
nant might be altered so as to make it a 
acceptable to the American people. 


of the League ue Sudiacs it aaa be 
come the success that bhige who ance . 
lieve 1 in it wish it to be. 


of Europe. eae 

Mr. HIGGS—The Americans hava 
long desired to keep free from European 
emcee al but if paey were eee 


ates States ine their powers of sal 
government, they would, I think, 


hope that re may return in che ae 1 
health, with fresh laurels gained we D Ww 


Imperial 
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Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [8.12].—1 
think that every honorable member recog- 
nises the importance of the matter that 
we are discussing. Like those who have 
preceded me, I realize the need of con- 
ducting this debate on a high plane. It 
is necessary that we should weigh every 
word, and should, as far as possible, avoid 
Saying anything that may injure this 
country in its international relations. The 
subject to be discussed is a. delicate one, 
and I propose to express nothing but 
friendship for the nations to which I may 
have to refer. There is no neéd for hos- 
tility, and I am sure we feel no hostility 
to the Japanese. We have the friendliest 
feelings towards them. Every State and 
everv people should have an opportunity 
for the legitimate fulfilment of its aspira- 


tions, and enough of the surface of the. 


earth to live upon. While we stand for 
a White Australia, which is now the re- 
cognised policy of the country, we are 
prepared to allow room—and there is 
room—for the development of every other 
race and nation. At the same time. we 
should avoid suggesting to others how 
they should put their house in order. It 
18 not within our province to tell the 
United States of America what should be 
its attitude to the League of Nations. Tn 
conference we may put forward our 
views, but in a debate of this sort 
1b is out of place—of. course, I ex- 
press only my own views—to suggest 
that America’ should have accepted 
the Covenant of the League of Nations. 
That was a matter to be decided by the 
American people themselves. It has been 
fully discussed before them,.and_ they 
have come to a decision upon it. It will 
be quite unnecessary for the Prime Min- 
ister to go to London to find out the rea- 
sons why the American people rejected 
the Covenant of the League of Nations, 
because those reasons have been made 
known by discussion upon the public plat- 
forms in the United States of America, I 
must confess that ‘many of the points in 
the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, to which exception was taken 


during the discussion in the United 


States of America, do not commend 
themselves to my judgment. 
the people of that country were quite 
justified in desiring to make a re 
servation on the question of immigration. 
They desired that that matter should be 
one for their own decision, and should not 


be submitted to the arbitrament - of the 


s ny ‘ + 7 f 
uct oe } ' 


ASG ae ; Fle isa dR AT an bik! 


[REPRESENTATIVES ] _ 


I think 


Con ference. 


League of Nations. And I might 
through all the various objections - 
in the United States of America t 
Covenant of the League, and there 
honorable member but would admit 1 
there was reason and sound sense beh 
the contention of those who opposed the ~ 
United States of America joining the 
League, even although we might not 

agree with them in every particu 


However, that is a matter for the 
people of the United States 
America. We must all agree that 


is unfortunate that we have not a 
nant of a League of Nations that com 
mends itself to all the great powers of th 
world. That is something we all lesire 
and I am so optimistic as to believe thatif 
the matter is approached as it ought to k 
it wil yet be possible to formulate su 
a Covenant, to which all the great nation 
of the world will be signatories. But w: 
shall not: promote that objective by takin, 
any captious exception, at the pre 
moment, to the attitute taken up by ' 
great United States of America. — 
most remarkable feature that TI h 
noticed in listening to the debate on this 
motion is the great change that has taker 
place in the public utterances in) re 
to important public questions during 
last few years. It was not so long 
that we were told by the Prime Min 
that as a result of the war and the Peace 
Treaty Austtalia had taken her plae 
amongst the nations of the world. | 
we hear the same honorable gentle 
belittling this country, for I think th 
one of the outstanding features of 
speech was the manner in which h 
eried Australia, He said, with regar 
the people of Great Britain— a 
Why shoud they svend their money tc 
fend us? What do they “ain from us? I de 
not ask what we gain from them, because o 
gain ‘s obvious. Se 
Later on he said, in reference to the p: 
posed Anglo-Japanese alliance—° 


Now kere is our dilemma—our interes 
safety, lies in the renewal of the Anglo-. 
ese ‘Treaty. % 


I do not subscribe to that statement 


Mr Ricuarp Foster._I do. 
Mr. RYAN.—Teo be fair to the 
Minister, I admit that he did not 
that we should not be friendly to 
United States of America. ey 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostser.—He sa 
order to make the alliance comple 
three nations must be in it. 


Me. RYAN. —He 
the 
able to the United States of America, 
- ‘if? possible,’’ 
possible — 


‘discussion of the 


i I Tira A | Hs 


‘ad said that 
Treaty would be made accept- 


but if that were not 
the Treaty must be made 
all the same, provided that there was in 
it nothing contrary to the principle of a 


White Australia. Another notable change 
is that whilst we were told that the late 
war was fought to end war, to protect 


the rights of small nations, ‘and to give 
self- determination to small nations, we 


know that since then, even within the 
bounds of our own Empire, there have 
_ been struggles for self-determination, and 
certain conduct on the part of the Govern- 


ment—I do not say on the part of the 
people—which has drawn very severe 


criticism from two large parties in Great 


Britain. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrar. —F rom a section . 


only. . 
‘Mr. RYAN. Laer say of large Dies. 
T am showing that there is a remarkable 
change in many respects from the 
attitude taken up, and the protestations 
made, while the great, war was in pro- 
gress. [I am not going into any detailed 
“matter, because the 
question with which I am dealing is too 
wide: We were told, too, by the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) not very long ago 
that the League of Nations would solve 
all our future difficulties in regard to 
international affairs. Now, he seems to 
throw aside the League of Nations, and 


_ the only person on the Ministerial side 


who appears to be a strong adherent of 
it is his colleague the Treasurer (Sir 
Joseph Cook). The Prime Minister has 
turned from the League of Nations, and 
relies entirely on the Imperial Conference. 
He says it is necessary that he should 
attend that gathering in order that we 


might make such arrangements within 


the Empire as would enable us to resist 
aggression from without. There is not 
one word in the whole of his speech on 
the question of disarmament. He did 
not say that he would make representa- 
tions that Australia desires steps to be 
taken to. bring about universal disarma- 
ment. a 
Mr. Went. Foster.—That was the 
| of his contention. 
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these shores after a mere vague intima- 


to proceed, without placing some reserva- 


that any arrangement made with regard \ 


_within her power to do so, 


agree to the Treaty. 


-of this country. 


national relations, and the possibility of 7 
our being involved in war, for us to — 
allow the Prime Minister to 20.) from 


tion of the lines upon which he propose 


tion on his powers. In my opinio 
whatever he does on the other side of the — 
world should be subject to the approva 
and ratification of the people of Australi 

Mr. Maxwewtu.—He has said that. 

Mr. RYAN.—He has not said it, and i 
will not say it. What he did say w. 


to naval expenditure would be subject to — 
the approval of this Parliament, but he 
has to give that undertaking, because. Tee, 
money can be expended upon naval — 
defence or anything else until this 
Parliament has approved of the proposal. — 
But the right honorable gentleman has. a 
made no bach statement wich regard to 
the renewal of the Anglo-Japanese alli- — 
ance. After giving us a vague outline of 
what he proposes to do, he is to depart 
from these shores, and what he does on 
the other side of the world is apparently 
to be final, and binding, on the people of — 
Australia. It is not even to be a Ff 
to this Parliament for approval, 6 4) 

Mr. Arxinson.—How are we to Ae a 
Treaty ? \ 

Mr. RYAN.—TI do not supgesb tak: 
Great Britain has not a right to make 
whatever Treaty she likes. It is. quite a 
but 1 alm 
contending that, so far as Australia * 
involved in the making of any Treaty or — 
incurs responsibility im regard to it, th 
voice of the people of this ‘country should be 


be heard. I do not propose to. ask fe 
anything more. a 
Mr. Maxwe.ty. — The Prime Ministe 


stated the conditions upon which he would 


Mr, RYAN.—The Prime Manin has 
given us a vague outline of the lines upon 
which he proposes to proceed, but I hay 
not sufficient confidence in the judgment 
of the right honorab'e gentleman to be- 
lieve that he can be set up as the sol 
judge of whether he sho ld adhere 
those lines or do what is in the interests 


Mr. Maxwetui.— What ats the ‘honaee 
able member suggest that he should do: f 

Mr. RYAN.—I shal conclude by mo 
ing an amendment which, if carried, w 
have the effect. of ‘Teserving for the me 
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‘and it is time that some country 
practical enforcement to high ideals in 
these matters. 
lead to the world in other matters, and it 
ma 


? bee | 


Imperial 


this country any commitments which the 


Prime Minister enters into on behalf of 


Australia in regard to the renewal of that 
Treaty. 


Sir JosepaH Coox. — How would you 
ascertain the opinion of.the people? 

Mr. RYAN.—By a vote of the people. 
I believe that if the people were left to 
decide as to whether or not there should 
be war there would be no war, and I 
believe, also, that when we are becoming 
involved in treaties entailing obligations 
to other countries and international en- 
tanglements, it should be left to . the 


.. people to say whether or not such‘arrange- 
ments should be made. _ - 


Sir Joseru Coox.—Does the Coeule 


“member mean by referendum or by €lec- 


tion ? 


Mr. RYAN.—I mean by a vote of the 
people upon a reference to them. 


Sir Joseru Coox:—By referendum ? 


‘Mr. RYAN. — The right honorable 
gentleman does not propose that the 


matter should come back even for the 


approval of this Parliament, but it is so 


serious and important that it should be 
“reserved for approval or rejection by the 


‘people. | 
Mr. Stewart — That is a very high ~ 


-adeal, but I do nct see how we are going 
todo it. 


Mr. RYAN. — It is a high ideal, 


gave 
Australia has given the 
be able to give the lead in this a’so. 


T would not hesitate 
Sir Josern Coox.—To suggest a re- 


| ferendum ? 


Mr.. RYAN.—The right honorable 
gentleman keeps asking me do I pam 
a referendum. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—Beeause it seems to 


be a dificult question to determine i in that 
manner. 


Mr. RYAN.—Its importance is such 
that I do not hesitate to say that I believe 


the question of the making of a treaty, 
involving our CER ENG relations and- 


implving obligations upon this country, 


‘ should be submitted to a vote of the 
‘ People: % reahe 


I have a few vids: to. say now upon 


| the possibility of: decorum Seimei | 


x 


‘y Pe ee 


i hi 2 hr i i y 


re ; 


Pg 
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‘there has been a drastic change ma 


questionsof in or out of the Emp 


coe of ener J 


& 


the Prime! Minister that he does n 
sire any change in our existing - 
tutional relations with Great B 
On the other hand, the honorable - 


our constitutional relations by reas 
the 1917 Conference, and of*the fa, 


to the covenant of the League of N ti 
And, in support of their contention, 
point out that the Prime Ministe 
bcs ee and the Prime ek 


has been : oe and ‘that it 0 
proclaimed by the Prime Munister: 
South Africa and Canada. | Indeed, 
South African Prime Minister actu 
went to his people with such a proclan 
tion, ‘and asked for their support uf 
that ground; and he was returned yy 
oveewholnen: g majority. 


Sir Josmpe Canc aan ae honors 
member will remember that the iss 
solved itself, at the last, into the 


Mr. RYAN.—-That interjection w 
be relevant if I were not just now 
ing with a difference of opinion e 
by the right honorable gentleman 
leagues and supporters on that side 
House. ‘There are some honorable 
bers opposite who say that the 
is the same as before, and there 
those who. state ‘that the situa 
been altered. Whatever the positi 
be, it is due to this House that any ¢ 
ments within the: control of the € 
ment, such as that referred to 
honorable member for Kooyong, 
the course of public corresponde 
the press, by Professor Harrison 
and others, should be laid bef 
Parliament and the people of ¢. 
try; because, whether we stand 


the matter. .I hope that the 
ister will take an early opy 


use is see ‘that he is L708 to do so. 
majority of honorable a aie can 


is 


‘ oe. one else there a il a so. 
a eke ee Fosrer.—If ets think it 


7 


ae aes but ony hei a a ‘and 


“may say so, even he would not make any 
iggestion of disloyalty. 

So much for the constitutional aspect. 
Tt other ‘two: aspects are | concerned in 


Le eal of the Anglo- J apanese 'Preaty. 
Sir Josep Coox.—I wish the honorable 
member would first clear up that matter 
hs phe ot I cannot conceive of a 


) je submitted various aeons it simi- 


They have taken referendums © 
1pon ‘proposed alterations to the Consti- 
ution, and also concerning conscription. 
Why, then, cannot they submit to the 
eople the question whether or not. we 


cia: could be 
oe of referendum, perhaps he 
will be able to anflerdand why it 

ot submitted to: Parliament. Why 
id _there be neg one man in 


as he Puuie ‘Minister: or the 
er himself; and, surely every 
d woman should have an coppor- 
, after learning the views of all 
s involved, and having become 
ted with the discussions at the Im- 
iL “oy oie he peas ae to decide 


“tralia in mh matter. 


m honorable members. against. whom, Eh 4 


[fneur the Ny appa agetie involved in’ 


on entitely i in the hens of the Prime Min- — 
aguiaitied ’ 


We: may be in- oe 


eee Teak. for tie reason that that ha 
to be referred back to this Parliament 
and that the Prime Minister cannot be 
the final authority in the matter, I do 
nob propose to deal with it at length He 
There is this to be said, however, that, the 

Prime Minister will wrongly interpret. th 
opinions of the people if he thinks the 
are likely, to agree to any. departure fror 
the policy of having an Australian-own 
and ~controlled Navy. ‘We do not wan 
any departure in the nature of a contribu- 
tion such as was turned down by the — 
people of Australia, I think, in 1910, and, 

also by the people of Great Britain. Poe Ta 

New I come to the question of the re- 
newal of the Anglo-Japanese Trent, 
and my. views as to whether it should be — 
renewed or not may be put-in few words: 

I desire to make it clear that I am only 
referring to the matter so far as it affects 
or involves Australia, I do not claim that 
the action of Great Britain, if she should — 
consider herself well vadvised - in renew- 
ing the Treaty, should. be subject: to the. 
approval of the people of Australia. But 
I do think that, in so far as it affects 
us, or involves our people in responsi 
“bilities, it. should be subject to our ae 
view. | 
Sir JosErpH Coox.—How can we sepa-_ " 
rate a treaty and split it. up into Tittle 
bits? What. does the honorable, member 
mean ? 

Mr. RYAN. ae are matters BE 
the right honorable gentleman will be able — 
to. discuss on a public platform. He, 
however, is not prepared to trust the 
people i in the matter, but prefers to leave — 


ister, so that the right honorable gentle- 
man shall be the sole interpreter, whether 
he follows out the lines which he has indi- 
cated to this House or not. I do not — 
propose to split the Treaty in pieces, but 

to consult the people on any agreement 

or understanding on the part of Aus- 
tralia. And why should we be asked 
o commit ourselves before having © 
had the advantage of learning thy 4 
nature of the whole discussion upon 
the subject-matter%and of ascertaining 
whether those are the right lines upo 
which he should proceed ? “Morover, what — 
may be the view of Canada with regard. 

to the Treaty? Are we going’ to ignore — 
thet. J jominion, situated as it 1s ‘upon. t ) 


eer 
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Pacific onsoline? ‘And what may be the 
views of the United States of America 
and of Great Britain 2 


_ Mr. Arxryson.—Does Canada or New 
Zealand propose to hold a referendum? 


Mr. RYAN.—I do not care what those 
Dominions propose to do in the matter 
of taking a referendum. I am now speak- 
ing with respect to Australia. We are 
concerned with Australia, and if the hon- 
orable member is not prepared’ to trust 
the Australian people, this party, at any 
rate, is prepared to do so, and desires 
the ‘people’? $ views to be gauged. There 
has been a good deal of talk about the 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty, and concerning 
the lines on which its proposed renewal 
should be approached. It will be well to 
know what the Treaty is. That can only 
be ascertained by perusing it, and I in- 
vite honorable members to do so very 
carefully. The Treaty has largely to do 
with interests in India and China, and, 
unless it is to be extended in some man- 
ner, those are the only interests referred 
to. There are three documents. The 
first was signed in London on the 30th 
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January, 1902, on behalf of Great Britain - 


and of Japan. The second was signed in 
London on the 12th August, 1905, and 
the third was signed, also in London, on 
oto) duly, 1911.The preamble of the 
‘last of the three states— * 


The Government of Great Britain and the 
averamont of Japan, having in view the im- 
portant changes which have taken place in the 
situation since the conclusion of the Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement of the 12th August, 1905, 
and believing that a revision of that ‘Agree- 
ment responding to such changes would con- 
‘tribute to general stability and repose, have 
agreed upon the following stipulations to re- 
p.ace the Agreément above mentioned, such 
stipulations having the same object as the said 
Agreement, namely : 


(a) The consolidation and maintenance of 
the general peace in the regions cf 
‘Eastern Asia and of India. 

(b) The preservation of the common in- 
terests of all Powers in China by in- 
suring the independence and_ in- 
tegrity of the Chinese Empire and 
the principle of equal opportunities 
for the ‘commerce and industry of all 
nations in China. 

fe) The maintenance of the. territorial 
eights of th®. High _ Contracting 
Parties in the regions of Hastern 
Asia and of India and the defence of 
their special interests in the said 
regions. 


Vhere are set out the while an the objects. 


Aes: have to do with India and China 


= 
= 
wey 

a 


¥ 


and Easton Asia. “The next i 4 


owe action phorkyer aioe on th 
of any other Power or Powers, either ait 
contracting party should be involved in — 
in defence of its territorial rights or spec 
interests mentioned in the preamble - of th 
agreement, the other high contracting | 
will at once come to the assistance of its 
and will conduct the war in common, and 1 
peace in Rei mt: with it 


ri on zat 
Peens party i to come to its as | se ic 


that 1 was not fpr in thee ey 
the party attacked? If Japan is 
tacked, will it} not. think 74h 
attack is unprovoked? However, ther 
is the obligation to come at ic 


Pond in the nach: I eon ike a 
know how far Australia might be involved, ~ 
and what we might be expected to 
Might we be involved. in conse 


nth the ateet 
bility. 

Another clause to whtek re wish to 
is clause 4, which reads as follows :— 


Should nines high contracting agi 
clude a treaty of general | arbitration wit 
third Power, it is agreed that nothing er hi 
agreement shall entail upon such contractin 


Te is see a 


involved in war with the United Sta 
Sir Roserr Bust + lees not the ho " 


the practice hehorte. when Australia con 
sisted of colonies, has been’ to submit a 
Treaty before the colony could Be nd 
by it in any way? oo 

Mr. RYAN.—That is 
for now. 

Sir Rozerr Besr =i was speak ng a) 
Governments, 


Mr; RYAN And now. the be 
member is asking that full power 
regard should be vested in the F 


all T am oe 


Ae aes ar the Prime Mice in this 1 re- 
_ spect, and that the people of the country 
shall have the final say as to whether or 
not they will accept any commitments 
is pon Australia, 
a Mery Bowen. —That means a ae 
: erg , 
Mr, RYAN. —If I had my way I would 
tie a referendum of the people of Aus- 
tralia to decide whether or not any agree- 
ment made in regard to the Anglo: 
Japanese Treaty will be accepted by them. 
_ The honorable member seems to be en- 


ee 


a deayouring to place this construction upon 
my amendment, in the belief that he will 
| get: ‘a certain vote in the House. #@ 


jai, 


Mr. Bowpren.—I read the amendment, 
and understood that that wag biealved 


Mr. RYAN.—I believe that in a mat- 
of such tremendous importance, 
Pe alping the very existence of this coun- 
try, the people of Australia should have 
the final say ; and I see no difficulty what- 
ever in giving them the opportunity to 
vote noe the matter. What is the ex- 
pense? The expense of a referendum 
upon this question only would be a mere 
pene: compared with the importance 
of the issue to be decided. An honorable 
| member reminds me, by interjection, that 
cf ‘possibly early next year an election will 
take place of delegates to a Convention 
which will consider an alteration in the 
; onstitution of Australia. 


eer Dh Rg TW aN gett SNS | Dame vege Y= ae 


the people at the same time. | 


Mr. Mic WittraMs. ot Great + Butaih 
nt to war, what would be the position 
Australia if we took a referendum and 


Mr. RYAN, —That question is tdntrualy 
Bete ‘We are now ine eee ay Great 


there shall be an inter- 
ional sae tltinents as to whether we 


_ounselves bie go to her assistance in 
Surely it is our 
6 Bhat. we exhaust every means 
at the final opinion of the 
eae oe mae matter, 


. There would 
as) no difficulty in submitting this matter 


less, the people of Australia have had ex-_ 


ane different: manner from what. they 


ee 
An egiees — 


bility rests upon us, but we discharge it 
when we can turn to the people and say, 

“You are being’ committed to ce ae . 
national obligations in this matter, but 
we say to it that you. were given an. op 
portunity of saying ‘Aye’ or ‘ Nay 7% 
the question.’’ I am standing for that a 

Mr. Bayrry.—But the Treaty will be 
signed long before the Prime Mio 
returns to “Australia. 

Mr. RYAN.—There is no need fee! 
the Treaty to be signed long be- 
fore the Prime Minister returns to. 
Australia. The existing Treaty will | con- 


tinue in force until after it is denounced - 


by either party to it. Therefore, the 
question, that there is no time cannot. be 
raised. ae 
Mr. Ricuarp F arty it may he 

amended. | . 

Mr. RYAN.—wWhy Ghoul noe ee 
people of this country be given a say as 
to whether it is good that it ses te 
amended ? 

Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer. Other nations 
will not wait. It is a matter for execu- : 
tive authority. 

Mr. RYAN.—TI do not care hae puny 
obstacles are placed in the road by my 
friends opposite. I am sure the people 
of Australia will not accept them ag 
obstacles. we ate 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—That is 
opinion. 

Mr. RYAN.—It is - but, after all, are 
we not bere to express our opinions, and 
in a matter of this sort we ought to do 
so' without any feeling, and without be-— 
ing swayed by party considerations. The 
responsibility j is so great that we are not 
in a position to say, before we have heard 
every aspect of the question, exactly what 
should be done in the matter; and J ain— 
not prepared to abide by the vague out- 
line the Prime Minister has given as to 
what he is hkely to do. We have had an — 
experience of the right honorable gentle-_ 
man in the past. I have no desire to be 
drawn into any personal attack ey 
him. As a matter of fact, on such an_ 
important question, I should be sorry. to. 
detract from what should be the plane of — 
this discussion by any reference to the. 
right honorable gentleman. | Neverthe-— 


perience of: him interpreting his pledges” 
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pote eset say that he has broken his 
pledges. Others would say that he has 
interpreted them differently. 

‘To return to Article 4, which I have 
already read, | maintain that there is no 


treaty of general arbitration with the 


United * States of America. The honor- 
able member for Capricornia . (Mr. 
Higgs) has suggested that there is, but 
I have only tor refer in this connexion to 
an answer which was given in the British 
House of Commons recently by the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Laeutenant-Colonel Sir Frederick Hall. 


asked— 


Whether the terms of the Treaty arrange- 
ments between Great Britain and Japan pre- 
cluded the possibility of assistance to Japan in 
any conflict which might arise between that 
country and the United. States of America, 
and if assurances on this point had been given 
to the American Government in connexion 
with the consideration of their naval building 
programme ? 
"Phe Under-Secretary, in his reply, * 

quoted Article 4 of the Anglo-Japanese 
Treaty, which I have already read, and 
then proceeded to say— 


At the time when the Agreement was under 


negotiation a» General Arbitration Treaty be- 
tween this country and the United States of 
America was being concluded, and this circum- 
stance inspired the adoption of the terminology 
of Article 4 by His Majesty’s Government and 
the Japanese Government. As to the true 


spirit in which that Article was conceived the, 
_dapanese Government have always shared, and: 


continue to share, the views of His Majesty’s 
Government. The General Arbitration Treaty 
was not ratified by the United States of 
America Senate. Subsequently, however, on 
15th September, 1914, a Peace Commission 
Treaty was signed and duly ratified, under 
which, when all diplomatic methods of adjust- 
ment had failed, all disputes between the two 
countries of ‘‘any nature whatsoever other 
than those disputes the settlement of which is 
provided for ’’ are to.be referred to an investi- 
gation commission. The Peace Commission 
‘Treaty “is not, technically, a general. arbitra- 
tion treaty, but their objects are the same. 

There we have, on the word of the Under- 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, the state- 
ment that, the Treaty which now exists 
between Great Britain and the United 
States of America is not a general arbi- 
tration treaty, in fact, is not a treaty 
within the meaning of Article A of the 


easte -Japanese Treaty. 


Sir JosrrpH Coox.—It is equivalent to. 
it, he gays. 


ieee announced to we J apanese 
Se that ae Peace: com et 
; gi ie) eae , 


f 


: gai we might surely 


Treaty was equivalent to am “arbi 
treaty. : 

Mr. RYAN.—The Under Seca ; 
Foreign Affairs ori so in his i 


arbitration toe ae that the objec 
were the same. However, what I a 
contending is that, in the vo 
es UNO ES Wh) _ Treaty, there 


tween Cvcat Gat aa and ies 
States ot America, and we know hoy 
ferences in the matter of vores suk 


oaiiee. At the ‘present inte ther 
serious dispute between Japan and 
United States of America, owing to - 
fact that the position of the Islanc 
Yap was not made clear at the 4 
Treaty with Germany, 
- Sir Joseph Coox.—The position 
made perfectly clear. , 

Mr. RYAN.—Yet we have these 4 
Stent nations disputing the matter 
France intimating to the United § 
of America that sake will approach 
question diplomatically when it come 
for discussion again. 

Sir Josera Coox.—They are isp 
over facts, and noe over words, te 


id iets or nat that is mat 
in this alliance. What about those. 


aie) and Chan? Surely they oe 
titled to be heard. J have with 
report of an interview with Dr. 
“the Chief Justice of China, who is 
passing through. the United Staig ; 
report reads as follows:— me 


~ China, says Dr. Wang, has three 
enemies. The first enemy is Article X2 
the covenant of the League, which lays 
an untenable doctrine in regard to th 
called regional understandings, which 
direct cha:lenge to China’s integrity * 
structive to the League itself. |The 
enemy is the Anglo-Japanese, Alliance, 
Dr. Wang hopes to show @anadians 
renewed in any form whatsoever, lead é 
in which China must necessarily participat 
aiding the United States. The third en 


carsanhle dante? chan ‘geographical mae 
quity confers Cee | 


“agreement bee may do. Sf 


2 Anglo-Japanese 
r: Sdebeded sagt i “and 


s f entitled to be heard a the 
le of Australia, whether they may or 
t finally agree with him, are fair 
to allow him to be heard! And 

i does ed ae of the League 


a oarahee that— \ 


ee ns” Se Powers have divided up 
! territory of various countries, and 
ay it not be that China is being divided 
3 this: way! The people of China 
io. They fear it, and history shows 
| ch oORg happen. ‘Will we ‘not 


” 


‘en: - 
: ae 
SUR} y join “together to divide up China? 


Ar. - evan —The “eh 


AN 33. have a been eiven 
opp rtunity. They have not been 
j n the discussion of the matter. 


oe it ees that they will 
open door; the United - States 
ica ae always Sony for the 


"pNTON. —One c ‘the au ee 
did ‘not, observe that policy ‘dur- 


ie —That - i Bia os ote 


h ondrable 


our bmeluions was our aie ae ‘into the 
lomacy of Hastern Asia. Although still avoi 
entangling aliances, we nevertheless. engag 
in the problems of ‘the Far East as an eq 
participant with the great Powers of Eur 
Our purposes were limited to the preserv ti 
of the integrity of China and the open d 
. for trade—ideas that appealed to the ideals’ 
our own people, and were calculated to 
mand the acquiescence, if not the heartfe 
proval, of hain nations. — 


a ey: 


sion we oe seen in the press 2 eae 1a 
the United States of America and Jz ap 
‘are-notsat one with. regard to the poli 


_ which is to be pursued in China. Is 


not well that we should fully understand 


“what is the situation? 


The view has been fairly general 
expressed by honorable members who — 
a ve spoken upon this question. that 

should be represented at. thee? 
Tmperiat Conference. An van ha 
fertainly been extended to Austral 
to send a representative, and J thin} k, i 
these circumstances, a _. representatiy 
should be sent. It would be discourteou 
to refrain from sending one; but it wou 
be far better not to send a representa tiv. 
than to\send one who. will commit. AN 
tralia to\ something that wilbnot be in 
interests of this country. For that reason 
ib'is necessary that we should still, 
the control in our own hands. ; 
no necessity for rushing the ‘matter 


_ There is no\ hurry in regard to it, and w 
should retain to ourselves the ‘right oO 


have the final decision in the matter i: 
we do that we shall do a great service to. 
our country. \ If a majority of the Elou: 
will not carry, the motion in an- amend 
form, so as to make the final ‘décisio: 
- subject, to the’ approval of the people 
Australia, an intimation, at all even 
will go forth that a large body of the. 
people of this country are not prepa ed 
to have themselves “committed to a1 
agreement or foreign arrangement unles 


they are allowed \to have the final wor 


with: respect to its: | a 


Mn? Corsur.—If it be found : ‘th 

the Treaty protects the White. Australi 
policy and renders it unnecessary for Aus 
_ tralia, to enter into large commitmen 

a. navy, would not the honorable 

give the Prime Minister power: to agr 


to it one E belalt of Australia! 


7694, i miperad 


Mr. RYAN. Whatever is Hons at eh 
; Conference in the way of committing ui 


- to some international arrangement should 
be subject to the people of Australia 


having the final decision of the matter. 


‘tC do not think for a moment that ths 
poulcy of a White Australia is gou:g te 


receive recognition in the Treaty JI shall 


believe it when I see it. The policy of 2 
White Australia has *never been” re- 
cognised even within the British Empire, 
i has not been admitted within the 
British Empire. Does the honorable 
member suggest that Japan is going to 
recognise that policy by a specific «lause 
in the Treaty ? 

Mr. Marxs.—The Prime Minister said, 
{ think, that he was coming back to this 
Parliament with the agreement. 

Mr. RYAN.—What he said was that 


nothing would be done that was contrary . 


to the policy of a White Australia. And 
who is to be the judge of that? It simply 

means that there will be nothing in the 
‘Treaty in regard to a White Australia. 
That is all that is meant. As long as 


there is ncthing in the Treaty contrary 


to the policy of a White Australia the 
right honorable gentleman says he will 
consent to it. What likelihood is there 
of any reference to White Australia an ‘a 
Treaty dealing with interests in India 
and China? It is ridiculous to suggest 
16, ¥ 
_ Mr. Corser.—As a matter of fact, that 
exists at the present time. 

Mr. RYAN.—If the Prime Minister 


Pere his duty with regard to the: 


policy of a White Australia as he did at 
the Peace Conference, then he is not going 
to do anything in the interests of Aus- 
tralia. The question of a White Aus- 
tralia, under the Covenant of the League 
of Nations, has been handed over to be 
dealt. with, not by Australia, but by the 
League of Nations. Is the League favor- 
able to the policy of a White Australia ? 

- Mr. Hecror Lamonp.--The honorable 
member is confusing what the Prime Min- 
ister did with what the Labour party 
asked him to do. 

Mr. RYAN.—I am not. I say that 
the policy of a White Australia was 
handed over under the Covenant of the 
League of Nations to be dealt with by 
the League. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—That is not sol. 

Mr. RYAN.—It is so. No reservation 
was made such as the peop'e of the United 
States of America wanted to make. ‘The 


the League of Nations, * sine 
was a matter of domestic ; 
for the nation self to deal 
That was one of the | 


statement I have just made is a P 


Ase. 


to make a resenintt an es 5 
should not be a subject for de. 


they desired to make, and 
of the reasons why the Covenant 
League of Nations was not accept 
the United States of America. Sur 
we are not so ignorant as not to 
that. And yet we hear people prati 
about the great work done by the Pri 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) in the interes 


a White Australia at the 
ference. : 
Sir JosEPH Cine Mat am | i 


enough not to know it. ie 
Mr. RYAN.—That is quite pro 
Can the right honorable gentleman 
to any record of a speech made b 
Prime Minister at ne Paris Conferene 


ber cannot ee being vulgar. 
Mr. 
question. 
ber brace any’ record showine ‘that 
Prime Minister uttered a word with 
gard to the White Australia, policy e 
Peace Conference ? i 
Sir Josrpx Coox.—What nibble 7 
Mr. RYAN.—It is not rubbish, The 
was something in the newspat 
ini to ee matter, poe 80 die” | 


Sir JosEPH Conn Beas one 
that he did refer to it. The hon 
member knows quite well that he d 

Mr. RYAN.—My authority fo 


who was at the Conference. i a 

But I am not going to be drawn away 
from the main theme of this dis 
After all, it-is a yery serious mat 
it would be most unfortunate if we 
to be influenced by ‘any feeling with 
gard to it. It is a subject calling: for 
calmest deliberation. t 


tion possible before we ae a Fe 
upon it. That can be secured only ai 
the Conference has taken place—after 
have had an opportunity to lea 


of America, the Deminion of Can 


ie Pravious | occasions, fier ‘re- 
have anything to do with any 


. that position. 

CuNNINGHAM.— What do we » fear ? ? 
RYAN.—As the honorable mem- 
ae wbss do we fear?’ ha | am 


it in not drank shai is. “The chy 
of a have shown by the work 
which they ‘did in the recent war that 

hey are able to take their place any- 
w , and it will be a very bad day for 
‘Power when it attempts to invade 
eh and to take possession of 


Manxs. ther am”. | afraid: ; 
we ought not 1 bo ‘act the ostrich.’ 
Mr. ents —I am not elec that 


~! 


it is proposed that we should enter 
into, oreign engagements—we should take 

y care to see that anly eonclusion that 
come. to is subject to ratification by 


people — of Australia. With that 
obj ct in view I move— 
he following words be added : oh but, 


in + e opinion of this House, the representative 
pee at the forthcoming are Con- 


phe condition ‘that Ae same shall be 
to the approval 
le of Australia... 


be 
is ee of a strong sense of duty 


ted by the iti? Minister, and I 
ure that quite apart from party con- 
ions it will meet with the approval 
ark tae of the people. : 


x ra 


IT do not 
; detain the House at any length ;. 
, a3 I have a good deal to say, I shall 
‘in as few words as possible. Before 
myself to what might be called 
, the naval side of the ques- 
d like to refer to a few re- 
honorable member for West 


reaty. Canada may continue to 


Because the ratification of a Treaty of — 


bilities th the fiat: of this Sante! 


and ratific ation of 


_liament. will have the amplest opportunity 0 


form that is satisfactory to Britain, America 


Gelb 


this ‘matter, 60 a certain ae 
statesman-like os 


teeta peated thee matter “trom, 
seed stand- ree No doubt, ut 1S 


nel, “hesarise, he oe ie off in th 4 
right way, he fell by the wayside in ies 
along. ae 

As regards the amendment, it is: 
my opinion, doomed to failure. Wh 


this kind with another Power is a matter | 
of great urgency, not one that can be 
delayed from month to month by a re 
ferendum to the people. We are the re 
presentatives of the people, and we have: i 
responsibilities which we are quite pre- — 
pared to act up to. As representatives 
sent here by the people of Australia, we 
can send the Prime Minister of the coun- : ‘ 
try, no matter who he may be at the | 
time, to England on a mission of this de 
scription. Tf, by a turn of the political 
wheel, the honorable member for West | 
Sydney had been Prime Minister at th 
present time, I wonder on what terms he — 
would be going Home. Wonld his terms — 
be any better than those on which the 
Prime Minister is going? an 

Mr. Ryan.—I certainly would. on de 
sire to do anything which would not. be. 
subject to the approval of the people. 

Mr. MARKS.—What did the Prime 
Minister say in this House? I have 
pamphlet containing the right honorab 
gentleman’s address, in which he said— 

If I am asked whether the Commonwealt 


is to be committed to anything done at th 
Conference, I say quite frankly that this Par- 


expressing its opinion on any scheme of nav; 
defence that is decided upon before the schem 
is ratified. As to the renewal of the Treat 
with Japan, this is my attitude, and I submi 
it, for the consideration of honorable members 
I am in favour of renewing the Treaty in any 


and ourselves. I am prepared to renew it i 
those circumstances. If it is suggested that 
the renewal should take a form which wo 
involve the sacrifice of those principles whic 
we ourselves regard as sacred, I am not pre- 
pared to accept it. In such, circumstances, 


What fairer that that could an’ 


eee 


S 


0 ae that the eae toent Wares i thi 
honorable member for West Sydney 1s 
doomed to failure. 


Mr. Rysan.—The Prime Minister gaid: 


that he will bring the agreement back if 
he eannot agree to it. 

“Mr. MARKS.—-The Prime vee 
will bring it back uf the arrangement as 
to the White Australia policy is not satis- 
factory. We will see what he will do 
when he dees come back. 

Mr. Ryan.—lf he approves of what is 
done, he. will not bring the agreement 
back, | 
aovulhr? MARKS. —Like the Treasurer 

(Sir Joseph Cook) I refuse, to stand 
cross-examination by the honorable mem- 
ber for West Sydney. I was very glad 
to hear the honorable member for, West 
Sydvcy say that Australia should |have 
her own fleet, and.control it herself. 
With that I eae agree; but in war 
time that fleet should be under one 
‘supreme command, and controlled by the 
head of the British Navy. 

The Prime Minister is going Home to 
To peesent us, and Jf think we must all 


admit that he has not got what I might — 


-eall-a naval atmosphere. To-night, how- 
ever, | am going to talk to-fansard, and 


also, of course, to honorable members who_ 


-have been so kind as to remain in the 
chamber; because I know that in his ‘‘ old 
kit bag ’’ the Prime Minister will take 
ene or ‘two Mansards containing the 
peeches that have been made during this 
debate, and I wish him to arrive in Eng- 
land with all the latest figures relating to 
naval expenditure by England, Japan, 
and America. wa 


-Honorable members who peruse their 
newspapers have, no doubt, seen that a 
great. mad naval race for supremacy is 
going on. at the present time, which, if 
continued, will lead to two things—the 
bankruptcy of the Powers concerned, and, 
perhaps, revolution of the peoples of those 
Powers. To-day Japan is afraid and sus- 
picious of the American programme ; the 
United States is suspicious of Japan’s 
Naval Estimates, and suspicious of he 
Anplo-Japanese alliance. But ‘there. 
nothing in that, alliance between J 45 
and England that means anything aggres- 
sive to the United States. 


‘Mr, Consiprne.—How do you know ? 


Mr. MARKS.—I know my America 
very well. America is suspicious that 


sina is Bien ee ames The 


full, cpen, and frank eonpenciee =) an 


come: to° an cident ee “wit one 


men. 


Those vessels are the Hercules, N e 


baie yine on a& Agas PAO 


Mr. Daniells; the late Secret 
the Navy of America, on 
very point. These two are 


great friends, and Lord WN 
has been trying tor convince 
Daniells that there is nothing © 
ever against America in the al 


ae Saas at cee y aah 
cheered by nnd in ee abel. 


Navy, These eres ee us ‘te ie 
decrease, not only,in expenditure 
ships... Mr. Lloyd. George has t 
down his cards, for what purpose? 
the one purpose of bringing 4 
Japan, and ourselves around a: ta 


other. In the House of Commons th 
day it was stated that. since the Armist 
the British Navy had cost £150,000 

apart altogether from the great: expens 
demobilization and other heavy char 
The British Estimates for 1920-21 sk 
£105,000,000: gross for. the Navy. alo 
or 1921-22 the EE are i a ),0 


es 000, 000. And now as to A 
Navy itself. I. am not giving away 
official secrets—I - would -not for 
moment do so—and the figures with’ 
I am dealing honorable members et 
ascertain for themselves. It is intenc 
to have thirty effective capital ships, 
teen. in full commission and fourteen 
reserve. The personnel, officers and % 
in war time was over 400,000;.u 
three days ago it was 121 700. Tw 

ago a cable appeared in tthe Argus 
showed that the personnel has | 
ereased, for what reason I do not 
by 25, 000, making, in round + 
146 700 instead of 400,000 office: 
The decrease still goes on. 


I ae every one of phon are ] 
fine ships, still useful for many pur 


Wiclosses: ‘St. Greticont: Teme- thee: on Che ey ows £243, 233, 500. 
erophén, and Superb. In the is to be remembered that America 13 1 
tie what do we find, ‘The Atlantic carrying out a new programme, but 138 
r flotilla is in reserve; the South completing one made during the war, that 
ian Squadron is withdrawn, and of 1916. What is America’s opinion of 
orth American and the South ‘Afri- battleships? Recent press reports in 
squadrons are.each reduced by one form us that she is in favour of them 
erul The only point that sticks As honorgble members know, a orea 
e in all these reductions is the fact controversy has been raging in Englat 
000, until only a few days ago as to. a 
d as the first instalment for the re->yalue of the battleship. Tt. 


ement of capital ships. This means, raised by Admiral Sir Percy Seon é 
onorable members will see when L very great man. It was he who- aa 
them the Japanese and American  yented the system of fire controls for ow 
ures, that by 1924 the British Empire, great ships. Many of our war vessels we 
stead e being mistress of the seas, not equipped with this system of contro. 
3 until half way through the war. He wa 
J ust think sent for by the Admiralty, and went 
what t. ‘Tf such ae the case, “Scapa Flow; where e, in the quickest way 
ae ger shall we be inspired and up- possible, he fitted out the ships. Sir Pere 
,as 1 ae am, when U hear that Scott predicted, years before the war 
evar that.the capital ship would be driven off 
the seas by the submarine. Was he fa: 
wrong? Ninety thousand tons of our 
best ships were sunk by submarines, His’ 
statement is that when a great ship gor 
.to sea—and having seen them at sea, . 
agree with him—it has to be chap honiol 


-ace aa on; font it is open to every 
us to try to stop. it.. That is why 
reaching this sermon, not to hon- 
‘members, but to Hansard, so that 


¥ ‘hon the Prime Minister goes Home he 
he passes through America, en- ‘ 


on every side by those wonderful little © 
wasps, the destroyers, to keep off the sub- _ 
marines, and has to be protected aliead — 
by fleets of mine sweepers. To-day one 
big mine or one torpedo can send to de- 
struction a battleship costing betwee 
£7,000,000 and £8,000,000.. I have fo. 
: a Ree sil hen lowed this controvers+ closely. _ bo 
: according to General Pershing 2%@ pros and cons. 
ery fine’ man—is spending Mr. Bowprn.—What does Scott. say 
000 every day of the year on her Mr. MARKS.—He says that the battle 
7 and Army. He made that state- ship is no good. There are three no 
cently at a banquet at New York. able opinions which he has received. “On 
19 3 she will have built four new of them is rather amusing. It cam 
from a midshipman of the Grand Fleet 
Slaeeat “improvements, - and = and is short and Siveet, the midshipman’ 
ght first-class battleships. She opinion of battleships being, “ They are 
uperior to Great Britain in big: of no damn use.” . The secand was fro 
d big guns, but weaker in light Captain Dewar, who has «been sitting 
and destroyers, ‘and in the air. on the Naval Committee. He said th 
ill be superior to ae apan in effective the object, of battleships is to fight the 
n the rato of 1.4 to 1; she will be battleships of the enemy when they ips 
an J ares in ae cruisers and out; but, should the enemy’s battle ips 
a isers The Naval Committee not come out, then they are . 
ican House 1 Representa- use. The third reply was from 
hea £108, 666,000 more | Admiral Sir) ian: Pai 
| estimate of £134, 567, 500 whom. I had th to. 


-to get the great Powers con- 
ed around the conference table. The 
ion i is dead serious. “Listen! Eng- 

is’ spending 6 per cent. of 
national income on her Navy, 

America is spending 10 per 

ut, Japan is spending one-third 


= 


/ 


1638 Imperial 
ef enforcing their will on the waters. 
Scott replies, “ What of the 90,000 tons 
lying at the bottom? They are enfore- 
ing their will on the waters that are above 
them.” While on this point I wish to 
sgive an argument that Scott put forward 
in support of his statement that the 
battleship is no good. ae matters 
will come up at the Imperial Conference. 
Northcliffe, the other day, wired to one 
of his newspapers in Australia, the Syd- 
ney Sun, a fine and up-to-date journal, 
that the representatives of the- Dominions 
should go to the Conference with conerete 
proposals for every position that , may 
arise. In other words, he thinks that 
‘our Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) should 
arrive with some idea as to what Aus- 
tralia’s part should be in the next Navy. 
That is why I am directing my attention 
to these matters somewhat thoroughly. 
Scott points out that in their naval 
programme: ef 1911-19" < tha (Ger 
mans evoted themselves to the 
building of great ships, and to the 
widening, deepening, and improving in 
every way of the Kiel Canal, so that these 
vessels might pass through it. 
led into that programme by Admiral 
iord Fisher—Jacky Fisher, as he was 
Popularly named, and ag I prefer to call 
Jiim—a. strong believer in submarines as 
against the battleship. Fisher, as First 
Lerd of the Admiralty, entered upon a 
big ship programme. The facts were 
made known the other day by Sir Percy 
Sectt, who was sitting at the Admiralty 
with Fisher. The Germans at once said, 
‘We must follow Britain’s example,’ 
and, luckily for us, they adopted our 
Jead, and built the big ships instead of 
submarines. Scott says that had they 
had fifty more submarines in 1914, we 
should to-day be a German _ possession, 
because the British Navy could not have 
escaped destruction. The British Board 
of Inventions and Research, cf which 
Lord Fisher ,was chairman, and Admiral 
Sir Perey Scott a. member—Scott was 
also at the head of the Anti-Submarine 
Board at the Admiralty—went into the 
question of the great ship, and came 
to this decision: “We could not build 
a battleship, or any other ship, strong 
enough to withstand the attack of a 
torpedo or a mine, and there could be no 


limit to the size of these under-water. 


weapons of attack.” That is to say, that 
Mr. Marks. a ae aes 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


battleship could be cleaned, and a s 


They were 


is why I shall not deal with the 


Conference. 


improvements in mines and torped 
would be tco much for any big ship the 
we could design. Later, the Board tam 
to another decision: ‘‘ Improveme 

eculd be made in the great ship to 
stand the attack of the torpedo or' 4 
to prevent her from sinking, and to « 
able her to get back into port for 
pairs, but her size would have to be from 
40,000 to 50,000 tons.’’ About © 
months ago the cost of a large batt 
was about £7,500,000. What a 5! 


Where, in Australia, a 
which would accommodate one of then 
We have not a dock in which a big 


question fcr the Commonwealth to f 
the matter of providing a great na 
dock. Such a dock would cost millions 
pounds. But whatever the size of the 


ships, if it is decided that th 

are to be big ships, Australia must 
provide a dock in which they 
be cleaned. Jacky Fisher’s opinion 
the subject of big ships is w 
having. He sides with Scott. | Almo 
his last words were: ‘‘ Scrap the | 
Future fighting will be in the 
Lord Jellicoe’s opinion is that, whils 
have a great mercantile fleet of sh: 
which are absolutely necessary f 
veying troops and food, we must ¢ 
to have a great Fleet of large war-sh 
to guard them. In other words, s¢ 
as we have a surface mercantile m 
great capital ships will be necessary 
something better is devised. 
America and Japan indorse that. 
The Imperial Defence Committee 


my opinion, the paramount one—as 
what our Navy is to be, and what A 
tralia’s share in it shall be. read 
Sub-Committee, composed of Mr, 
Law, Mr. Winston Churchill, Mr. 
Long, Sir Auckland Geddes, and A 
Beatty, has been sitting; and no doul 
its conclusions will be placed before 
Imperial Conference. The decis 


for discussion in this Parliament. 


eater oo to- nee In fesnrd to the 
tion of Japan, it is a strange fact, 
oie know will be of interest to hon- 


anit: ne and ret strength was ca 
: an American incubator. All honor- 
anembers are familar with the name 
Ae some “most wondetal books on 
. matters, which I advise honorable 


When his book The 


f was tana into: the 
nese “anguage in April, 1899, the 
7 Pea uiaro Kaneko, ex-Minister ee 


ie 0 r Empire, recognised as the foremost of 

laritime countries in the Pacific, should, in 
e of the short time since her awakening 
come , conscious of this fact, and thevéase 
more and more her power as such among the 
tions of the world. My desire is that my 
countrymen should read this book in 
4 spirit, and put forth an effort to make 
country a great Power in the Pacific 


B book. and preface were distributed 
thr ee Japan; it was placed in the 
al Colleges, and on every ship, Japan 
is to-day giving effect to these principles 
hich were inculcated by the great 
rican, Admiral Mahan. 


oe appeared the following cable- 
JAPAN'S MILITARY PLANS. 
i Srrror COMPULSORY iy 
CALL, To SuBsEcTS. ABROAD, 
New York, 20th April.° 


rington ‘official circles have been warned 
1 Japanese between the ages of twenty- 
d thirty-seven years, without previous 
shave been ordered to return for mili- 
, training to Japan from the Philippines, 
and South Sea Islands. 


| ep rtmental officials point out that the 
r indicates phe niga pling Hon of Hf apen 


Hitherto Japan has allowed con- 
eee, in Teas the law provid- 


er nae, plans. - They are 
ght eee for soe new 


aoe ‘Apri, 19) 


In to-day’s. 


representatives of ‘the nations. 


Conference. 


hare is the League of Nathaniel of ee 
gret that I have to stand up and say that 
I am a great believer in a League of — 
Nations, but not the present one. | “There 
ean be no effective League of Nations 
which does not include the United States 
of America. In this regard, I am de- — 
pending upon the Prime . Minister ate 
Hughes), whom I have known for the 
last twenty-two years. Some of us ced 
at him, many of us criticise him; but look - 
back on his career and see what the man 
has done. I say to him that he will have 
a golden opportunity, when passing 
ee Araerica, where the soil is wait~ 
ing to receive from some great man a seed — 
that will germinate and develop into the 
wonderful harvest of a naval holiday. 
Let us have such a holiday.. The right hon- 
orable gentleman will have the opportunity — 
when passing through America shortly of 
endeavouring to get the United States of © 
America, Japan, and Great Britain, to_ 
say nothing of the other nations. who 
were our tor amihie Allies in the war, 
around the council table for a fiche. 
heart-to-heart talk with a view to stop- 
ping this mad naval race. When the 
Prime Minister returns, we shall have a 
further opportunity of considering many 
things; but I trust, indeed I know, that 
he will come back pith the While Ayes 
tralia aie by which we stand fast, pre- 
served intact. Every one who has spoken 
in the course of this debate has used ied 
same words, but I repeat them—“ We _ 
wish to live i in peace and happiness with 
our neighbours, the . Japanese, and Bt 
other nations. We have no ideas of ag 
gression, but, if challenged, we must lool 
atigrieurselvos 3h the matter of defence.” _ 
That contingency can be avoided — by 
a mutual heart-to-heart talk amongst the 
T ask pee . 
Prime Minister to do Ee posh. 
to that end. i 


Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) 19. 49] —My 
remarks upon the motion will be very — 
brief, and I shall preface them with 2 
few words about the naval expert ant 
hero of Jutland, who has just resume 
his seat. He has given us a large amoun 
of information upon military and nava 
matters, but T am not sure Le it ha 


Imperral 


Jellicoe, and various other admirals. I 
. ‘also would ‘like to say that- I claim a 
number of them amongst my acquaint- 
ances. I know Admiral Beatty; 1 went 
to college with him, and he has frequently 
sought my advice on great questions of 
State. I am sure, sir, that when I give 
you information of that character it will 
certainly counterbalance that which has 
been given by the honorable member for 
Wentworth (Mr. Marks). The honorable 
member said something about the non- 
necessity for great capital ships. He 
told us that the time for them had passed 
‘on aceount of the wonderful capacity of 
the submarine, which with a 15-lb. or 
20-Ib. charge can blow the largest ship 
out of the water. Then he went on to 
say that Australia has no dockyards for 
the accommodation of the big ships that 
she does not require. Then having 
demonstrated that we do not want big 
ships, but little ships, we find we do 


not want dock yards, or want anything at 


call, because the future battles are to be 
in the air. I do not know, and so I 
“leave this question to my friend, Admiral 
Beatty, who is the only admiral the hon- 
orable member does not claim amongst 
his acquaintances. : 


Perhaps I may be permitted to ask | 


one or two questions on this subject. 
What did the Prime Minister say! He 
clearly and definitely stated that, so far 
as naval matters are concerned, any 
agreement would be referred back to this 
Chamber. I agree with him, because any 
such decision will necessarily involve ex- 
penditure over which this House should 
exercise control. The Prime Minister also 
made various other affirmations. He 
stated, as far as I understood him, that 
if the Treaty withe Japan contained 
nothing which would sacrifice the inter- 
ests of the people of Australia, he would 
be agreeable to it, But many other sub- 
jects, equally affecting the vital interests 
of this country, apart from the question 
of White Australia, may be dealt 
with, and I-say that any decisions regard- 
ing these should rest with the people. 
The Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) suggests 
that the honorable member for West 
‘Sydney (Mr. Ryan) had a referendum in 
“mind when submitting his amendment, 
but I do not see any mention of a refer- 


endum in his proposal. It simply seeks | 
a pledge from the Government that be- 
oy 


fore we. are 


Wate cteu. 
Ye ae 


:: 


Ate, 


fy ig iss 


Sas et a 


ie te 


Mae PTS nt ae 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Conference. 


is concerned. | 


‘it until it was submitted to the peop 


apart from a referendum, in w 


subject to the ratification of the 
of Australia, and I am support: 
cause I want those matters 


: ee 
) Poe 


of action the Agreement shall come 
to the people for consideration., The fi 
of the citizens of this country shou d no 
rest entirely in the hands of one mi 
That is all I claim as far as the J 

Mr. Hucues.—Do you say #1 to* 


ye 


have power to make a Treaty? =| 7 
Mr. ANSTEY.—No. You have 
that. \ cae 


Mr. Hueuzs.—tI say we have not. 


at the close of his speech, said that 
vided the Treaty was satisfactory” 
Great. Britain and America he wo 
approve of it. we Lit 
Mr. Hucures.—But I did not say 
I would make it. oe 
. Mr. ANSTEY.—What is the va. 
the Prime Minister’s approval if he has 
nothing to do with it? I am not 1 eggt 
the question. Iam merely making a pl 


‘statement. ae 


Mr. Hvuecnes—I say that — 
Britain can make this Treaty wheth 
like it or not. — . 
- Mr. ANSTEY.—And that is wh 
am saying. Pee a 

Mr. Hucues.—Whether we app | 
not, Great Britain can still make t 
Treaty, 4nd would not agree to susp 


Zz 


Australia. i 
Mr. ANSTEY.—That is not su 
in the amendment as far as I unde 
it. : 
Mr. Hucues.—You look at- th 
lines—‘‘subject to the approval and r 
fication of the people of Australia.” 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Quite right. — 
* Mr: Hueues.—Well, what 
mean ? oe ft of 
Mr. ANSTEY.—I do not know 
interpretation the honorable member 
West Sydney placed upon his — 
ment, but as I read it there is n¢ 
about a referendum. And, afte 
there are hundreds of different 


does 


proval may be obtained. For 
if the Government behind the ba 
Parliament agreed to a certain cou 
action, it could say that it was a 
the name and on*behalf of the 
This amendment merely says #1 
ters dealt with at the Conference 
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i SG. A least, they should be feouett 
> to. This Parliament for the approval “of 
as representatives of the people. 
Mr. Hucuzs.—It is no good wasting 
| ee: T shall not have tae to speak to- 
- night; but 1 may tell the honorable mem- 
ber that the long-established practice is 
that no Treaty made by Britain binds 
Australia, or any of the other Dominions, 
until they have approved it. 
> Mr. ANSTEY.—Is that so? 
| Mr. Hucues.—That is the long-estab- 
ae lished practice. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—I am glad to hear it. 
_ Tspeak so seldom in this House that 1 do 
not want to be accused of wasting time 
when I do address honorable members. 
- The Prime Minister now states that 
Treaties are subject. to ratification here. 
Mr. Hucues.—All Treaties. 
' Mr, ANSTEY.—Now we have two 
, ie ead a Honorable . members may 
take whichever they like. Asa matter of 
' fact, Great Britain is in a position to 
a “settle the. destinies of this 
aa “whether we like it or not. 
te “Mr. Hucurs—What I said was that 
S hss Treaty is between Great Britain— 
not the British Empire—and the Empire 
Ke _ of Japan. : 
| Mr. ANSTEY.—That is mala Tam 
: _ saying. The Prime Minister and I agree 
' when we talk to each other, but ‘ae 
- tunately we do not agree when we talk to 
‘the public. Coming back to my point 
again: We have, as I have said, two pro- 
‘positions, one being that Australia, as a 
- subordinate country, hat no say 1n regard 
- to this Treaty between Great Britain and ~ 
_ Japan. This means, of course, that the * 
Treaty may be séttled irrespective of our 
hid thes 


“Mr. Hucuns.—I did not say fiat You 
get up with one idea in your head, and 
you are determined to shove it down out 
» throats if possible; but in this case it 
will not go down. 

Mr. ENS LEY 1 repeat, that there 
are two propositions. Honorable mem- 
pers may take whichever they like. The 


‘Prime Minister cannot hop about like a 
sparrow from twig to twig, selecting 
whichever little twig it suits him to light 


ee 


T deny him that right in this 
We have the proposition that 
‘ene tian in dealing with Japan, 
aaa ttle the destinies of this country 


fie Arrin, 1991.7 


country 
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without our having anything to say in the 
matter. 
. Mr. Huewrs—That is not so. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Well, a little while 
ago it was So. 

Mr. Huaurs—No. 
was So. ee 
Mr. ANSTEY.—The Prime Minister’s 
statement is simply an attempt to ‘delude. 
the public. My view is that Great. 
Britain does settle. matters of this kind 
irrespective of our wishes. All that she 
has ever done in the matter of treaties — 
has been to pass them on to the Govern- 
ments of the Dominions. It did not 
matter whether they said “Yes” or 
“No” to them. They got it “im, the 
neck ” all the same, whether they liked it. 

or not. 


Mr, Huenrs.—It-1s*not fair to say 
that. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. z, 
M. Chanter).—Order! I must ask the 
right honorable the Prime Munister to 
allow the honorable member for Bourke 
to proceed. 


Mr. ANSTEY.—We should not forget. 
the real position. If we have nothing 
further to do than to make a mere formal . 
recognition, then the sooner we recognise 
it the better. Great Britain settles the 
problem, and simply tells us what she 
has done., All we have to do is to indi- | 
cate our approval; and what ‘does it mat- 
ter if we do not? In the circumstances, 
then, it is absolutely useless for anybody 
—and I say it with all respect to the 
Prime Munister—to go Home as the 
representative of this country. All that 
‘is really required of our representative is _ 
to set out clearly and definitely to the 
Home Government where we stand. And — 
I think there are two things we should 
say to the Home Government, whoever — 
our representative may be. ‘The first is 
that no obligation into which Great Bri- — 
tain may enter, and which seeks to bind 
this country in afiy shape or form to fight 
alongside of Japan, or of any other 
Asiatic race, against. the United States of 
America, shall ever receive our indorse- 
ment. That is emphatic and definite. 
Then, the second has to do with the poliey 
of a White Australia. I do not believe 
that the present Treaty in any way com-_ 
promises, or takes away from us, the right — 
to maintain our White Australia policy. - 
The highest interests of Great Britain are — 


I did not say oe 
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Tiperiah 
“involved i in not creating any more enemies. 
The Prime Minister has asked, What does 
_ the Old Country owe to Australia? She 
owes an immense deal; and in saying that” 
I am not posing as an Australian born, 
for I came from the Old Country. There 
are Englishmen who have answered the 
question for us. The late Joseph Cham- 
berlain, speaking to an immense audience 
in St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, after the 
Boer war, said, ‘‘Do you not recognise 
that these great Dominions do something 
more than furnish a market? They fur- 
nish us with men, and these are of immense 
value to the centre of the Empire.” I do 
not wish to be performing the patriotic 
stunt, but I think I can remember read- 
ing something concerning what the men 
of this country have done away on Galli- 
poli or on the Somme. Have I not read 
that it was the men of Australia who, 
either by reason of their superior social 

status, or from the advantages of their 
physique, and from their abilities ag in- 
dividuals, or because of all these things, 
were really the finest storm troops that 
the war produced? And have I not read 
that it was the Forces of this country 
which, when the British were over- 
whelmed, stemmed the German flood, 
poured into the gap left by the Fifth 

Army, and so protected Amiens that 
‘the fortunes of the war were turned 
to victory for the Allied cause? Thus, 
then, does not the Empire owe some- 
thing to its outlying Dominions? But 
if neither material advantages from the 
view-point of the creation of markets. nor 
the fact of the outlying portions furnish- 
ing the finest storm troops amount to any 
real reasons why the centre of the Empire 
should find adequate naval and military 
protection for these shores against any and 
all foreign invasion, there is another rea- 
son. Even if this were a black man’s coun- 
try, and even if we were not a patriotic 
people and had not sacrificed ourselves 
I have read that we have done in the 

Great War, there is another and a more 
cogent reason than all—one that is more 
powerful than either the blood ties of 
kith and kin or racial obligations. That 
other reason is, money. Great Britain 
has invested ‘from £500,000,000 to 
£1,000,000,000 of British capital in, the 
Dominions: and, even if she should not 
be prepared to. fight for the maintenance 
of a white race within this land, it is 
certain, at least, that she will “a for. 
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being called upon to go over this patr 


have before me a review which 


the sprovectng of hee ‘bond ld 
let us not . afraid that Britain 


foreign de onesaran ek 
Mr. Marxs.—Surely we: should ae O 
share! “yg 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Surely ; ne 
stunt business again, let me sa: 
pay we have done our share. W 


The Aiitod apanese Treaby has 
tirely altered, in its every aspect, i 
what it was ‘before the war. — 
days Australia’s position was that wh 
ever might have been the arrangeme 1 t 
tween Great Britain and Japan, 
largely ignorant of it But ther 
face us to-day did not confront us hefo 
the great war, for that conflict has af 
veloped two gigantic powers. On or 
able member has already pointed | 
encrmous’ new. power of the U;, 
States of America. She has built 
tremendous army and a huge nay 


striking particulars of the development « 
the forces of offence and defence in 
the United States of America. 
America, at this hour, think of t 
tailment of her army and a 


tion as the’ United States of A 
before the War. In those days Brit 
said, ‘‘We are prepared to arrang 

and to enter into any treaties with a 


euilmeans of arinanienba. We doje 
to participate’ in a continuance < 
mad race of armaments, don 


one: If you have 200 ships we sh 
400; if you have 2,000 we shi 
4,000.’’ Now the war.is ended and 
can no longer maintain that ratio. 
to-day is in the Potegy of the 


Gioat Britain. Maer now says . 
yes, we believe in the limitation 0! 
three ; if you Gaye 200 we ‘hat 
300 ; ‘if you have 2,000 we shal 

3,000. We are bound to aR ul 
selves as the most powerful n. 
military nation on earth.’’ : 
day ance was held at, ‘St. Lou. 


States ‘ae ‘America Cab- 
he American Republic. 
The American flag is the 
at. has never known sh biee 


; and owe 
Every 


ich is Geerried by the unseen hand 
The unfortunate circumstance 
there are so many gods. However, 

at does not matter. All the nations 
to their God for victory, and shoula 
ail them, they have the sense to blame 
elr own wickedness, by way of ex: 

vation of the defeat of their God and 
hemselves in battle. The situation ex- 

t ing between Japan and the United 
States of America is-not a mere matter 
e occupation of some American soil 
comparatively few Japanese. And 
uation between Australia and 
is not. a mere matter of colour in- 
ust a few men. The whole busi- 
in fact, a struggle of the great 
for the ‘conquest and exploitation 
-and her gigantic assets. Great 
and Japan are in alliance for the 
ploitation of the four hundred millions 
Chinese people, for the seizure of their 
the realization of their tremen- 
n ore deposits, the spoliation of 
heir wealth. Japan, under an arrange- 
it with Great Britain, has marched 
into Eastern Siberia and overthrown the 
‘authority there established; and, in that 
ritory, Japan proposes to pur'ue a 

exploitation. / 


ere are two clear and definite state- 
which must be embodied in any 
that in any way identifies us with 
itic race if it is to be acceptable 
le. eople, of this country. For ex- 
5, it must not be provided in any 
e entered into between Great 
and Japan that these ports of 
shall be coaling stations for Japanese 
ls of war, ind not for the vessels of 
ie rican Fleet. In other words, 
Treaty must not provide 
a to be linked up with the 
sain opposition to the white 
the American Republic. It 
an that we are to be bound 


; uate 


that 


and the agen aleey of the a 


ye we ‘to te bound’ upon 
declaration of war between America and — 
Japan to treat every American citizen’ 
the Commonwealth as an enemy subject 
and confiscate his property? Is it likely 
that we can be called upon to seize thei 
ships, and at the same time be inevitably 
bound to grant social privileges to the 
Japanese, which will be denied to Ame 
can citizens? Shall we be asked to gi 
the Japanese the right to coal their trans 
ports while denying those rights to th. 
ships of the American nation ! ‘Thats 
fear, is the position into which this coun 
try is being driven. Take the situation 
that is developing in the Atlantic. We 
have been told in the newspapers that the 
Americans have taken their fleet through’ 
the Panama Canal into the Pacific, where 
it is concentrating. For what purpose? 
We can see with what contempt British 
naval strength is | Derte treated at. ia 
very hour. 


The recent conflict has Gusher us 5 that | 
Anférica is the master of the economic — 
situation. The closing of the ports in 
Russia, the Black Sea, and the Baltic 
has thrown, trade into a country which is 
a large producer of foodstuffs. Because 
of the policy that has been adopted 
in the past these things have become a — 
menace, and the war has shown us that — 
to an extent we arc dependent upon the — 
productions of the American Republic to | 
supply us with the material with which — 
to fight. The American Republic exer- — 
cises full economic control, and we 
know very well the position in which 
the Allies would have been i 
‘America, with all the forces at her 
command, had not entered into the recent 
struggle. How ‘necessary it is for us, 
united as we are to her by the ties of — 
race, and kith and kin, and with a strong — 
affection for the Motherland, to tell her _ 
the position that is facing us, and ho 
false would be our Bosttion! if we were t ‘ 
be associated with an Asiatic race in a 
titanic struggle with a white one 
Is it not better from the stand-point of 
those who talk loyalty that we should fol 
low the example of Lloyd George, when 
he said to the British Parliament tha 
they did not understand the psycholog 
of the miner? We could say with equal: 
force that British Ministers do not under 
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"people. There is no government, no law, 
or no power which could compel the people 
ef Australia. by reason of their peculiar 
psychology to fight side by side with an 
Asiatic race against. a white man’s coun- 
try. Our loyalty to the Empire, if nothing 
else, necessitates that this point should be 
made quite clear, whatever Treaty may 
come back to us—if any does come back 
__after the Imperial Conference. It has 
“een stated—-who was it who said it— 
that this last war was a war to end all 
“wars? Who was it who put forward such ; 
a preposterous proposal? Men have been 
sent to gaol for saying that the con- 
flict was being waged for the bene- 
fis of commercial interests.’ Someone 
said that the struggle was being waged in 
the: interests of rival robbers, who were 
anxious to secure the markets of the world. 
Human material was provided, and sacri- 
fice and suffering endured merely for the 
benefit of those who. were really traitors 
to their nation. What a preposterous 
suggestion, then, that the war was to. 
end war! IL remember one gentlegaan 
saying, not long ago, that the war had 
achieved its object, and that it had pro- 
duced what it was intended to produce, 
and had brought to us a long and lasting 
peace. The same gentleman said it had 
landed us in the green fields of a per- 
petual peace; but he now says, “Who 
would be so stupid as to say that the war 
would end all wars.’’ I do not intend to 
- mention names; but those who are inter- 
ested can look up his speech, and see what 
was actually said. | 
Mr. Hvexues.—Will 
member read his own speech? 
performance ? | 
Mr. ANSTEY.—yYes. It is a perform- 
‘ance such as the right honorable gentle- 
man has put up from time to time with 
ereat success, and to the admiration of 
his supporters. 
Mr. Hucures.—Why does not the hon- 
rable member say a little more about 
qncland, Japan, and America? 
Mr. ANSTEY.—The Prime Minister 
has asked me to say a little more about : 
England; but I have said all I desire to 
say. I do not desire to cast any reflec- 
tions it any shape or form. I endeavour 
+o be a pro-Australian, because I re- 
cognise that this country has given 
me many advantages which the: land 
of my birth denied me. About Japan 
I have nothing more: to say, except that 


the Ee 
Is this a 


sf ees 


it is our clear and so 


~ people. 


fer the working classes of all ¢ 


have offered to the masses of their 


carry his words to their logical « 


When anyone talks to me of Gert 
do not forget the fact that lead: 


tralia to at least tell the Old Cov 
we are not prepared to link up: 
Asiatic race in any conflict agair 
That is clear and definite. 
of us have been condemned as” 
to. our country, irrespective of 
fact that we are linked to Brita: 
ties of race and blood, because we « 
voured to speak the truth, and poi 
to the working people of Austra 
war can produce nothing but mise 


duce nothing but Jardship and pi 


and that it is only those who 
not make any sacrifice who ben 
We see to-day that the German m 
are working for an allowance of 
and sausage; the miners of F 
flooded with German coal, are i 


the miners of England, m 
whom fought on the field o 
have had their wages reduced by |! 
five weeks, while the steel-workers of 
land have suffered a reduction of 4( 
cent. in their wages. That is the 1 
which the blood-stained rulers of Es 


ing people. Even Mr. Lloyd Gece 
exclaimed at the miserable and 
sive conditions under which the 1 
in some of the poorer’ districts 
Britain are working. \ Res 

Mr. Poyvnron.—How much k 
would they have been if Germar 
won ? ee: 
Mr. ANSTEY.—How much b 
is any one except a few domina 


men? What is the condition of, 
masses ? . +, 
Mr. Hueuss.—All the Germ 


tarred with the-same brush. — 
as bad as one: another, = =~ 9 |) 

Mr. ANS'TEY.—tThe right hone 
gentleman is quite right; but he di 


They 


sion. I am quite prepared to adm 
the Germans are all tarred with th 
brush, from the worker to the 
but under those conditions it is | 
per that, having achieved viete 
should deal out the same © 
ment to all, whereas the Kaiser 
luxury while the masses of the 
people are on the verge of © 
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also identified with the that trumpet the British Empire have. 
of the country to which I be- a aes 
» not forget that many of its 
and some of those who have 
he throne of our country, have 
m of British extraction, but were misery of their fellow countrymen, — 
ery race we are now condemn- | Minister opposite me talks about “loving 
ct, I have read that, in the Germans.’ When I say that I detest 
Pogis 2 pei es the very dogs German I do not look across the borde: 
d ee a to see whether he is a worker, but I look 
ets eT a yy Up to the throne, and)I do not stop Howl 
mm workers. The “honorable ing “Down with the Germans!” when T 
eee bworth (Mr. Marks) has do so, What has the Minister te 
I ‘or three stories in connexion ),;9 
h naval expeditions. I shall tell a 
what happened whilst I was in 
I was invited to a dinner at 
street by the London ¥ Port 
oa > owas 
of port 
The chair- 
made one of: those dashing 
eeches that all people who love _ 
eece their countrymen can make. He 
spoken of the ‘‘ncble_ British 
rs.’’ J asked the engineer who the 
n was.) He said, ‘‘ He is one of 
eatest employers of labour in 
Yioasked, ‘What is: he. /en- ; and what is occurring there 
- “He said, ‘The sugar in- will take place in Australia. hen 
y.’ “The sugar industry,’’ I re- Mr. Poynron.—The honorable member. 
, because I remembered the sugar ought to go to the picture shows and 
in the East End of London, and theatres, and see what is being : : 
Mr. ANSTEY .—Quite so. 
to those who have the money to attend 
d x : : _ the-picture shows. The time may come 
engineer replied, ‘‘ Yes, the sugar when they will not have the opportunity 
ndustry.”’ Thereupon I said, ‘“‘He em- of doing so; and good luck to them if 
oys every race on earth except his they do attend while they have a chance 
nv? he engineer said, : No, you are of doing So. . i a 
suigake” Ton he eaned What I have suid tomight has bean 
Rgds Sopp ? : » uttered without any ill-feeling or friction 
except, perhaps, when some one has tried 
‘to put the German “ gao’”’ on me. 
question of naval defence and the renewal 
of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty boiled 
down amounts to the same~thing, and re- 
quires no argument. ‘The answer was 


given by the Treasurer when he went t¢ 


ce that. 

‘STEY.—Yes, there are. Any 
1 wh would degrade his fellow 
nen in that way is a bigger enemy 
han is a, foreign workman. 

my brother of this inci- 

1€ mployed no- | 


Sy 
ugh 
i 


7646 


that every new loan has to be renewed at 
a higher rate of interest. These difficul- 
ties face every country in the world ex- 
--eept, perhaps, Japan and America, be- 
cause of the fact that they were free from 
the world’s conflict. Every big belligerent 
country has to face the facts as I have 
stated them. ‘Therefore it is useless to 
talk about increasing our naval expendi- 
turs. We cannot do it. As far as the 
Treaty is concerned, quite apart from our 
White Australia policy, it is only fair 
that, before giving acquiescence to it, we 
should see definitely what terms it con- 
tains. I hope that the gentleman who fel- 
lows mé will not be subjected to the nume- 
rous interjections which have not only 
occupied my time, but also so disturbed 
my thoughts as to make my speech more 
theatrical than it otherwise would have 
been. | 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [10.30]. 


—There is one thing, I think, with which 
honorable members will agree, namely, 
that boiled down’ into a splendid 
SEnLEN CE ++ 


Mr. Huerers.—Unless we can. make an 
arrangement, to finish this debate at a 
reasonable hour to-morrow, we must sit 
till a later hour than usual to-night. 


Mr. Tupor.—There are five other 
speakers, apart from the honorable mem- 
ber for Melbourne, and ‘including the 
honorable member for Barrier (Mr. Con- 
sidine), who wishes to address himself 
to the amendment. The Whip has been 
round and ascertained that. : 

Mr. Hueues.—lIt is too much to ex- 
pect that five honorable members can 
speak between 11 o’clock to-morrow and 
the time when honcrable members must 
catch their trains. We shall not sit alt 


night, but we must sit a little later than . 


usual this evening. 


Dr. MALONEY.—TI have no objection 
to that. There is one thing which the 
honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey) made quite plain, namely, that 
Australia will not fightAmerica. The 
Prime Minister agrees with my _ state- 
“MONS. c: | . 


Mr. Hvueurs.—I have said quite 
_ plainly that we could not think of such 
a thing, and it is only fair to say that 
England would. never agree to any 
alliance which 
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would involye the chance Italy facing 
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of war with the 
America. ! bs 
Dr. MALONEY.—I, too, am) 
opinion. The Old Country wo 
necept any Treaty which would 
her to fight upon the side of 
nation against the United Sta 
America. ay. 
Mr. Hueues.—It is unthinkable & 
Dr. MALONEY.—A frontier o 
3,000 miles without a single soldie 
it divides Canada from the United St 
of America. That is the greates 
ment of humanity. At the same tim 
word of mine will be used in dis 
ment of Japan. I understood t 
orable member for Wentworth 
Marks) ‘to say that, if the Germans, 
stead of following the British exampl 
building large warships, had po: 
fifty more submersibles, the fla 
England would have been defeatec 
ing the recent war. I hold the 
Japan been an Ally of Germany, 
day should have been endeavouring 
speak either German or Japanese. — 
thing could have saved us. 
been a loyal Ally. What do China 
Japan owe to the white race? H 
been born under either of their 
should have only one motto— De 
the white races!’’ The infamies 
past have not been forgotten; and, 
should be in the lap of the gods that 
tralia must be dominated by a 
race, I hope that it will be domiz 
the Chinese. No other nation h: 
risen to greatness with less blo 
war. As the result of my bri 
the East, I am satisfied that if a 
nation were led by the genius o 
not merely Australia, but the 
would be at its feet. If ever the 
races possess a military organizer w. 
the equal of that great philosopher 
fucius, they will dominate the 


United Sta 


sist them. In such a contingene 
that the United States of Am ) 
Great Britain will be found in the | 
front. To give the ex-Kaiser hi 
though I would like to see him he 
at the end of a rope, the picture th 
painted was one of which the future 
take cognisance. In it were de 
armed figures of Germany, Au 

the terrible 
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yay 


g to induce her to 


- am bist sorry 


Bien’ dune fhe arly 


| ro war. As far back a as 1905 if 


vy ae of all, And more Dit 
Cy aed worthless, unless 


that is ee ‘the United 
ithe es sane ae may be 


fran But 
Mat were better 


: a ms our neck bance the eG of tl 
ce aneror. 


| oresee what opla lappen: a apan has 
‘our race in a way that no coun- 
Ee a it_before. Recognis- 


io man ‘devised, and Japan 
ote his advice. The position 
merely, as the Prime Min- 
ae said, that Japan will 
allow any foreigner to own 
there, | (that she. will not per- 
e importation of foreign labour, 
f she has actually repatriated 
labourers." It is far more than 


n Japan to- day, owing to the ad- — 
fee ae no foreigner can 


on from the J apanese Govern- 
e had to trust to the cae of 


lei, the reap ee ie was 
ment. servant. 


owed 2. hale interest in Inines 


Foreigners are 


J shall Met onorable Ley if I read 
the wonderful letter which Herbert Spen- 


cer addressed to Kentaro Kaneko, on 26th 


August, 1892, and upon which these. pro- 


visions were based. Tt is to be found at 
page 321 of the Life and Letters of Her- 
bert Spencer, by David Done LL.D 
It ig as follows :— 


Your proposal to send. translations aoe my 
two letters to Count Ito, the newly-appointed 
Prime Minister, is quite satisfactory.. I ver 
willingly give my assent. ; 


Respecting the further. questions you ask, 
let me, in the first place, answer generally that 
the Japanese policy should, I think, be that 
of keeping Americans and. Europeans as much 
as possible at arm’s length. In presence of 
the more powerful races, your position is one 
of chronie danger, and you should take eycry 
precaution to give as little foothold as posera 
to foreigners. : bd 

It seems to me that the only forms of inter- 
course which you may with advantage permit 
are those which are indispensable for the ex: 
change of commodities and exchange of ideas 
—importation and exportation of physical and. 
mental products. No further privileges should 
be allowed to people of other races, and es- 
pecially to people of the more powerful races, 


than is absolutely needful for the achievement 


of these ends. Apparently, you are proposing, 
by revision of the treaty powers with Europe 
and America, “to open the whole Empire to 
foreigners and foreign capital.” I regard this 
asa fatal policy. if you wish to see what is 
likely to happen, study the history of India. 
Once let one of the more powerful races gain 
a point @appw, and there will inevitably, in. 
course of time, grow up an aggressive policy 
which. will lead to collisions with the Japanese. — 
These collisions will be represented as attacks 
by the Japanese which must be avenged; Forces — 
will be sent from America or Europe, as the — 
case may be; a portion of territory will be 
seized, and required to be made over as a 
foreign settlement; and from this there will 
grow « eventually subjugation of the entire 
Japanese Empire. I believe that you will have 
great difficulty in avoiding this fate in > any 
case; but you will make the process easy if 
you allow any privileges to foreigners Khe 
those which I have indicated. 

In pursuance of the advice thus vonaralle 
indicated, I should say, in answer to your first 


question, that there should be, not only a pro- 
hibition to foreign persons to hold property 


and land, but also a refusal to give them leases, 
and a permission only to reside as annual 
tenants. 

To the second question, I shoud! syd 


_ eidedly prohibit to foreigners the working of 


the mines owned or worked by Government. 
Here there would be obviously liable to arise 
grounds of difference between the Huropeans 
or Americans who worked them and the Go- 
vernment, and these grounds. of ‘difference 
would immediately become grounds of quarrel, 
and would be followed by invocations to the 
English or Teaweaciee eKeRuern or other 


ye 


» 


_ powers to send forces to insist on whatever 
the Eurepean workers claimed, for always the 
habit here and elsewhere among the civilized 

peoples is to believe what their agents or 

settlers abroad represent to them. 


' In the third place, in pursuance of the policy 
I have indicated, you ought also to keep the 
 eoasting trade in your own hands, and forbid 
foreigners to engage in it. This coasting trade 
is clearly not included in the requirement I 
have indicated as the sole one to be recognised 
-—a requirement to facilitate exportation and 
importation of commodities. The distribution 
ef commodities brought to Japan from other 
‘places may be properly left to the Japanese 
themselves, and should be denied to foreigners, 
for the reason that again the various transac- 
tions involved would become so many doors 
open to quarrels and resulting aggressions. 
To your remaining question, respecting the 
intermarriage of foreigners and Japanese, which 
you say is “now very much agitated, amongst 
our scholars and politicians,” and which you 
say is “one of the most difficult. problems,” 
my reply is that, as rationally answered, there 
is no difficulty at all. It should be positively 


forbidden. It is not at root a question of: 
social philosophy. It is at root a question of 
biology. There is abundant proof, alike. fur- 


nished by the intermarriages of human races 
and by the interbreeding of animals, that when 
the varieties mingled diverge beyond a certain 
Blight degree, the result. is invariably a bad 
one in the long run. I have myself been in 
the habit of looking at the evidence bearing 
on this matter for many years past, and my 
conviction is based upon numerous facts .de- 
rived from numerous soyrces. This conviction 
I have, within the last half-hour, verified, for 
I happen to be staying in the country with a 
gentleman who is well known as an authority 
on horses, cattle, and sheep, and knows. much 
respecting their interbreeding; and he has just, 
on inquiry, fully confirmed my belief that 
when, say, of different varieties of sheep, 
_ there is an interbreeding of those which are 
widely unlike, the result, especially in the 
second generation, is a bad one—there arises 
an incalculable mixture of traits, and what 
may be called chaotic constitution. And the. 
same thing happens among human beings—the 
Hurasians, in India, and the half-breeds in. 
America, show this. ‘The physiological basis 
of this: experience appears to be that any one 
variety of creature in course: of many genera- 
tions acquires a certain constitutional adapta- 
tion to its particular form of life, and every 
other variety similarly acquires its own special 
adaptation. The consequence is that, if you 
mix the constitution of two widely divergent 
varieties which have severally become adapted 
to widely divergent modes of life, you get a 
sonstitution which is adapted to the mode of 
life of neither—a constitution which will not 
work properly, because it is not fitted for any 
set of conditions whatever. By all means, 
therefore, peremptorily interdict marriages of © 
Japanese with foreigners. ic . ’ 


I have, for the reasons indicated, entirely’ 
approved of the regulations which have been 
established: in America for restraining the © 

Dr. Maloney. : | 
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would. restrict. them to the sm 


tthe copies of the correspohdence, “ M) 


magic word, 
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VES. 
Chinese immigration; and had I 


amount, my reasons for this decision |} 
one of two things must happen. Tf th 
are allowed to settle extensively in 
they must either, if they remain unmixe 
a subject race in the position, if not of 
yet of a class approaching to slaves; o 
mix they must form a bad hybrid. | 
case, supposing the immigration to b 
immense social mischief must aris 
eventually social disorganization. | 
thing will happen if there should be 
siderable mixture of the European or At 
races with the Japanese. © 
You see, therefore, that my a 
conservative in all directions, and, I 
saying as I began—keep other races 
length as much as possible. ah 
I give this advice in confidence. 1- 
it should, not transpire publicly, at 
during my life, for I do not desire 
the animosity of my fellow countrymen. 
P.S.—Of course, when I say I wish thi 
vice to be in confidence, I de not inte 
communwation of it to Count Ito, bi 
wish that he should have the oppor 
taking it into consideration. Bete. 
In order toy show how well-foundec 
the fear of this great man that th 
vice would rouse the animosity of 
low countrymen, I propose only t 
the following paragraph from 
work :— mn 


Though he did not wish this lette 
public during his life, Spencer has indo 


dvice is stro 


bi 


of advice contained. in this batch shou 
read and published.” Shortly after hi 
the letter of August 26, was sent. from." 
for publication in the Times (18 
1904), which wrote of it as giving * 
narrow, as much imbued with an 
real progress, as ever came from a 
cient, short-sighted Mandarin, bred in 
and hatred of barbarians.” as 
f conjure my fellow Australians 
proach Japan, if we must do so, 1 
, reciprocity ’”—-tha 
derful word. that comes from C 
Let us say to the Japanese that 
honoured our’ race and language b 
to the greatest of our philosophe 
vice, they cannot blame Austra 
we follow their example and d 
keep other races at arm’s leng 

occupy the wider spaces of a whol 
tinent. © We have 11.4 times the 
tory of Japan. We-;may sa 


tralians are settled in your cou 
will permit eleven times as man 


them to have eleven times more 


Imperial 


; in “Australia than an Austrahan is _per- 
4 - mitted to have in J apan. ” ~The popula- 
_ tion of Japan is:11.4 times that of Aus- 
tralia, and if 100 Australians go to 
Japan, let us welcome 1,100 J apanese to 
A australia. But let us have reciprocity 
_ with Japan in the fullest sense of. the 
word. 

ae After much reading -and great study 
of their arts during weeks and months 
spent in the British. Museum, I came to 

‘the conclusion that the J apanese are the 
“greatest and most artistic race that the 
_ world has ever seen. I may be reminded 
» the sculpture of the elder Greece, and 

TI am prepared to own that. it. is more 
beautiful, and for a single reason. The 
es Japanese did not choose beauty as an at- 


_ Greece more than any other nation that 
the world has ever seen, not even except- 
= ine our own race of ‘the present day, 
» ‘made their gods beautiful... Honorable 
' members have only to look at the copy 
of the great classic made by Richardson, 
‘the “Australian sculptor’ who was the 
_ first to win the double prize of painting 
- and sculpture in England’s Academy. I 
yefer to his glorious classic “ Mercury, . 
2 @opy of which may be seen on the top 
ie of the Age newspaper building. “ Mer- 
eury” was the god of thieves and mur- 
| derers, but his statue is made beautiful 
e by the genius of the elder Grecian race. 
_ The bronzes of Japan equal those of 

- Niecese, No other nation can. compete 
with the Japanese in lacquer work. 

_ Their carving on wood is unequalled. In 
black and white the works of Hokasai, 
Bae whose period closed in 1859, are equal to 
a the very highest productions of French 
artists, and Whistler said that the genius. 
of gehine was left with Velasquez and 
He of Japan. The genius of the 
epancss people is evident in everything 
| they have done. The honorable member 
Se, Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) will agree 
with me that the genius of the J apanese 
Me in ‘medical and surgical science is ad- 


| Bann PAGE Hear, Heat, 
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e0 ts required for one of their medi- 
: pea 
wl 4 a case of small-pox was discovered 
a4 di \ aoe ‘fgpoue AF which I was 
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es tribute of their gods, whereas ‘the elder | 


I can never forget that 


Conference. T7649 
travelling with our worthy Serjeant-at- 
Arms, the first man to come up to be 
vaccinated was the captain himself. 


Wages in Japan have risen 200, 300, 
and 400 per cent. since the time I pub- 
lished the notes to which I have referred. 
I do not wish to take credit for the book 
in which they appear. There is glorious 
language in that book, which is not mine, 
but that of my dearly cherished friend, 
Frank Myers, the genius who made the 
name of  Telemachus ” ring through not 
only Australia; but the United Kingdom, 
by the articles he published in the Aus-— 
tralasian. When I speak of Japan, no. 
word of mine can be construed into con- 
tempt of the Japanese people. “I trust 
that the unjust, cruel, and ridiculous 
criticisms of those people which have 
marred Australian journalism have 
passed for ever. [hey were prevented — 
during the war, and they certainly 
should never be resumed. The Japanese 
are the cleanest race’in the world. The 
first thing a domestic servant in Japan 
asks for is that she may have two hot 
baths a day. I can fancy a domestic help 
going to Toorak and asking the lady of 
the house for one hot bath a day. I can 
smile at such a request when I remember 
some of the dens in which I found ser- 
vants accommodated when I was in active 
medical practice. The Japanese servant 
asks for two hot baths a day, and she will 
not accept service unless she can get one — 
hot bath a day. The rickshaw. man who 
drives you in Japan will give you a gilt- 
edged card, and will have his hot bath at 


the end of each day. : 

The Japanese people were forced to 
open their doors. I wish them’ 
good luck, and I do so in gratitude 
for the help which they recently 
rendered us in Australia. But 7 want” 
this beloved Australia of ours to be 
handed down as a white man’s herit- 


age. I want Australia, if possible, to 
surpass little Switzerland, that country of 
three nationalities buried ‘in the bosom of 
the Alps, which has earned the name of 
“the school-house of Europe.” | 1 want 
Gur. beloved Australia to become the — 
scheol-house of the world by setting the | 
example of just laws, the elimination of — 
the curse of poverty, and the giving to | 
every man and woman a fair deal. I have 
seen some ef the miseries of England, and — 
they seared my mind. I hated and loathed 


” 
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not the race from which my mother, a 
good old Somersetshire woman, sprung, 
but the laws which they permitted to ob- 
tain. One or two members of this House 
were present when I told a combined 
Committees of the House of Commons and 
_ House of Lords that the British franchise 
was worthy only of a barbarian nation. 


If honorable members care to turn to the - 


Statesman’s Year-Book for 1914, from 
which I have quoted more than once in 
this House, they can verify the statement 
I made at the time, that the franchise 
in. Great Britain was not equal to that 
of China, Japan, or Turkey. I was robbed 
of my vote for four years in London. I 
told the people there that their franchise 
was fitfed only for a barbarian race, and 
that until they gave every man and 
woman in England, Ireland, Scotland, 
and Wales a vote, they were nothing but 
a barbarous people. England to-day is 
cursed with the House of Lords, which is 
an embodiment of the vile and wicked 
past. She does not give human beings 
a fair show. Let any man look at the 
wheat lands of England, and he will find 
vast areas of wheat lands in that country 
had gone out of cultivation for a period 
of fifty years prior to the war. Go into 


the English workhouse and see how. the. 


poor are kept. That dittle land, fifty 
“years before the war, used to grow more 
‘food for its people din it grows now. 
Asa boy I was told that the laws of Ire- 
land were unjust; that Irish landlords 
spent money in London that they ought 
to have spent in Ireland, leaving their 
agents to extract all they could from the 
tenants; but I was enjoined to remember 
that England had more poor péople suf- 
fering from unjust laws than Ireland 
had, because there were more people in 
England. The death rate in» England 
was as high as 800 for every 1,000 
children in the first year after birth. The 
next highest death rate was 300, and the 


difference of 500 died from want of pro-- 


per food, shelter, and clothing. I love 
England and honour its greatness; I re- 
cognise that its language has not only 


conquered the Celts of Wales, Scotland: 


and Ireland, but is the language of 
100,000,000. people in the United States 
or Nwierica, 


will be great if she does not allow her 


cursed love of money and capital to cause 
her to sign a Treaty which Australia will eo 


ge diets ae 


“a 
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ouly much more determinedly. 


the mere dictum of the cap 
The outlook for England 
‘Consul of the United States 
at ee pow, ie the n . 


Beh as : 


not permit. - I chao the by | 
uncertain words of the Prime Min ster 
which were deadly in their determi 
tion, to the effect that by no ae 
would he agree to a Treaty betwee 
land and Japan if it might mean _ 
disagreement between us and the Um t 
States of America. 
Mr. Bowpen.—Is that not the attity 
of Great Britain, too? e 


Dr. MALONEY.—I am sivas 
of the House of Lords—that abomin. 
of the past and laughing-stock of the 
sent. The House of Lords, whi 
bers 600 members, deemed a qu 
three sufficient to manage the 
British Empire. The House of L 
must go. I believe the majority 0 
House of Commons woule hate the id 2 
of war with the United States 
America, and that ninety-nine ( 
every one hundred average Eng 
speaking people have the same feel 
The honorable member for Bourl ; 


been enunciated by. the Prime 


show America our appreciaaa® 
glorious words spoken by ~Ad 
Sperry, when he called at New Tea 
on the occasion of the visit 
American Fleet. He was asked abou 
yellow peril, and, though 1 fo et 
words, they were to the effect, “ You 3 
never be afraid so long as the Star 
Stripes float over the oceans 
world.’’ These were glorious wore 
this House will determine that um 
circumstances shall Australia 
into a ne which would lea 


any He of the Ae: 7 
ee great, coun which poi Eng 


carry on the work she has san 
Australia. No ship ean go ine a. 
of the Manilas without strict ins] 


taken. A paper has to be sig ne 


Fe rtscht, 0 or 80. This enlien 
| riseed by American Consuls, even. 
co ast of Australia; and we owe a 
1 of praise to the United States of 
merica on that account. When I, to- 
with Mr. Speaker, other members 


fi travelling from Ri eadas Island, 

our party were vaccinated with 
n lymph on one arm and 
¢ ee on the other, and got on 
As for myself, my old and 
nd, the honorable member for 


(Mr. Bamford), and the Pre- 
Vea Seats we were vaccinated 


ae high. q feel éertain that 
Minister will keep imbedded 
mind the thought raat we’ Austra- 


rould be ed if a Dee) is bereiee: S 
with Je apan sae which we can Se and 


: a i. ‘against the United 
FS és of America. 


ay 
id 
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am very sorry that I am com- 

by force of crcumstances — to 
SS myself to a very serious 
m at such a late hour. As a 


ter of fact, during the first couple 
of d a et the present part of the session, 


: > Pag cee wha 
e bled on the other. I was so dis- 
in foe I retired to ay ‘mountain 


ee The Eien be- 
e is that a paper should be 
he 
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‘tones that Australia is nothing save what — 


and that we 


that had - come to 
ae the he place, in the 
of ae - an | 


ak wi? 


- monial put on record by the honorable 


Conference. 
b 
hans the paper will alent be fanned 
because, by that means alone, rather than 
by anything that is said in the course of 
this discussion, we shall gather what is 
involved in the Mandate to us of certain 
territories in the Pacific. For the rest, 
I shall not defile my soul with the pase 
falsehood that I agree in any substantial 
part with what the right honorable the 
Prime Minister said in moving the 
motion. I am not worrying over the ne 
and mysterious status which Australia is 
assumed to have won, and now to possess, 
whatever maybe meant by this phrase 
of ‘‘new and enlarged status,’’ because 
my view is that if the Australian Labouz 
party comes into power, as they doubt- 
less will at no very remote date, they will 
be influenced in regard to foreign affairs 
more by the duliporateby expressed will o 
the. Australian people than by the e 
pression of persons outside, however emi. 
ment, cr in however solemn convocation 
they may be assembled. On the other 
hand, if what I may call by the some- 
what vulgar title of “‘ Hughesism ’’ is to 
prevail, we shall doubtless pursue our 
easy alternate rdle of sycophant and 
beaster. On the one hand we shall con- 
tinue to declare, through our responsible 
statesman, that we are a nation new-born 
and giant-like, almost invulnerable, and 
with the other voica we shall continte 
abject ay toadying, to insist in cringing 


of Britain 
are but as the froth 
blown from the cup of Britain’: 
greatness. As might have been ex 
pected, the Prime Minister has clothed 
a creat deal of platitude in ornate, high- 
sound elegant phrases. He was juined 
in this recard by the honorable membe 
for Balaclava (Mr. Watt). These two 
gentlemen apparently forgot all. such 
mundane and local affairs as the stage- — 
managed reception of one by the other, 
forgot entirely that very unflattering testi 


ib te) by! \ the |, prace 


member for Balaclava relating tc the 
Prime Minister, and agreed to bury their 
differences in a kind of turgid stream of 
rhetorical cant. A fair sample of this 
supplied in such phrase as ‘‘ The Britis 
One: is the sol iets oy 
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“thing to say it, as something beyond . argu- 
ment, that the British Constitution is to 
be regarded as a perfect mstrument, be- 
‘cause, with its weird concatenation of law 
and custom, the people of Britain—and 


by the people of Britain I mean especially 
the outraged and despoiled masses of the” 


British people—have suffered no mor 
than the people of other countries under 
other autocracies. Occasionally the 
supreme jest is perpetrated, by some 
‘gilded and well-paid hereditary aristo- 
erat, of declaring that Britain is a great 
| Democracy. tT heard the honorable mem. 
ber for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) with 
“pleasure when he dealt with the position 
of Britain as a great Democracy.” In re- 
cent years, at all events, there have been 
some more hopeful signs, so far as Pritain 
and her harassed and disfranchised people 
are concerned. Although one who claims 
to be a real Democrat cannot help feeling 
some disappointment at the abortive 
elferts recently made by the suppressed 
and depressed human atoms of 
Britain, through their organized labour 
unions, to assert themselves, still there 
are, in the recent industrial uprisings in 
that country, some hopeful signs 
that my brethren in Great Britain are 
beginning, at long last, to take the correct 
- measure of the perennial har of their 
country This great Empire of ours, 
about which we should speak, so we will 


be told, only words of reverence, with 


bated breath, is great in my view in pro- 
portion to the measure of the indepen- 
dence cf its component parts. But so 
far as its Government retains its grip 
upon any of those parts logically and geo: 
graphically separated from it, and sepa- 
rated, too, from it in their ideals and 
_spirit, so far does this Empire, through 
its responsible spokesmen, become and 
continue to be a pestilent nuisance and 
failure. In Australia, Canada, and South 
Africa we may flatter ourselves with 
the external manifestations of Empire, 
We flatter ourselves with the comforting 
thought that no harm comes to us 
from ‘the Imperial ‘connexion, ~ for 
the very simple reason that there is 
nothing more than the sentiment of union 
with the fact of independence. If at any 


‘moment any person were to attempt to | 


forge upon Australia a real chain of con- 
mexion;- at once the spirit of revolt 
would run through the length and 
breadth of this continent. The ‘honor- 


Coe r. Brennan. 
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will or no, into ape ae 


tions - se the Prime ‘Minister in 
toy member. for Balaclava Siok ee iat 


ihe trdth os Ghay oho fap cor 
between Australia and jhe! Mother! 


who turn “ Phar intherlana in. g 
of respectful regard and affec 
the contrary, I ‘respect them fo: 
appreciate and share their viewpoil 
were it attempted to forge a cha 
this country, or- upon Canada, \ 
South Africa) which would in a 
limit the free action of their politi 
dependence, revolt would be crea 
the Dominion concerned. Of course 
lute independence is limited, as 
cently found to our cost, in the 
war. In the delirium of war me 
themselves over—may we hope * 
will do better in the future—as 


slaves to the war workers. 
that apart, in India at p 
and in Egypt in the recent 


the measure of exploitation, disfra. 
ment, and oppression is the mea 
our Imperial greatness. In Irela 
and terror are rae eee a 
ment, ?’.— . 
Minister— 


Empire. 


Now about the proposed ja 
liance. An alliance of the kind 
welcomed in so far as it is the ex] 
of goodwill on the part of the 
tries towards each other. As. 
claims toe be something of an int 2 
alist, I do not hesitate to express. pl 
at sentiment of that kind mani 
in aM alliance beween Japan a: 
Britain. So far as it is-such, it 
welcome. But so far as it is a b 


to be deprecated. — 
version to secret agreements — 
diplomacy, it is to be resented 
demned. So far as it constitut 
compromising us in our ies 


coloured family, pe pe us, whe 


I am more Ree “with some 


poner of the seas. “ si 
1 British oe this Empire 
up; only by a powerful is to ty Syed on The ay stage of the & 
“can it .be maintained.’’ “Pacific, amet ist | 
I ce honorable gentleman Says Mr. Bayury.—Hear, hear! 

may not be true. If it is true, Mr. BRENNAN. —Apparently, 
readful confession. It. is an ae honorable member is ; 
and. a restatement of the ae should have our vesporisibelniee? “andor 
yf his creéd that might nitely and indecently extended beyond” oul 
A bears out what we have ae needs. If it-had not been for this mis 
ight of him:that itisstilhis View that chievous policy of annexation, carried: on 
Gg tness stands on guns and gas- in breach of the solemn "pledges we made 
: and that fight and force are at on entering the Peace Conference, we 
Ber our mightiness. In other Mer ae soa Beans that as a pe) 


Lie ee meat a. crude par ceon 


in a vary Nacedal situation ne a tome 
not. perpetual, peace in the country t 
which we have established at least som 
sort of prescriptive claim. * 
Now as to the policy of White - he 3 
: ai af tralia, which, as I said a moment ago, is 
roat pirate: returning with his ill- -gotten compromised by the alliance whichs then 
olay them at the foot of a grateful prime Minister has assured us in a 
Kine. is, according to this view, vance, he is going to the other sid 
eee inspiration and our model. It of the world to approve, because he 
hat when the Prime Minister in- {614 us that on the White Australia he 
hat might is right, and that our would insist. “I -shall have my way ” 
s and our salvation depend upon were his words. That is a very curious: 
ng power of our guns and the position for the right honorable gentle- ~ 
: and yariety of our ships, he an to take up. It would not be curious _ 
made the tardy acknowledgement that for members on this side of the House; 
the ughty may play some little part j woyld be logical and natural for them 
: meee ugh a part clearly ancillary to that to say that, but what right has the Prime 
tho 'N: avy. The Almighty i 1s secondary Minister, as Leader of the Government, 
o. he avy, and acting in a subordinate and in view of what he has sald, tov a 
| < a as the centre of the clare that he will have his way against 
a to-day with local indus- Britain? Has he not declared that we 
ipheavals ‘distracted as it _is. are but dross.to Britain? Has he not de- 
" clared that we should kneel at the foot 
against savage anid persistent in- of Britain, acknowledging our complete 
this Empire cannot hope to en- dependence? Has he not declared 
and will not deserve to endure, un- that we owe her ey ee and 
gs alae a moral claim for the that in ourselves we are nothing? And 
force majewre. We are indebted yet upon the very first matter in — 
iis Leader of ‘the Government (Mr. regard to which there is likely to 
a ) tor be a clash of opmion between Britain 
and ourselves he has the temerity to as- . 
n sure this Parliament, the country, and 
| ii the Pacific. That may the world, so far as his voice reaches, that 
r is it. not to be played’ within he will have his way. Upon what prin- ‘ 
nsive domain of this conti- ciple of justice, upon what principle o! 
is surely large enough and propriety or common honesty, can he — 
nough to stage even so great claim to have his way if what he has said 
| law Pate answer is—because is true? Doubtless He will have, his o 
t to partake of the v 
our policy of annexa- 
nder the name of Man- 


in pore “of the ce iia 
say that we live by virtue of tlie all- 
erful British N avy. Thus every cut- 


” 7604 _Imperi a: E 
: they beer up in thls pe 
asked if I am in favour of the ideal of a 


‘White Australia; I am whole-heartedly 


in favour of it as an ideal, and I would 


not be afraid or ashamed, if I understood 
their language, to carry that view into 
the oe of the Japanese nation itself, be- 

cause I believe, as many spokesmen of 
coloured races themselves have said, that 
there are sound reasons—economic, reli- 
gious, and other—which should move the 
people of any race differing as the Orien- 
tal races do from our own, to accept the 
principle of a*White Australia as being in 
the best interests of all the nations con- 
cerned. In other words, the purity of 
the race, whatever it is, is involved; the 
maintenance of the ideals of the race, 
whatever the race may be, is involved, 
together with much else. Therefore, I 
would not be afraid or ashamed to advo- 
eate a White Australia even in the capital 
of Japan. But I do not admit for a 
single moment that the Prime Minister’s 
_View-point is the correct one. I do not 
accent for a second his statement that this 
eountry lives only by the grace of Britain, 
‘nor will I submit to the view, without 
challenging it, that the national safety 
depends upon ships and cannon and force. 
I contend that there are other better, 
more effective, and cheaper means of 
securing our immunity from war, and 
that, therefore, not only great material 
good may be obtained, but infinitely 
higher moral benefits accrue to the nation 
so acting. [ would not for the world hurt 
the feelings of members of the Govern- 
ment or their friends outside, but when 
they would persuade me that the safety 
of this country and Britain and the world 
depends upon these ships floating some- 
where in other seas, and the guns con- 
tained in them, and the men who man 
them for the purpose of blowing the lives 
out of their fellow-men, I ask, ‘‘ What 
did this Navy do during the great war ?’’ 
First of all, it did not prevent war. 
Secondly, it did not take any part in the 
war that is worth considering. It did not 
even prevent the seas being overrun with 
raiders and submarines, which in their 
turn also were found to have pursued a 
futile and useless course. The British 


Navy on the one side and the ships of 
the enemy on the other side—the one 
lying idle in its hafbors, and the other 
lying at the bottom of the sea—remain 
to-day splendid tributes to the useless- 
of — 


ness of the destruction. 


Mr. Brennan. 


policy 


‘IT may be — 


‘to ‘be inefficient for the purpose for w 


to build and maintain a navy that 


again and set out on our long road 


spent upon the. ree Baie avy; a 
all the taxation we have heaped upo 
people of Great Britain and Irel 
incidentally upon the people of 
country, for its maintenance; after 
our vain boasting that we own 
controlled the seas—though God knc 
why the people of any country — shor 
claim to control ocean highways dest: 
for the use of the world—we are 
that the navy is inadequate for the © 
tection of Australia. This is the | 
of it all. This is the end of our sacrifi 


at the zenith of its power, is admt 


it was ereated. More ships, more bl 
more fight. Let us take up the bur 


out a goal carrying our chain with 
end. ae 


My own view is that our claim to h 
this Commonwealth of Australia res 
two grounds, interwoven one wi 
other, partly legal-and partly mor 
the first place, if we are to ass 
principle of a White Australia we 
be able efficiently and effectively to. oc 
this country. We cannot hope to 
definitely the doein-Che meneame” 


allowing other portions to remai 
ee ve a SOY with ay 


“a *f 
a, 


‘ee of cuitione of aagple . 
ane on moral heen we Bee we 


Why, a 
ment, Mig expressing cen detent 
tion tos have their way so far as 
clusion of the RE 5 races is con 


in becliging some people of the | r 
white races in the world. Out of 
folly and bitterness of the recent we 
the spirit of futile vindictiveness 
it engendered the Government no 
to admit into the Co ae 
from countries with which, 
years, we have been at war. 
cently the Ce passed: leg : 


ie ec cubte t Puteri 
ted to this country so ae 
str] ictions pene 


oe our Viduieration laws is con- 
‘it is not worth our while to par- 
Ze eae ease of any individual, 


| oat of the wee aainae: 


p 7 ‘the affairs of this anne 


on this balefnl theory that we ee 


af y virtue of our guns and ships; when 
repared to extend the right hand 


wship to the people of every coun- 
the. world, whatever their colour 
and to argue the question. of 


Tap & 


ay hope, to make Australia secre 


Mr CN I desire to refer to 
oN ‘the. fa ie In the agree- 


Fiahts ae deealy a in 


r contracting Barty would 


wherever arising—’’. 


Peat attack or aggressive. action, \, 
That is, 

of keeping ‘within the limits of. the ter 
ritory it goes further. It will go. into 


the Pacific and into the Atlantis 7 
will go anywhere. 20N- 
fined to China or to Japan, or r to. India 


1911 pan — 


If by reason of an unprovoked attack or 
aggressive action, wherever arising, on the 
part ‘of any other Power or Powe either 
High Contracting Party should be involved 
in war in. defence of its territorial rights | 
special interests mentioned in the ‘preamb : 
of this Agreement, the other High Contracting 
Party will at once come to the assistance ‘of 
its Ally, and will conduct the war in common 
and make peace in mutual agreement with it. 
The agreement as it at: present stant 
cannot possibly be subscribed to by this 
Parliament or by the people of Australia. 
and most certainly not by the Govern- 
ment of this country. The enthusiastic 
protestations of the Government and their 
supporters, their general attitude regard- 
ing the White Australia policy, have 
been such as to preclude their subserip- 


‘tion to anything in the nature of the — 


terms of. Article IJ. I am wondering — 
what truth there is in that which is freely _ 
stated in Europe. generally, . 
America particularly, namely, that the 
many late converts to the ‘hite Aus 
tralia policy have merely adopted tha 
attitude for the purpose of working up 
the: people of Australia into a frame of 
mind in which it may not be hard to ge 
30,000 or 40,000 Aystralian troops sen 
into Asia. Sir Charles Rosenthal, speak 
at Orange, New South NWales, 


‘months ago, stated that he would not be 
at all surprised if within a few month; 


Australian soldiers were participating i 
a war on the Indian frontier. Following 
the publication of those remarks the hon: 
orable member for Maribyrnong (Mr. 
Fenton) asked the Treasurer (Sir Josep 
Cook), who was at the time in charge o 
the House, whether it was a fact tha 
Sir Charles, Rosenthal had made such. 
_ statement, whether he was in the emplo; 
of the Gormmonwealth, and what auth 
rity he had so to speak, The ee 
Ina more or owe ‘Alippant Bone 


and in. 


1656. Imperial 


was not responsible for what Sir Charles. 


Resenthal might have said concerning 
the participation by Australian soldiers 
im a war on the Indian frontier. 
are two facts outstanding in connexion 
“with the position in India. *One is that 
the Ind’an Nationalist movement is de- 
termined to secure some kind of freedom 
from the present oppression exercised by 
the capitalists of Great Britain, and the 
other is that the British Government, re- 
presenting British capitalists, are just as 
determined that there shall be no such 
measure of freedom afforded the peoples 
of India. And it is frankly stated in 
Europe, and even more frankly stated in 
America, in militarist circles, that there 
will be war in India shortly. Interroga- 
tions have emanated from London con- 
cerning the attitude of Australia in the 
matter of her participation, should war 
break out in India. It is said that the 
modus operandi will take the form of 
Afghan risings on the frontier, which will 
grow to such dimensions as to necessitate 
the use of large bodies of troops in that 
theatre. Due to the state of mind created 
by the enthusiastic adulation of certain 
recent converts to the White Australia 
policy, the Australian people will be 
expected to say, ‘‘ Yes, if Australia 
is to be threatened by _ Asia, 
for God’s sake let us fight in Asia.” 
It is quite freely stated in the 
American press, and in certain sections 
of the London press, that already 
military operations have been planned in 
India, that transportation plans have 
been prepared, and that Australian and 
‘New Zealand officers are- already there. 
Whether they were sent with the ‘cog- 
nisance of this Government J do not 
know, but would like to learn. When Sir 
Charles Rosenthal tells the people of Aus- 
tralia that he would not be surpr’sed if 
within eighteen months we are fighting in 
India, and when we have these pertinent 
observations in Europe and America, it 
is about t'me the people were informed 
‘exactly what is meant. J should like to 
know from Ministers in this House whe- 
ther it is a fact that there are Australian 
officers ready to take up their duties in 
Ind’a, and that it is intended to raise 
40.000: soldiers in Australia to go to India. 
This matter will come before the Im- 
_perial Conference. No doubt, the Go- 
-vernment have been already notified that 
the Indian question will be one of the 
Mr. Blakeley. woes 7 
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There > 


‘that the massing of an army to g 


“tralia whether the very grave 


most important arising for 
I dare say the Prime Minister has 
some thought to the attitude he will 
on behalf of Australia with respect 
troubles developing in India. O 
quite understand the necessity for 
troops other than British to go to | 
In the first place, the British 
ment have more than sufficient troub 
their hands at Home. They are fi 
it increasingly difficult to get sold 
go to Ireland. There has been somet, 
like a six months’ recruiting cam 
and only the force of public opini 
prevented. its continuance. Last -m 
the guthorities were appealing 

troops for Ireland and for. 
The industrialists of Great Brita 
becoming more emphatic in their o 

to British soldiers being sent to po 
of the Empire to subdue possible r 
or subjugate a section of the nat 
which they belong. One can read 


India to suporess that nation wo 
extremely difficult. Hence an attem 
will be made to drag Australia, 
nilly, into a conflict in India. P 
this is merely something that ha 
discussed in certain circles in London 
in Europe. Probably it has only bee 
academic discussion, and the qu 
sent to Australia as to.our opinio: 
such a proposal are also acade 
having been sent merely with the - 
of getting information. Probably © 
statement. made by Sir Charles 
thal was merely for the edifice 
a few men who desired to 
their military career, but the sinis 
nificance appears to be that thé 
was discussed by an officer who o 
an important position inthe A 
Imperial Force. At the same tim 
ments are published in the Ameri 
Ituropean press on practically, the 
lines. Before this d’seussion elo 

Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) or a re 
sentative of the Government shou 
form this House and the people o: 


which exists in India is to be discussed 
the Imperial Conference, and, if so, 
course the discussion will follow. — 
said—-I am asking for confirmation 
denial—in London to-day that a © 
paign will very shortly be sta 
(India, and we know that for a k 
treops have been gathering ther 
sibly for the purpose of preven 


: Imperial 


‘natives from rising, and overthrowing the 


Government. The people are well orga- 
‘nized, and any attempt to suppress a ris- 


“ing will result in a loss of a large number 
of British soldiers. 


We know nerfectly 


_ well that it is not so.much for the good 
of India that the natives are being sup- 


- pressed as it is for the aggrandisement of 


_ the people who have capital invested 


- there, and which the. British Government 
' desire to protect. It would not, of course, 


be the first capitalistic war in which Aus- 
tralian soldiers had been engaged, and I 
~ ao not supvose it would be the last. be- 
- eause so far as one can understand there 
has not been any war which has not been 


essentially capitalistic. I strongly protest 


- against anything being done at the forth- 
“coming Imperial Conference which will 


-embroil Australia in any such quarrels, 


and I object to the manhood of Australia 


being transported overseas for the protec- 


tion of interests other than Australian. 


- When we are told that the White Aus- 


tralia policy is to be determined in India 
instead of in Australia, no doubt many 


_ of those recent converts to the policy will 
‘consider that they have achieved their 


object. 


In regard to the Anglo-Japanese 
‘Treaty, it is quite understandable that 


_ the British Government, apart from the 
Dominion Governments, should en‘er into 
an agreement with Japan to protect 


capitalistic interests. But when such a 
Treaty is made, and when it is likely to 
embroil certain portions of the British 


Empire, such as South Africa, with a 
fairly large white population, Canada, 


Newfoundland, New Zealand, and Aus- 


wags agate ° ve ° > 
tralia, it is, of course, a different matter. 


‘For a number of years I have been of 


_ the opinion that no agreement should be 


| eatered into, or subscribed to by Austra- 


‘tia, which does not include America, An 
- agreement be:ween England and Japan 
' cannot be of benefit to Australia, or even 
'- of interest to the Commonwealth. Nothing 
“is to be gained by such an alliance, and 
much cannot be -lost. 

»” stated that the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) only misrepresents the ideals 
“and aspirations of the Australian people. 
“Unfortunately, he is going, although we 
did our best to.stop him; but if he 1s 
‘confronted with an agreement, he should 
‘not ratify anything that is likely to be 
in any way antagonistic to America. 


<< 
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I have already - 


Conference. 65T 
Mr. Brtt.—Does the honorable’ mem- 
ber, think he will be asked to ratify 
anything ? 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Prime Min- 


"ates has made many contradictory state- 


ents in this House, and has the art of 
making utterances in an airy fashion; 


“but when any one tries to pin him down | 


to his statements as the honorable mem- 
ber for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) and 
the honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey) endeavoured to do to-night he 
evades the question. The Prime Minister 
first said that Australia had to ratify the 
Treaty, -and that it would be brought 
back to this House to be ratified; and 
then he said that, irrespective of what 
this House did, the Treaty would go on. 
He*cannot. be pinned down to any state- .. 
ment. His speech was delightfully vague, 
He will agree with any one and contradict 
every body; and when he goes to the Tm- 
perial Conference he will adopt a similar 
attitude, so that whether we like it or 
not, his presence there will mean that we ~ 
will be irrevocably attached to something 
distasteful to the people of Australia. 
We, on this side, represent a majority of 
the people. We represent more closely 
the aspirations and ideals of the Austra- 
lian people than do the Government, be- 
cause 95 per cent. of the population are 
of the working class. 

Mr. Jacxson.—It-is a pity you cannot 
convince them that they should vote for 
Oe 

Mr. BLAKELEY .—The people of Aus- 
tralia cannot be convinced that the Go- 
vernment are representing their interests. 

‘Mr. Jacxson.—They have been con- 
vinced of that all right. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—Honorable mem- 
bers may be in power it 1s true, by the 
use of the thimble and pea, the two- 
headed penny, or the three-card trick, but 
that does not signify that they represent 
the people:of Australia. There are such 
things as giving the sweat wheel a little 
assistance, and that assistance has been 
given most generously. But the two- 
headed penny, the three-card trick, and 
the use of the thimble and pea are not 
a circumstance to the joxe worked by 
the Government at the last election, 
especially in the matter of the Senate so- 
called proportional representation. 

I haven’t the slightest doubt the Prime 
Minister will pledge Australia to some- 
thing which, for the time being, most 
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honorable members do not contemplate. 
Some honorable members on the Minis- 
terial side have said in unmistakable 
language that they are prepared to sub- 
scribe to an Imperial naval system. They 


claim that if the Empire is to have a* 


navy it must be controlled by a central 
head. It is a fairly plausible argument, 
and under other conditions would be 
logical, but it is altogether a different 
question when the people of Anstralia are 
to be asked to get a fleet together and 
maintain it In peace, and have it taken 
away from them in war, In fact, during 
the last war our fleet was taken away, 
so that instead of Australian men-of-war 
being in our harbors, Japanese cruisers 
were substituted for them, 

J am against the Prime Minister going 
to the Imperial Conference, because he 
is not truly representative of Australia. 
Neither he nor any member of his Min- 
istry has laid on the table a full state- 
ment of the questions to be discussed at 
the Conference. I am opposed to Aus- 
tralia entering into any system of an 
Imperial Navy.’ I am quite convinced 
that, notwithstanding the protestations 
we have heard with regard to the White 
Australia policy, and notwithstanding the 
many enthusiastic rejections of the points 
made by this side, Australia, by virtue of 
the fact that its Prime Minister is attend- 
ing this Conference, will find itself, 
whether we like it or not, with yokes upon 
it which it will take years to remove. | 

Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [12.18 
a.m.|. — After having listened very 
patiently to the many contributions to 
this debate, I realize the gravity of the 
position facing the people of Australia 
‘involved in the question at present de- 
manding the consideration of honorable 
members, The consequences may be more 
far-reaching, perhaps, than the great bulk 
of the teopile comprehend. If the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) is to be allowed 
to use his own discretion upon many 
matters of an Imperial character in 
which Australia is to be involved, I am 
satisfied that before many years have 
passed the people of this country will re- 
egret that he was ever intrusted with the 
responsibility of representing them at 
an Imperial Conference. We are told 
that there are two great factors to be con- 
sidered at the forthcoming Conference— 


the ratification of the Treaty between v 


(REPRESENTATIVES L 


accepting her share of the oblig 


in connexion with these two 


ae . 


aay siliey of the = I 
Australia’ is evidently to be regard 


which will be imposed. ypon the HE 


without her people being afforded a 
portunity to fully understand thee 


mitted. The Prime Miriesags head tol 
that we are confronted with a ee 
which is grave in the. extreme. 
are we to do?” he asks. 
policy to be? We depend for ou 
existence upon the maintenance ne 
trol by Britain. ! 


oh. and one to conte 
share.’’ I ask the right honorable g 
man what reason there is for wi 


extreme. After the baie wa 
record, a war which has a 
Empire with a staggering debt, w 
told within three years of the signi 


another war. If that be so, the peo 
this country should realize that they 
been tricked in regard to the part. 
Australia a ih in the war. _ To-da: 


Afocd to incur pees fresh oblignhiea 
erder to provide a more ade 


debt of £350,000,000, and ae ‘ 
debt to 30th June, 1920, totals” mol 


which we made in Blood iad sires 
are now told by the Prime Minist 


unable to solve the difficult inte 
problems which confront us. 


Within forty-eight hours of the 
being signed, representatives of no 
mes iae institutions ) or 


i f ou late ‘oars, 
ious of any proposal ce 18 
: yolve Australia in a position 
es y ultimately prove to be em- 
ig to us. J repeat what wa: said 
Siokable member for Bourke (M.. 
this evening, and, if if under 
psychology of the peop’e of this 
Paneht, they are not prepared to 


vs 


L 5 h ae of any esa race ii pre-— 


he purpose of sae the En.- 
ner than oa at least one white 


idan that she peed a hie 

o. I believe that if some cf *he 

istory of the war.were revealed i: 
very wigvenniine reading. 


dona naval and eles ex- 
sit is te be found in the report 
ers | which 


No nation could con- 
: expenditure without plung- 


ont 


ng into financial ruin. It. 


icidal for Australia to become 


“holly hprydasurs save in so 
t produces disaster 
7 The question of whether we 
id be committed to a further ex- 
penditure on Empire defence should be 
ubmitted to ee Boonie of Australia for 


ae eo Had the honotate 


Zi oe i 


“honorable 


and — 


1 Ooi aiee oath, cone ae ‘Conniione, | 


wealth to any further expenditure of the 
kind without consulting this House? 


Mr, MAKIN.—He will consult. th 
House, but not the people of Australia 


Mr. Forry.—Does not the honorable 
member regard himself as a Tepronan ia: 
tive of the people? 


Mr. MAKIN —I do; there are 51,000 
electors in my coustituency, but my” ‘vi 


on this question will count for little, 


far as the Prime Minister and the m 
jority behind him are concerned. T 
questions to be dealt with at the Impe 
©@onference are of such importance tha 


before we are committed to any policy L 
a eed to ‘them the people themselve 


should have a direct opportunity to r 

ter their views upon them. It shou 
be left to them to say whether Austr: 
shall be involved to any greater extent it 


the financial morass. 


‘We have been told that Ane is i 
a position of grave danger. 1 
like to know what -nation threatens 
safety and well-being of Australia 
the Empire as a whole. What natio 
responsible for the grave and extrem 
danger in which we are told we stan 


If by any chance the country which is 


menace to Australia’ should be that wit 
which Great Britain proposes to ent 
into a Treaty—a Treaty that we shall be 
asked to. indorse—surely we have a right 
to be told of it. The people of Australia 


have a right to be heard with regar 


the text of any agreements proposed to be | 
made with other countries. W1 hilst 
honorable member for Bourke ( 
Anstey) was speaking, however, — 


Prime Minister clearly indicated by 1 
terjection that the views of Australia 


would count for little in the Imperi 
Councils, and that the text of any treat 
made between Great Britain and Jap 


ore 


would be that laid down by Imperi 
statesmen, quite irrespective of w 
might be the desire of the represen 
of the Commonwealth. If that i 


If we are ‘expected ty accept the respoth 
sibility for diplomatic relations 2€ 
the Empire and other countries as ar- 
ranged, with little or no regard ) 


views, by Imperial statesmen, th 
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Mr, Beti.—Who said that our views 
and. have little weight in the Imperial 
Councils? 

Mr. MAKIN. —The Prime Minister, 
by way of interjection while the honor- 
able member for Bourke was speaking, 
said that any Treaty signed by Great 
Britain and Japan would be in accord- 
ance with the desires of Imperial states- 
men, irrespective of what might be our 
views, 


. Mr, Betxu.—I do not think he even im- 


plied anything of the kind. 

Mr. MAKIN.—I have a reasonable 
understanding of the value of, language, 
and I could draw no other inference from 
his statement. 

The people of Australia desire to live 
in peace with all mankind. We have no 
grievance against the people of other 
countries, and so far as I can see, the 
only disturbing element in international 
affairs is the dissatisfaction which certain 


commercial enterprises feel with re-— 
gard to certain operations  affect- 
ing the. world’s commerce. The 
honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 


Considine) touched a vital spot when 
he referred to the oil interests. He 
referred to the way in’ which the dif- 
ferent trusts interested in that commodity 
are mancuvring for a position of advan- 
tage. They would have no compunction 
about involving a country in war if, by 


doing so, they might further their own | 


interests. 

Mr. Forzy.—Would not the One Big 
Union exercise the same influence on in- 
dustrialism in Australia ? 

Mr. MAKIN.—The question of the One 
Big Union is not relevant to the matter 
we are now considering, and I must ask 
the honorab'e member to bring it forward 
at the right time and place. I may then 
direct his attention to some things con- 
nected with that question, which are re- 
ferred to in to-day’s newspapers. Do 
honorable members believe that the 
nations of the earth desire to be involved 
in another conflict such as that through 
which they have just passed? I am satis- 
fied that if there were a plebiscite of the 


peoples of the earth on the question an 


almost unanimous vote would be recorded 
for universal peace, so” that a better 


understanding might be brought about 


between one nation and another. Those 
who desire to stir up strife amongst the 
nations of the eens ia no sry g find 
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Spportunity to fan the feelings of | 
hatred which influence many w 
pose it is to keep the peoples — 
apart. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Evern the mem 
the Labour Conference in New 
Wales were fighting each other. — 
Mr. MAKIN.—I remind the h 
able member that I am in possess on 
the floor, and his interjection is not 
vant to the subject now under consi 
tion. I firid that in the Mel>ourne Her 
Ist June,’ 1920, it is stated tha 
one country is content with what 
to it out of the war and out of the 
That is one of the strongest reasons 
could be urged against further wars. 
Mr. Brtt.—My country is satisfiec 
Mr. MAKIN.—The Melbourne 
says that not one country is satisfied 
is one of the leading journals — 
i age and of Australia, and, as 


We Barone war Bay: ihe ma 
posed upoh them, aiid, instead of 
statesmen endeayouring to create 
tion of international alarm, they 
use their best efforts to 
misunderstandings between 

In a country like Australia, it is ai 
be impossible to pay a basic wage w 
will afford a reasonable standard of 
fort to the people; and yet there a 


community to an stipend ice the 
certainly bring no direct. aa 


sent dimoultien That is a false p 
for this country to occupy; and u 
time as the Bi ee by PopG aS vote, 


Eadie there is no pire 
aaa ea the ati ck! we ‘ 


price of securing peace. 
natural, when nations build up gr 
machines, that there should 7“ 


and see how powerful they can 
exercised against an opposing ni 
roe be well for the. ve 


~ Federation—that he 


largely determine what questions 


_ vernment. 


‘i Sd 


ea Japan. as ould include the United 
- States of America, und be entirely satis- 
Bi to that country. Unless that be 
$0, as sure as night follows day we shall 
be involved in a struggle the consequences 
of which we cannot estimate. I have no 
doubt that the question of a White Aus- 
tralia will be raised, and thafthat, very 
laudable sentiment will be exploited, as 
many other laudable sentiments were dur- 
ing the war. It will be very interest- 


feeane. in the future history of the 
Dworld, and of Australia in _ par- 
ticular, to observe how public men 


“were at this time prepared to take advan- 
“tage: of the greatest of all Australian 
sentiments in a time of international 
‘crisis. 

I desire to say a few words on some 


other matters which are likely to be ‘dis- 
cussed at the Imperial Conference, and in 


which Australian interests may be in- 
volved. The Prime Minister, on the pre- 
sent occasion, has endeavoured to make 
us believe that he is opposed to Imperial 
feels it would be 
most undesirable to entertain such an 
idea. But while he tries to allay fear and 
suspicion in this connexion, the delibera- 
tions at the Imperial Conference will very 
will 
engage the attention of Imperial and Do- 
minion statesmen when they come to deal 
with the constitutional aspects of the Em- 
pire. '1 find that in June, 1916, the 
Prime Minister, when speaking in Lon- 
don, said of Imperial] Federation— 

This is a policy for the whole British Em- 
pire, which should cover every page of our 


national, social, and economic life. 


Yet he would have us helieve now that 


he has no desire to involve Australia in 


any form of Imperial Federation. As 
a people we have great need to fear it, 
because of the manner in which it would 
be likely to intrude on our self-governing 
‘rights, Imperialism and Democracy do 
not present merely a subject for academic 
controversy over forms of government, 
but represent a basic division of the public 
mind regarding the whole theory cf go- 
Nationalism and Imperialism 
are essentially capitalistic, in that they 
rest upon an economic foundation, and 
are inspired by the desire of the profiteer- 
The) agencies for wider spheres of exp!oi- 
fation. I am pleased to find that 
there has already been impressed upon 
vt minds of some of those who have 
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‘visited our shores a feeling that any 


proposal to relieve Australia of its self- 
governing rights, and subordinate this 
country to a form of Imperial Federa- 
tron, does not meet with our approval. 
Mr. B. K. Long, the Dominion editor of 
the Times, who was in Austraha about 
September. last, says— 

The Australian is jealous of the right to 
govern himself and is resentful of dictation 


from ‘outside. Imperialism in the conven- 
tional sense is most unpopular. 


I hope the Prime Minister will not for 


get that impression which Mr. Long re- 
ceived, but will realize that Australia is 
for the full rights of self-government to 
the Dominions with no form of Imperial 
Federation. Mr. Long further says that 
wherever one goes in Australia it is only’ 
necessary to mention Imperial Federa- 
tion to find the instant resentment of 
Australians to dictation from Downing-. 
street. In this connexion it is interesting 
to refer to an incident at a banquet to the 
Prince of Wales, held in Adelaide during 
the recent Royal visit. Mr. Barwell, the 
then Premier of South Australia, who is 
certainly an Imperialist, said that some 
unitary authority for the Empire was 
desirable. The newspaper account of 
what occurred said that the remark was 
received “ with chilling silence.’ That 
“ chilling silence” exactly represents the 
feeling of the people of Australia towards 
any form of government in which their 
voice cannot effectively be heard. We 
have learned to value our self-governing 
rights as a Dominion, and we hold that 
we have established our claim to govern 
ourselves; so far. from assenting to any 
curtailment of our powevs, we regard it 
as essential that they should be widened. 
Instexd of being subject to the veto of 
Imperial councils, Australia should have 
full jurisdiction over its. own affairs. 

I do not say that with any intention of - 
being disloyal to the best interest@ of the 
Empire. I respect our association and 
relation to Great Britain, but I am cer- 
tainly not going to be allured by the so- 
called glories of Empire, when I learn 
that there are to-day, according to Board 
of Trade estimates, 3,000,000 people on 
the verge of starvation. A nation’s or 
Empire’s true greatness is not to be mea- 
sured by geography or commerce, but by 
the happiness, contentment, and righteous 
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Gpotinntiond of the people constituting that 


nation or Empire. All I say is that whilst 
we, as Australians, desire to. associate our- 


selves in the most Sondinl manner with the | 


United Kingdom, we are not involved in 
any obligation to subordinate our rights 
to an Imperial Council. During recent 
months, I have noticed how the Imperial 
financiers have endeavoured to use their 
influence over Australian affairs of State. 
When the Labour Premiers of two Aus- 
iralian States approached them for finan- 
eial accommodation, they were subjected 
‘to certain embarrassments, and were re- 
‘quested to repeal certain legislative 
enactments of their States before they 
eould receive the accommodation they re- 
quired. I am pleased that the Premier 
of Queensland (Mr. Theodore) was suffi- 
ciently seized of the importance of retain- 
ing to the people of his State their self- 
governing rights to refuse the assistance of 
the London financiers on such conditions. 
‘The strength of public character shown 
by Mr. Theodore in that case might well 
be emulated by other public men who may 


require to go abroad on missions con- 


nected with the affairs of the States or 
the Commonwealth. The tendency of 
to-day, from an Imperial stand-point, is 
to yest immense powers in a central 
_ authority to which all other interests are 
‘subordinated. “The antithesis of Im- 
-perialism is to invest those powers in the 
people themselves, and that. is exactly 
what the amendment moved by the hon- 
orable member for West Sydney pro- 
poses. Instead of submitting these im- 
portant matters to a small body of men 
seated round an Imperial Conference 
table, and perhaps subjecting the citizens 
of Australia to proposals with which 
they are not in sympathy, we contend 
that the people must have a_ direct 
opportunity of voicing their opinions 
on them. The position taken up by 
the Australan Labour party justifies 
iis claim to be an Australian move- 
ment. What is required in Australia 
to-day amongst our public men is a more 
correct estimate of their position as 
Australians. We want better Australians 
among our public men than we have now. 
We want men who are prepared to place 
the interests of Australia first, and to 
“Tecognise that their first duty as repre- 
“sentatives of the people of this great 
continent is to those people. Then, when 

Mr, Makin, sg 


[REPRESENTRTIVES.] _ 


tec*ion for our own people, if 


the pages of history, I find that 


Conférence. 


we are a pen AC of 3 


portions of what is known as hes 3 
Empire, we shall be only too hapk 
do so, but I am not going to be a 

nor is the movement tq which I 
prepared ,in any respect to be 
to subordinating the interests of 
tralia to any Imperial Council, ¢ 
any Imperial statesmen. When 


Imperial statesmen have had very 
sympathy with the sentiment of a W 
Australia, and that they would be 
pared at the first opportunity, if ty 
them, to subordinate that princip 
involve us in an embarrassing positic 


What pappeany in Routh Africa ae 


many citizens of various parts — 
Empire who went to Se ‘Af 


Hewaed Only to see a abod of. 
and Chinese labour. let into the 
African mines. If it paid the 
capitalist, and many of the Im 
statesmen, to throw overboard our W 
Australia policy, I feel that the 
such little respect or consideratio 
the interests of this country that 
would be prepared to do it. ae 
Mr. Baytey.—The honorable m 
misjudges them. 
Mr. MAKIN.—I do not. 
Mr. Fow.er.—That is a gross lil 
British statesmen. The honorable 
ber cannot name a single Britis 
man who has suggested the abando 
of the White Australia princivle. 
Mr. MAKIN.—History iustific 
contention. May I refer my h 
friends to the permission given for 
tured coolie labour to Fiji, and th 
ling disclosures in the Imperial” 
book. The way in. which we 
to-day the best interests of nation: 
subordinated. and even  prostit 
times, for financial gain, proves 
that even a nation’s soul will 
and sold bv those capitalists and 


agencies who have as their 
sentatives and ‘agents man 
who sit in the Parliament o 
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Mee than, an instrument for the making of Limiration oF DEpars. 

> profit. I make no apology for my os | 

Mee | It is in the best interests _“'Y JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 


"of this country that we should speak 
plainly in order that those at the seat of 

_ the Imperial Government may know that 
_ we desire them to prove their svmpathy 
‘by deeds and not by \words alone. I 
- should like them to understand that we 
in Australia, whilst we have every de- 
' sire to maintain and safeguard the in-; 
~ terests of Australia,¢and recognise that 
| the people of this country have first call 
on us,_feel it our duty to co-operate cor- 


possible for us to do so. We are not, 
_- however, going to allow ourselves ta be 
* dominated by those great agencies which 
- are the creation of war, and involved in 

further payments for naval and military 

“*® purposes until the neople of Australia 

have had an opportunity of expressing 
_ their opinion. 


DECLARATION OF URGENCY. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 


. 
_ Treasurer) [1.37 a.m.]—I declare this 


* motion to be an urgent motion, and 
+ ‘move— 
That the motion be considered an urgent 
- moticn. 


I am doing this merely as a precaution 
to get the vote taken to-day (Friday). 
If only those who are here had to deal 
- with the matter I should be quite sure of 
_ my ground, but we cannot tell what those 
“Who are away may do to-morrow when 


| they turn up._ a 
-. Question resolved in the affirmative. 
. 1S M 


\ dially with the Imperial statesmen if it is’ 


Treasurer) [1.38]—I move— 


That the time allotted for the debate on the 


motion and the amendment be until 3.45 p.m. 
this day (Friday). 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [1.40 
a.m.|.—I regret that the Treasurer has 
moved to curtail the debate on such an 
important matter as this.: It would be 
most unfortunate if, through the moving 
of this motion of urgency, any honorable 
member were prevented from expressing 


his views upon the question. I know that 


we cannot prevent the motion being car- | 
ried, but I should like to have an under- 

standing as to whether the carrying of. 
it will interfere in any way with the 

transaction of ordinary business in the 

morning. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—The Speaker might 
leave the chair until 11 o’clock instead of 
adjourning the House, and that would 
prevent any other business intervening. 

Mr. RYAN.—That is what I am trying 
to prevent. I do not think that we 
should curtail the privileges of members 
at the next sitting. Some other business 
of an urgent nature might arise, and I 
hope that it will not be interfered with in 
any way. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Debate on original question (on motion 
by Mr. Fowzsr) adjourned. 


House adjourned at 1.48 a.m. (Friday). 
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